
VOLUME 4 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

In April, 1880, Dr. I.W. Powell, the Indian Commissioner for B.C., transmitted 
to the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs a copy of Sproat's 1878 Minutes 
of decision. In this same letter, Powell advised the Superintendent General that, 
in addition to the Minutes of decision and some other documents, he had also sent 
copies of fifteen field books to the Provincial Government. Two things of 
significance arise from the letter: first, it appears that Powell did not send the field 
books to the Superintendent General at this time; second, there were 15 field books 
prepared by Sproat1 

Volume 4 of the Federal Collection of Minutes of Decision, Correspondence & 
Sketches consists of thirteen (13) soft-covered books containing the "Field 
Minutes" of Indian Reserve Commissioner Gilbert Malcolm Sproat, for the period 
June 1878 to June 1880. The majority of the books cover the summer and fall of 
1878, however, notations and remarks in the field minutes indicate that Sproat re
wrote or revised many of the books after his initial work of 1878. In many of the 
volumes, there are references to the 1879 Land Amendment Act, notations noting 
work done by surveyor Edward Mohun in 1879 and remarks regarding reports 
received from Mohun as late as January 1880. 

Notably missing from this group of field minutes is the field minute for the Lytton 
Indians, dated July 20, 1878. An extract of the Lytton field minute appears to 
have been affixed by Sproat to his "Interrupted Work Book No. 2" (volume 5/2 
in the federal collection). Although a full copy of this minute appears to be within 
the provincial collection, it is not bound as the ones held by the federal 
government are.2 This accounts for 14 field books. The location of the fifteenth 
field book is not known. Although there is an extensive letter in RG10 which 
Sproat identifies as a "field minute" relating to a dispute at Cook's Ferry, a quick 
review of this document indicates that the form and substance differs somewhat 
from other field minutes found in volume 4.3 It is therefore uncertain if this is the 
fifteenth book. 

In addition to making later amendments/revisions to this collection of field 
minutes, it appears that Sproat removed some of the sketches originally placed in 
some of these books and placed/pasted them into his Minutes of decision volume 
(volume 6 in the federal collection). This is especially evident with the sketches 
for the Boothroyd group. When the sketches are examined, the letters from the 
sketches match. It was Sproat's intention that these field minute books would be 
used by the Surveyors when surveying his allotments. Notations by Surveyor 
W.S. Jemmett indicate that when he went to use one of the books, the sketch had 
already been removed. Thus, it appears this was a contemporary action, not 
something done at a later date. And as Sproat makes reference in his Minutes of 
decision volume to the sketches, it seems reasonable to conclude that he was the 
one who removed and re-used the sketches. 

A . S . 
December 1998 

1 See vl. 3, pp. 264-66; also provincial collection, Box 2, item 268/80. 

2 See vl. 5/2, pp. 65-113; Provincial Minutes of decision, Box 1, items 1768/78, 1679/78. 

3 See RG10, vol. 3668, File 10,345. 



VOLUME 4 

FIELD MINUTES 

G.M. SPROAT, INDIAN RESERVE COMMISSIONER 

1878 - 1880 

1. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Spuzzum Group 

2. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Boston Bar Group 
River Fraser 19 to 30 mile post1 

3. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Boothroyd Group 
Fraser River 33 to about 43 mile post 

4. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Kanaka Flat & Siska Flat Group 

5. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Skuppah Sub-group near Lytton 

6. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Lower Nicola 
Potatoe Gardens 

7. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Lower Nicola 
Special Reserve near Potatoe Gardens2 

8. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Nicola River 
Mixed Indians 

9. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Nicola-Mameet 
Reserve3 

10. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Nicola 
The Coldwater and its Neighbourhood 

11. Upper Nicola Indians 
Nicola ~and~ Douglas Lakes 

12. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Lytton Group 
Hamilton's Creek4 

13. Nekla-kap-a-muk Indians 
Upper Similkameen 

June 1, 1880 

June 1, 1878 

June 8, 1878 

June 18, 1878 

June 19, 1878 

August 20, 1878 

August 20, 1878 

August 26, 1878 

September 5, 1878 

September 6, 1878 

September 28, 1878 

September 30, 1878 

October 14, 1878 

1 There is an index included in this book prepared by W.S. Jemmett, Surveyor. 

2 There is a note which states this book was reviewed July 23, 1879. 

3 Although the final date in this field minute is September 5, there is later correspondence copied into the field minute. 

4 There is an addendum to this field book dated February 15, 1880. 
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VOLUME 4/1 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
SPUZZUM GROUP 

June 1,1880 

Sproat dated this book June 1, 1880. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to this book are dated June 1, 1880. This date suggests that Sproat completed this field 
minute shortly before his retirement from office. The majority of the Minutes of decision by Sproat 
for this group can be found in volume 6, pages 3-14. 

Sproat states that the land at Spuzzum is "insufficient" and of poor quality, "still the Indians cling 
to the place, and probably, could not be induced to leave it though many of them will work elsewhere 
and cultivate land elsewhere." (pp. 5-6). With respect to the reserves he has allotted for the Spuzzum 
Indians, Sproat notes that as "access to them can always be claimed, I have not connected them with 
highways -merely for sake of access." (p. 18) 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

William S. Jemmett(W.SJ.) Surveyor to the Indian Reserve Commissioner 
G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
V O L U M E 4/1 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

06 01 1880 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute & 
Sketch 

1-25 

06 01 1880 Survey Spuzzum Sproat Instructions 1,3,10 
12-13,16 

06 01 1880 Spuzzum 11 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 2-8,17 

06 01 1880 Spuzzum Flat2 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 3-5,7 

06 01 1880 Teequaloose 33 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 9-10 

06 01 1880 Fishery4 General Sproat Field Minute 11-12 

06 01 1880 Fishery5 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 12-13 

06 01 1880 Yelakin 46 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 12-13 

06 01 1880 Rombrot Fishery7 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 13 

06 01 1880 Long Tunnel 58 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 13-14 

06 01 1880 Graveyard9 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 14.19 

1 Sproat identifies this as the "old Reserve ... scheduled as "110 acres between 9 and 10 mile posts, waggon road."" This 
is a reference to a colonial allotment. The schedule referred to is the 1871 schedule prepared by B.C. Sproat states that the 
area is called "Spept'l-kum". In his description at p. 8, Sproat says "north", but it should read "south". O'Reilly subsequently 
also enlarges this reserve. [See vl. 1, pp. 121-23; vl. 6, p. 10; vl. 10, pp. 95-96; PILQ, p. 105, Item M(12)] 

2 Sproat makes reference to an old Indian settlement called "Shweemp" which had been inappropriately included within the 
pre-emption of a settler named Biesta. This pre-emption was subsequently cancelled. Sproat identifies "Shweemp" as being 
Spuzzum Flat and enlarges the colonial allotment to include "Shweemp" within the reserve. [See vl. 1, pp. 121-23; vl. 6, 
p. 10] 

3 Sproat identifies this as an "old Reserve," that is, a colonial reserve. [See PILQ, p. 105, Item M( l 1)] 

4 Sproat generally discusses the "fishing places of the Indians along the Fraser, and Thompson..." 

5 Sproat states that there are "very important fishing places near Rombrots which might be secured by an addition to the old 
reserve." (p. 12) The first fishery Sproat describes is north of the reserve. This area does not appear to have been added to 
the reserve. There is no reserve in the area identified. 

6 Sproat states that this "old Reserve" is confirmed. Sproat notes this reserve is near the land of a settler named Rombrot. 
His house is shown on the sketch. [See PILQ, pp. 83,93, 105 Item M(10); MPS 539] 

7 This area was not confirmed as a reserve. 

8 Sproat states that there is "a house and garden belonging to Indian "Jack" who wished to have this land secured. The area 
described appears to fall within this reserve. [See vl. 6, p. 8] 

9 Sproat identifies two graveyards, one on the land of a settler name Rombrot, the other on the land of a settler named 
Alexander. Neither of these appear to have been confirmed as reserves. [See vl. 6, p. 13] 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

06 01 1880 Teequaloose 3 A 1 0 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 14-15 

06 01 1880 Skuet 611 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 15-16 

06 01 1880 Skuet6 Spuzzum Unknown Sketch 16 

06 01 1880 Fishery12 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 17 

06 01 1880 Papsilqua 2 Spuzzum Sproat Field Minute 17 

06 01 1880 Rombrot13 Spuzzum Unknown Sketch 19a 

06 01 1880 Spuzzum 1 Spuzzum Unknown Sketch 21 

06 01 1880 Teequaloose 3 Spuzzum Unknown Sketch 22 

06 01 1880 Yelakin 4 Spuzzum Unknown Sketch 23 

06 01 1880 Papsilqua 2 Spuzzum Unknown Sketch 24 

06 01 1880 Spuzzum14 Unknown Sketch 25 

1 0 Sproat refers to Mr. Alexander being willing to give up to the Government "a portion of land including the site and 
surroundings of two Indian houses, beside the waggon road" immediately beyond his house (p. 14). Sproat states that the 
"Department will have to get a transfer from him as the land belongs to Mr. Alexander." (p. 15) There is a marginal notation 
on p. 14 which states "Mr. Alexander now in trustee[?] asylum and refuses to part with his land." It would appear that the 
land being discussed is within what is now Teequaloose 3A. This reserve was allotted in June 1916 by the McKenna-
McBride Commission. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 78] 

1 1 Sproat makes reference to an Indian named "Kun-un-jay" who "applied for a piece of land claimed by a deceased Indian 
woman named "Cow-ki-noe." Sproat states he could not find the land, but he was able to provide a description of it. He 
states that if the surveyor can find the land he should report on it. Sproat includes the description by the Stipendiary 
Magistrate, Sanders, dated March 19, 1866. A small sketch accompanies the pre-emption description. This reserve is 
ultimately allotted by O'Reilly. [See vl. 1, pp. 125-27; vl. 6, p. 8; vl. 10, pp. 91-97] 

1 2 Sproat identifies a 5 acre fishery about 2 miles below the Alexandria Bridge. This area does not appear to have been 
confirmed as a reserve. 

13 This sketch is part the copy of the certificate of improvement found on page 19. It shows Lot 2, Grp. 1, which appears 
to be Mr. Rombrot's land. 

1 4 This sketch appears to show an area along the Fraser River from Alexandria Bridge to Yale. 
Distances are marked upon the sketch, but the point of origin is not shown. 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/1 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

SPUZZUM GROUP 

S U B J E C T PAGE 

B.C. Government Officials 
Sandars, E.H. , Stipendiary Magistrate 

Colonial Reserves 

Fishing 

Graveyard 

Indians Identified 
Jack, Spuzzum Indian 
Kun-un-joy, Spuzzum Indian 
Cow-ki-noe, Spuzzum Indian 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 
assessment 
campground 
enlargement 
grazing land 
livestock 

Missionary 
Church 

Pre-emption 
cancelled 
sketch 

Railway 

Settlers 

Survey 
general 
instructions 
sketch 

Surveyor 
Jemmett 

Trail 

Village/settlement/site 
Spept'l-kum (Spuzzum) 
Shweemp (Spuzzum) 
Te-kwe-loose (Spuzzum, graveyard) 
Next to Mr . Alexander's 
Spuzzum 

Wagon road 
Yale-Lytton 

15-16 

See list at end of index 

11-14,17 

14 

14 
15 
15-16 

2,9 
2-3,5,9,18 
7 
3 
3 
2-3 

21 

4,19,20 
4 
16,19a,21-25 

6-7,11-12 

See list at end of index 

17,18 
1,3,10,12-13,16 
2,9,12,16,17,21-25 

22,23 

21 

4-5,7-8,17 
14 
14-15 
22 

2 
21 

Water 17-18 



Colonial Reserves 
Name 
Spuzzum 
Teaqualoose 

Comment 
"old Reserve" 
"old Reserve" 

Page 
2 
9 

Settlers 
Name 
General 
Alexander, Mr. 
Andrews, Mark 
Biesta, F. 
Hodges, Mr. 
Rombrot, Etienne (a.k.a. Rombrandt) 
York, Mr. 

Page 
2 
14-15 
20 
4 
25 
13,19a,19,23 
25 

Book 04-1.05 Jan 2005 
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VOLUME 4/2 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
BOSTON BAR GROUP; RIVER FRASER19 TO 30 MILE POST 

June 1,1878 

Sproat dated this book June 1, 1878. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to this book are dated June 1, 1878. The majority of the Minutes of decision by Sproat 
for this group can be found in volume 6, pages 15 to 32. 

Although these are Sproat's field minutes, they appear to have been transcribed/written out by a 
secretary. The handwriting in the book is not Sproat's. There is no indication as to who the secretary 
might have been. Correspondence in volumes 1 and 2 indicate that George Blenkinsop, C.G. Cogan 
and J.R. Anderson (son of former JIRC Commissioner A . C . Anderson) acted as secretaries and/or 
copyists. Copying out material such as Sproat's field minutes would have fallen into their duties. 
This field minute contains several marginal notations. Some of these were made by W.S. Jemmett, 
the surveyor who would have used to field minute to assist with his work surveying Sproat's 
allotments. But, it also appears that Sproat made some additional notations in his own hand (see esp. 
pp. 29,32,33,34). 

In addition to meeting with the Indians, Sproat also meets with settlers in the area (pp. 10-12). With 
respect to setting aside fisheries, Sproat states, "I do not propose to mark off Indian fishing places 
on the Fraser except at a few frequented spots ..." (p. 20) Sproat states that the "general effects of 
the proximity of these Indians to the waggon road has been almost fatal to them, and though probably 
nothing would induce the old people to leave their places of residence, it would be most desirable 
that many of the younger folks should, i f possible, have some other locality open to them where they 
might be exposed to fewer temptations and might in some degree take to farming." (p. 28) 

It is interesting to note that Sproat, as the Indian Reserve Commissioner, and O'Reilly, as the 
Stipendiary Magistrate, or Assistant Commissioner of Lands & Works (ACLW) [p. 26], corresponded 
with each other and, on at least one occasion, met and discussed issues related to Boston Bar (p. 33). 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

William S. Jemmett (W.SJ.) Surveyor to the Indian Reserve Commissioner 
Peter O'Reilly Stipendiary Magistrate/Assistant Commissioner Lands & Works 
G . M . Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/2 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

06 01 1878 Boston Bar Sproat/ 
Jemmett 

Field Minute 1-49 

0601 1878 General Boston Bar1 Sproat Field Minute 1 

06 01 1878 Tuckkwiowhum 12 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 1- 3,4,5 
11- 13, 
14-15 

06 01 1878 Tuckkwiowhum I Boston Bar Unknown Sketch 2a 

06 01 1878 Survey Boston Bar Sproat Instructions 2-3,18, 
25 

06 01 1878 Kopchitchin 23 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 3-4,8-9 
29-34,40 

06 01 1878 Limestone Creek4 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 6-7, 
16-17 

06 01 1878 Hell's Gate5 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 7,17 
18-23 

1 Sproat identifies the Indians as "Boston Bar or Tuck-kwi-owh-um." He states that "[g]oing along the waggon road up the 
River Fraser, these Indians are the next above the Spuzzum Indians."(p. 1) 

2 In the original, the sketch was removed from page 2 and placed on the back of the page. There is a notation, in Sproat's 
handwriting, stating "see back of this Page," 

3 Spelled by Sproat "Kapahchatsun." This area is also known as Yankee Flat. Sproat refers to the provincial schedule of reserves. 
This indicates that this reserve was a colonial allotment. Sproat states that the sketch for this reserve is on the next page, however, 
the sketch has been removed. Jemmett (WSJ) made a marginal notation that there is no sketch. On the following page, Jemmett 
has made the further notation "Sketch taken out previous to my receiving it." It is possible Sproat removed the sketch and placed 
it with his Minutes of decision in volume 6. The page on which the sketch would have been is numbered 3a. Sproat states that 
the "Kapah-chut-sun site is not an ancient Indian site though some of the Indians have lived there for several generations. // This 
Reserve also was not laid off until 1870." (p. 4) At page 29, Sproat deals with an enlargement of this reserve. [See vl. 1, pp. 140-
41; vl. 6, pp. 25-26,32; PILQ, p. 105, Item M(8)] 

4 An Indian named Kulla-lesk provided Sproat with a "mining record of water" and "also a run out miners certificate" for 
an area at Limestone Creek. Kulla-lesk requests that Sproat "look at the land the land there and give the Indians a piece if 
he saw fit." This area appears to be across from Kopchitchin 2 in the middle of what is now the town of Boston Bar. Sproat 
did not grant any land here, however, as an alternate site, Sproat provides Kulla-lesk with land at Butcher's Flat. [See p. 16, 
this volume; vl. 6, p. 32] 

5 Sproat states that the Indians wanted "all their fisheries secured them" He identifies two, one at 19 mile post, otherwise 
known as Hell's Gate and a "longish one" at "about 20 mile post." It seems that this latter piece is subsequently described 
by Sproat as a "right of access." Based upon the sketch and the remarks in volume 6, it would seem so. The Hell's Gate 
fishery was not confirmed as a reserve. With respect to the second fishery, Sproat stated that this reserve is to include the 
"old fishery places of the Boston Bar Indians." (p. 18) There is a marginal notation stating "... not considered necessary to 
reserve fishery at 20 mile Post..." (p. 17) This notation is undoubtedly contemporary, made possibly by Jemmett, although 
it is not initialled. Sproat makes reference to a letter written to a Mr. John Marcell, May 25,1878. A copy of this letter can 
be found in this volume and in volume 1. [See pp. 18-23, this volume; vl. 1,pp. 123-25; vl. 6, pp. 15-17,32; CLSRBC 10] 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

06 01 1878 Bucktum 46 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 7,16, 
24-27 

06 01 1878 Scaucy 5 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 9-10, 
34-35 

06 01 1878 Survey Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 15,36 

06 01 1878 Austin's Flat 3 7 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 17,18-23 

06 01 1878 Graveyard8 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 27 

06 01 1878 Nooaitch Grass 9 Lower Nicola9 Sproat Field Minute 27-28 

06 01 1878 Paul's 61 0 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 34-35 

06 01 1878 Shrypttahooks 711 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 35-37 

06 01 1878 4 Mile Creek12 Boston Bar Sproat Field Minute 37-38 

06 01 1878 Speyum 31 3 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 40,41-42 

06 01 1878 Kopchitchin214 Boston Bar Wheeler Sketch 42 

06 01 1878 Bucktum 4 Boston Bar Sproat Letter[s] 43 

06 01 1878 Kopchitchin 2 Boston Bar15 Various Letter[s] [copy] 44-47 

06 01 1878 Boston Bar1 6 Jemmett Index 48-49 

6 Sproat identifies this area as "Butcher's Flat (Indian name Buck-tum)." This differs slightly from "Im-Buck-tum" which 
is how he identified the area in his Minute of decision. Sproat orients the land to the claims of two settlers, Flores and Dart. 
[See p. 16, this volume; vl. 6, pp. 28-32] 

7 There is just a brief reference to this reserve when Sproat mentions the "10 acres with houses and gardens." Letter which 
follows deals with the land at about 19 mile post. [See pp. 18-23, this volume; vl. 1, pp. 123-25; vl. 6, pp. 15-17, 32; 
CLSRBC 10] 

8 Sproat states that there is a graveyard "at Buct Tum - near Burther Flat" and that if it proves to be on Mr. Dart's land it is 
"to be marked off to enable the Indians to enclose it." This graveyard does not appear on the sketch Sproat provides with 
the Minutes of decision. It does not appear to have been confirmed as reserve. [See vl. 6, pp. 30,32] 

9 Sproat refers to land "at Nicola" and states that he had to study the question further. As a point seemingly made later, 
Sproat states "(It has since been decided by me that the Boston Bar Indians are to have grass among the "Mixed Indians" 
Coldwater Nicola)" This would appear to be a reference to land discussed in volume 4/8. Although Sproat indicates that 
the land is to be used jointly by several Indian groups, it is currently held by the Nooaitch Indians. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 
102] 

1 0 Sproat simply states, "[t]he houses and gardens of the Indian headman and on the right bank of the Fraser River below 
the junction with it of the Skakzeeze [Scaucy] are also reserved..." This is a reference to Paul's 6. [See vl. 6, pp. 18,32] 

1 1 Sproat identifies this as "the Shry-pt-tallosks land." 

1 2 Sproat states that on the way to Butcher's Flat the Indians shown him 4 gardens at 4 Mile Creek. He states, "I settled 
nothing as to these, hoping on my way down, if Butcher Flat &c [etc.] were all right these detached pieces may not be 
required." The surveyor could not find this land. This area was not confirmed as a reserve. [See vl. 6, p. 27] 

1 3 Sproat only makes a reference to this area in relation to the pre-emption of a settler named Wheeler. [See vl. 6, p. 32] 

1 4 This is schematically shown on Wheeler's sketch. It is identified "Enden Reserve." 

1 5 These pages contain copies of various letters apparently related to the claims of Ah-Toy to land on or near Yankee Flat. 
It is possible that this may be the person identified by Sproat as "Ah Tye" in other correspondence. [See vl. 1, pp. 167-68] 

1 6 Jemmett appears to have prepared a brief index of this volume for his use. 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/2 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
N E K L A - K A P - A - M U K INDIANS 

BOSTON B A R GROUP; RIVER FRASER 19 TO 30 MILE POST 

SUBJECT PAGE 

B.C. Government Officials 
Teague, Mr., Gov't Agent 
O'Reilly, Peter 
Stipiendiary Magistrate/ 
Assistant Commissioner Lands & Works 

Census/Population 
Boston Bar/Tuck-kwi-owh-um 
Boston Bar/Kapahchat-sum 

Colonial Reserves 

Dominion Government Officials 
Lenihan, James 

Indian Superintendent, Mainland B.C. 

Fishing 

Graveyard 

Indian Act (1876) 

Indians Identified 
Kulla-lesk, Boston Bar Indian 
Paul, Headman, Scaucy 
Swy-ee, Headman, Kopchitchin 
Wah-a-lah, Chief, Boston Bar 

Indian Groups 
Boothroyd 
Okanagan 
Shuswap 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 
assessment 
campground 
encroachment 
grazing land 
livestock 
trespass 

Mining 

Opium 

Pre-emption 

Railway 

Settlers 

38 
5,9,26,30-33 

1 
4-5 

See list at end of index 

5,8,9,16 

7,8,9,17-20,22-23 

4,9,34 

32 

6,16,17 
9,34-35 
8 
5-6 

40 
8 
8 

4,5,7,8,9,15,28,29,34-35 
2-3 
20,27 
8,15 
28 
1,7,28,38 
6 

8-9,14,17,30-33,38 

10 

8,15,16,20-22,25,26,29,43-47 

28-29 

See list at end of index 

Survey 
instructions 

2-3,48-49 
2-3,18,25 

| 



. 5 -

SUBJECT PAGE 

Surveyor 
Dominion 
Jemmett, Capt. Wm. S. 
Mohun, Edward 

Trail 

Village/settlement/site 
19 to 30 mile post 
Butcher's Flat (Bucktum) 
Kopchitchin 
Shrypttahooks 
Skak-zeeze (Scaucy) 
Tuckkwiowhum 
kekwilly house 

Wagon road 

Water 

36 
48-49 
15 

35 

1,17 
7,24-27 
3-4,8,9,29 
35-36 
9-10,34-35 
1-3,4,11-12 
34,35 

1,9,27,28 

4,9,11,12-17,24,29-30,34-35,36-37,38,40 

Colonial Reserves 

Name 
Tuckkwiowhum 
Kopchitchin 

Comment Page 
"old village" 1-2 
"schedule of the Provincial..." 3 

Settlers 
Name 
General 
"Chinaman" 
Ah-woh (Am Vou) 
Carey, Nicholas 
Choy, Ah 
Conde[?], Mr. 
Dart, H.B. 
Diety[?], William 
Doscher, J. Henrith 
Emmerson, Charles 
Fink, Peter 
Flores, Joseph 
Gerard, J. 
Gerkie, Henry Jack 
Kum Chee 
Marcell, John T. 
Moy, Ah 
Ryan, Tim 
Toy, Ah 
Voght, Mr. 
Wheeler, John 
Wing, Ah 

Page 
3,18 
4,9 
36,47 
10,16-17,29 
44 
3a 
10,15,24,25,27,38,48 
25 
44 
21,22 
6,8,15,29,30 
10,24,27,48 
24 
25,26 
36 
17,18-23 
30-33,46,47 
5-6,10-17 
30-33,44̂ 5,46 
8,44 
38-43 
31,44-45,46,47 
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VOLUME 4/3 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
BOOTHROYD GROUP; FRASER RIVER 33 TO ABOUT 43 MILE POST 

June 8,1878 

The date Sproat completed this field minute is not certain. On page 26 there is the date "June 8, 
1878" and beneath this Sproat has written "original date." Sproat's signature is also on this page. 
Nevertheless, it appears Sproat must have worked on this field minute after June 8, as there is a 
copy of correspondence in the field minute dated July 29,1878 (p. 9). Aside from the anomalous 
letter, no other date other than June 8, appears in the volume, thus, all matters pertaining to this 
book are dated June 8,1878. The majority of the Minutes of decision by Sproat for this group 
can be found in volume 6, pages 33 to 54. 

Although these are Sproat's field minutes, they appear to have been transcribed/written out by a 
secretary. The handwriting in the book is not Sproat's. There is no indication as to who the 
secretary might have been. Correspondence in volumes 1 and 2 indicate that George Blenkinsop, 
C.G. Cogan and J.R. Anderson (son of former JIRC Commissioner A.C. Anderson) acted as 
secretaries and/or copyists. Copying out material such as Sproat's field minutes would have 
fallen into their duties. The Minutes of decision related to these field minutes can be found in 
volume 6, pp. 33-54. 

Interestingly, it seems that the sketches removed from this field note may well have been 
removed by Sproat himself and placed by him into his volume of Minutes of decision. The 
substantive portions of the sketches found at pages 45a and 50 in volume 6 seem to have been cut 
from 23 and 25 of the field minute. 

In identifying these Indians, Sproat states that they are "what I call the "Boothroyd group of 
Indians." (p. 2; see also p. 7). Boothroyd was the name of a settler in the area. In effect, Sproat 
has named these Indians after the settler. As a general assessment of the land in the area where 
the Boothroyd Indians live, Sproat states, "[t]here proved on examination to be a little more 
available land for this group than at any other place between Yale and Lytton, but the best is bad 
enough." (p. 2) Sproat also makes reference to a "Provincial Ordinance" respecting graveyards. 
As this ordinance exists, he did not feel it necessary to visit a graveyard of the "Kahmoose 
Indians", nor did he think it necessary for the surveyor to go there (pp. 18-19). 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

Sapper Launders Royal Engineer 
G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/3 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

D A T E 
mm dd yyyy R E S E R V E B A N D / T R I B E 

A U T H O R / 
S U R V E Y O R T Y P E D O C P A G E 

06 08 1878 Boothroyd1 Sproat Field Minute 1-28 

06 08 1878 Tsawawmuck 12 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 1,2-3, 
4-5,26 
-28 

06 08 1878 Tsintahktl 2 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 1,3,4,16 

06 08 1878 Kahmoose43 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 1,10-11, 
15-16 
17-18 

06 08 1878 Sho-ook 54 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 1,7,10a, 
14-15, 
16-17 

06 08 1878 Inkahtsaph 6 5 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 1,19-22 

06 08 1878 Staiyahanny 86 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 2,24-25 

1 In identifying these Indians, Sproat states that they are "what I call the "Boothroyd group of Indians." Boothroyd was a 
local settler. (p. 2; see also p. 7) 

2 Sproat states that this reserve is also known as "Chawmux" or 9 Mile Creek, however Speyum 3, also allotted by 
Sproat, appears to have also been known as "Chaumox" and the McKenna-McBride Commission allotted Chaumox 11 
for these Indians as well. Sproat states that this reserve is not to cross the river to 9 Mile Creek. The current reserve 
does extend across the river. [See 1943 Schedule pp. 50, 52; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 41; NTS 92H/14] 

3 Sproat identifies this area as "Jamesons [sic] or "Kahmoose."" Jameson is one of the settlers in the area. 

4 The sketch referred to was removed from the field minute. Similarly, another sketch depicting the Mr. Boothroyd's 
farm (on p. 8) has also been removed. It appears that Sproat, himself, decided to place the two sketches in bis volume of 
Minutes of decision as both can be found there. Sproat notes that the Sho-ook reserve is "confirmed," this indicates that 
this reserve was a colonial allotment. "[S]ubject to all Messrs Jameson and Boothroyd's rights" Sho-ook is "extended 
easterly to include in a good survey shape the cultivable land..." (p. 16). Depending on the status of land by the waggon 
road, Sproat states that the reserve is also to be extended westerly to include Indian houses and gardens. [See v l . 6, pp. 
44, 54; PILQ, pp. 83,93,105 Item M(3)] 

5 Sproat states that this reserve is also known as "Kuppa-elth." Sproat notes that this reserve was not in the provincial 
schedule. Interestingly, Sproat notes that the "R.E, [Royal Engineer] sketch is apparently from a sketch made by Sapper 
Launders R.E. [in] 1861 ... [however] The In-kapt sapt [sic] land does not appear to have been surveyed, nor, as far as I 
can find, gazetted. It seems to have been roughly marked off by the Royal Engineer in 1860 or 1861, but I cannot find 
under what circumstances ..." (pp. 19-20) With respect to this place, Sproat states "[i]t is an old place and now is, as it 
formerly was, the principal residence of the "Boothroyd" group of Indians (p. 19). Sproat "extends" this reserve (pp. 20-
21). Sproat refers to a sketch at p. 23, but it would seem that he at some later point made the decision to cut out the 
sketch and place it with his Minutes of decision. It can be found in volume 6. [See vl. 6, pp. 45 a, 54; M P S 666] 

6 Sproat confirms and enlarges this reserve. The sketch originally included in this field minute appears to have been 
removed by Sproat and placed into his volume of Minutes of decision. [See v l . 6, pp. 49-50] 
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D A T E 
mm dd yyyy R E S E R V E B A N D / T R I B E 

A U T H O R / 
S U R V E Y O R T Y P E D O C P A G E 

06 08 1878 Dufferin 107 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 2 

06 08 1878 Speyum 38 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 3-4 

06 08 1878 Survey Boothroyd Sproat Instructions 5,13,15 
19,22,24 
26 

06 08 1878 Tsawawmuck 1 Boothroyd Unknown Sketch 6 

06 08 1878 Tsintahktl 2 Boothroyd Unknown Sketch 6 

06 08 1878 Speyum3 Boothroyd Unknown Sketch 6 

06 08 1878 Sho-ook 5 Boothroyd Boothroyd9 Sketch 10 

06 08 1878 Graveyard1 0 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 18-19 

06 08 1878 Chukcheetso 711 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 21-22 

06 08 1878 Stlakament 912 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 24 

06 08 1878 Fishery1 3 Boothroyd Sproat Field Minute 24 

7 Near the end of the field minute Sproat describes an area at the foot of Jackass Mountain. Based upon the sketch and 
the description found in volume 6, it would appear that the area he is referring to is encompassed within this reserve. 
Sproat named this reserve after Lord Dufferin, who had once stayed in a lodge nearby. [See vl . 6, pp. 53,54] 

8 Sproat refers to this as the "Speyum addition." 

9 According to the correspondence, the sketch is of "Boothroyd's place" and it was done by Mr. Boothroyd. It shows a 
reserve which Boothroyd states was allotted by Begbie and O'Reilly and surveyed by John Trutch. 

1 0 Sproat states that he did not visit the graveyard and the surveyor also need not go there as the "graves are protected by 
a special Provincial Ordinance, and the cost of a visit would be disproportionate." (p. 19) This area was not confirmed as 
a reserve. [See v l . 6, p. 54] 

1 1 This area is described by Sproat as the Inkahtsaph extension. [See vl. 6, p. 54] 

1 2 Sproat describes this as the Staiyahanny extension. [See v l . 6, p. 54] 

13 Sproat's description is somewhat unclear, however, it appears that the fishery is separate from the Stlakament 
allotment. This area does not appear to have been confirmed as a reserve. [See vl . 6, pp. 51-52, 54] 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/3 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

BOOTHROYD GROUP: FRASER RIVER 33 TO ABOUT 43 MILE POST 

SUBJECT 

Colonial Reserves 

Dominion Government Officials 
Indian Superintendent 

Fishing 

Graveyard 

Indians Identified 
Soanturin[?], Boothroyd Indian 
Uke-spa-seets-sah, Boothroyd Indian 

Indian Groups 
Boothroyd 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 
assessment 
campground 
enlargement 

Mining 

Missionary 
Good, J.B. [Methodist] 

Pre-emption 
Crown Grant 

Settlers 
Survey 
instructions 
sketch 

Surveyor 
Launders, Royal Engineer 

Village/settlement/site 
Tsawawmuck (a.k.a. Chawmux) 
Tsintahktl 
Kahmoose 
Sho-ook 
Speyum 
In-kaht-sapt (Inkahtsaph) 
Sti-e-hanny (Stayahanny) 
Dufferin 

PAGE 

See list at end of index 

27-28 

3,6,24 

4,18 

27 
26-28 

4,6,17,20-21,24,26 
2,20 
18 
16-18,20-21,24 

3,5 

27-28 

7,9-10,17 
7 

See list at end of index 
18,19-20 
5,13,15,19 
6,10 

5,13,15 
19-20 

1,2-3,4-5,26-28 
1,3,16 
1,15-16,17-18 
1,7,14,15,16-17 
3 
1,19-22 
2,24-25 
2 

Wagon road 

Water 

3,5,6,10a,17,18,20 

4-5,10a, 12-16,21-22,24-25,26 



Colonial Reserves 
Name Comment Page 
Inkahtsaph "... an old place ..." 19 
Sho-ook "... is confirmed." 7 
Staiyahanny "... confirm the reserve..." 24 

Settlers 
Name Page 
General 6,13,21 
"Chinaman" 22 
Boothroyd, Mr. 7-10,12-14,16-17,19 
Dart,H.B. 27 
Forest, Mr. 10a 
"Harry" 27 
Jamieson,Mr. 1,5,7,9,11,15-16-18 
Johnson, Mr. 25 
Satters, Mr. 2,25 
Timline (a.k.a. Tinline), William 2,8-9,10-10a,25 
Wheeler, John 5 
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VOLUME 4/4 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
KANAKA FLAT, AND SISKA FLAT GROUP 

June 18,1878 

Although these are Sproat's field minutes, they appear to have been transcribed/written out by a 
secretary. The handwriting in the book is not Sproat's. There is no indication as to who the secretary 
might have been. Correspondence in volumes 1 and 2 indicate that George Blenkinsop, C.G. Cogan 
and J.R. Anderson (son of former JIRC Commissioner A.C. Anderson) acted as secretaries and/or 
copyists. Copying out material such as Sproat's field minutes would have fallen into their duties. 

This field minute is dated June 18, 1878. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to this book are dated June 18,1878. The majority of the Minutes of decision by Sproat 
for this group can be found in volume 6, pages 55-66 for the Kanaka Bar Indians; pages 67-80 for 
the Siska Indians. The dates for the Minutes of decision correspond to the date of the Field Minute. 

The Indians identified by Sproat as "Kanaka Flat" are currently known as Kanaka Bar. Sproat 
alternately identified the Siska Indians as Siska or Siska Flat; they are currently known as Siska [See 
NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 49,65,86,96]. 

As with some of the other Field Minutes, most of the sketches in this book have been removed. It 
would appear that Sproat, himself, may have removed the sketches as they appear to be with the 
Minutes of decision found in volume 6 (pp. 59, 66, 70, 80). 

People of Note 
Indians identified 

by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 
G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/4 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

06 18 1878 Kanaka Flat & Siska1 Sproat Field Minute 1-28 

06 18 1878 Fishery2 Kanaka Flat Sproat Field Minute 2 

06 18 1878 Survey Kanaka Flat Sproat Field Minute 2,5,6 

06 18 1878 Fishery3 Kanaka Flat Sproat Field Minute 2-3 

06 18 1878 Nekliptum 1 Kanaka Flat Sproat Field Minute 3 

06 18 1878 Whyeek 4 Kanaka Flat Sproat Field Minute 4-5,8 

06 18 1878 Kanaka Bar 24 Kanaka Flat Sproat Field Minute 4,6, 
10-12,13 

06 18 1878 Pegleg 3 Kanaka Flat Sproat Field Minute 6-7 

06 18 1878 Zacht 5 Siska5 Sproat Field Minute 8,21, 
22-23, 
24-25 

06 18 1878 Kupchynalth 26 Siska Sproat Field Minute 14,16,1 
8-19,23 

06 18 1878 Survey7 Siska Sproat Field Minute 17,20-21 
24,25 

1 The Kanaka Flat Indians are currently known as Kanaka Bar. O'Reilly also identified them as Kanaka Bar. Sproat 
alternately identified the Siska Indians as Siska or Siska Flat. In this Field Minute, they are identified as Siska Flat. In his 
Minutes of decision, Sproat identified them as Siska. Currently, they are known as Siska. Sproat deals with both groups in 
this field minute: pages 1 to 13 deal with the Kanaka Indians; pages 14 to 28 deal with the Siska Indians. [See vl. 6, pp. 67-
80; vl. 15, p. 167] 

2 Sproat states that the Indians are to have "a right of fishing along the whole of Palma's frontage ... The Indians may be 
reminded that I only gave them fishing and access here." Palma is a settler who Sproat doubts has proper title to his land. 
This is one time, if not the only time, Sproat ever allotted a "right of fishing." 

3 Based upon Sproat's description, it is difficult to determine if this fishery is within the reserve or not. [See vl. 6, p. 66] 

4 Sproat refers to the "present Reserve at Kanaka Flat..." Sproat must be referring to one of the areas which he notes were 
"marked off in early days as per Royal Engineers Maps" but which were "not in the schedule from the Provincial 
Government" (p. 2) as he is the first Indian Reserve Commissioner in the area to allot reserves. It would appear that the land 
at Kanaka Flat which Sproat identifies is included within this reserve. [See vl. 1, pp. 172-74; vl. 6, pp. 57-58] 

5 Sproat states that the "Kanaka Flats may share with the Siskas the Zacht Reserve..." (p, 8), however his Minute of decision 
allots Zacht 5 only to the Siska Indians. [See p. 22, this volume; vl. 6, p. 73-75] 

6 Sproat describes this reserve as having been "roughly marked off by the Royal Engineers when the waggon road was 
planned ..." (p. 14). The graveyard discussed at pages 18-19 is included within this reserve. 

7 Sproat makes reference to a sketch at the end of the Field Minute, but it appears to have been removed at some point in 
the past. Sketches of the area can be found in volume 6. 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

06 18 1878 Siska Flat 38 Siska Sproat Field Minute 14-18 

06 18 1878 Nahamanak 7 Siska Sproat Field Minute 20-21 

06 18 1878 Humhampt 6 Siska Sproat Field Minute 21-22 

06 18 1878 Kupchynalth 19 Siska Sproat Field Minute 23-24 

06 18 1878 Hamilton Creek 71 0 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 24 

8 Sproat "extends" this reserve on the north and north east to include timber (p. 16). Sproat refers to a sketch at page 20. 
It would appear that, at some later point, he removed this sketch and placed it with his Minutes of decision volume. [See vl. 
6, p. 70, also p. 80] 

9 Sproat refers to graves being included within this allotment but notes that he "did not see these graves as I was only told 
of them after my departure." (pp. 23-24) These graves do not appear to have been included in the reserve. 

1 0 Sproat states that the "Siska and I presume with them, the Kanaka Indians are to have winter grazing for their stock at 
Hamilton Creek, Nicola Valley in connection with the Lyttons." The area Sproat is referring to appears to be what is now 
Hamilton Creek 7. When Sproat allotted this reserve he identified it as "Hamilton's Creek, Nicola, Lytton Indians." This 
reserve is currently held exclusively by the Lower Nicola Indians. [See vl. 3, p. 310; 1943 Schedule, p. 102] 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/4 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

K A N A K A FLAT AND SISKA FLAT GROUP 

SUBJECT PAGE 

B.C. Government Officials 
Douglas, Gov. James 11 

Census/Population 
Kanaka Flat 7 

Colonial Reserves See list at end of index 

Fishing 2-3,4 
right of 2 

Graveyard 6,18-19,23-24 

Indians Identified 
George, Chief, Siska 20-21 

Indian Groups 
Kanaka Flat 1-13 
Lower Nicola 24 
Siska Flat 1-2,8,14-25 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 3,5,6,16,20,21,22-23 
assessment 7-8 
dispute 18-19 
enlargement 16 
grazing 24 
livestock 5,24 
settlement 1 

Pre-emption 10-11,14-15,27,28 
title 2 

Railway 5,7-8 

Settlers See list at end of index 

Survey 
instructions 2,6,8 
sketch 7,15,19-20 

Surveyor 
General 2,6,8 
Royal Engineer 10-11,14,18 

Timber 16-17,19 

Village/settlement/site 
General 1-2 
Kanaka Flat 4,6,10-12 
Siska Flat [Kupchynalth] 14,23 

Wagon road 6,14,19,22 

Water 2,4-5,8-9,10-12,13,14,16-18,20,21-25 



Colonial Reserves 
Name 
Genera] 

Comment Page 
1 

Settlers 
Name 
General 
Combe, Mr. 
Coutlie, Mr. 
Craig, Mr. 
Gillard, Auguste 
Hautier, L. 
Nicholas, Jean 
Noel, Mr. 
Paillard, Marcellin 
Palma, Mr. 
Roi (a.k.a. Roy), Victor 
Sadow, Mr. 
Sardony, Mr. 

Page 
19 
10-12 
14 
18 
15-16 
4,6,7-9,10-12,13 
15-16 
14,20-21,24 
14-16,27,28 
2 7-8 
14-17,19,20-21,24,27,28 
10 
10-11 
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VOLUME 4/5 
FIELD MINUTES ~G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
LYTTON 

SKUPPAH SUB-GROUP NEAR LYTTON 
June 19,1878 

Unlike other field minutes, this small volume (8 pages) is in Sproat's handwriting. 

This field minute is dated June 19, 1878. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to this book are dated June 19,1878. The majority of the Minutes of decision by Sproat 
for this group can be found in volume 6, pages 81-87. The Minutes of decision are dated June 18, 
1878, the day before the field minute and the same day as the Minutes of decision and field minutes 
for the Kanaka Flat and Siska Indians. 

No sketches were in the original field minutes. Sketches can be found in volume 6. 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/5 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

06 19 1878 Skuppah Sproat Field Minute 1-8 

06 19 1878 Skuppah 41 Skuppah Sproat Field Minute 1-2 

06 19 1878 Skuppah 12 Skuppah Sproat Field Minute 1-2 

06 19 1878 Survey Skuppah Sproat Field Minute 2,3,5,6a 
7 

06 19 1878 Pooeyelth 3 Skuppah Sproat Field Minute 3-5 

06 19 1878 Inklyuhkinatko 2 Skuppah Sproat Field Minute 6-7 

06 19 1878 Nooaitch 10 Lower Nicola3 Sproat Field Minute 8 

06 19 1878 Nooaitch & Speous4 Skuppah Sproat Field Minute 8 

1 Sproat identifies this as an "old reserve." It was a colonial reserve. He notes that the land is "very poor... I have not seen 
a worse reserve." [See vl. 6, pp. 81-82, 87; 1943 Schedule, p. 76; PILQ, pp. 83, 93, 105 Item M(7)] 

2 This reserve is the extension Sproat writes of in relation to the "old reserve." [See vl. 6, p. 87; 1943 Schedule, p. 76; PILQ, 
pp. 83,93, 105 Item M(7)] 

3 Sproat states that the Skuppah share their grazing lands "amongst the lands of the Mixed Indians "Nicola River 20 to 23 
miles up."" Based upon information in volume 4/8, it would appear that Sproat is referring to what is currently known as 
Nooaitch 10. Although Sproat indicates that this area is to be jointly used by various Indian groups, his Minute of decision 
for this land is not reflective of that intention. This reserve is currently held by the Nooaitch Indians. [See 3, pp. 316-20; vl. 
4/8; 1943 Schedule, p. 102] 

4 Sproat states that the Skuppah have fenced lands "on left bank of Nicola river between the tributaries of Speous and Noo-
aitch. These Fraser river lands are scarcely worth cultivation in any place, but the Indians cling to their old place." (p. 8). 
It is unclear exactly where this area is, however, it does not appear to have been confirmed as a reserve, nor have the 
Skuppah been included in any commonage in this area. 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/5 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

LYTTON 
SKUPPAH SUB-GROUP NEAR LYTTON 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Colonial Reserves See list at end of index 

Indian Groups 
Skuppah 1-8 

Indians Identified 
None 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 3-5,8 
assessment 2,6,6a 
enlargement 2 
grazing 8 

Mining 3-4 

Settlers See list at end of index 

Survey 
instructions 2,3,5 
sketch 2 

Timber 6a 

Village/settlement/site 

Skuppah 1-2 

Wagon road 2,6,6a 

Water 4-5,6-7,8 

Colonial Reserves 
Name Comment Page 
Skuppah "... old reserve..." 2 

Settlers 
Name Page 
Chee, Ah 3-7 
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VOLUME 4/6 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

LOWER NICOLA 
POTATOE [sic] GARDENS 

August 20,1878 

Although these are Sproat's field minutes, they appear to have been transcribed/written out by a 
secretary. The handwriting in the book is not Sproat's. There is no indication as to who the secretary 
might have been. Correspondence in volumes 1 and 2 indicate that George Blenkinsop, C.G. Cogan 
and J.R. Anderson (son of former JIRC Commissioner A.C. Anderson) acted as secretaries and/or 
copyists. Copying out material such as Sproat's field minutes would have fallen into their duties. 

This field minute is dated August 20,1878. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to this book are dated August 20,1878. Curiously, however, Sproat makes reference in 
this field minute to the Land Act Amendment of 1879. This would suggest that while the work noted 
in the book perhaps took place on August 20, 1878, some, or the whole of this field minute was 
written in 1879. Volume 4/7 is noted by Sproat as having been revised July 23,1879, perhaps this 
volume was as well. 

Sproat notes that other tribes have been made to "pay for the ... privilege" of wintering their stock 
near the Nicola River by Chilliheeta (Upper Nicola) and Na-weese-is-ti-kun (Lower Nicola). Sproat 
states, "I have told all the Indians that this paying of tribute shall now cease, and each tribe should 
manage and enjoy its own lands..." (pp. 2-3) 

With respect to a dispute between the Indians and a settler named Duball, Sproat states, "I effected 
a compromise of this question by inducing the Indians to abandon their claims to the land and to 
permit Mr. Duball to take the fences if he pleased, on the Indians being paid $30.00. I paid this 
money to Challoo for this brother, or those concerned, and have his receipt." (p. 5) Interestingly, the 
date of this field minute and Sproat's correspondence with Mr. Duball are not in sync (see vl. 1, p. 
243). 

Based upon the reserve Sproat appears to be dealing with in this field minute, the Indians Sproat 
identifies as "Shack-in" or "Potatoe Gardens" appear to be those Indians currently known as Lower 
Nicola. The reserves are currently held by Shackan [See NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 64, 94]. 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 

Revised January 2005 
Revised March 2003 

December 1998 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/6 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

08 20 1878 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 1-11 

08 20 1878 Survey Lower Nicola Sproat Instructions 3-4,5-7 
8-11 

08 20 1878 Shackan 111 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 4-7,8-9, 
10-11 

08 20 1878 Kloklowuck 7 Cook's Ferry Sproat Field Minute 7-8,9-10 

1 Spelled by Sproat "Shackin". This reserve was also known as "Potato Illahie" and is currently held by the Shackan Indians. 
It spans both sides of the river. Sproat orients the land to the western boundary of Mr. John Duball's farm. This is most likely 
Lot 1024. Interestingly, in discussing this reserve, Sproat makes reference to the "land Amendment Act of 1879" - this field 
minute is dated 1878. Also, this field minute is dated six days before Sproat's letter to Mr. Duball. In his letter to Mr. 
Duball, he states, "I think a compromise can be effected ... if you would ..." This language implies that the compromise 
Sproat states he has "effected" in the field minute, has not yet been approved by Mr. Duball. The Minute of decision for 
Shackan 11 is in metes and bounds. No mention is made of this farm. [See vl. 1, p. 243; vl. 3, "Third Copy" #4, pp. 68 & 
70; 1943 Schedule, p. 103; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 64; NTS sheet 92/16] 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/6 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

LOWER NICOLA 
POTATOE [sic] GARDENS 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Fishing 11 

Indian Act 11 

Indian Groups 
Cook's Ferry 3,7-8,9-10 
Shack-in or Potatoe Gardens (Nicola Val.) 2 
Na-weese-is-ti-kun's people (Nicola Val.) 2 
Chilliheetsa's people (Nicola Val.) 2 
Nicomen 3,6 

Indians Identified 
Ah-ta-mel 1 

Headman, Lower Nicola [Shackan] 
Challoo (Lytton Indian) 4-5 
Chilliheetsa (Chief, Upper Nicola) 2 
Na-weese-is-ti-kun (Chief, Lower Nicola) 2 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 2-3,4-5 
assessment 6,9 
campground 11 
dispute 4-5 
grazing 2-3 
livestock 2-3,11 

Land Amendment Act, 1879 6-7,10 

Pre-emption 4-5 

Settlers 
General 9 
Duball, John 4-6,8-10 

Survey 

instructions 3-4,5-7,8-11 

Village/settlement/site 
Shackan [a.k.a. Potatoe Garden] 1 
Ishah-kin-ikt [garden] 1 

Wagon road 11 

Water 8,9,10-11 

Book04/6.05- January 2005 
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VOLUME 4/7 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
LOWER NICOLA 

SPECIAL RESERVE NEAR POTATOE GARDEN 
August 20,1878 

Unlike other field minutes, this small volume is in Sproat's handwriting. 

The original date of this field minute is August 20,1878. Sproat has noted that it was revised July 
23, 1879. There is also a notation on the cover stating: "Surveyed 1879." In the brief three pages 
it is unclear what may have been revised. In this instance, the original date, rather than the revised 
date, has been used in the index as Sproat's work with respect to this "Special Reserve" is 
undoubtedly related to his field minute on the Potatoe Gardens of the same date (see vl. 4/6). This 
small field minute is unique in its own way as it deals with a specific area, which is only vaguely 
described by Sproat. Sproat deals with two areas on either side of the Nicola River. 

Sproat identifies these Indians as the "Potatoe Garden Indians." The areas he is describing are 
currently held by the Shackan Indians, formerly known as Lower Nicola. Sproat identifies these 
Indians as "Potatoe Garden" Indians in volume 4/6. Inexplicably, the sketch at the end of this field 
minute appears to be of a different area than that discussed in the field minute. 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/7 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy 

RESERVE BAND/TRIBE AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR 

TYPE DOC PAGE 

08 20 1878 Lower Nicola1 Sproat Field Minute 1-4 

08 20 1878 Soldatquo 122 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 1-4 

08 20 1878 Papsilqua 133 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 3 

08 20 1878 Survey Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 3 

08 20 1878 Nooaitch Grass 94 Lower Nicola Sproat Sketch 4 

08 20 1878 Nooaitch 10 Lower Nicola Sproat Sketch 4 

1 Sproat's original date for this field minute is August 20,1878, he has an additional notation that it was revised 23 July 
1879. There is no indication in the field minute what the revision[s] was [were]. 

2 This reserve is currently held by the Shackan Indians. In relation to this area, Sproat states that he was unable to come 
to any decisions until the Skeikut [9] and Squianny [10] (spelled by Sproat "Skway-anny") reserves of the Nicomen and 
the pasture land of "Na-wees-is-ti-kum' people" [i.e. Lower Nicola] had been carefully examined (pp. 1-2). Sproat then 
goes on to discuss land on the right bank of the Nicola River. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 103] 

3 This reserve is currently held by the Shackan Indians. 

4 This reserve and Nooatich 10 are currently held by the Nooaitch Indians. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 102] 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/7 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

LOWER NICOLA ~ SPECIAL RESERVE NEAR POTATOE GARDEN 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Colonial Reserves 
None identified 

Indian Groups 
Lower Nicola 1-4 
Nicomen 1 

Indians Identified 
None 

Indian Land 
assessment 2 
grazing 1-2 

Railway 3 

Settlers 
None identified 

Survey 
instructions 
sketch 

3 
4 

Surveyor 
Jemmett 2-3 

Village/settlement/site 
None identified 

Water 2 

Book04-7.05 January 2005 
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VOLUME 4/8 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

NICOLA RIVER 
"MIXED INDIANS" 

August 26,1878 

This field minute is in Sproat's handwriting. 

This field minute is dated August 26, 1878. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to this book are dated August 26,1878. 

Sproat identifies the group he is dealing with as "Mixed Indians." Sproat appears to include in this 
group "Nicola, Boston Bar, Skuppah &c tribes" (p. 1) Given his notation at the beginning of the 
book, Sproat appears to be talking about an area on the "Nicola River, right and left bank about 20 
to 23 miles from Cook's Ferry." Remarks in this field minute are closely connected with other 
observations and remarks made by Sproat in volume 4/6 and 4/7. 

People of Note 
Indians identified 

by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 
G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Revised January 2005 
Revised March 2003 

December 1998 

Missing pages 
None 



ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/8 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

08 26 1878 "Mixed Indians"' Sproat Field Minute 1-16 

08 26 1878 Survey "Mixed Indians" Sproat Instructions 3-5,7 

08 26 1878 Nooaitch 102 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 3-5,7-8, 
13-14 

08 26 1878 Nooaitch Grass 9 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 4-5 

08 26 1878 Nooaitch Grass 9 Lower Nicola Sproat Sketch 6 

08 26 1878 Speous 83 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 7-8 

08 26 1878 Elphinstone Gardens4 "Mixed Indians" Sproat Field Minute 8-9,13 

08 26 1878 Nooaitch 10 Lower Nicola5 Sproat Sketch[es] 10-12 

08 26 1878 Nooaitch Grass 9 Lower Nicola6 Sproat Sketch 15 

1 This is the term used by Sproat Sproat's notation in the field minute states this includes "Mixed Indians of Nicola, 
Boston Bar, Skuppah &c tribes" (p. 1), however, the reserves which are discussed are currently held by the Lower 
Nicola or Nooaitch Indians. 
2 This reserve is currently held by the Nooaitch Indians. Sproat orients this reserve to the pre-emptions of settlers 
named Montrose, Elphinstone, Smith and Petit It is somewhat difficult to determine where the land of these settlers 
is located in relation to Sproat's description. A rough sketch of the area is at the end of the volume. This sketch 
suggests that Petit's land is at Lot 138, Gr. 1. It would appear that the land Sproat identifies as Elphinstone's was 
actually held by Montrose and Smith. In other correspondence, Sproat's states that the distance from Spence's Bridge 
to Elphinstone's pre-emption fa 22 1/2 miles. Based upon this, it would appear that Elphinstone's land was in the 
middle of Nooaitch 10. The sketch, however, suggests that Elphinstone's/Montrose's land was at the north end of 
Nooaitch 10 and that Smith's land was, roughly, in the middle of the reserve. [See vl. 2, p. 373; vl. 3 pp. 316-20; 
CLSRBC 206; CLSRBC 7128] 
3 Sproat identifies this as "Pony's" valley. 
4 Sproat states that in going from the Potatoe [sic] Gardens to Elphinstone's, the Indians showed Mm "pieces of land 
and also Indian houses just before getting to Elphinstone." He notes that he "declined to assign" this land which 
contained some Indian houses because he could not see where they could get water for it The area appears to be 
between Shackan 11 and Nooaitch 10. There is no reserve at this point There is a notation on the tetter in the field 
minute: "Copy made July 16,1979" This is almost one year after the date of the field minute. [See pp. 13,13a, this 
volume] 
5 These sketches are very difficult to read. They are rough sketches made by Mohun. They all appear to be within 
Nooaitch 10. 
6 There is an initialled notation by Sproat stating: "These red lines were drawn by Mr. Jane [a surveyor] - better if be 
had not" The sketch appears to have been done by Sproat Nooaitch Grass 9 is schematically shown on the sketch. 
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SUBJECT 

B.C. Government Officials 
Government Agent 

Indian Groups 
Lower Nicola 
"Mixed Indians" 

Indians Identified 
None 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 
assessment 
grazing 
livestock 

Land Amendment Act, 1879 

Pre-emption 

Settlers 
General 
Coutlie, A. 
Elphinstone, Roger7 

Marshall, John 
Montrose, John. 
Petit, V. 
Smith, Mr. 

Survey 
instructions 
sketch 

Surveyor 
Jane, John 
Mohun, Edward 

Timber 

Village/settlement/site 
Poney's (valley) 

Water 

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/8 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

NICOLA RIVER 
"MIXED INDIANS" 

PAGE 

13 

3-15 
1-16 

3-4,7,13 
3-4,8 
2 
2 

3,7 

3,7,13 

4 
13 
3,7,8-9,10-12,13,13a 
13 
4,7,8,14 
4,7,8 
3,13 

3-5,7 
5,6,10-12,14,15 

15 
13a 

7 

3,8,9 

Book 04-8.05 January 2005 

Elphinstone is noted by Sproat to be the "husband of the Indian woman living further up." 







































Revised January 2005 
Revised March 2003 

December 1998 
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VOLUME 4/9 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
NICOLA-MAMEET RESERVE 

September 5,1878 

This field minute is in Sproat's handwriting. 

This field minute is dated September 5,1878. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to indexing this book are dated September 5, 1878. Interestingly, although this volume 
is dated 1878, there is a marginal notation stating "Amend to suit Land Act 1879." There are 
subsequent notations regarding information received from surveyor Edward Mohun in January 1880 
(pp. 3,7,19,24). Thus, it would seem that Sproat, at the very least reviewed this field minute, if he 
did not actually revise it at a later date. 

In this volume, Sproat touches upon numerous disputes/disagreements between the Indians and the 
settlers in the area. As was his practice, Sproat attempted to find compromise between the two 
positions, however, within the area he identifies as being at the "foot of Nicola Lake", Sproat appears 
to have been less than successful. He states that it is "incontestable" that the Indians were "forced 
to remove after having occupied and cultivated it" without any compensation. He notes he "found 
a stronger feeling amongst the Indians on this matter than I have noticed in any part of the country." 
Sproat states he saw "no hope of gaining anything" by raising the issue with either the federal or 
provincial government, the land having "passed through 3 hands - and on my telling the Indians of 
this, they shrieked and galloped about like madmen." Sproat concludes by stating he "finally made 
the best of it by including such portions in the neighbourhood as could be found." (pp. 22-23) 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

Peter O'Reilly Stipendiary Magistrate 
G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/9 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

09 05 1878 Lower Nicola1 Sproat Field Minute 1-26 

09 05 1878 Survey Lower Nicola Sproat Instructions 1,4,7 
13,16-17 
20-21, 
23-24 
25 

09 05 1878 Nicola Mameet 12 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 1-2,12, 
13-17 

09 05 1878 Nicola Mameet 13 Lower Nicola Unknown Sketch 2 

09 05 1878 Pocket4 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 3-4 

09 05 1878 Graveyard5 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 5-7 

09 05 1878 Pipseul 3 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 8,12 

09 05 1878 Pipseul 3 Lower Nicola6 Mohun Sketch 9-9a 

09 05 1878 Fishery7 Lower Nicola \ Sproat Field Minute 10-11 

1 Sproat identifies this field minute as "Nekla-Kap-A-Muk Indians Nicola-Mameet Reserve." On the first page of the field 
minute, he states that the "above tribe is commonly known as "Na-weese-is-ti-kun's" tribe." Na-weese-is-ti-kun was a chief 
of the Indians currently known as Lower Nicola. There is a notation on the cover which says "Surveyed 1879." On the first 
page, Sproat states that the field minute contains "Instructions for surveyors in pursuance of the decisions of the Indian 
Reserve Commission." (p. 1) 

2 Sproat states that the "old reserve was assigned by Mr. O'Reilly in August 1868." This reserve was also known as "Naik" 
and "Toloochie." Sproat enlarges the colonial reserve. He notes that it is to include "all land not legally occupied" and that 
it is to include land near the settler named Alexander Coutlie. Later, Sproat refers to a dispute between the Indians and a 
settler named Schwartze. He notes that the "Indians very much dislike Mr. Schwartze. He probably has not a good way with 
them, and his land lies quite inside theirs." In fact, Mr. Schwartze's land was Lot 129, which is completely surrounded by 
Nicola Mameet 1. [See vl. pp. 254-56; NTS Sheet 921/2; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 55,91; PILQ, pp. 105 ItemP(2), 165] 

3 This sketch appears to show the extent of the original colonial reserve; a portion of the existing reserve. It also shows the 
reserve in relation to nearby settlers' claims. 

4 The Indians requested that the reserve include an area known as "the Pocket", which was "beyond 10 Mile Creek". This 
area was not included in the reserve. 

5 Sproat mentions graveyards in relation to the claims of a settler named Woodward. The Indians are to have access to the 
graveyards. None of these graveyards were set aside as reserves. Based upon the marginal notation, it would appear that 
the Indians removed the bodies from Woodward's land, 

6 The information on page 9a appears to come from a Mohun's field book. 

7 Sproat includes copies of letters in the field minute outlining an agreement between the settler Guichon and the Lower 
Nicola Indians with respect to access to the fishery at Mameet [currently Mamit] Lake. These are also found in volume 1. 
[See vl. 1, pp. 258-59] 



DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

09 05 1878 Nicola River Plains8 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 20-21 

09 05 1878 Nicola River9 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 22-24 

09 05 1878 Old Zoht10 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 23-24 

09 05 1878 Logan's 6 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 24-25 

09 05 1878 Hamilton Creek 7 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 25-26 

09 05 1878 Douglas Lake 311 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 26 

8 This area was never confirmed as a reserve. Sproat states in this field minute that this is a "temporary reserve," however, 
in volume 3 he appears to allot this area as a separate reserve, no mention being made that it is a temporary reserve. Part of 
the "temporariness" of the reserve may be that Sproat states that "if, in 10 years, from this date, it is found that the land is 
not needed by the Indians, it can be surrendered by the DomD (p. 20) [See vl. 3, p. 308; CLSRBC 266A] 

9 See vl. 3, pp. 300-02; vl. 7, pp. 33-33a. 

1 0 This would appear to be the area described as being near George Clapperton's. [See vl. 3, p. 304; CLSRBC 266A] 

1 1 Sproat's discussion of this area is somewhat vague. It could be that he is speaking of the Douglas Lake Commonage, 
however, it is also possible Sproat is discussing the land at Douglas Lake 3. 
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SUBJECT 

B.C. Government Officials 
O'Reilly, Peter 
Stipendiary Magistrate 

Census/Population 
Lower Nicola (children) 

Colonial Reserves 

Fishing 
right of 

Graveyard 

Indians Identified 
Chilliheesta 
Chief Upper Nicola 

Logan 
Lower Nicola 

Na-weese-ti-kun 
Chief, Lower Nicola 

Na-weese-ti-kun's brother 
Lower Nicola 

Indian Groups 
Lower Nicola 
Upper Nicola 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 
campground 
dispute 
enlargement 
grazing 
livestock 
trespass 

Settlers 

Survey 
field book 
instructions 
sketch 

Surveyor 
Dominion Govt. 
Mohun, Edward 

Trail 

Village/settlement/site 
"the Pocket" (near Nicola Mameet) 

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/9 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
NICOLA-MAMEET RESERVE 

PAGE 

20 

See list at end of index 

8 
10 
5,7,19 

26 

24-25 

1,7,25,26 

24 

1-26 
26 

14-15,20,25 
8 
10-12,13,22 
3 
12-13,18,25-26 
12- 13 
18 

See list at end of index 

13- 15 
9-9a 
1,4,7,13,16-17,20-21,25 
2,8,9,23 

15 
4,7,9-9a,19,20-21,23-24 

16 

Wagon road 12,16-17,18-19 

Water 4-5,8,15,20,24 
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Colonial Reserves 
Name 
Nicola Mameet 

Settlers 
Name 
General 
Carrall, Mr. 
Carririgton, Mr. 
Clapperton, George 
Coutlie, Alexander 
Dolly, Mr. 
Gillie, Mr. 
Guichon, Mr. 
McRae, Mr. 
Mickle, W. 
Paillard, V. 
Schwartze, Thomas 
Suchel, Edward. 
Wiul, Mr. 
Woodward, H 
Woodward, Thos. 

Comment Page 
"... old reserve assigned ..." 1 

Page 
25-26 
2 
2 
12,23 
2,3,4 
12 
23,24 
9a-11,12 
20-21 
2 
4 
2,13,14-16 
2,5,18-19 
2 
2,5-6 
2,5-7 

Book 04-9.05 - January 2005 
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V O L U M E 4/10 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

N E K L A - K A P - A - M U K INDIANS 
THE COLDWATER AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD 

September 6,1878 

Although these are Sproat's field minutes, they appear to have been transcribed/copied by a secretary. 
The handwriting in the first part of the book is not Sproat's. There is no indication as to who the 
secretary might have been. Correspondence in volumes 1 and 2 indicates that George Blenkinsop, 
C.G. Cogan and J.R. Anderson (son of former JIRC Commissioner A.C. Anderson) acted as 
secretaries and/or copyists. Copying out material such as Sproat's field minutes would have fallen 
into their duties. At page 11 of the field minute, however, the handwriting changes from that of a 
secretary to Sproat's own writing. Pages 11-15 are written in Sproat's hand. 

This field minute is dated September 6, 1878. No other date appears in the volume, thus, all matters 
pertaining to the index of this book are dated September 6, 1878. At one point, Sproat states that 
"the Reserve Commission was working at the neighbourhood of Coldwater, namely on the 2nd Sept. 
1878." (p. 12) 

Interestingly, in this field minute Sproat identifies the Indians as the "Coldwater Indians" In his 
Minute of decision, Sproat identifies the Indians to whom the reserve is allotted as "Lower Nicola 
Indians with mixed Indians of Spuzzum, Boston Bar, Boothroyd, Siska and Upper Similkameen." 
In 1894, the Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs noted that the Upper Similkameen had 
"no share" in this reserve (vl. 18, pp. 447-48, vl. 14, p. 196). Nevertheless, the 1943 Schedule 
identifies the holders of the reserve as Lower Nicola, Boston Bar, Spuzzum, Boothroyd and Siska 
and Upper Similkameen (p. 101). It is unclear when the Coldwater Indians were actually deemed 
to be a Band. Census records held in Ottawa indicate that the Indians on the reserve were considered 
a "band" in the 1920s.1 For the purpose of the index, the Indians are identified as Coldwater. 

From Sproat's statements, it appears that the Indians had been dispossessed of lands by some settlers, 
"...but rather than raise difficult questions between the governments with respect to lands occupied 
and improved by white men, I finally induced the Indians to let bygones be bygones, and to take 
things as they were, and try to make the best of what offered." (p. 2) With respect to a settler 
identified as the "Mexican Gregario", Sproat states that he was unable to meet this gentleman and 
with respect to the land Gregario apparently occupied adjacent to the Coldwater reserve Sproat 
stated, "[e]ven i f Gregario has no record and is not occupying the land, I have no wish to disturb him 
provided he is a bona fide squatter desirous of making a home." (p. 5) 

People of Note: 
Indians identified 

by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 
G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 

1 Discussion with Pierrette Galley, Head, Genealogical Research Section, DIA Ottawa. 



ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/10 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

09 06 1878 Coldwater Sproat Field Minute 1-16 

09 06 1878 Coldwater 12 Coldwater Sproat Field Minute 

09 06 1878 Survey Coldwater Sproat Instructions 3-5,7-8, 
9 

09 06 1878 Paul's Basin 23 Coldwater Sproat Field Minute 6-7 

09 06 1878 Gwen Lake 34 Coldwater Sproat Field Minute 8 

09 06 1878 Joeyaska 25 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 8-15 

09 06 1878 Coldwater 1 Coldwater6 Unknown Sketch 16 

09 06 1878 Paul's Basin 2 Coldwater Unknown Sketch 16 

09 06 1878 Joeyaska 2 Lower Nicola Unknown Sketch 16 

09 06 1878 Nicola Mameet 1 Lower Nicola Unknown Sketch 16 

2 In 1894, the Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs noted that the Upper Similkameen had "no share" in this 
reserve. Nevertheless, the 1943 Schedule identifies the holders of the reserve as Lower Nicola, Boston Bar, Spuzzum, 
Boothroyd and Siska and Upper Similkameen. The pre-emption of the "Mexican Gregario" is mentioned by Sproat as a 
boundary marker in relation to the allotment of the reserve. The "69 mile post" or "tree" is also noted. Later, Sproat refers 
to a dispute between the Indians and a settler named Charters (see pp. 9-12). [See vl. 1, pp. 279-81; vl. 18, pp. 447-48, vl. 
14, p. 196; 1943 Schedule, p. 101] 

3 See vl. 1, p. 229. 

4 This area does not appear to be confirmed as a reserve. Sproat described it as being "part... swamp ... over the mountain 
from Quin-sahten." [emphasis in original] 

5 Although this reserve is not for the Coldwater Indians, Sproat includes it in this field minute. He states that the "case of 
Joey-aska which was brought before me by the Indians, and also by Mr. Clapperton, J.P., has involved much trouble and 
correspondence, but I finally decided that the Indians ought to have the place known as Joey-aska's place, near the mouth 
of the Coldwater where there is a big field fenced." (p. 8) 

6 Sproat notes on the sketch "This sketch has no pretensions to accuracy, but is meant as a partial guide to surveyor. ... 
GMS" 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
V O L U M E 4/10 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

THE COLDWATER AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD 

SUBJECT PAGE 
B.C. Government Officials 

Clapperton, John, Stipendiary Magistrate 5,8,9-10 

Indian Groups 
Coldwater 1-16 
Lower Nicola 2-9,16 

Indians Identified 
Paul (Coldwater Indian) 6 
Joey-aska (Lower Nicola Indian) 8-10 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 2,3 -4,5,9,11 
assessment 9 
dispute 2,8-9,10-15 
livestock 4-5 

Pre-emption 3,5-6 

Settlers 
General 2,5 
Clapperton, George 5,6,9 
Charters, William 9-15 
Gregario, Mr. ("the Mexican")7 3,5-6,8,16 
Petit, V. 16 

Survey 
instructions 3-5,7-8,9 
sketch 16 

Surveyor 

Mohun, Edward 8,9 

Timber 14-15 

Trail 3,4-5 

Village/settlement/site 
Joey-aska's place 8-10,11,14-15 
Quin-sahten (Coldwater area) 8 

Water 7-8,9-10,12-13 
irrigation ditch 2,10 

Book 4-10.05 - January 2005 

7 Sproat identifies this man as "the Mexican Gregario" (p. 5). He notes that this gentleman is not the "Gregario 
Garcia" for whom he found a pre-emption at the land office. 
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VOLUME 4/11 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

UPPER NICOLA INDIANS 
NICOLA & DOUGLAS LAKES 

September 28,1878 

Although these are Sproat's field minutes, they appear to have been transcribed/written out by a 
secretary. The handwriting in the book is not Sproat's. There is no indication as to who the secretary 
have been. Correspondence in volumes 1 and 2 indicates that George Blenkinsop, C.G. Cogan and 
J.R. Anderson (son of former JIRC Commissioner A.C. Anderson) acted as secretaries and/or 
copyists. Copying out material such as Sproat's field minutes would have fallen into their duties. 

This field minute is dated September 28,1878. Like some of the other field minutes, it appears that 
Sproat reviewed and perhaps revised this field minute at a later date. At one point, Sproat cites a 
letter from Mohun dated January 12,1880. Sproat also knows where Chilliheetsa resided the winter 
after Sproat's visit, that is 1879 [p. 21]. Thus, Sproat was still dealing with matters related to these 
Indians at that time. Nevertheless, all matters pertaining to this book are dated September 28,1878, 
as he dated it at the end. 

Sproat identifies two groups of Indians, the Upper Nicola and the Douglas Lake, however, the Chief 
of both groups is Chilliheetsa. These two groups now comprise the Upper Nicola Indians. 

With respect to the Upper Nicola Chief, Chilliheetsa, abandoning a request for a fishery, Sproat 
remarks "... Chilliheetsa though a polite and in some respects estimable Indian, of the old school, 
may in the future bring this request up again. I was particularly careful to guard against all 
misunderstandings with him, and to have everything clear on my side of the arrangements." [p. 8] 

With respect to resolving the Douglas Lake dispute, Sproat states that when Chilliheetsa's demands 
were refused, "Chilliheetsa shut himself up in his house for two days, and spoke to nobody, and it 
was only on my threatening to move camp that some of the Indians induced him to continue 
conversation. After that incident we got on very well." [p. 12] Sproat states that he "refused to give 
land all around the lake or all on one side of the Lake." [p. 13] Sproat's "compromise" to the 
situation included insuring that none of the settlers around Douglas Lake were disturbed. He allowed 
settlers to cut timber on the Douglas Lake reserve. He also decides not to set aside the land upon 
which Chilliheetsa has a "kekwilly" house and corral. He states he "induced Chilliheetsa to leave 
that place and go within his proper reserve ..." [pp. 21-22] 

Interestingly, Sproat states that Chilliheetsa assisted in helping to arrest "Usshers murderers." [p. 
29(2)]. A man named Ussher was a Stipendiary Magistrate. It is unclear if this was the same person. 

In discussing the burial of one of Chilliheetsa's sons, Sproat states, "[t]his scattering of graves is 
objectionable, and I think this son was buried there from a savage idea (quite intelligible in the 
confused state of the Chief's mind as to his land claims) that thereby he was strengthening his claim 
to the land, but now that my decision is made and the Indians are amply provided for in the best way 
for them ..." [p. 22] 

Sproat speculates that "it is extremely unlikely that white settlement will ever extend to this part of 
the District. It lies too high for cultivation, but the grass may be useful to stock farmers for some 
time yet, if not over grazed. What is given to the Indians in this quarter will not interfere with any 
of the white peoples." [p. 29] 



People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 



ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/11 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

09 28 1878 Upper Nicola1 Sproat Field Minute 1-29 

09 28 1878 Nicola Lake 12 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 2-3,4-7 
29(1-2) 

09 28 1878 Survey Upper Nicola Sproat Instructions 2-3,4,5, 
7,8,13, 
18-19, 
24,28 

09 28 1878 Nicola Lake3 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 4 

09 28 1878 Douglas Lake 34 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 7,8-15 

09 28 1878 Hamilton Creek 2 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 7-8 

09 28 1878 Fishery5 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 8 

09 28 1878 Chapperon Lake 56 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 9.24-25 

1 Sproat identifies these Indians as "half Okanagan - half Nekla-kap-a-muk - or more specially Okanagan." (p. 1), however, 
the lands discussed are held by the Upper Nicola Indians. The field minute goes to page 29, then Sproat adds a "Post Script" 
of 2 written pages and two sketches. 

2 Sproat identifies this area only as the "No. 1 Reserve." He states that there is to be an extension of the reserve. This 
appears to be included within what is now Nicola Lake 1. A settler named Moore is mentioned in relation to the boundary 
of the extension. Interestingly, Chilliheetsa, the Upper Nicola Chief advises Sproat that the old reserve was not surveyed 
correctly. Chilliheetsa states he believes that "the back line should not have been run parallel to the Lake, but the Township 
line." (pp. 4-5) Even if these are not Chilliheetsa's exact words, it is notable that he is well enough informed to be able to 
discuss boundaries in terms of natural boundaries and complex concepts such as township lines. Sproat's investigations 
indicate the survey was done correctly. The "Post-script" following page 29 deals with the land of Mr. Wheeler Mickle, next 
to Nicola Lake 1. Sproat states he advised Chilliheetsa that none of this land would be included in the reserve. (p. 29( 1)) 

3 Sproat states that "Mr. Mohun ... mentioned that one of the Indians had asked him to state to me that he wanted a place 
on the opposite side of Nicola Lake from this reserve, but as this was not brought to my notice by the Indians when on the 
spot, and as a survey party will not again have occasion to go there, and moreover, as the Indians have sufficient land for 
all within the reserve I do not see my way to include this place." Sproat notes that the Indian is "not likely to be disturbed 
in his occupation at such an out of the way place, but it is not a reserve." (p. 4) 

4 Sproat includes a copy of his resolution of the dispute between Mr. John Douglas Junior and the Upper Nicola Indians. 
Although the text is somewhat confusing, Sproat appears to delineate between lands set aside for the Upper Nicola Indians 
and the Douglas Lake Indians. The text reads "These two reserves [referring to the Upper Nicola reserves] complete the 
Nicola Lake reserves of these Indians. Their main reserve [apparently now referring to the Douglas Lake Indians] is to be 
at Douglas Lake. ..." (pp. 8-9) [See vl. 1, pp. 263-70, 277] 

5 Chilliheetsa, Chief of the Upper Nicola requested another fishery at the mouth of a stream occupied, Sproat believed, by 
a settler named Moore. Sproat states, "I showed Chilliheetsa how inconvenient it would be to have Indians there" and how 
the Indians had other fisheries. "Chillihetsa finally said to me in a formal interview that they abandoned the request." (p. 
8) 
6 In describing the fishery at Chapperon Lake, Sproat states that a settler named Guichon told him "that he has seen a 
thousand Indians there at one time in spring - Nicolas, Similkameens, Okanagans, and Shuswaps. They have a race course 
and camping ground." (p. 25) 



DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

09 28 1878 Douglas Lake Commonage Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 16-19, 
20-22 

09 28 1878 Okanagan Commonage7 Okanagan Sproat Field Minute 18 

09 28 1878 Spahomin Creek 4 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 20 

09 28 1878 Graveyard8 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 22-24,25 

09 28 1878 Chapperon Creek 69 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 26-28 

09 28 1878 Salmon Lake 710 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 28 

09 28 1878 Nicola Lake 111 Upper Nicola Sproat Field Minute 29(1-2) 

09 28 1878 Nicola Lake 1 Upper Nicola Sproat Sketch 29(2) 

09 28 1878 Hamilton Creek 2 Upper Nicola Unknown Sketch 30 

09 28 1878 Nicola Lake 1 Upper Nicola Unknown Sketch 31 

7 Sproat refers to this allotment when discussing his allotment of the Douglas Lake Commonage. 

8 Sproat discusses small, individual burial sites. These areas were not assigned or confirmed as reserves. 

9 Sproat states this reserve is to contain about 15 acres "no greater extent being required or indeed available as white settler 
lands surround it." (p. 26) 

1 0 In addition to the fishery, Sproat states that the Indians "made a request for grassland here but could give no reasons for 
it, and I have only assigned the above fishery." (p. 28) Sproat suggests that the Indians made the request as Mr. Guichon 
uses "a shut-in valley in the neighbourhood, convenient for branding cattle &c." 

1 1 Sproat discusses the issues between the Indians and the settler whose land abuts Nicola Lake 1. 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/11 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
UPPER NICOLA INDIANS 

NICOLA & DOUGLAS LAKES 

SUBJECT 

B.C. Government Officials 
O'Reilly, Peter, Stipendiary Magistrate 
CCLW 

Census/Population 
"Nicolas, Similkameens, Okanagans 
and Shuswaps" 

Colonial Reserve 

Fishing 

Graveyard 
Indian Graves Ordinance, 1867 

Indian Groups 
Okanagan 
Shuswap 
Similkameen 
Upper Nicola 

Indians Identified 
Chilliheetsa (Chief, Upper Nicola) 
Charlie 
(Son of Chilliheetsa, Upper Nicola) 

Moses (Chief, Okanagan) 
Seen-noo-lowhk (Douglas Lake Indian) 
Too-e-yet (Douglas Lake Indian) 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 
assessment 
campground 
dispute 
grazing 
kekwilly house 
livestock 
race course 
surrender 
trespass 

Indian Reserve Commission 
Sproat 
authority 

Pre-emption 
Crown Grant 

PAGE 

4-6 
10 

25 

See list at end of index 

3-4,7,8-9,24-28 

22-24,25 
23 

1,18,24,25 
25 
25 
1-29 

4-7,8,12,15,19-22,24,29(1-2) 
4,6 

24 
9 
9 

3,6,7,11,14,16,19,20 
2,3,14 
25-26,28 
7,9-13,29(1-2) 
2,12,14,16-17,25,28 
20-21 
17-18,20-21,25-26,27 
25-26 
7 
29(1-2) 

10-11,18 

9-10 
10 

Settler See list at end of index 

Survey 
instructions 
sketch 

4-5 
2-3,4,5,7,13,18-19,24,28 
2,7,30,31 



- 6 -

SUBJECT PAGE 

Surveyor 

Mohun, Edward 4,5-6,7,13,15,19,28,29(2) 

Timber 3,11-12,26,28 

Trail 26-28 

Village/settlement/site 

Douglas Lake 9-11,19,20-21,22 

Wagon road 23-24 

Water 7,11 
Colonial Reserves 
Name Comment Page 
Nicola Lake "... 1868 ... laid off" 5-6 

Settlers 
Name Page 
General 9-10,13,14,15,18-19,23,25,26,2729 
Beak, Mr. 13,15 
Dalley, Mr. 5-6 
Douglas, John Jr. 9-11,19,20-21,22 
Douglas, John Sr. 19 
Guichon, Mr. 25,27,28 
Lauder, Mr. 13,15 
McDonald, Mr. 19 
McRae, George 15,19-20 
Mickle, W. 5,6,29(1-2) 
Moore, Mr. 2,13 
Moore, S. 8 
Murray, Hugh 10,19 
Pablo, Mr. 13 
Woodward, Mr. 26 

Book04-11.05 January 2005 
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VOLUME 4/12 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
LYTTON GROUP 

HAMILTON'S CREEK 
September 30,1878 

Although these are Sproat's field minutes, they appear to have been transcribed/written out by a 
secretary. The handwriting in the book is not Sproat's. There is no indication as to who the secretary 
might have been. Correspondence in volumes 1 and 2 indicates that George Blenkinsop, C.G. Cogan 
and J.R. Anderson (son of former JIRC Commissioner A.C. Anderson) acted as secretaries and/or 
copyists. Copying out material such as Sproat's field minutes would have fallen into their duties. 

This field minute is dated September 30,1878. There is a "Post Script" on pages 9-10 dated February 
15, 1880. There is also a copy of a letter written to a settler dated August 11, 1879(p. 7). This 
clearly indicates that Sproat added to, and possibly revised, this field minute after visiting the area. 
Indeed, it is possible that the date at the end is reflective of when Sproat was in the area dealing with 
the issues cited in the field minute and is not reflective of when Sproat prepared the field minute. 
There is another notation on the cover noting that the area was surveyed in 1879. Nevertheless, the 
last date in the field minute will be used on the index. 

Sproat's identification of the Indians with respect to this field minute is curious. The Hamilton Creek 
reserve being dealt with by Sproat was allotted by him to the Lower Nicola Indians, not the Lytton 
Indians. 

The substance of this field minute deals with competing claims of settlers and Indians to grazing 
lands at Hamilton Creek, near Nicola Lake. Sproat notes that there are problems between between 
two settlers who have pre-empted land and a Lower Nicola Indian who has "long lived" on the land 
on a seasonal basis. Sproat was unable to meet with the settlers and so was not able to work out a 
"compromise" between them and the Lower Nicola Indians. In this instance, Sproat believes the 
"claims" of the Indian override those of the settlers. 

People of Note 
Indians identified 
by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 

G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 



- 2 -

ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/12 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

09 30 1878 Lower Nicola1 Sproat Field Minute 1-11 

09 30 1878 Hamilton Creek 72 Lower Nicola Sproat Field Minute 1-11 

09 30 1878 Survey Lower Nicola Sproat Instructions 2-3,4-5, 
7-8,9-10 

09 30 1878 Hamilton Creek 7 Lower Nicola Mohun Sketch 10 

09 30 1878 Hamilton Creek 7 Lower Nicola Unknown Sketch 11 

1 This field minute relates to the reserve at "Hamilton Creek" Sproat states that "[t]his reserve is mainly intended as the 
winter grassland for the numerous Indians around and in the neighbourhood of Lytton..." Two reserves were assigned by 
Sproat in this area: a fishery to the Upper Nicola - Hamilton Creek 2; and a larger reserve for the Lower Nicola - Hamilton 
Creek 7. In this field minute, Sproat is dealing with the latter reserve which is allotted to the Lower Nicola Indians. [See 
vl. 4/9, p. 25-26; 1943 Schedule, p. 102] 

2 The reserve is oriented to the pre-emption of a settler named Anderson. An Indian named Teen-nelst apparently resides 
on a portion of Anderson's pre-emption. Sproat discusses at length if and how this land of Teen-nelt's is to he included in 
the reserve. Sproat states that "Teen-nelst is not a Nicola Indian, at least not an Upper Nicola Indian, but this is immaterial. 
..." (p. 5). This is a confusing statement as the larger Hamilton Creek land is allotted to the Lower Nicola Indians. Anderson's 
pre-emption is what is now Lot 425. 



-

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
VOLUME 4/12 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

LYTTON GROUP 
HAMILTON'S CREEK 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Indian Groups 
Lower Nicola 1-11 
Upper Nicola 5 

Indians Identified 
Na-weese-is-ti-kun (Chief, Lower Nicola) 2-3 
Teen-nelst (Lower Nicola Indian) 2-6,9,10 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 1,9,10 
commonage 1 
dispute 2-5,9,10 
encroachment 2-3,6-7 
grazing 1-2 
livestock 1-2,3,9 
kekwilly house 3,5,9,10 
trespass 8 

Pre-emption 2-3,5-7 

Settlers 
General 2,7-8 
Anderson, Mr. 2-6,9-10,11 
McDonald, Mr. 6-7 

Survey 7,9 
instructions 2-3,4,7-8 
sketch 10,11 

Surveyor 
Jane, John 9 
Mohun, Edward 6,7,9 

Timber 1-2 

Trail 2 
Similkameen 2 

Village/settlement/site 

Hamilton Creek 1-8 

Water 6,7 

Book 4-12.05 January 2005 
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VOLUME 4/13 
FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 

NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 
UPPER SIMILKAMEEN 

October 14,1878 

This field minute is in Sproat's handwriting. 

This field minute is dated by Sproat as October 14, 1878 "In Camp, Princeton." No other date 
appears in the volume, thus, all matters pertaining to this book are dated October 14,1878. 

At the beginning of the field minute, Sproat identifies the Indians as "Nekla-kap-a-muk Nation of 
Indians." He also states that the field minute is, in effect "Instructions for surveyors in pursuance 
of the Decisions of the Indian Reserve Commission." (p. 1) 

Peoples of Note 
Indians identified 

by Sproat See Additional Subjects for complete list 
G.M. Sproat Indian Reserve Commissioner 

Items identified in the Indian Land Registry 
None 

Missing pages 
None 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 4/13 

Field Minute refers to Sproat's report of his work in the field. 
Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. 
PILQ refers to the Papers on the Indian Land Question, also known as the "Yellow Book" 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

10 14 1878 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 1-17 

10 14 1878 Survey1 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Instructions 1-17 

10 14 1878 Chuchuwaya 22 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 1-2,4,8 
16,17 

10 14 1878 Vermillion Forks 1 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 2-5,8,16 

10 14 1878 Similkameen River3 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 3-4 

10 14 1878 Wolf Creek 34 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 9-11,16 

10 14 1878 Nine Mile Creek 4 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 11 

10 14 1878 Lulu 5 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 11-12,16 

10 14 1878 Princeton Trail5 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 13 

10 14 1878 Coldwater 1 Coldwater6 Sproat Field Minute 14 

10 14 1878 One Mile 67 Upper Similkameen/ 
Neklakapamuk 

Sproat Field Minute 14-16 

1 Reference is made by Sproat to the "old surveys" of this reserve and Vermillion Forks 1. It is most likely that Sproat is 
referring to the colonial surveys. [See MPS 533; MPS 667] 

2 Sproat identifies this as the "most southerly reserve ... known locally as the "Three Creek" or "Baptiste" reserve." (p. 1) 
He also notes that this reserve was identified by the B.C. government when they joined confederation, (pp. 1 -2) [See PILQ, 
p. 105, Item 0(1)] 

3 Sproat notes that on the schedule prepared by the colonial government another area of 342 acres is identified as being on 
the left bank of the Similkameen River. Sproat notes that "this latter is not to be Indian land. It is the Government reserve 
for the once proposed town site of Princeton and was probably included in error in the Schedule." [See PILQ, p. 105, Item 
N(2)] 
4 Sproat identifies this area as "9-mile creek (from the forks) ... bearing, I think, the Indian name of "Yahk'l-kay-wa-lick", 
or some such name ..." (p. 9) 

5 Sproat notes that Niko-masket "very much wanted the piece of land on the Princeton trail from Nicola, not far from where 
it leaves Hamilton Creek... [but] I did not give it to the Indians ..." as this land was claimed by a settler named Mr. Green 
Armytage [sic] and had been "transferred to a Frenchman." (p. 13) [See vl. 2, p. 30] 

6 Sproat states that it "was decided finally that they [the Upper Similkameen] should get their grass and hay on the lands 
of the Spuzzum and Boston Bar &c in the neighbourhood of the Coldwater..." Ultimately, it was decided that the Upper 
Similkameen Indians had no part in this reserve. [See vl. 4/10; vl. 18, pp. 447-48] 

7 Although this reserve is not at the foot of the lake, it is the reserve in the vicinity of this description. [See vl. 6, pp. 126-28] 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
V O L U M E 4/13 

FIELD MINUTES ~ G.M. SPROAT 
NEKLA-KAP-A-MUK INDIANS 

UPPER SIMILKAMEEN 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Census/Population 
General 5,7 

Colonial Reserves See list at end 

Indian Groups 
Ashnola 2,12,17 
Boston Bar 14 
Lower Similkameen 17 
Nicola 5,12 
Okanagan 2,12 
Spuzzum 14 
Upper Similkameen 1-17 

Indians Identified 
Baptiste 2,10 
Upper Similkameen 

Chilliheetsa 6 
Chief, Upper Nicola 

Napoleon 6 
Son of Quon-isko, Up. Similk. 

Niko-masket 6,12 
Headman, Upper Similkameen 
Son of Quon-isko, Up. Similk. 

Na-weese-is-ti-kun 5 
Chief, Lower Nicola 

Quon-isko 5-6 
Chief, Upper Similkameen 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 4,10,12,16,17 
assessment 4,10 
berrying 15 
campground 15,16 
commonage 14 
grazing 12,13 
livestock 4,7 
reduction 10 

Pre-emption 15 

Settlers 
General 12 
Green Armytage, Mr. 13 
Hayes, W. 10 

Survey 
instructions 1-17 

Surveyor 6,16,17 

Trail 13,15,16 
Nicola 15,16 
Princeton 13,16 



SUBJECT 

Village/settlement/site 
None noted 

Water 

- 4 -

PAGE 

16,17 

Colonial Reserves 
Name 
Chuchuwaya 
Vermillion Forks 

Comment Page 
"... schedule of reserves ..." 1-2 
"... Government schedule ..." 2-4 

Book 4-13.05 January 2005 
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