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'PREFACE.

Tue following description of the Shuswap is the result of studies made
by myself among the tribe, for the Jesup North Pacific Expedition. At the
request of Dr. Franz Boas, I made a journey with pack-train in 1900, and
visited the western and northern bands of Fraser River, spending almost all
the summer and fall among them. 1 was previously acquainted with this
region, having made several hunting and exploring trips through it in 1887,
1888, and 1892, my journeyings extending far into the Carrier country. I
also accompanied Dr. Boas on his visits to all the western Shuswap bands,
and across the Chilcotin country to Bella Coola in 1897. During the season
of 1900 I collected the bulk of my information from several old men in the
vicinity of Canoe Creek and Dog Creek, and especially from a very intelligent
old man called Sixwilexken, who was born near Big Bar, and in early days
had travelled all over the country inhabited by the tribe. He was particularly
well posted on the history, traditions, and customs of his people, and took
great interest in relating everything he knew. I returned home vzz Bonaparte.

During the summer of 1903 I made an extended trip by pack-train
across country to Canim Lake, and thence to North Thompson River, where
I staid for some time among the Indians on the Red Trees Reserve, returning
home 7@ Kamloops. On this trip I gathered most of my information from
George Sisiu’lax, and other old men of the North Thompson band. In the
summer of 19o4, when returning from a trip among the Okanagon, I visited
the Indians of Spallumcheen, and, passing along Shuswap Lake to Kamloops
and Savona, went home by Mamet Lake and Nicola. Thus I visited all
the bands of the Shuswap, excepting the isolated ones of Upper North
Thompson River at Jasper House, the Kinbaskets on Columbia River, and
the Arrow Lake band, and collected more or less information among them.
It would have been interesting, and perhaps of value, to have visited these
bands as well; but the time and money required for the undertaking would
have about doubled the expenses of the Shuswap expedition.

J. A. Terr.

Spences Bridge, B. C. -
March, 1905.

[447]






I. — INTRODUCTION, HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL.

Name ofF THE TriBE. — The Indians to be described in this paper are
called “Shuswap” by the whites. The employees of the Northwest Company,
who first visited them from the north, generally called them “Atnas,” which
is a word of Carrier derivation. They were also called “Atnah or Carrier
Indians” by Sir Alexander Mackenzie in 17¢3,' and by Simon Fraser in 1808.%
The former was probably the first white man to meet any of them, and the
latter was the first white man to explore the northern and western parts ot
their country. This visit is remembered by a very old man, Setse’l by name,
who was born in the village Peq on Riskie Creek, and was still living at
Alkali Lake in 1900. He was a small boy when Simon Fraser’s party came
down Fraser River with canoes. Xlo’sem, the Soda Creek chief, accompanied
the party as guide, and interpreted for them. Kolpapatci'nexen?® was at that
time chief of the Canoe Creek band, and Haxkwe’st was a noted war chief
and a wealthy man. He had three wives, and was tall, and wore only a
breech-clout, excepting in the winter-time. Some of the Soda Creek Indians
were the only Shuswap who had seen white men prior to Fraser’s party. In
many places the people thought the strangers were transformers, mythological
beings, or cannibals, and consequently were very distrustful of them. Fraser
gave presents of tobacco, beads, and knives, to almost all the Indians he met.
The tobacco was black twist, and much stronger than the native tobacco, and
many men who smoked it became sick. The first whites who reached the
country from the south named the tribe “Shuswap,” “Shuswhap,” or “Shouswhap.”
The last-named appellation soon superseded all others. This term is a corrup-
tion of Suxwa’pmux, or Sexwa’pmux, the name they apply to themselves,
and by which they are known to all the neighboring tribes of the interior
Salish stock, to which they belong. It is said that some of the Cree also
call them by this name. The Kootenai call them Tlitqatewu'mtrat (“without
shirts or trousers;”* or “no shirts,” according to some), because the Shuswap
bands who are neighbors of the Kootenai often wore robes without any shirts
underneath. They were nicknamed “poor people” by the other Shuswap. By

! See Voyages from Montreal, on the River St. Laurence, through the Continent of North America, to the
Frozen and Pacific Oceans, in the Years 1789 and 1793 (London, 18o1), p. 257.

2 See Journal of a Voyage from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Coast, pp. 171 et seq.

3 The palatal affricative, which in the preceding parts of this volume is expressed by the symbol X, is rendered
in this paper by x because the X is difficult to distinguish from the lower-case letter x.

4 See Boas, in Fifth Report of the Committee on the North-Western Tribes of Canada (Report of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science, for 1889, p. 806.)

[449]
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the Carrier they are called “Etna,” and by the Chilcotin “@Ennai,” which in
each case means “foreigner.”!

y (/
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Fig. 199. Map showing the Shuswap Territory.

A, Fraser River Division. D', Kinbasket. F, Kamloops Division.

B, Cafion Division, territory D", Former territory of G, Shuswap Lake Division.
now largely occupied by the Iroquois Band. G’, Arrow Lake Band.
the Chilcotin. D', Shuswap, Cree, and ®, Villages.

C, Lake Division. Iroquois mixed. +, Former villages.

D, North Thompson Division, E, “Bonaparte Division,

Dotted area, territory recently occupied by the Chilcotin, Area at head of Fraser River, enclosed by broken

double lines, temporarily occupied by the Sekanai.

! See A. G. Morice, Who are the Atnas? (American Antiquarian).
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Hasitat. — Their habitat (Fig. 199) is in the interior of British Colum-
bia, generally speaking between latitudes 50° 30" and 53° north, and from
Fraser River to the Rocky Mountains. Through this region flow three large
rivers, — the Fraser, North Thompson, and South Thompson. In their val-
leys and in those of their tributaries most of the tribes have their homes.
A detached band live on Upper Columbia River, in the East Kootenay dis-
trict; and another smaller one, on Lower Arrow Lake, in the West Kootenay
district. Yet another band, mixed with Cree, live practically east of the Rocky
‘Mountains; in the neighborhood of Jasper House, and west to Téte-Jaune Cache.!

NeicHBors. — Their neighbors to the north are the Sekanai and Carrier,
and on the west the Chilcotin, — all tribes of the Déné or Athapascan stock.
To the southwest are the Lillooet; and on the south are the Couteau or
Thompson Indians, and the Okanagon, — all closely related to them. To
the southeast are the Kootenai. On the east are the Cree, who are of
Algonquin stock; and a small tribe called the Stonies, who are of Athapascan
lineage, and related to the Sarcee and Beaver Indians. Also within the north-
eastern part of the Shuswap hunting-grounds lived until quite lately a small
band of Iroquois, who seem now to have mostly merged into the mixed Cree and
Shuswap band inhabiting the country in the neighborhood of Yellow Head Pass
and east of there. Most, if not all, of the tribes known to the Thompson Indians,
were also known to the Shuswap. Their names for the various peoples are —

Sekao/lamux or Skalaud’lexemux (“beaver people,” or “people

of the beaver country™) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Beavers.
Se’kani . . . e e e e e e e e e e e Sekanai.
Yu’nahena, or Yu nEhana .o . e e e e e Carrier in general.
Steka’lltxEmux (“people above, or at the top ” 1. e., living above

the Shuswap on Fraser River) . . e e e e e Carrier of Fraser River.
Stkema’ksemux (“people at the end or point;” i.e., of the

Shuswap territory on Fraser River). . . . Carrier of Alexandria.
Pesxé/xenem (“dentalia [people],” because the Shuswap got most

of their dentalia from this tribe). . . . . } Chilcotin.
Elkhoten (a corruption of the Chilcotin name for themselves) .
sLa’tlimux . . R Lillooet in general.
Tcée’tamux (“lake people, ! from the Llllooet Ianguage) e Lillooet of the Lakes.
Tcutxwd’ut . . . s, Lower Lillooet.
Lemsii/ (also used by the Okanagon) .o . e The Stalo, or Lower Fraser
Sa’tcenkua or Sa‘tcenko (also used by the Thompson) Indians (Coast Salish).

Nrak-a’pamux . Thompson Indians in general.

Nrak-apamux®5’eé (“real NLak'a’ pamuz.(”) e e e e e e Thompson Indians of Thomp-
) son River, including Lytton.
Nkuo’tamux or Nko’atamux (“people of Kuo’t,” a long-deserted
village of about 1o houses, about 2 miles below Spences Bridge,

on the south side of the river). . . . . . . . . . . Thompson Indians, Spences

Bridge division.

L See Moﬁc,_qz The History of the Northern Interior of British Columbia (Toronto, 1904), pp. 154 and I155.
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LoLowa’kamux (“people of LoLowdq,” a nearly deserted village

about 8 or ¢ miles above Spences Bridge) . . . . . . . Thompson Indians, Nicola di-
vision.
Sraxa’/iux . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e e Thompson Indians of Fraser
River, including the Uta’mqt.
Stsawa’namux . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . Okanagon in general.
O’kaneka’in . . . . . . . . . . . ... Okanagon of Okanagon Lake
. and River.
Skalsp&lmux (“people of Skalsp&lm™). . . . . . . . . . Okanagon next to the Kootenai.
Sahd’pten . . C e e e e e e e e e e e Sahaptin in general.
La’kamo or La’kEmox .. . Yakima.
Skaisu’tkuamux or Ka1sﬂ’e1kEmux (“people of Kalqu’lkua" [1\00-
tenay River]) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Kootenai in general.
Ste/lltex or Stelltxu . . . . . . . . . . . L . L L. Flatbows. or Kootenai of Koo-
tenay Lake.
Npoa’mn. . . C e e e e e Stonies.
StekweixenEmux (“b!ack footed people B I Blackfeet.
Seqa’umux (from Kootenai Zutskiau'm1) . . . . . . . . Cree.
R’ramo (probably a corruption of Iroquois). .
Le/matcif or Le/matcip (“half-breed;” from the French métis, Iroquois band at Yellow
pronounced by the French often “metef™). . . . . . . Head Pass.
Tenesi’na.

I will here also give their names for the whites and other races: —

Sé¢’ma or Sa’ma . . . e e e Whites in general.

Suie’pmux (evidently from Sahaptm suya p) e e e e American whites.

Speté’kt (“ancients, or mythological beings,” because when first
seen they were believed to be the “ancients” returned) .

Spetékic’e (“real ancients™) e e e

Skwotu’l6x (“other-side country;” i.e., believed to come from the
other end of the world, or beyond the Rocky Mountains) .

Skwotu/l6xEmux (“people from the country on the other side”) .

Tcemie’meléx (“burned or blackened people,” or “burnt country
people;” so named because they were supposed to have come
out from under the water in the country of the sun, where it
was very hot, and where they were burned and blackened; or
because thought to be the offspring of sun and water)

Ne’gel (from French) .o

Kenkanahd’ (said to be a word mtroduced by half breeds of the
fur companies) .

Skomkeme’mps (“lump at back of head ” on account of the cue
tied up at the back of the head) . . . . . . . . . . Chinese.

Tce’namén (from English Chinamen) .

First whites seen, the employees
of the Northwest and Hudson
Bay Companies.

Negroes.

Divisions or THE TriBE. — The Shuswap, like the Thompson Indians,
are divided into a number of tribal divisions, most of them well recognized.
These are the following.

! See F. Boas, in Fifth Report of the Committee on the North-Western Tribes of Canada (British Association
for the Advancement of Science, 1889, p. 806).
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1. The Sremxu’lexamux (“people of Sremxuldx”),' those inhabiting the
valley of Fraser River from High Bar to Soda Creek (including the people
of Clinton). All or nearly all their villages and reserves, with the exception
of some near High Bar, are situated on the east side of Fraser River, gener-
_ally a short distance up the valleys of small creeks. Belonging to this divis-
ion was the band called Tcexwe’pkémux, who formerly inhabited Empire
Valley and the surrounding country west of Fraser River, but who are now
nearly extinct, their remnants being settled with the Canoe Creek band. The
Sremxu’lExamux claim as hunting-grounds the country west of the Fraser for
over thirty miles back, including some of the feeders of Bridge River, all of
Big Creek and other creeks emptying into the Fraser, north to Churn Creek.
This, of course, includes Empire Valley and the Ground-Hog Mountains.
The country opposite Soda Creek and Williams Lake for some twenty miles
back is claimed by the people there, and the territory of the Se’tLemux was
also used as hunting-grounds by the bands living opposite them. A little
hill or mound with a lake or swamp near it, in a locality called Xwalxa’stcen
(“plenty of roots”), on a tributary of Bridge River, is looked upon as a per-
petual boundary-mark showing the junction of the hunting-grounds of the
Scemxu’lexamux, Lillooet, and Chilcotin. On the east side of the Fraser they
claim the Green Timber Plateau back to the Bonaparte beyond Clinton, and
extending north by Green Lake to Lac la Hache, and thence north to Ques-
nel Lake or somewhat beyond. Along this line, however, the division is not
very well defined. the Sremxu’lexamux, Sti€’tamux, and ZaxtcinEmux often
hunting over the same grounds. I shall call this division the Fraser River
division. Some Indians consider them as forming two groups, — viz., an
upper and a lower, — the people of each being more closely related within
themselves. The lower group comprises the bands from High Bar to Dog
Creek; and the upper group, those above Dog Creek.

2. The Se’tLemux or Se’tLomux (‘people of SetL”). This seems to have
been a name for the district around Chilcotin River, below the caifion. The
Indian name of Lillooet is also SetL or SktL, and both places correspond in
being situated close below a cafion through which a swift stream flows. This
division lived west of the Fraser, from about Churn Creek to beyond Riskie
Creek; their main villages being situated at the foot of the cafion of Chil-
cotin River. They claimed the country back to within a short distance of
Hanceville, — some say to a place called Pesta’t, near the junction of Deer
Creek and Chilcotin River, — and on the north and south hunted over part
of the same grounds used by the Fraser River division. At the crossing of
the Hanceville trail over Deer or Big Creek is one of their boundary-marks,
in the shape of two bowlders, called the “Coyote’s Sweat-Houses,” which

! -ulax, or -xu’lax, means “country;” and sLem seems to have some connection with the names Sratlemux,
Lemsin’, SLaxai’ux, SetL, — all names along Fraser River.
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defines the eastern limits of the Chilcotin hunting-grounds in those parts
(Fig. 200). All that now remains of the Se’tLemux are one or two families
who have a reservation near the mouth of Chilcotin River on the south
side, and a very few old people and their descendants settled among their
friends at Alkali Lake. I shall refer to them as the Cafion division.

3. The Stie‘tamux (“interior
people”). This division inhabits
the interior of the plateau be-
tween Fraser and North Thomp-
son Rivers, with headquarters
near Canoe or Canim Lake.
Most Indians classed the Lac
la Hache people in this division.
They fished and hunted around
the lakes of the plateau, and
ranged very little south, east,
or west, because of their prox-
imity to the grounds of other
divisions. To the north, however, they hunted around the eastern parts of
Horsefly and Quesnel Lakes, the Clearwater Lakes, and up into the Caribou
Mountains opposite the Yellow Head Pass. 1 shall call this people the Lake
division.

4. The Texqa’kallt or Texqgé’kalltemux (‘people of the upper reaches
or top”). These are the people of the whole North Thompson region. Many
Indians subdivide them into two bands, — (1) the Nsi‘mpxemux (‘people of
North Thompson River” [nsimpx]), those who live on the lower part, with
headquarters at the Red Trees Reserve, about fifty miles above the mouth
of the river; and (2) the Texqa’kallt or Texqakallto’s (“people of upper reaches
proper”) or Xexka'llt (“those at the top”), those almost completely nomadic
Indians who live nearly in the heart of the Rocky Mountains, around the
head waters of North Thompson River, the Yellow Head Pass, and Jasper
House. I shall name them the Upper North Thompson band; and the whole
division, the North Thompson division. On the west their hunting-grounds
are co-extensive with those of the Lake division, while east and north they
extend along Adams Lake, include Canoe River, part of the Big Bend of
the Columbia, part of the Rocky Mountain region (around the head of the
Athabasca), and the Upper Fraser country north towards the head of Smoky
River nearly to latitude 54°. At the present day most of the Upper North
Thompson band are mixed a great deal with Iroquois and Cree. 1 have not
visited them, although I met some individuals of them, and I cannot say to
what extent the Shuswap language is spoken among them. Those I met spoke
Shuswap, but were also proficient in Cree, and understood a good deal of

Fig. 200. Coyote’s Sweat-House.
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Canadian French. The most of these mixed people are now located in the
vicinity of Jasper House, east of the Rocky Mountains; and although through
long years of intermarriage (principally with Shuswap women) the Iroquois
and Cree of that region must be largely Shuswap in blood, I cannot say
definitely which language or which blood has the ascendancy. I am of the
opinion that the largest element of their blood is Shuswap, but that Cree is
probably the language most spoken. However, this is only an opinion, and
I am not sure about it. I have assigned this piece of country on the map
to the Shuswap: and from the present state of our knowledge regarding these
people, they are probably as much entitled to it as either the Iroquois or
Cree. This band are often called “Rocky Mountain Shuswap” by the whites;
~and possibly “Rocky Mountain band” might be a preferable title for them,
instead of “Upper North Thompson band.” Belonging originally to this divis-
ion is the band of Shuswap located on Upper Columbia River near Lake
Windermere. They are called from the name of a former chief “Kenpé’sqet’s
children” by the other Shuswap; to the whites they are known as the Kin-
baskets, or Kootenai Shuswap. Their hunting-country extends on both sides
of the Columbia, north to beyond Golden. 1 shall refer to them as the Kin-
baskets. They have intermarried frequently with the Kootenai.

5. The Sxst&’llnEmux (“people of Sxstélln”). These comprise the Indians
on the Upper South Thompson, Shuswap Lake, and Spallumcheen River.
They hunt south along Salmon River, north on Adams Lake to the Columbia
above Revelstoke, and east around Mabel and Sugar Lakes to Upper Arrow
Lake. Sometimes they hunted even beyond the latter in the mountains east
of Lardeau and Nakusp. It seems the Arrow Lakes were more or less dis-
puted ground, a band of Okanagon in Washington claiming them almost to
as far north as Revelstoke. On the whole, however, they seem to have been
more frequently occupied and utilized by the Shuswap. I shall call these
people the Shuswap Lake division. Belonging originally to this division, or
at least having greatest affinity to it, is the small band of Shuswap located
on Lower Arrow Lake, where they have a reserve, and hunt the country as
far north as Revelstoke, and as far south as the junction of Kootenay River
with the Columbia. They may be called the Arrow.Lake band.

6. The Stkamlulepsemux (“people of the confluence; namely, of North
and South Thompson Rivers); also sometimes called Sexwapmux’'s’s (“Shuswap
proper”). There seems to be some rivalry for this name, as some Indians -
claim it for the Shuswap Lake band, and some members of the lower group
of the Fraser River division say it is most applicable to them. These are
the people of Kamloops and of Savona. They hunt in the country south to
Stump Lake, in all the territory around Kamloops Lake, and along part of
the South and main Thompson Rivers. Northwards they claim all Deadman’s
Creek, some of the head waters of the Bonaparte, and the country on each
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side of the North Thompson for some fifteen miles or more (some say to
near Louis Creek). I shall call them the Kamloops division.

7. ZaxtcinEmux (“people of the low valley, or shore,” because their valleys
are lower than those occupied by the other Shuswap). This division claims
the valley of the Bonaparte River to near Ashcroft on the main Thompson,
Cache Creek, Loon Lake, the lower part of Hat Creek, through Marble Caifion
to Pavilion, and both sides of Fraser River near there. I shall name them
the Bonaparte division. To thermh belong the band formerly inhabiting Thomp-
son River between Savona and Ashcroft. :

Diacects. — The differences in dialect between the several divisions of
the Shuswap are very slight, especially in so far as grampnatical structure and
vocabulary are concerned. The chief differences are those of accent, intona-
tion, and pronunciation. The main body of the tribe, consisting of the Kam-
loops, Bonaparte, and Fraser River divisions,; speak practically the same dialect.
The Lake and North Thompson divisions speak almost alike, and differ
slightly from the main group. The Shuswap Lake division differs the most,
these people having a “heavy,” labored mode of utterance, and their speech
sounds jerky and guttural in comparison with that of other Shuswap. The
Thompson is considered the nearest related language.

CuaracterisTics oF THE Country. — Wood, water, and grass are abundant
in almost every part of the Shuswap country. As the Kamloops and Bona-
parte divisions live within the “bunch-grass country” or the “dry belt” of British
Columbia, their habitat partakes of the semi-arid features of that region, and
in aspect and climate is practically the same as the country of the Upper
Thompson. These characteristics also extend up the valley of Fraser River
to a little beyond the mouth of Chilcotin River. The mountains west of
Fraser River are very high near the confines of the Lillooet country, where
they seem to form spurs of the Coast Range; but farther north they gradually
assume a lower and more open aspect, until near the Chileotin valley they
die away into rolling hills and more or less open plains. Beyond there the
country assumes more the nature of a forested plateau. The country on the
opposite side of Fraser River, east to North Thompson River, consists mostly
of a great rolling plateau, more or less densely wooded, and containing many
lakes, swamps, and grassy openings. On the east side of North Thompson
River the country is generally rough and mountainous, and these characteristics
increase northwards, and eastwards towards the Rocky Mountain Range.
Around the upper part of Shuswap Lake, Lower Spallumcheen, Canoe River,
and the Big Bend of the Columbia, the timber is usually quite dense, and
the climate wet. From the Bonaparte and Kamloops districts, both in a
northerly and an easterly direction, the snowfall gradually increases, grass
becomes scarcer, and the winters are much colder and longer. The larger
valleys are at elevations of from 270 to 750 metres above sea-level, and the
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plateaus average from 1000 to 1300 metres. The timber-line is generally
at an altitude of from 1800 to 2100 metres, and the mountains range from
2100 to 4500 metres in height. The timber consists principally of yellow pine
(in the low, arid valleys), Douglas fir (scarce towards the north), Engelmann
spruce (chiefly on the higher plateaus), black pine (mostly on the lower pla-
teaus). Hemlock, cedar, yew, balsam, and white pine are found only in . the
eastern part of the country, particularly in the Shuswap Lake region. Tamarack
is confined to the southeast, and white-barked pine (P. albicanlis) chiefly to
the higher hills in the west. Birch, alder, maple, aspen, poplar, and willow
are found along the banks of nearly all the streams, lakes, and springs."
Banps aND ViLraces. — The people of all the tribal divisions are further
divided into a number of bands wintering in certain definite localities, with
headquarters at a principal village. These bands, although in olden times
somewhat better defined than those of the Thompson Indians, were not so
well marked fifty years ago as now. This was owing to the far greater
number of small villages existing at that time. The inhabitants of those
situated at equal distances from two central villages or headquarters of differ-
ent bands sometimes affiliated with one band, sometimes with the other.
Besides, the small wintering-places were frequently changed, and even the
main locality or village of a band would have more families one winter, and
less another. Some families were more nomadic than others, and each band
would have people from neighboring villages living with them every winter.
Yet, on the whole, each band was composed of a group of families closely
related among themselves, who generally wintered within a definite locality,
at or within a few miles of a larger village or centre. At the present day
the several bands and their reserves are well defined by arbitrary boundaries,
recognized by the Indians themselves and also by the Indian Department.
The bands of the Shuswap, and their principal villages (past and present),
are enumerated here. The list comprises all the recognized bands that existed
from fifty-five to sixty years ago. The numbered ones continue to exist.

Fraser RivEr Division,

Band. Principal Village or
Headquarters.,
1.. Soda Creek band, or “people of Hatsu’¥” . . . . . . . Hatsul or Ha'tsu'l}
Buckskin Creek band, or “people of Tcuxkexwa’nk”, or
“people of Axqomdit” (Buckskin Creek). . . . . . . Tcuxkexwa’nk,?

! Hatsu’l, on the east side of Fraser River, a little below the town of Soda Creek, and about 165 miles north
of Asheroft, wiz the Caribou wagon-road. They have reserves and a few houses on Deep Creek and at Mud Lake.
This is the most northerly band of the Shuswap on Fraser River. The next band, 18 miles above, at Alexandria,
are Carrier mixed with Shuswap and Chilcotin. This was a numerous band. Formerly their winter houses extended
in groups along the east side of the river, north more than halfway to Alexandria. Some of them also wintered
along Deep Creek and on the west side of Fraser River. ’

2 On Buckskin Creek, west side of Fraser River, a few miles south of Soda Creek. This band was exter-
minated by small-pox. A very few descendants are among the Soda Creek people.
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Principal Village or

. Headguarters.

2. Williams lLake or Sugar-Cane band, or “people-of Skola’ten”

(Williams Lake), or “people of Eka’kaike” (place near

Williams Take). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peltcokteotci’tcEn.!
3. Alkali Lake band . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ska®t or SqaSt.?
4. Dog Creek band, or “people of the deep hollow” . . . . Ra’thém or Ritrt (“deep”)3
5. Canoe Creek band . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Teawa’x (“creek”).t

Empire Valley band (Tcexwe’pkamux, “people of the pillar
hollow”) . . . . . . e e e .. Tecexwe’ptém or Tcexit/ptém.®

Big Bar band, or “people of Steka’uz,”” or “people of the
little hanging bridge” (from stoxala’losem, meaning “little
bridge,” or possibly “hanging down trail”) . . . . . . Steka’uz$
6. High Bar Land (Eentena’itmux, “people of Lentena’iten,” the
name of their present village ; also called “people of the
place where the trail goes down” (from Stlepta’uzten,
“place where trail goes down,” the name of the creek just
north of Kelly Creek) . . . . . . . . . . . . . ZLenlenaitent
7. Clinton band, or “people of the white earth place,” or
“people of the lake” (from Pa’zulkua, the name of Kelly
Lake) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .+ . . . . Pelteqrt.®

t In the Williams Lake valley, east of Fraser River, a short distance below the 150-mile post (from Lillooet),
and about 140 miles north of Ashcroft. This was a large band. Formerly they lived in seven villages, and had,
besides, other winter camps. They lived principally around Williams Lake, but some wintered along Fraser River
down to near Chimney Creek, and others up the San José valley to Lac la Hache.

t A little north of Alkali Lake, east of Fraser River, about 116 miles from Ashcroft. Some of the band used
to winter along Fraser River as far north as Chimney Creek, and others lived west of the. Fraser, at the mouth of
Chilcotin River. Some Indians class the latter with the Cafion division (see Cafion division).

3 The name of the lower part of Dog Creek valley, where most of them formerly had their homes. Their
headquarters is still here, on a reserve a little above Dog- Creek Post-Office, about three miles from the mouth of
the creek (on the east side of Fraser River), and about a hundred miles from Ashcroft. This was once a con-
siderable band, some of them wintering in the Fraser valley. They were almost exterminated by small-pox in 1862
or 1863.

4 The name of Canoe Creek, along which most of them wintered in a number of small groups. Some of
them also wintered along Fraser River from opposite Churn Creek down to Crow’s Bar, and in a small valley leading
from Fraser River to Canoe Creek. At the present day their main village is on Canoe Creek, 3 miles or so from
the mouth, and about 80 miles from Ashcroft. ’

5 This name is said to mean “hollow or dale with something stuck up in it,” — a pillar or peak, — the
name applied to the lower part of Lone Cabin Creek, on the west side of Fraser River, a few miles below the .
mouth of Canoe Creek, where some of this band used to winter. Other portions of the band wintered in Empire
Valley and zlong the west side of Fraser River, north to Churn Creek, and south about halfway to Big Bar. A
number of this band did not use underground houses, but wintered in tents. They were greatly reduced in numbers
by a war-party of Lillooet who, about 1825, massacred a large camp of them wintering at the Red Butte, near
Empire Valley, and again by small-pox in 1862. The remnants of them settled with the Canoe Creek band. This
band was closely related to the Canoe Creek people. )

¢ This name may possibly mean “closed-in trail” The place was the headquarters of this band, near the
mouth of Big Bar Creek. They lived principally in the valley of the creek, and along both sides of Fraser River
for some miles below. On the west side of the Fraser they extended up several miles, many of them living around
the month of Big Creek or Watson Bar Creek. They were at one time very numerous, A few of their descendants
are now among the Canoe Creek and High Bar bands. A couple of families still make their homes on Big Bar
Creek, but they are now classed with the High Bar band. .

7 They live on the east side of Fraser River, about twenty-five miles or more northwest of Clinton. They
have houses and reserves on both sides of Fraser River. This band was very numerous in former times, and
occupied both sides of Fraser River from the confines of the Big Bar band down to near the mouth of Kelly
Creek. A large number of them formerly wintered on the creek north of Kelly Creek. This band was closely
related to the Big Bar band. .

8 This name means “white earth place,” and is just west of the town of Clinton, at the junction of the
Lillooet and Caribou wagon-roads, about 33 miles north of Ashcroft. This band lives in a modern location, hardley



TEIT, THF, SHUSWAP. 459

THE CafioN Division.

Band. : Principal Village or
Headguartes.

Riskie Creek band, or “people of the white,”” or “people of

Axmut&m,” or “people of Sesmutt&’m” (the Shuswap name

of Riskie Creek) . . . . . . . .-, . . . . . . Peq (“white”).l
North Cafion band, or “people of the cafion,” or “people of

SetL” (probably “below or at the entrance of a cafion”),

or “people of Kwo’mesken,” or “people of Snaka’in,” —

the names of their principal chiefs. . . . . . . . . S'nhaxala’us (“bridge”).2
South Cafion band, or “people of the cafion,” or “people of

SetL,” or “people of Cuxaléllp” (the name of their principal

chiet) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .+ . . . . . Shnhaxeld’us (“bridge”)3
Chilcotin Mouth band, or “people of Texhoilu’ps” . . . . Texhoilu/ps.#t

Tae l.AKE Division.

Band.

Lac la Hache band, or “people of HatrLi’nten or HaLrli’nten”
(the name of Lac la Hache). . . . . . . . . . . Hawwi’nten® or HaLli’nten.

any of them wintering here before 1865. They are the remnants of a very numerous band formerly living from
Kelly Lake to Fraser River, with headquarters on Kelly Creek nearly 2 miles below Pear Lake. Here are the
remains of fully fifty underground houses in one group, and over a hundred caches or cellars. Some of these houses
have not been inhabited for a long time, as there are fir-trees from 70 cm. to 100 cm, in diameter growing in the
middle of some of them. There must be some large graveyards near here, but I saw no traces of them. The
people of this band were very closely related to the High Bar band, and some Indians class them as one,

The people of Big Bar, High Bar, and Clinton bands were very closely related among themselves, and were
looked upon practically as one people. Another group-closely related among themselves, although not in the same
degree as the first named, were the Empire Valley, Canoe Creek, and Dog Creek bands, who collectively are said
to have been more closely related to the first-named or southern group than to the bands farther north. These six
bands formed the lower group of the Fraser River people. The Alkali Lake band was very closely related to the
whole Cafion division, forming with them a group by themselves. Collectively they were much more closely related
to the northern bands than to the southern, and therefore, with the Williams Lake, Buckskin Creek, and Soda Creek
bands, may be classed as forming the upper group of Fraser River. The last three bands were related within them-
selves, although perhaps not to the same extent as the bands forming some of the other groups.

! This band lived on Riskie Creek, a small stream a few miles north of the mouth of Chilcotin River, and
was practically exterminated by small-pox in 1862, the few survivors settling among the Alkali Lake people. Some
time after the Shuswap ceased to reside here, a band of Chilcotin commenced to resort there, and obtained from the
Government the grant of a reserve, upon which they now reside.

2 On the north side of Chilcotin River, near the foot of the cafion, and said to be about 10 miles from the
mouth of the river. A large bridge spanned the river here, and the village was situated close to the north end of
it. The people were almost exterminated by small-pox in 1862. Some of the survivors removed to Alkali Lake;
and others, who had close relatives among the Chilcotin, settled with the Anahem band of that tribe. Their village
was often ca.led “Kwo’mesken’s Village.” .

3 On the south side of Chilcotin River, near the south end of the bridge, and just opposite the north village,
This village was often called “Cuxalé'llp’s Village,” from the name of their head chief. The people here shared the
fate of the North Cafion band, the few survivors of the small-pox epidemic settling with the Alkali band.

4 This name has some connection with “confluence,” meaning perhaps “straight confluence.” The village was
near the mouth of Chilcotin River. Here most of the people lived, but some of them also wintered along the west
side of Fraser River for several miles, principally south of Chilcotin River, One or two families still live around
here, where they have a reserve, but are now classed with the Alkali Lake band. Joe Kala’llst is their chief man.
The people of this band were also nearly all killed off by an epidemic of small-pox. Many Indians class this band
with the Alkali Lake people, so that it may not be correct to assign them to the Cafion division. Some Indians,
however, aver that they were the same as the South Cafion band. -

8 These people wintered in little groups of two or three families each, along the shores of Lac la Hache and
on some creeks, principally south of it. One or two families still live part of the year around here; but they
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Principal Village or
. Headguarters.
8. Canim Lake band, or “people of Tsqa’sxen” (which seems
t0 mean “to strike one stone on another™), or “people of
the little swan” (from pespakemi’mex, “little swan,” the
name of a place about 6 miles down Canim Lake, on the
south side}. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tsqa’sxen.!
Green Timber band, or “people of Pelstsokomu’s” (from the
name ofa fishy . . . . . . . . . . . . . s . Pelstsokomu’s.2

NorTH THOMPSON DIVISION.

Band.

9. Upper Thompson band, or “people of the upper reaches,”

or “those at thetop” . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pesskala’lten (“salmon place”).
10. Lower North Thompson band, or “people of the red trees,”

or “people of Nsimpx” (the name of North Thompson

River) . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . Tcogtcegwa'llk (“red trees”).t
r1. The Kinbaskets,® or “children or people of Kenp#/sket” (the
name of their original chief). . . . . . . . . . . —_

are now classed, it seems, with the Williams Lake people. Some of this band never used underground houses. In
recent times this band has been designated by the southern Shuswap as “people of the axe,” a name probably derived
from the modern name of the lake,

I They lived a little east of Canim or Canoe Lake, and about 20 miles east of Bridge Creek, on the Caribou
Road, about 64 miles north of Clinton. A number of this band wintered in small groups around Canim Lake, the
valley of Bridge Creek, Horse Lake, and other spots. Several families of this band always wintered in lodges, The
whole band now live in a village about 4 miles above the head of Canim Lake, at Tsqa’sxen. Formerly the band
had three principal villages, the chief of which was Pespakemi’mex; the second was at or near the siteé of their
present village; and the third was about 8 miles west of it, on the trail to Bridge Creek, at a place called Pelta’-
laxen. A few of the Canim Lake band used to winter on Mahood Lake. At the present day they keep canoes on
both lakes for the purposes of travelling and fishing. The native name of Canim Lake is Kolr'la. Members of the
Canim Lake band sometimes went as far north as Quesnel Lake, where they hunted, trapped, and fished. To the
east they frequented Clearwater River from near its mouth right north to its source beyond Clearwater Lake. Their
hunting-country was formerly very prolific in caribou and bear. Rabbits and lynx were also very abundant. Deer
summered in large numbers within the territory of the Canim Lake people, but migrated every fall, only 2 very
few wintering in low places along the shores of Mahood Lake and the Lower Clearwater. The Lac la Hache and
Canim Lake bands were more migratory than the bands belonging to Fraser River. The Canim Lake band inter-
married more with the North Thompson people than with the Fraser River people.

? This is a lake near the head of Bonaparte River, where most of this band wintered. Five or more kinds
of fish were very abundant here. The band is now extinct; a very few descendants are among the Canim Lake
people. - Most of the band wintered in lodges, and underground houses were seldom made.

3 This band was numerous at one time, but had. it seems, no main village, the people wintering in groups
of a few families along Upper North Thompson River, north from above Little Fort, but with a centre at Pesska-
la/lten. They were very nomadic, and a number of families lived most of the time beyond North Thompson River,
at the head of Fraser River, and east through the Rocky Mountains to Jasper House. Of late years there seems to
have been a concentration of the people around the latter place. A good many of this band wintered in lodges.
This band is not within any agency, and appears to have no reserves. They are mixed a great deal with Cree and
Iroquois; and the number of real Shuswap, or those habitually speaking the Shuswap language, is uncertain.

4 About 50 miles from Kamloops, on the east bank of North Thompson River. Formerly this band wintered
in small groups of from one to four underground houses on both sides of North Thompson River (but principally on
the east bank) from Little Fort down to about 20 miles above Kamloops. They have now all been gathered on one
reserve at Tcogtceqwa'llk.

8 This band live on reserves nearly opposite the mouth of Toby Creek, on the right bank of Columbia River,
not far from the outlet of Lower Columbia or Salmon Lake. They lived for many years in a more or less nomadic
state, wintering and ranging in the Columbia valley, chiefly between Golden and Windermere. The ancestors of
these people belonged mostly to the Upper North Thompson band. It seems, however, that some of them belonged
to the Lower North Thompson band, and a few to the Adams Lake and Shuswap Lake bands.



TEIT, THE SHUSWAP. 461

THe BONAPARTE Division.

Band. Principal Village or
Headguarters.
12. Pavilion band, or “people of the brown or burnt-like ground” Skwa’ildx (probably “burned
ground” or “brown ground”).!
13. Bonaparte River band, or “people of Sloxtd’us” (the Indian
name of Bonaparte River and valley). Tt may mean “clear
or shallow way or river”. . . . . . . . . . . . Nhoxi#ilten.?
Main Thompson band3® (Snkoa’tkuamux, “people of the
one niver;” from Snkoa’tkwa, “the one river,” the Shuswap
name of the main Thompson River). . . . . . . . —

Tue KamrLooprs Division.
Band.

14. The Savona, or Deadman’s Creek band, or “people of the
head waters or sources” (from sqemqai’n, “head, top, or
source,” the Indian name of Savona, because the main

Thompson leaves the lake here) . . . . . . . . . Sketski’tcesten or Stskitcesten.t
15. Kamloops band, or “people of the confluence”. . . . . Stkamlu/leps or Kamlu/ps (“con-
fluence”).b

SHUsSwAP LAKE Division.
Band.

16. South Thompson band, or “people of Hald’ut”. . . . . Hala’ut.b
17. Adams Lake band,” or “people of Sxst&’lln,” which seems

to be the name for Adams Lake -or some place at or

near it . . . . . . .o e e e e e e e e —

t On the north side of Pavilion Creek, east of Fraser River, about 23 miles northeast of Lillooet. Some of
their reserves are located on the west side of Fraser River, and a few families live south of Pavilion in the Marble
Cafion. Formerly some of this band wintered along the east side of Fraser River to within a short distance of La
Fontaine. This band is nearest to the Lillooet, a village of the latter being at La Fontaine, 14 miles away.

2 On the west side of Bonaparte River, about 10 miles from its mouth, Some of this band live on reserves
on Lower Hat Creek, and they also have reserves at Loon Lake and on Thompson River.

3 These people lived along both sides of the main Thompson River, principally on the north side, from above
Pennies to below Cornwalls. They are now extinct, the remnants of them having settled with the Bonaparte band,
and a few with the Savona people. They lived in small groups, like the North Thompson people, and their centre
seems to have heen a little above Ashcroft. Their extinction was largely caused by epidemics.

*4 Possibly this means “arriving-place.” It is on Deadman’s Creek, a few miles back from Savona, on the
north side of Thompson River. Formerly some of these people wintered along both sides of Kamloops Lake, more
than halfway up, and some others on the river below the outlet of the lake down to a little above Pennies.

* At the confluence, between the mouths of the North and South Thompson Rivers, opposite the town of
Kamloops. Formerly many of this band wintered along both sides of North and South Thompson Rivers for several
miles up, and down Kamloops Lake a short distance.

8 On the north side of South Thompson River, about 3 or 4 miles below the outlet of Little Shuswap Lake,
about 31 miles east of Kamloops. Formerly these people wintered from near the lower end of the lake, along both
sides of South Thompson River, as far west as Ducks. Their main grounds seem to have been, however. on South
Thompson River from 3 to 6 or more miles below the foot of Little Shuswap Lake.

7 Most of this band formerly wintered at the outlet and around the lower part of Adams Lake. Some of
them passed part of the year, and occasionally wintered, on Great and Little Shuswap Lakes. At the present day
most of them live at the foot of Little Shuswap Lake, about 35 miles east of Kamloops, where they have reserves.
They also have reserves on Adams Lake.
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Principal Village or
Headguarters.
18. Shuswap Lake band, or “people of Sxotcamé’lp” (the name

of a place on Salmon Arm, where they have a village) . Kwa’ut.!
19. Spallumcheen band, or “people of the flat-banked or prairie-

banked river” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sp&emtcin (“fat or prairie
shore”).?
20, Arrow Lake band® . . . . . . . . . . . . . . —
TriBaL Bounparies. — So far as tradition goes, the tribal boundaries

have been nearly the same as at the present day. About 1860, or later, a
number of families wintered on Fraser River several miles north of the present
northernmost village of Soda Creek; but as these places were within the pres-
ent recognized hunting-grounds, and have not been occupied by any alien
people, the extinction or withdrawal of the people from these places does not
mark any contraction of the tribal territory. A large part of the old hunting-
grounds in Caribou and north of the head of Fraser River are hardly ever
used now, owing to the decrease in the numbers of the tribe and to the
change in manner of living. Neither did the settlement of the Kinbaskets
on the Upper Columbia really mark any change or extension of the tribal
boundaries, as that region was hunted over more or less by Shuswap parties
as far back as tradition goes. Since the extinction of the Cafion division,
and other bands formerly inhabiting the west side of Fraser River, and since
the introduction of white man’s laws which prevent any retaliation, the Chil-
cotin have gradually encroached on these grounds, and a band of them have
settled permanently on Riskie Creek, where the Government has given them
a reserve. Nevertheless the Shuswap still claim and use their old hunting-
grounds in this region.

South of Chilcotin River, the Chilcotin continue to encroach on the terri-
tory of the Shuswap, although they do not claim to own it, and now often
hunt in sight of Fraser River. The Shuswap harbor considerable ill-feeling
against these Chilcotin hunting-parties, who are looked upon as poachers, who,
after destroying most of the game in their own country, now seek to ruin
the Shuswap hunting-grounds as well. Within the last ten years the Stone
Chilcotin, who have killed off most of the deer in their own country, have

! At the head of Little Shuswap Lake, about 42 miles east of Kamloops. This band formerly lived along
Great Shuswap Lake from the head of Little Shuswap Lake, and farther to the east, wintering in a number of places.
At the present day they live mostly at the head of the Little Lake and at Salmon Arm, about 63 miles east of
Kamloops, where they have reserves. The last-named three bands were very closely related to one another.

2 This seems to be a name for the more or less open part of the Spallumcheen valley near Enderby. The
present village of the band is situated about a mile and a half south of Enderby, on the west side of the river.
They have reserves here and on Salmon River. Their chief wintering-point in early days seems to have been near
their present headquarters. This band is related rather closely to the Shuswap Lake band.

3 Since 190z this band has had a reserve on the west side of Lower Arrow Lake, where they make their
headquarters, Formerly; they roamed along Columbia River between Revelstoke and the American boundary-line,
hunting and fishing; and they do even now in some measure. These people are mixed with Kootenai to some extent.
Formerly, it seems, they were closely related to the Spallumcheen band.
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been spending the greater part of the summer and fall on the Shuswap hunt-
ing-grounds, gradually extending their range farther south, until now they
often appear at Big Bar. '

The only real change in the tribal boundaries seems to have been along
Fraser and Thompson Rivers. On the former river, according to tradition,
the Shuswap, at one time long ago, extended along the east side, nearly or
quite as far down as opposite the present town of Lillooet. This branch of
the tribe have gradually been absorbed by the Lillooet, their descend-
ants forming fully one-half of the present Fountain band of that tribe.
In this direction, therefore, the tribal boundaries have shrunk at least fifteen
miles. On the main Thompson River a band of the Bonaparte division
extended chiefly on the north side as far west as eight or more miles below
Ashcroft. These people have partly been absorbed by the Thompson River
Indians, who now occupy the country up to Ashcroft, and beyond it to
Pennies on the south side of the river.

"~ PopuraTioN. — The population of the tribe is somewhat more than
that of the Thompson Indians, but is now probably less than one-third of
what it was fifty years ago. Small-pox epidemics have been the prime cause
- of this decrease. This disease has visited portions of the tribe twice; and
in 1862 and 1863 it was especially severe, wiping out whole villages. At
that time the Cafion division, and other bands living on the west side of
Fraser River, contracted the disease from the Chilcotin, and were practically
exterminated. Spreading east across Fraser River, it ran through most of
the other Shuswap bands, making great havoc. The Shuswap transmitted it
to the Thompson, and probably also to the Lillooet, and the latter espe-
cially succumbed in great numbers. It also spread north and decimated the
Lower Carrier. Of one of their bands which inhabited Bear Lake in the
Caribou Mountains, only one or two persons survived. The Chilcotin, who
themselves suffered severely, seem to have contracted the disease from the
" Bella Coola Indians of the coast.' Small-pox has not devastated the Shuswap
territory since; but other causes have had a similar effect, although slower
in their operation. The settlement of the country by the whites, and the
consequent change in the manner of living of the Indians, with the attendant
introduction of new laws, of whiskey, of venereal and other diseases, seem
to have helped to weaken the race, and to have hastened their decrease.
Epidemics, such as measles, scarlatina, whooping-cough, and influenza, have
sometimes been very severe, and every few years have killed off very many
children. ~As with the Thompson, births have been frequent; but the
mortality among children has been so great, that in most bands very few
have lived to be adults. ‘Tuberculosis has carried off a good many of the

1 See Morice, History of Northern British Columbia, pp. 300, 30I.
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younger adults of late years, but this disease does not seem to be quite so
frequent now. Those bands living closest to the principal settlements of the
whites have decreased the most. Of late some bands have almost held their
own. The birth-rate seems to have risen, or the infant mortality has de-
creased. It may be of interest here to compare the population of the present
bands of the tribe, taken from the Reports of the Indian Department of
Canada for 1903 and 1906, with an estimate of the population of all the
bands about 1850, as furnished by an intelligent old Indian, who is particularly
well posted on all matters concerning his people, and who had travelled
extensively among almost all the bands of the tribe.

ESTIMATED RETURNS OF INDIAN DEepT.
Banbp. PoruLaTION ABOUT
1850. 1903. 1906.
Fraser River Division.
1. Soda Creek band . . . . . . . 300 81 81
Buckskin Creek band . . . . . . 50! — ' _
2. Williams Lake band . . . . . . 350 153 . 155
3. Alkali Lake band . . . . . . . 175 1502 172
4. Dog Creek band . . . . . . . 200 173 20
5. Canoe Creek band. . . . . . . 250 1614 163
Empire Valley band . . . . . . . 100* —_ —
Big Bar band . . . . . . . . . —5 —
6. ngh Bar band . « e e e . 625 52 55
7. Clinton (or Kellys Creek) band . . 46 50
Total . . . . . . 2050 669 696
Caion Division.8

Riskie Creek band. . . . . . . . 100 — —
North Cafion band. . . . . . . . 200 — —
South Cafion band. . . . . . . . 300 — —
Chilcotin Mouth band . ‘z. C e e . 100 — —_
Total . . . . . . 700 —_ —_

! Remnants settled at Soda Creek.

2 Augmented after 1863 by the survivors of the Caifion division.

3 Number probably too low.

4 The Empire Valley band has been on the decline since the massacre by the Lillooet. About 1810 or
1820 they may have numbered from 250 to 300. After 1863 the remnants settled at Canoe Creek.

5 Remnants settled at High Bar, a few at Canoe Creek.

6 See Footnote 2. A few people of the North Cafion band settled among the Chilcotin.



TEIT, THE SHUSWAP. 465

ESTIMATED RETURNS OF INDIAN DEePT.
Banp. ' POPULATION ABOUT
1850. 1903. 1906.
Lake Division.
Lac la Hache band . . . . . . . 100 — —_
8. Canim Lake band. . . . . . . 350 83 Ll
Green Timber band . . . . . . . 100! — —
Total . . . . . . 550 83 77
Nortk Thompson Division.

9. Upper North Thompson band . . 250 Estimated
70 or less? 70
1o. Lower North Thompson band . . 500 130 130
11. Kinbaskets . . . . . . . . . 150 56 62
“Total . . . . . . goo 256 262

Bonaparte Division.
12. Pavilion band . . . . . . . . 150 68 68
13. Bonaparte band . . . . . . . 400 158 160
Main Thompson band . . . . . . 150° — —
Total . . . . . . 700 226 228
Kamloops Division.

14. Deadman’s Creek. . . . . . . 350 116 122
15. Kamloops band . . . . . . . 550 243* 242
Total . . . . . . 900 . 359 364

! The relative number of these three bands is not quite eertain. A few people of Lac la Hache settled at
Williams Lake, d

2 Estimated by myself as not included in the returns of the Indian Department.

3 This band had suffered a considerable decrease prior to the year 1850, They probably numbered fully
300 somewhere about 1820 or 1825. The remnant settled with the. Bonaparte band, a few with the Deadman’s

Creek band. .
4 Including accessions from the Lower North Thompson band and also from the South Thompson band

. since 1860,
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ESTIMATED RETURNS OoF INDIAN DEepT.
BAND. i POPULATION ABOUT
1850. 1903. 19o6.
Stuswap Lake Division.
16. South Thompson band. . . . . 400 154 152
17. Adams Lake band . . . . . . 400 189 194
18. Shuswap Lake band. . . . . . 200 83 - 88
19. Spallumcheen band . . . . . . 300 149 150
20. Arrow Lake band . . . . . .| 100 26 25
i
Total . . . . . . 1400 592 609
Grand totals . . . . . . 7200 2183 2236

Comparing the returns of the Indian Department for 1906 with those
of 1903, it appears that during the three years, 12 of the 19 bands reported
on showed an increase, 4 showed a decrease, and 3 were stationary. By
divisions the results aie as follows: —

Division. Iucrease.  Decrease.
Fraser River division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 —
Lake division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L 0L — 6
North Thompson division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 —
Bonaparte division . . . . . . . . . . . L L L L. .. 2 —
Kamloops division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 —
Shuswap lLake division. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 17 —
57 o
Net increase in 1go6 . . . . . . . . . . 5
MIGRATIONS AND INTERCOURSE. — Some whites believe that the Shuswap

never had any permanent settlements west of Fraser River, while others
think that they at one time occupied nearly all the Chilcotin country extend-
ing in a continuous line to the Bella Coola, but that they have gradually
been driven out of that country.

Both of these beliefs are altogether wrong. There is an abundance of
evidence to disprove- the former opinion, and there is no evidence whatever
in support of the latter. Not even the traditions of the tribes lend support
to these theories. The Shuswap claim that they never occupied the country
farther west than they did in 1858, when the white miners arrived. No
doubt, the Chilcotin would have liked to dispossess the Shuswap of the
valuable fishing-sites at the Cafion of Chilcotin River and along Fraser River;
‘but, being a weak tribe in comparison with the Shuswap, they were no
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doubt unable to do so. It is very likely that they envied the Shuswap their
possession of Fraser River, for they began to occupy it as soon as it was
safe to do so, after the extinction of the Shuswap inhabitants of that region
and the introduction of white men’s laws, which recognized no tribal boun-
daries, and precluded the possibility of war and retaliation.

It seems, there is only one tradition of an historical migration known
to the tribe, — that of Kenpé'sket, a well-known North Thompson chief,
who, with fifty or sixty friends, mostly’ members of the same division, migrat-
ed to the head of Columbia River, on the confines of the Kootenai tribe.
Kempé’sket and some of his followers had often been in that region on
hunting-trips, and knew the country well. They made the trips mostly with
canoes by way of Canoe River; and on arriving at their destination, they
made an alliance with the Stony Indians of the Rocky Mountains, some of
whom were in the habit of going to Columbia River in the fall to fish for
salmon. The Shuswap depended on them for aid in case the Kootenai should
try to drive them out; and the Stonies were protected by the Shuswap
against the Kootenai in maintaining their rights to fish salmon and to pick
berries in that region. This migration took place about sixty-five years ago.
Every two or three years Kenpé'sket, or some of his people, would visit
their old home; and upon their return to their own village others frequently
accompanied them, to remain in the new settlement for a time or perma-
nently. Gradually, as a new generation sprang up in both places, the friend-
ship relaxed, and of late years there has been very littly intercourse between
the Kinbaskets and their kindred. At present some of the Shuswap Lake
Indians use the railroad when visiting the Kinbaskets.

Although in the Shuswap country intercourse was easy between almost
all parts, yet, as might be expected, owing to the great extent of territory,
the people of the extreme north, south, east, and west, very seldom met one
another. The Kamloops people had the most intercourse with the other
divisions, particularly after the founding of a trading-post about r812, for
the members of most bands repaired there with their furs. The Bonaparte
Indians had much intercourse with the Kamloops division, and a good deal
with the lower bands of the Fraser River and Lake divisions. There was
intimate intercourse between all the bands living on both sides of Fraser
River, although those living in the extreme south did not have much direct
dealings with those of the extreme north. The Fraser division had rather
frequent intercourse with the Lake people, and these in turn with the North
Thompson people, the lower portion of whom often met the Kamloops band.
The Shuswap Lake people also visited Kamloops often. On the whole, it
seems that the Upper North Thompson people, and the Spallumcheen and
Arrow Lake bands, were most isolated, and had least opportunity of meeting
with other divisions. Intercourse became more general after the introduction
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of horses; but, as the Upper North Thompson and Shuswap Lake people
lived in the most forested part of the country, least favorable for the main-
tenance of horses, this factor had little influence on them.

The Pavilion and High Bar bands had most intercourse with the Lil-
looet; the main Thompson and the Bonaparte bands, with the Thompson
Indians. The Fraser River bands from Big Bar south, and the Kamloops
division, met the Thompson Indians much more rarely. The Kamloops,
Spallumcheen, and Arrow Lake bands visited the Okanagon; the Kinbaskets
and Arrow Lake bands, the Kootenai. The Upper North Thompson bands
came into contact with the small band of Iroquois and with the Cree; the
Soda Creek band, with the Carrier; and the Cafion division, with the Chilcotin.

The Iroquois band must have settled in this region in the early part of
last century, perhaps as early as 1816 or thereabouts. They followed the
Canadian fur-traders as servants, free trappers, and hunters. They probably
entered the region from the northwest by way of Fraser River, as, according
to Father Morice, the Yellow Head Pass was not discovered until shortly
prior to 1827.

These Iroquois were sometimes visited by the North Thompson division,
and were also met on hunting-trips. Formerly, for many years they had a
stationary village at Téte Jaune Cache, which is said to be named from a
yellow-haired Iroquois trapper. Many of them tried to avoid Shuswap par-
ties if they thought they belonged to the western bands. Some of them were
half Shuswap long ago, as in former days they occasionally abducted and
maried girls from the Lake and Northern Fraser River people. Once many
years ago they captured a girl from the Soda Creek band who happened to
be picking berries alone. A party of men followed them to the head waters
of the Fraser River, where at last they came to their camp while the fire
was still smoking. The Iroquois had escaped, and left the girl tied to a tree
and choked to death with a handkerchief. Her basket was hanging from a
limb of the same tree. The Iroquois were generally tall, large men, some
of them very light in complexion, and others very dark. Their language
was not understood. Nearly all of them also spoke French, and some of
them spoke Shuswap and Cree. Occasionally a few of them came down to
Kamloops to sell furs.

Wherever there was much intercourse, there was frequent intermarriage,
and therefore all the above-mentioned people had more or less foreign blood.
The bands of the Lake division had practically no intercourse with strange
people, and some other bands had very little. It would seem that there is
a good deal of Athapascan blood in some parts of the Shuswap tribe. It is
said that the Soda Creek band at one time, through frequent intermarriage,

! See Morice, History of the Northern Interior of British Columbia, p. 153.
s y y P



TEIT, THE SHUSWAP. 469

was nearly half Carrier in blood, especially their village of Kalaxu’sten,
nearest to Alexandria. The Cafion division, about fifty years ago, were
strongly mixed with Chilcotin, so much so that the people of the North
Cafion band spoke chiefly Chilcotin in many houses; and the other bands
had also a considerable amount of Chilcotin admixture. Before these
people were practically exterminated by small-pox, they used to intermarry
frequently with all the neighboring bands of Fraser River. At present the
Alkali Lake band has the greatest amount of Chilcotin blood; but there is
a little at Dog Creek, Canoe Creek, and nearly all along Fraser River.
Intermarriage with the Lillooet was chiefly through the Fountain band of
the Lillooet; but, as these people were originally half Shuswap, there proba-
bly was not very much real Lillooet blood introduced. The Pavilion band
at present is much mixed with Lillooet, chiefly of Fountain.

Intermarriage with the Thompson Indians and Okanagon does not seem
to have been so extensive as with the Athapascan tribes. The extinct main
Thompson band frequently intermarried with the Thompson Indians; and the
Bonaparte, High Bar, and Kamloops people did the same, though to a less
extent. The Kamloops and Spallumcheen bands did not commonly inter-
marry with the Okanagon. The Arrow Lake band intermarried a great deal
with the Kootenai, and formerly sometimes with the Okanagon of the
Columbia. At the present day they are said to be nearly half Kootenai in
blood. The Kinbaskets have also mixed to some extent with the Kootenai,
and no doubt also with the Stonies, who themselves are mixed with Cree.
As already mentioned, the Upper North Thompson people intermarried often
with the Cree, and to a less extent with the Iroquois band of the Rocky
Mountains.

Some extraneous blood has been introduced by slaves. Most of the latter
were sold back to their respective tribes (excepting the Sekanai); but some
women were retained, and bore many children to their masters. In this way
a number of North Thompson people are descended from Sekanai women,
and several individuals along Fraser River are pointed out as being of
Lillooet and Sraxai’ux descent. At the present day the percentage of mix-
ture with whites is not any greater than among the Thompson Indians, and
I did not hear of any mixture with either negroes or Chinese. There is
now hardly any intermarriage between the Shuswap and Athapascan tribes.

MenTaL Traits. — The Shuswap seem to be less conservative than the
Thompson Indians, and have been quicker to accept the teachings of the
missionaries, and to discard their old ways of life. This is evidenced in
many ways. Shamans still practise among theThompson Indians; and dan-
cing. feasting, and potlatching of different kinds are not infrequent. Basket,
bag, and mat making are still important industries. Parts of the old style
of dress, and a few men with long and braided hair, may still be seen; and
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stone pipes are still commonly used. Among the Shuswap all these have
disappeared entirely, or almost entirely.

The Shuswap are affectionate and ‘indulgent to their children, courteous
to strangers, and kind to their friends, although in these points probably
not much more than are other neighboring tribes. They are more reserved
than the Thompson Indians, have a more serious mien, and on the whole
are perhaps slightly less affable, and not so inclined to be helpful to stran-
gers, except when asked. However, in general deportment, in honesty, and
in manner of speech, they resemble the Thompsoen tribe. The latter consider
the Shuswap to be a people possessed of much courage, stability of character,
and tenacity of purpose, not whimsical, and not very jocular, but inclined
to be conceited, and easily offended. In 1793 the Carrier Indians described
the Shuswap to Sir Alexander Mackenzie as “a very malignant race, who
lived in large subterranean recesses.” Simon Fraser, who traversed their
country in 1808, and probably saw many members of all the Fraser River
bands, said of them. “The Atnah wish to be friendly to strangers. The
men are tall and slender, of a serious disposition, and inclined to industry. . ..
They are great travellers, and have been at war beyond the Rocky Moun-
tains. ... I must say that during the whole time we were there, and although
many things were let loose and scattered about in such a manner as to
afford all opportunity to the natives, nothing went astray. The Atnahs
therefore seem more honest than any other tribe on this side of the moun-
tains.”? The people of the various divisions of the Shuswap varied a good
deal in disposition.

Suicide was formerly rather common, the causes sometimes being very
trivial, such as apparent slight or neglect by a relative, or shame. Imbecili-
ty and insanity are rare.

It may be worth while stating here the opinions held by the tribe
regarding the qualities and average characteristics of their neighbors and
also of the several divisions of their own people in former days. To begin
with the Shuswap themselves, the people of the Fraser River, Bonaparte,
and Kamloops divisions, were considered the most typical Shuswap, good
horsemen, manly, bold but without rashness, warlike, proud, inclined to be
cruel, aggressive, indépendent, fond of sport, and often vain.

The Empire Valley band of the Fraser River division was considered
inferior in every way. They were said to be less energetic, poorer, and
more timid, than the other bands.

The Cafion division were expert salmon-fishers, influential, impulsive,
bold, crafty, proud, cunning as traders, loquacious, liberal in gifts, wealthy,
leaders in feasting, dancing, and potlatching, and leaders of fashion among

! See Mackenzie, 1. c., p. 245. t See Fraser’s Journal, pp. 166 and 167.
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the western Shuswap, expert gamblers, opposed to war and feuds, sometimes
lazy. They seldom did any travelling, hunting, or trapping.

The Lake division were the most expert fishermen and trappers, good
hunters, independent, peaceable, non-aggressive, quiet, mild-dispositioned, un-
warlike, rather poor] and not stylish in dress or showy in manners.

The North Thompson division were probably the best hunters and
greatest travellers. They were mild, quiet, steady, rather serious, hospitable,
rather poor. '

The Shuswap Lake division resembled the North Thompson people in
almost all their characteristics. They also travelled considerably, and were
good fishermen, canoe-men, and trappers, but rather poor.

The Kinbaskets and Arrow Lake band may be classed with the last two.

The Bonaparte division were considered to be the poorest canoe-men.

The Shuswap of the southern bands were thought to be the tallest, and
those of the eastern bands to have long faces and long heads.

The Carrier were considered to be of medium height, light-skinned,
good-looking, good trappers, gentle, sociable, good-natured, careless, jocular,
loquacious, fond of singing, of great shamanistic powers.

The Chilcotin were shorter than the Carrier and Shuswap, not so good-
looking, good hunters and trappers, bold, rough, proud, boastful, cunning,
somewhat treacherous, careless in dress, more warlike and quarrelsome than
the Carrier and some other tribes, somewhat given to thieving, and of great
shamanistic power.

The Lillooet were noted for shortness of stature, roundness of face or
head, tendency to obesity among the women; they were good canoe-men
and salmon-fishers, poor horsemen, good basket-makers, sharp traders, a
people with many taboos and restrictions, unwarlike, mild, generous, hospi-
table, rather quiet, sociable, mostly good-natured; their women less chaste
than those of most of the tribes. Their weapons were inferior. These char-
acteristics were more marked among the Lower Lillooet.

The tribes of the Fraser delta and the coast were not much known, but
they were noted for shortness of stature, stoutness of build, large or broad
heads, ugliness of their women, also largeness of their canoes. They were
supposed to be good canoe-men and poor travellers and hunters.

The staxa’iux and other Thompson Indians of Fraser River were thought
to resemble the Lillooet in disposition and general character.

The people of Lytton and other Upper Thompson bands — called by the
Shuswap “the real Thompson” — were considered to be of medium height,
good fishermen and hunters, good-looking (especially the women), fairly
wealthy, warlike, brave, many good-natured, some treacherous, careful, tasty,
showy but not vain, great orators, resourceful, tactful, very successful lehal-
players, obliging, hospitable, skilful and neat in weapons, clothes, utensils,
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fond of painting designs on everything, having many restrictions and observ-
ances, rather fond of sport, and good horsemen.

The Okanagon were thought to resemble the “real Thompson in nearly
all essentials. They were rather tall, good-looking, most expert horsemen,
wealthy (particularly the southern ones), fond of fine clothing and of painting
their clothes and utensils, warlike and independent, stubborn, but not very
aggressive or revengeful. They had fine songs, and were fond of singing
and playing, also of oratory.

The people of Similkameen were unwarllke milder and poorer than the
Okanagon, also more careless and less Skllful, not fond of fine dress or much
ornamentation ; they were hospitable.

The Kootenai were tall, and similar in most ways to the Okanagon,
but rather milder and more simple and hospitable.

The Stonies were similar to the Kootenai, but more talkative and rather
fond of display. '

The .Blackfeet were not well known, but noted as a tall people, very
numerous, warlike, and buffalo-hunters. Otherwise they were supposed to
resemble the southern Okanagon. ‘

The Cree were considered the tallest people, had very long hair, good-
looking women; they were proud, dignified, rather reserved, warlike but not
very revengeful, hospitable, good travellers, fond of good dress; some of
their weapons were inferior.

The Iroquois band were tall; according to some, light-skinned; according
to others, very dark-skinned; good trappers, hunters, and canoe-men; quiet,
not aggressive or revengeful; inclined to be cruel; inclined to thieving, espe-
cially to stealing girls.

The Beavers were not much known, but said to be a taller people
than the Sekanai, richer, better dressed, and good hunters.

The Sekanai were a thin, wiry people, good travellers,. expert trappers
and hunters, unwarlike, their weapons inferior.

At the present day the characteristics of the tribes are described more
from the white man’s point of view. Thus, on the whole, the Shuswap are
considered religious, because they pay attention to the observances of the
Christian religion; progressive, because they copy the example of the whites
very closely in all essentials; industrious, because they work extensively on
their own reserves, and labor for the whites.

The people of those bands formerly noted for warfare are now the most
industrious; generally the wealthiest, having most money, utensils, stock, etc.;
usually the most addicted to liquor, and on account of this the greatest
offenders against the law. On the other hand, those people formerly noted
as of a mild temperament are less industrious; live somewhat more in the old
way; are poorer, or have at least fewer white man’s goods and food; do not
care much for liquor; and live up to their religious professions better.



1. — MANUFACTURES.

ImpLEMENTS. — The implements and utensils of the Shuswap were prac-
tically the same as those of the Thompson Indians, and the remarks on the
latter ' are also applicable to the Shuswap. Arrow-points, spear-points, and
knives were chipped and flaked. They were made of glassy basalt, but
other stones were sometimes used; viz., chert, obsidian, jasper, chalcedony,
agate, quartz, and a smooth, brittle green stone, which generally flakes well,
and is found in volcanic parts of the mountains. Tomahawk-heads were
sometimes made of the same material and in the same way as arrow-heads.

Arrow-flakers were of various sizes, and preferably of buck-antler. Many
were double-ended. Celts used for a variety of purposes, such as clubs,
axe-heads, chisels, adzes, and skin-scrapers, were made of jade and serpen-
tine. They were cut and worked by rubbing with gritty sandstone, and
sometimes with stone crystals and beaver-teeth. Knives and
daggers were also sometimes made of jade. A large rubbed
stone point is shown in Fig. 201. In the collections made by
Mr. Harlan I. Smith at Kamloops, rubbed points of such size
do not occur, the majority of stone points being made by
chipping. Skin-scrapers were usually made from chips of
bowlders which split well, but occasionally were flaked from
basalt, in the same manner as the arrow-points.

Pestles and hand-hammers were made of many kinds of
stone; those least liable to split, and at the same time not
too hard, being chosen. They were worked into shape by
pecking with a jade pestle made for the purpose. The ham-
mers were used for driving chisels, wedges, and stakes. They

Fig. 20t (gign). 1€ short, the body is conical without separate striking-head,
Rubbed Stone Point. and the tip is slightly thickened and forms a rounded knob.2
Length, 13 cm. Out of six hand-hammers, three have this form, while the others
are elongated pebbles with one end battered flat.* The style of hammer
with flat heads* was not known. Heavier stakes for weirs were driven with

! See Vol. I of this series, pp. 182 and 183.

* See Harlan 1. Smith, The Archzology of the Thompson River Region, Vol. I of this series, Fig. 341 4,
p. 413. .

3 See Harlan L. Smith, Archzology of Lytton, B. C., Vol. I of this series, Figs. 28 and 30, p. 138.

4 See Harlan I. Smith, Stone Hammers or Pestles of the Northwest Coast of America (American Anthro-
pologist, N.S., Vol. L, Fig, 11 4, p. 365).
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large flat bowlders held in both hands, or with mallet-shaped stone hammers,
the handles of which were formed by a twisted withe which was bent over
the stone and twisted together, so that the stone was held firmly in the loop
of the withe. The latter was sometimes stiffened with a rod. Light stakes
and pegs were driven with small flat stones, wooden mallets, generally a
piece of pole flattened a little at the butt-end, and ordinary hand-hammers.
Sandstone arrow-smoothers with grooves were made with beaver-tooth knives.
Steatite was also cut with those knives. Pipes were made of this material;
they were bored with flaked basalt points! and with other drills rotated
between the hands. Paint-dishes? hollowed out slightly on one or both sides,
and round in shape, were also made of steatite.

Whetstones and files were made of sandstone or gritstone of various
degrees of coarseness. Flat bowlders were provided with a shallow depres-
sion on one side, and used for pounding tobacco, etc., on. Mortars® were
also occasionally made and used for similar purposes. Anvils consisted of
flat, tough, and smooth bowlders.

Large chisels for cutting trees were made of elk, caribou, and buck
antler. The last-named material was considered best. Small chisels were of
antler and bone. Wedges were of antler and hard wood, and occasionally
of stone. Adzes, knives, and daggers were also made of antler and bone.*
All these tools differed in no way from those used by the Thompson Indians.
Adze-handles like those of the Coast Indians® were unknown. Tools were
hafted with antler and wood in the same manner as among the Thompson
people. Awls and needles were made of bone. Carving or incising on wood
and stone was done with beaver-tooth knives. Antler and bone were cut
and carved with knives of basalt having crooked points.® Two other imple-
ments used for incising on antler, wood, and bone, were made of iron, but
in early days may have been made of bone. They were often made of the
handles of kettles procured from the Hudson Bay Company. One was a
kind of bit used for making circles. Some of them had two. points, thus
making double circles. The handle was rotated between the hands in the
manner of a fire-drill. The other instrument was used for making grooves,
straight lines, and zigzag patterns. It was like a chisel, and some had more
than one point for making parallel lines when necessary. Those used for
making grooves in arrow-shafts had the edge rounded to fit the shaft, and
the point on one side (occasionally in the centre) to make the groove. Antler
and bone were generally soaked in water or boiled to make them easy to

! See Vol I of this series, Fig. 352, e—g, p. 418.

2 These were probably the same as or similar to Fig. 343 4, Vol. T of this series, p. 413.
3 See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 342, p. 4I3. )

4 See Vol 1 of this series, Fig. 123, p. 183.

5 Ibid., Fig. 124, p. 183.

6 Ibid., Figs. 125 and 126, p. 184.
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work, and it is said that even stone and wood were also in some cases sof-
tened in this way.

Iron seems to have been first introduced early 'in the middle of the
eighteenth century, but continued to be very scarce until 1810 or later.
Gradually, however, iron superseded all other materials in the making of
most kinds of implements. As long as stone implements were made, arrow-
flakers made of antler were considered superior to iron ones, as they took a
better grip and did not slip. Some awls and needles of bone are used at
the present day. .

I did not hear of the use of bows for drilling, such as are applied by
the Carrier.! Pottery was not made. Tools for digging paints, - copper, etc.,
consisted of spikes or picks, and pinch-bars of wood and antler. Frequently
short root-diggers and bark-peelers, and sometimes chisels made of antler
and driven with stone hammers, and scrapers, were used for this purpose.
The scrapers were made of wood, bone, and antler, but generally consisted
of crooked sticks, somewhat spoon-shaped, like the sticks used for removing
the brains out of the skulls of animals. They were used for scraping from
seams decomposed rock which served as paint. Chisels and pinch-bars were
inserted in cracks, and fragments of rocks were split off by their means. In
a few places at which paint has been gathered for long periods, deep holes
and small tunnels were formed, which were worked along the seams of paint-
rock or in those directions where the rock showed least resistance. In other
places the material was obtained more easily, being found in the talus slope
of cliffs. Snow-shovels were used by all the northern Shuswap bands. Some
of these were made of a single piece of wood, in the shape of an oar-blade
or a spade. They had a handle of nearly the same length as an ordinary
paddle.® In some places the blade was cut off slanting. Probably, however,
most of the snow-shovels were made of birch-bark. One kind was made
somewhat like a grain-shovel, with handle and stays of wood; and a smaller
kind was somewhat like a dustpan in shape, with a short handle. Baskets
and bark trays were also used for removing snow.

PaintiNgG. — The Shuswap claim that they did not decorate objects as
elaborately as the Thompson tribe. However, they made use of a variety
of paints and dyes. A dull red ochre, obtained in various parts of the
country, was used extensively. Micaceous hematite, giving a reddish spar-
kling color, was used for decorating bows and arrows and as facial paint.
The root of Lithospermum angustifolium dipped in hot grease, giving a
blood-red color, which with age changed to a purplish shade, was used
principally for painting gambling-sticks. Wolf-moss (Evernia vulpina) was

! A. G. Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés (Transactions of the Canadian Institute, Session 189293, Fig.
131, p. 143).
2 Ibid., Fig. 104, p. 115.
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dipped in water and used for painting the face and large surfaces, skins,
etc. It gives a light-yellowish or pale-green color. Charcoal and soot were
employed as black paints. White (obtained from a white clay or chalk) and
blue (made from a blue earth or clay) were chiefly used as face and body
paints. A yellow ochre, found in some parts of the country, was also used.
A very light, bright-red ochre was obtained from a spot in the Rocky Moun-
tains called Tcextca'tcks, or Tsketca'tcks, where it was gathered in bags made
of skins of marmots shot there for the purpose. It was prepared by knead-
ing with water in a bark vessel, and then spreading it on flat stones before
the fire to dry. When thoroughly dry and brittle, it was put in a mortar
or in a skin bag and pounded up fine with a pestle of stone. Another
light-red ochre was obtained from the east side of Adams Lake. Graphite,
found on the Thompson River, was used as facial paint. Some kinds of
ochre and hematite were prepared by roasting in the fire.

By far the most common dyes used were alder-bark and wolf-moss; the
former imparting a reddish, and the latter a yellowish color. The former
especially was much used for dyeing gambling-sticks, quills, hair, feathers,
straw, etc., and also for imparting a red tinge to dressed skins and buckskin
clothes. These were immersed for some time in a decoction of alder-bark,
then taken out and wrung, and again soaked until the desired shade was
obtained. Another dye, also much used, was obtained from an unidentified
plant, the dead leaves of which, when boiled, gave a reddish juice. It was
employed for the same purpose as alder-bark, and it is said to have been
also extensively used by the Chilcotin and Thompson tribes. Some other
dyes, used principally by the more southern bands, were the seeding head
of Chenopodium capitatum, giving a red or pinkish color; and the stems and
roots of an unidentified plant, probably a fern, which gave a black color.
Cherry-bark, used for birch-bark baskets and for basket-weaving, is sometimes
dyed by being buried in black mud.

Some other dyes mentioned by Dr. Dawson' may have been used in
the southeastern part of the country. Berry-juices were very seldom used
either as dyes or paints. The Shuswap claim that the Thompson Indians
used a greater variety of dyes than they did.

Paint-brushes were made of elk-hair, or paints were applied with a
pointed stick or the finger-tip. Nowadays hardly any painting or dyeing is
done by the tribe. _

PREPARATION OF Skins. — All the methods of tanning and dressing skins
found among the Thompson tribe* were also employed by the Shuswap.
Among the latter, the stick used for scraping the skin on was invariably
pointed, and placed in a slanting position, with the butt-end: planted in the

! The Shuswap People of British Columbia, p. 23. 2 See Vol. 1 of this series, pp. 184— 186.
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ground, so that the skin was held in place by the point of the stick; while
among the Thompson tribe several kinds were used. The knives and scrapers
of both tribes were the same. The people of the Fraser River division
treated skins, both with hair and without, nearly always with salmon-oil;
but most of the bands used brains of large game for this purpose. Only
buckskin dressed without oil was smoked. At the present day, owing to
scarcity of oil and brains, skins are mostly prepared wirh soap.! Skins were
generally cleaned and the hair removed at the hunting-camp, while they
were still fresh. They were then dried and folded up until winter, which
was the time for skin-dressing. They were then soaked in water, wrung,
and hung up for several days to freeze. The Shuswap declare that skins
are rendered much easier to dress by freezing.

Needles, awls, and pins were like those of the Thompson Indians.?
Thread and twine were made of bark of Indian hemp (Apocynum cannabinum)
and of eleagnus (Eleagnus argentea); common nettles; sinew from the back
of the deer, elk, and caribou; and dressed and undressed skin (babiche) cut
into thin strings. Skins were wrung in the manner described before,” and
also in the way described by Dr. Boas.?

BaskeETRY. — Basketry was once an important industry in the tribe,
although probably never developed to the same extent as among the Lillooet
and Thompson tribes. Birch-bark baskets of various shapes and excellent
workmanship were made by all parts of the tribe, and were put to many
different uses. The Shuswap were noted for the great quantity and good
quality of their birch-bark manufactures. Their work was similar to the best
class of baskets made by the Upper Thompson Indians, and the shapes were
the same. From description it seems that all the shapes known among the
Chilcotin and Carrier* were also made by the Shuswap.

A noticeable feature of Shuswap and Carrier bark baskets is their ten-
dency to have corners, or, in other words, squareness. It may be seen
among the Chilcotin and Lillooet bark baskets as well. This tendency is
clearly seen among the latter in their woven carrying-baskets. On the other
hand, among the Thompson and Okanagon the tendency is toward roundness,
at least in their older work; and this is one of the distinguishing features
between Thompson and Lillooet woven carrying-baskets.’?

These baskets were sewed with split spruce-roots, and the rims were

! See Vol. T of this series, p. 18s.

2 Ibid., p. 186.

3 Sixth Report on the North-Western Tribes of Canada (Report of the British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, 1890, p. 636).

4 See Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés (Transactions of the Canadian Institute, Session 1892—93, pp. 120 — 124).

$ The Thompson Indians state that in former times the angles of their burden-baskets were more
rounded than they are made nowadays. The change in style is considered to be due to the influence of the
Lillooet, whose basketry is considered of particular excellence. The older burden-baskets of the Thompson tribe
had also straighter, less flaring sides than those of the Lillooet.
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covered with stitching of the same material. Dyed and undyed goose and
swan quills split and scraped thin, dyed horsehair, and the glossy bark of
the bird-cherry (Prunus sp.), were also worked in on the rims for ornamen-
tation. Some of the baskets had also pictographic and geometric designs
incised on the sides. Basketry is still made, but the workmanship is not as
good as formerly. The Alkali Lake band is reputed for making the best
quality of birch-bark basketry.

A few baskets are shown in Figs. 202—205. The cut of the birch-
bark is the same as that used by the Thompson Indians.! The flaps are

Fig. 202 (g}fs). Birch-bark Basket. @, Front and rim; &, Short side. Height, 30 cm.

turned up so that the grain of the bark runs parallel to the rim. The sides
of all these baskets are sewed up with single (Fig. 203, 6), double (Fig.
202, 6), or triple (Fig. 205) zigzag stitches; while the lower flap is sewed to the
sides either by close vertical stitches (Fig. 202, é), or by looser stitches (Fig.
203, 6), which sometimes form an angle with the edges of the flap (Fig. 203).
The upper rim of the basket is finished off with a close sewing of spruce-
root, by means of which a rod, which is generally placed on the inside, is
sewed to the birch-bark. In all the specimens this sewing is more or less
ornamental.  Since the stitches which pass through the bark always tear out
in the direction of the grain, a close sewing would invariably tear the bark.
In order to avoid this, stitches at certain definite intervals are carried farther
down from the rim. Thus we find in some baskets one single long stitch
alternating with three or more stitches which pass directly over and under

i See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 130, p. 187.
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the rod (Fig. 203). In.another basket there are two such long stitches al-
ternating with from six to ten short stitches (Fig. 204). In the best baskets
the stitches have regularly alternating lengths (Figs. 202, 205); the stitch
passing directly under the rod being followed by a slightly longer one, which
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Fig. 203 (gify). Birch-bark Basket. e, Front; &, Short side; ¢, Design on back. Height, 26 cm,

in turn is followed by a still longer one. Thus a triangular form of orna-
mentation along the rim of the basket is produced. In the two best baskets
here illustrated (Figs. 202, 203), the rim, at the middle of the long sides and
short ends, is decorated with bunches of dyed horsehair instead of spruce-
root. In the former specimen the horsehair is dyed black and red, the red
being in the middle, and being followed on each side by black; in the latter
specimen the horsehair on the long sides is dyed blue, while that on the
short sides is dyed yellow.

The rim is further ornamented in the former specimen by passing two
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strips of cherry-bark dyed red under and over the stitches (Fig. 202, a).
In this way a checker-design is pi‘oduced. In another specimen (Fig. 204) a
similar ornamentation is made by passing a ribbon consisting of a number of
threads over and under the stitches. The arrangement is somewhat irregular.
‘On the whole, the ribbon is covered by three or four stitches, and then
passes over two or three stitches.

All these baskets are ornamented with incised patterns, which consist
largely of rows of triangles and zigzag lines. On two of the baskets the
design is confined to one side, evidently the front of the basket; while on
. the two others, designs are found all round the baskets. In these last two
specimens there are also a considerable number of realistic designs.

Breaks in baskets are mended by
an over-and-over stitch, by means of
which the two edges of the break are
brought together. The whole is calked
with gum.

A comparison of these baskets
with a series of Chilcotin baskets col-
lected by Mr. Teit shows that the
general technique among both tribes
is practically the same. In both cases
: the bark is turned in such a way that
—— ™ =\ . the grain runs parallel with the rim.
NA _ An examination of the stitches shows
——, that every stitch tends to tear out at
| least twice its width in the direction
of the grain of the bark. For this
reason the alternation in length of the
stitches is quite necessary. In those
baskets in which there is close stitch-
ing, with a few long stitches at long
intervals, many places of the close
stitching are torn out. In the Chilcotin baskets the curved outline of the
upper rim is not so pronounced as in the Shuswap baskets. The style of
decoration of the rim described before, by inserting a sewing of dyed material
at a few places, occurs in only two of the Chilcotin baskets. In one of these
horsehair is inserted, not at the short ends and in the middle of the wide
sides, as in the Shuswap baskets, but, instead of that, at the points on the
rim midway between the long and the short diameter. Another one, which
has a rectangular rim, has analogous ornamentation of broad quills in the
middle of each side, the ornamental strip consisting of white quill-work bor-
dered by black. In this specimen the flaps are on the wide sides. Two of

i

Fig. 204 (gifs). Birch-bark Basket. i{eight, 17 cm,
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the :Chilcotin baskets have the 3-step stitching on the rim. Another one,
whith is sewed with very thick spruce-root, has alternate stitching, with every
eighth or tenth stitch considerably longer than the rest. One is sewed very
unevenly with flattened quill. A flat dish from the Chilcotin is shown in
Fig. z206. It has a strong rod outside, and even stitches, which, however,
are so far apart, that there is no danger of their tearing out. On account
of the great width of the dish, the two shorter ends have the grain of the
bark running at right angles to the rim. Still wider stitching is applied in
one roughly-made small birch-bark basket which has the rod of the rim inside.

i

Fig. 205 (g3%5)- Birch-bark Basket. Height, 21.5 cm,

A comparison of these baskets with a series collected on the Lower
Yukon shows clearly that the types used by the Shuswap and those used
by the northwestern Athapascans are identical in form. The Alaskan buckets
are of the same description as those described by Mr. Teit, of which, however,
no specimen is available. They are all folded in such a way that the bark
runs parallel or nearly parallel with the rim. All of these have a strip of
bark, which serves for strengthening the rim, placed around the outside, the
grain of this strip of bark running at right angles to the rim (Fig. 207%).
In four of these the device of alternation of long and short stitches is used,
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while one specimen — the one illustrated here — has a series of short
stitches alternating with two long stitches.

In stitching in the flap, we find the chain-stitch used, which is also
applied in baskets from eastern North America (see Fig. 214, 4), or the cat-
stitch (Fig. 207, 4).

The handles of these baskets consist of a leather band which is wound
spirally with spruce-root, interrupted at regular intervals by winding with dyed
quill. The wrapping is held in place by a medial sewing with spruce-root,
made like the shoemaker’s stitch (Fig. 207, a).

' The same method
' Ly of strengthening the
== 4 rim is also used in

4 bark * dishes from
el & the Yukon (Fig.
208). In some cases
‘these are still fur-
ther  strengthened
by sewing on a flat
rod. The greater
number of Alaskan’
basketry . trays are
folded, not cut out,
and are protected
in the manner illus-
trated in Fig. 209.
In most of these
the sewing around
the rim, which is
often provided with
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open, or arranged in
ornamental groups,
as shown in Figs. 209, 210, and 212. There is a considerable diversity of
devices by which the strengthening of the rim is used to obtain ornamental
effects. In one specimen an ornamental effect and increased strength are
attained by the hitched stitch at the folded ends of the basket illustrated in
Fig. 211. 7

A few baskets from the same region show the same kind of rim-deco-
ration that was discussed before; a dyed ribbon being caught under the
stitches, and being exposed for one or more stitches. In several baskets

Fig. 206 (g44y). Bark Dish. 4, Side; 4, Bottom. Length, 41.3 cm.
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these ribbons are woven in, as described before (see Fig. 202), and sometimes
form quite complicated patterns (Fig. 212). The rim of two small well-made
baskets of this type, in which the looped stitch is also used to obtain a deco-
rative effect on the inside, are shown in Fig. 212, 4.

Fig. 207, @ (338s), 6 (5i8s). Bark Buckets. Alaska. Height, 24 cw., 17.5 cm.

[ am inclined to believe that this style of decoration is more primitive
than the imbricated treatment of coiling which is so characteristic of the
Lillooet, Thompson River, Klickitat, and some other tribes of the same
district. In the discussion of the Lillooet coiled basketry (Fig. 69, 4, p. 206
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Fig. 208, a (gggg),‘ b (3885). Bark Dishes with Strengthened Rims. Alaska. Length, 22.5 cm., 41 cm.

of this volume), attention was called to the occurrence of decoration produced
by weaving in double or triple strips of dyed grass under the coiling. This-
method is identical with the one described here. It is also worth calling,
attention to the fact that a similar basket has been collected among the
Clallam, which, however, is presumably of Lillooet provenience. In this
specimen the overlaying is similar to those rims of baskets in which a single

strip of colored material covers a considerable number of stitches, and is held
2 .
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down here and there by one stitch.)! The frequent occurrence of the checker-
pattern, the so-called “fly” pattern® of the Lillooet, or the bead, spot, or
snake-skin pattern of the Thompson Indians, is quite analogous to the rim
patterns here described. In the area in which imbricated basketry occurs, the
patterns which are characteristic of California and Oregon, and related pattern
types, reach their most northern limit. In adapting these baskets to the
characteristic coiled basketry in which decorative effects are brought about
by weaving in strips of dyed material, the difficulty arose that single vertical
and horizontal bands had to be made in colors. Since this would necessitate
overlaying a considerable number of consecutive stitches with the weak-colored
material, it became necessary to give to this strip a better hold, which is
accomplished by catching the overlaid strip in each new stitch, and bending
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Fig. 209, 2 (5885), & (3885). Alaskan Baskets, Diameter of @, 19 cm.; length of 4, 31 cm.

it back over the stitch, — the method of imbrication. I venture to suggest
the hypothesis that this contact between the northern weaving method and
the southern patterns may have given rise to the technique of imbrication.

The woven rim-decoration is presumably related to the woven quill-deco-
ration of many of the Eastern baskets, the technique of which is quite similar
to the one here discussed. It is also worth stating that the overlaying of
coils which has here been described is the method adopted by the Koryak in
decorating coiled baskets in continuous dark lines; the dark, overlaid ribbon
being held by grass stitches (Fig. 213). The same method is also applied
in decorating the rims of Amur River baskets (see Fig. 216). It would
seem, therefore, that this technique of decoration occurs over a large contin-
uous area, extending from northeastern Siberia over northwestern America
southward to the Lillooet region and the South Thompson River.?

It is interesting to note that a number of birch-bark baskets collected

1 O. T. Mason, Aboriginal American Basketry (Report of the U. S. National Museum for 1902, pp. 434, 435).

2 See p. 208 of this volume, The name “fly-pattern” is sometimes also used by the Lower Thompson.

3 The same method of decoration occurs also in Japanese basketry, and it is used on the coiled baskets of
the Somali. It is obvious, therefore, that not all baskets showing this decoration are derjved from the same source.
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in eastern North America all have the bark cut in such a way that it runs
at right angles to the rim. The modern bark baskets of the Chippewa and
Ojibwa are cut in this manner; and a number of old baskets from the eastern
parts of North Amer-
ica found in the col-
lections in the United
States National Mu-
seum at Washington,
in the Peabody Mu-
seum at Cambridge,
Mass., and one owned
by Mr. George G.
Heye of New York [
City, all show this
characteristic cut. For (‘<
this reason the danger
of the bark tearing
out is not great, and ?
the stitches along the
rim are quite even
and close together. s
The stitches used for
sewing up the sides
differ from the Alas-
kan type. One of the
well-made specimens
(Fig. 214, @) has seams
overlaid with a strip
of spruce-root, which
is sewed on by means
of the couching-stitch,
and which recalls the
overlaying of seams
found in northeastern
Siberia and in Alas-
ka. Another specimen
(Fig. 214, 6) has the

chain-stitch. A similar Fig. 210, a—d. Ornamental Spruce Root Sewing from Rims of Birch-bark
basket is in the col- Baskets (after Mason). Central Alaska.

lection of the United States National Museum (Fig. 214, ¢), which is folded
and sewed in nearly the same way as the one illustrated in Fig. 214, a.
The specimen was among the effects of George Catlin, and was transferred
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with the Catlin portraits to the Smithsonian Institution. There is no infor-
mation regarding its provenience. While the Shuswap specimens before de-
scribed are generally cut in such a way that the upper edge of the rim is
concave on the long sides, that of the present specimen is convex. The rim
of the basket is sewed with quills in red, dark-green, and natural color,
also with strips of spruce-root. A small tray of similar kind, also from the
N— Catlin collection and without spe-
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g d. The bark in this specimen
all round is also sewed with even
stitches, probably :because in by
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‘“\\ \ JHM«M”""’?/ the rim. On the bottom of the
L3R tray is a pattern representing a

N F= turtle and water-birds in light color

on a dark background, but appar-

Fig. 211 (7885). Decorated Basket strengthened at Ends ently not formed by Scraping.

by Hitched Stitch. Alaska. Length, 21.5 cm. .. }

A similar tray from Massachusetts

is in the collection of Mr. George G. Heye in New York, and still another
one is in the collection of the Peabody Museum at Cambridge, Mass.

Sewing with even stitches is also found on models of bark canoes, in

which the grain of the bark runs at right angles to the gunwale.
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Fig. 212, ¢ (38%5), & (3§87). Decoration from Rims of Baskets. Alaska. a, 4, About nat. size; &, £ nat. size.

It is interesting to note that in parts of arctic Siberia the methods, of
strengthening the rims of bark dishes are identical with the methods found in
Alaska and British Columbia. Yukaghir bark dishes are folded and strength-
ened in the same way as those previously described; but the strips of bark
are generally long, and the grain runs paralle] with the rim of the basket
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(Fig. 215). In the Amur River basketry the same device in stitching is
employed as is found in northwestern America; and the method of strengthening
the rim with a piece of birch the grain of which runs at right angles to the
rim, is also found (Fig. 216). The elaborate decoration of the strengthening-
piece, and the addition of a dyed strip which is caught under the longer
stitches, are characteristic of this area. In a number of specimens from the
Amur River the rim is strengthened by sewing the sides of the birch-bark
basket to a.wooden hoop. A bucket made in the same style from the
Mackenzie River is in the United States National Museum. — EDITOR.]

Coiled basketry was formerly made by all or nearly all the Shuswap
bands, and was of the same kind as that made by the Chilcotin, Lillooet,
and Thompson Indians.! On the whole, it may have been less fine than the
best class of work done by the last-named tribe; but this may have been
occasioned by the inferiority of the material
used. Cedar-roots were employed where a good
quality could be obtained; and this material
was used quite frequently by the Lake division,
who gathered it in the mountains some distance
northeast of Canim Lake. As cedar was scarce
in most parts of the country, the great major-
ity of baskets were woven of spruce-root. The
Fraser River bands, especially the southern
ones, and the Lake people, were probably the
greatest basket-makers; while the Kamloops and
Bonaparte divisions made the fewest. The
shapes of these baskets are said to have been
the same as those of the Lillooet and Thompson
baskets.

In many Shuswap baskets there was a Fig. 213 (528;). Koryak Basket.
straight rod sewed across the bottom to prevent Diameter, 15 cm.
wear, but stiffening-rings made of rods were hardly ever attached inside the
basket halfway up, or along the outside of the rim, as seen in Chilcotin baskets.

[Two baskets collected by Mr. Teit are oval in form, and do not have
the tendency to angularity to which Mr. Teit refers (p. 477), and which is
also found, although not quite so markedly, among the Chilcotin. Farther
to the south, on Columbia River, the forms are throughout round. I am
inclined to ascribe the angular forms, which are so little adapted to basketry,
to an influence of the earlier use of boxes made of bent wood among the
tribes of the Lower Fraser Cafion and of the Lower Lillooet Valley, where
this art seems to have been most highly developed, and possibly to an early

! See Vol. I of this series, pp. 187, 188.
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use of bent-bark boxes, such as are used by the Bella Coola and northern
Kwakiutl tribes, although this type may itself originate from the sharp-edged
bent-wood boxes.. The coiled basketry of the interior resembles the Atha-
pascan coiled basketry. It is worth remarking that in one of the two bas-
kets collected by Mr. Teit (Fig. 217) a very regular and pretty effect is
obtained by splitting each stitch from the outside when sewing on the next

Fig. 214, a (39), & (33%7), ¢, d. Eastern Birch-Bark Vessels. (¢, &, from U. S. National Museum, Cat. Nos.
247165 and 73153.) Height of a, 4, ¢, 14 cm., 16 cm., 15.5 cm; diameter of 4, 23.5 cm.

following row. On the inside the effect is quite different, because none of the
stitches, while the work is done evenly, is split. The same method is found
in Athapascan baskets. The possibility of the relation of the fly-patterns to
the Athapascan patterns has been discussed before. — EDITOR.]
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Basketry made with coils consisting of strips of sap was not manufac-
tured. A few baskets were plain, without any ornamentation, probably owing
to the difficulty of obtaining good straw and good bird-cherry bark for im-
brication in some parts of the country. Straw for ornamentation was occasion-
ally dyed red and yellow. The designs are said to have beén the same as
those found in Lillooet and Thompson baskets. The greater number were
geometric, but realistic animal motives also occurred.

About 1860, after the
settlement of the country
by the whites began, the
Shuswap gradually gave
up the making of woven
baskets, until now it is a
lost art in most bands.
Some women of the Fraser
River and Lake divisions
still manufacture a few
baskets. The majority of
the people use birch-bark baskets entirely, or buy woven ones from the
Lillooet, Thompson Indians, and Chilcotin. The Sekanai Indians, who occupy

Fig. 215 (33%5). Yukaghir Tray. Length, 23 cm.

Fig. 216, a (#f), ¢ (&f%)- Amur Basketry. Height, 20 cm,, 13 cm.

the country just north of the Shuswap, are said to make woven spruce-root
baskets, but I cannot say whether they are of the coiled type or not.

Some large temporary baskets made of balsam, poplar, and spruce bark,
were frequently used by the Shuswap for cooking berries, soaking skins, etc.
They were barrel or funnel shaped, and roughly stitched with spruce-root.
The smooth side of the bark was turned in. Open-work baskets like those
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used by some coast tribes were not made. Needles and awls used in bas-
ketry and mat making were kept in cases made of elk-antler.

WEeaviNG. — Mats
were not made as exten-
sively as among the

A Y Thompson tribe. Skins,
ﬂ-{{q\s.‘_.I.i\;!.\:ﬂ}\:},ll\:_('}.., '\i\‘,r‘-"}:u\f"‘ i and to sqme extent bark,
U IR VNIV _ :
AN -'-.\_19,'\\‘!:,::”v;v;l:‘\‘_:_““"I,_s A took their place. Never-
DAYV theless almost every band
made all the different
kinds of rush, tule, and
grass mats made by the
Upper Thompson Indi-
ans." The southern Shu-
swap made and used mats
more extensively than the northern bands, and this was particularly true of
the Bonaparte and Kamloops divisions. Stems of the squaw-grass, which is
also used in basketry, alkali-grass, and other tall coarse grasses,
were woven into small mats for drying berries on. Willow and
other slender twigs were also sometimes woven into small mats
for the same purpose. Woven bark mats, like those of the
coast tribes,” were not made.

Bags and wallets were much in use. Some kinds were
woven of bark twine, particularly among the southern bands,
while those woven of thongs were more common in the
north. Some were of exactly the same make as those
made by the Thompson Indians. A very common form of
bag was the carrying-bag * made of babiche from the hides
of deer, caribou, and beaver. Bags of this kind are said
to have been woven in the same way as nets, some having
large and others small meshes. They varied considerably
in size. Their use is now confined principally to the North
Thompson division. It seems, no wallets of the Sahaptin

type' were made by the Shuswap. The various kinds of
ch:f“'g_’:,f edfegs{:hl..elr?g?lﬁ bags will be more fully described on p. 496—498.
16 cm., 12.2 cm. Threads were spun on the naked thigh. The fibres
were twisted into threads in one direction, and these were combined into

N
Y|

Fig. 217 (g385)- Coiled Basket. Length, 16 cm.

a

! See Vol. I of this series, pp. 188 —190, 2 Ibid., Fig. 133, p. 191.

3 As 1 did not happen to see any of these, I cannot say whether they are of the same kind as the car-
rying and game bags made by the northern Athapascans, and woven in the manner of coiled basketry without
foundation-coil. As these were formerly used by the Carrier, it seems probable that the Shuswap, especially the
northern bands, would have them also. -

4 See Vol. 1 of this series, Fig. 132, p. 190.
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three-stranded threads by twisting in the opposite direction. Some individuals
were in the habit of doing it one way, and others the opposite way. Twine
made of Indian-hemp bark was considered best for making nets and fish-lines.
Netting-sticks for measuring the mesh, and netting-needles (Fig. 218) of wood,
were used, at least in recent days. Net twine obtained from the whites is
now chiefly used. Formerly large numbers of blankets were woven of rabbit,
lynx, and other skins, in the manner of those of the Chilcotin and Thompson
Indians. '

No blankets of goat’s-hair were made, as far as I could ascertain.
Blankets and clothes woven of bark or of rushes were not often made. A
few of the old-fashioned bags are still made by the Lake and North Thompson
people, and the Bonaparte and Kamloops people still make a few mats.
Black moss (A/lectoria) was not woven into blankets or clothes.




III. — HOUSE AND HOUSEHOLD.

HagrraTions. — The description of the habitations of the Upper Thomp-
son Indians®' applies equally to the Shuswap, and I will confine myself
chiefly to the notice of such differences as I have discovered. All the bands
except the Lake division and the Empire Valley band used underground houses
in the winter-time.? The four “rooms” were sometimes named according to
the four quarters, but other names were more generally applied. The upper,
top, or head room was the name for the space next to the high land or
mountain. It was generally the east, but sometimes the west room. The
opposite room, next to the water or river, was called the “‘lower room,”
“kitchen,” or “storeroom;” and another, probably the most common, name for
it, may be translated by the term “passing-place,” because people passed it
on the way to the water. The space underneath the ladder was sometimes
called the “under room;” but the most general name for it is compounded
with the suffix -akst, meaning “hand,” and no doubt has reference to the
person’s hand being visible as he went up or down, holding the groove at
the back of the ladder. This room was the north room in most houses.
The remaining space opposite the foot of the ladder was called the “bottom
room.” Houses among most of the bands were built so as to have a definite
position in relation to the rivers, the beams being so adjusted and the ladder
so placed that one of the side-room spaces was next to the water. In the
valleys this made the opposite room directly towards the rising ground, or
mountains. The ladder was placed, if possible, in the northeast or northwest
corner of the square entrance, leaning toward the north. In the main valleys,
which nearly all run north and south, this was almost invariably the case.
In the smaller valleys, which generally run at right angles to the larger ones,
the ladder was nearly always made to lean east ward.

The tops of many ladders were carved into a round knob or head, and
the lower bands of the Fraser River division carved some of them into rude
representations of bear and other animal heads. The Cafion division carved
all their ladder-tops most elaborately to represent the heads of bears, eagles,
ravens, and many other quadrupeds and birds. They also painted them very
gaudily. This was not done altogether for ornamentation, but was supposed
in some way to represent the inmates of the house, who claimed they be-

! See Vol. I of this series, pp. 192—199.
¢ Both Alexander Mackenzie and Simon Fraser describe underground houses which they saw (see Simon
Fraser’s Journal, p. 166; see also p. 460, Footnote I, of the present volume). In later times, winter houses were
occasionally used also by the Lake division.

[492]
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longed to these animals, or perhaps had them for their guardian spirits.'
No doubt the carvings here had something to do with the crests of Chilcotin
clans or societies. Along parts of Fraser River where wood was scarce,
the upright braces of the underground house were frequently made of drift-
trees, with the root part adjusted to fit the rafters? Cellars were sometimes
dug in the room next the water.

The summer lodges were quite similar to those used by the Thompson
Indians, and were covered with mats or bark. Circular lodges were the
most common kind, especially in the valleys, and were almost invariably cov-
ered with mats. They were the common lodges of the southern portion of
the tribe; while the bark lodges were more common to the north and east,
where the country was more thickly timbered. The bark lodges were square
or oblong in shape, because the strips of bark were hard to fit properly on
a conical lodge. The bark of black pine, spruce, balsam, or cedar, was
used, — whichever was handiest or best in the neighborhood. It was put
on in strips running up and down, with the sap side out, the strips slightly
overlapping each other, and reaching up on each side to a little above the
cross-poles.®  The poles at the ends of the lodge were generally filled in
with brush and waste pieces of bark, although sometimes they were properly
covered with sheets of bark, as on the sides. A pole was often placed along
the base of the lodge at the side, and one or several lighter poles parallel
to it above, to hold the bark in position, and keep the edges from curling
up. Sometimes heavier poles placed up and down, and bearing on the
seams, were used instead. In places where very long strips of bark could
be obtained, they were laid up one side, across the top, and then down the
opposite side, of the lodge. At the top they generally rested on a ridge-
pole, which was placed there for the purpose. About the centre of the lodge,
on each side, short strips of bark were used, thus leaving a smoke-hole right
above the fireplace.

At fishing-resorts near the lakes or rivers, where large numbers of people
congregated for a short time, and to accommodate people at feasts and pot-
latches, long double lodges were built.* All square lodges were of the types
illustrated in Figs. 137, 138, and 142, in Vol. I of this series. ~Mats used
for covering lodges were generally the tule tent-mat,” but other mats of
rushes or grass were also used. Some families wintered in conical mat lodges,
banking them up with earth, and covering them with double layers of mats.
The smoke-hole of these mat lodges was closed either by two flaps made of

! My informant, an old man, whose parents belonged to the Big Bar and Canoe Creek bands, gave me
this information. He was only acquainted with the personal manitou, and knew nothing about clan-totems, crests,
etc,, which he could hardly comprehend.

? See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 135, @ and 4, p. 193.

3 Ibid., Fig. 137, p. 197.

4 Ibid., Fig. 142, p. 197.

5 Ibid., Fig. 131, ¢, p. 189.
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mats, which were attached near the top of the lodge, the free end being
tied to a long pole, by means of which the flap could be turned back, in
the same way as the flaps of the tepee of the Plains Indians; or, more
commonly, by a single long mat, to each end of which a long pole was
attached. This mat was placed around the smoke-hole on the wind side.
If the full length of the mat was not required, the ends could be rolled
around the poles. The framework of large circular lodges was generally
constructed by first erecting four moderately heavy poles with forked ends,
which were interlocked above the centre of the cleared lodge space, their butt-ends
being extended to the edge of the cleared circle and placed at equal distances
apart. To fill up the spaces between these, and to support the mats, about
a score of lighter poles were placed around the edge of the circle with their
small ends leaning against the interlocked tops of the main poles.!

Lodges were not covered with skins, which were too valuable; while
bark and mats were of little value, and could be obtained plentifully almost
anywhere. Besides, they answered the purpose quite as well, or better in
some respects. A few of the Kamloops people occasionally used skin tents,
which they procured in trade from the Okanagon. They would live in them
for a month or so to show them off, and then cut them up and use the
skins for other purposes. The Canim Lake band used oblong lodges and
lean-tos made of bark almost exclusively. Very few mat lodges were used,
and skin lodges and underground houses were not made at all.? This may
have been true of the whole Lake division.

For hunting-lodges, especially on the lower grounds, round or square
lodges, covered with mats, bark, poles, or brush, were used. Trapping-lodges,
generally built near deer-fences, were exactly like the Thompson hunting-
lodge,® and were sometimes covered with earth to a height of about a metre.
A few were of more pretentious type, like some of those used by the Lillooet.*
In places where the party was liable to attack by an enemy, these lodges
were made of horizontal logs interlocked like the logs of a log-cabin.® They
were chinked with moss, or were earth-covered up to a height of four or
five feet, the rest being thinly covered with brush. Some small spaces were
left open between the logs at a height of nearly two metres from the ground,
and these were concealed by overhanging brush. They had only one
entrance, which was guarded by a narrow zigzag approach built of logs or
of stout poles set into the ground close together.

In places where small black pine was plentiful, hunting and trapping

! For other styles of making these lodges, see Vol. I of this series, p. 196; also Fig. 140, p. 197; and Plate
xvi, Figs. 1 and 2. Smaller lodges were oftener made like Fig. 141, p. 197, Vol. L

2 See also p. 460, Footnote 1, and p. 492.

3 See Vol. I of this series, p. 196.

4 See p. 215 of this volume.

8 See Vol. I of this series, pp. 266, 267.
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lodges were made in the style of a shelter or half-lodge, and of the oblong
lodge,! and covered with poles running up and down. Occasionally they
were made of the conical type, and sometimes had a double layer of poles
running up and down all around. ‘

Girls’ lodges were always conical, and generally made of fir-brush,
although bark and mats formed the covering of some. Women’s lodges,
during the fair weather, consisted merely of a shelter of mats, or of a
small tent open on one side. They were just large enough to accommodate
one person sleeping. If several women were to occupy them, they were
made larger.

In winter, tiny but permanent underground houses were used by the
women for the purpose, and these corresponded in construction in every way
to the large ones used. All the sweat-houses used by the tribe were exactly
like. those of the Thompson Indians.” Those near villages were generally
earth-covered. In places where suitable wands could not be obtained, they
were made of short rods tied together at the tops like a tent.?

The most commorn cache, especially among the southern bands, was the
circular cellar, as among the Thompson* tribe. Probably they were most used
in the south because of the dryness of the climate and the sandy nature of the
soil. Fish and other food kept fresher in them than in any other kind of
cache. The box-cache was also used extensively, and especially by bands
inhabiting the more timbered parts of .the country. It was the only cache
which is said to have been proof against the attacks of the wolverene.
Some of them were built on trees, but most were placed on a platform sup-
ported by four posts. They were made of poles, were roofed with bark, and
access to them was by means of an Indian ladder or notched log.® They
were the same in every way as those obtaining among the Lillooet and
Thompson Indians.® ,

Scaffolds like those of the Thompson Indians” were used at all the
regular camps. Utensils, skins, ropes, saddles, etc., were placed on them to
be out of the way of the dogs.

Hunting-lodges are still used to some extent; and mat lodges may still
be seen, principally among the North Thompson and southern divisions.
Scaffolds, caches, and sweat-houses are in evidence almost everywhere, Tents.
of cotton drilling have nearly supplanted the summer lodges. The log-cabin

1 See Vol. I of this series, Figs. 137 and 142, p. 197. 2 See Vol. I of this series, Plate xviL

3 See Ethnographical Album of the North Pacific Coasts of America and Asia, Plate Xx1v.

4 See Vol. I of this series, pp. 198, 199.

§ See Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés (Transactions of the Canadian Institute, Session 1892—93, Fig..
182, p. 196). This representation of the Carrier cache is quite applicable to the Shuswap. Nearly every man,
even in olden times, made his cache slightly different in minor details.,

6 See Vol. I of this series, Plate x1v, Fig. 2, for a common present-day type.

7 1bid., Plate x1v, Fig. 1; and Plate xvi, Fig. 1.
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commenced to take the place of the underground house long prior to 1858,
for the tribe copied the houses of the Hudson Bay Company. Half the
Shuswap tribe were living in cabins before the Thompson thought of erecting
the first one. Nevertheless the houses in the Shuswap villages at the present
time are not as good,.on an average, as those of the Thompson Indians, nor
are they usually kept as clean and tidy. The Shuswap villages, however,
have the largest and finest churches of all the tribes in the interior.
House-FurnisaiNgs. — The household utensils and furnishings of the
Shuswap were almost the same as those of the Thompson Indians. Hammocks
were not used, except occasionally for very young children. Pillows generally
consisted of a small heap of fine brush or grass placed under the end of
the bed-blankets. Bed or floor mats like those of the Thompson Indians
were used. Skins of deer, sheep, goats, and bears, were much used for
lying on. Blankets were often made of softened bear-skins. Robes of fur,
worn during the day, were also used for sleeping in. Table-mats like those
of the Thompson tribe were used. Menstruating women sometimes ate out
of birch-bark trays' of the kind used in the house as receptacles for berries, etc.
Woven baskets were of all the shapes common among the Thompson
tribe,” and were used in the same manner. I did not hear of any flat-backed
baskets being made or used. Round woven baskets, like those of the
Lillooet * and Thompson Indians, were used for boiling food in. Birch-bark
baskets were used for steaming food in, the top being covered with a bark
lid, sometimes held down with a small stone. These baskets were round,
with somewhat flaring sides, similar in shape to Fig. 209, @, but higher.
Small quantities of certain roots were cooked in this fashion. Baskets so
employed were almost round, and narrow-bottomed. Spruce and poplar bark
baskets, and also some of birch-bark, made rather high, sometimes oblong,
and with rather flat sides, were used near the fire for melting snow in, and
keeping water warm, holding dye, skins, etc. Vessels for carrying and holding
water were invariably of birch-bark. They were made very wrong, of the
thickest bark, and some were of large size. They were of two shapes. One
kind was rather round, deep, and straight-sided, and chiefly used for carrying
water. The other sort had a wide square bottom, which gradually narrowed
to a very small round mouth (see Fig. 207). They were much used as water-
receptacles in the house. Very similar to this kind, but having a wider mouth,
was the water-basket nearly always used by adolescent youths and hunters.
The last three kinds often had handles consisting of a single wooden rod placed
across the centre of the mouth, and lashed to the rim, the upper part of
the basket having an extra thickness of bark sewed to it all around for strength.

1 See Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés, Fig, 114, p. 123.
2 See Vol. I of this series, Figs. 143—145, pp. 200, 201. 3 Ibid., Plate xxm, Figs. 2 and 3.
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Occasionally the rod was inserted through the basket just below the rim;
and in this case two large extra pieces of bark, one on the outside and one
inside, were sewed to the basket on each side, the ends of the rods passing
through them. Sometimes a thick twisted piece of buckskin was used instead
of a rod, and this was generally the kind of handle attached to the narrow-
mouthed water-basket.

Stilll another kind of birch-bark basket was invariably of small size, and
used chiefly in berrying. Baskets of this kind varied somewhat in shape and
in manner of stitching. Some were more round, and others more square.
Some had the rims of equal height all round; but the most common kind
had the rims lower on the sides, and higher, coming into a rounded peak,

Fig. 219 (34§5). Woven Grass Bag. a, Front; &, Back. Depth, 29.7 cm.

on the ends (see Fig. 202).) Hoops around the mouths of baskets were
generally put on the inside, but sometimes on the outside, and occasionally
on both sides. Large baskets were sometimes strengthened by having thongs
or ropes tied around them, forming a wide netting. Some baskets had
handles consisting of two lugs or loops of hide, so that when full they could
be lifted with both hands. Small baskets also had two loops, but merely
for the attachment of the ends of the carrying-strap; the latter being just
long enough to allow the basket to be carried on the elbow, although in
some cases it was made of sufficient length to go around the shoulder. Many
of the medium-sized baskets had three loops (like the woven baskets) for the

1 See Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés, Fig. 110, p. 120.
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attachment of the tump-line, the ends of which went right around the carrying-
basket. '

Very many bags and wallets of various kinds were used for many
purposes, but the great majority of them were made of skins dressed with
or without the hair. Bags woven of bark thread, eleagnus-bark, and grass,
were used chiefly by the more southern bands. The common kinds were
like those much in vogue among the Thompson tribe.! They were often
made of a piece of matting, which was turned over and sewed up at the
sides. Woven bark-string wallets of the Nez Percés or Sahaptin type (Fig. 219),

//Jlllﬂ.vj.

i

Fig. 220, ¢ (3383), 6 (34s)- Rawhide Bags. Depth, 25 cm., 23 cm.

and rawhide or, buffalo skin bags (Fig. 220),> were used almost altogether
by the Kamloops and other southern bands, who procured them from the
Okanagon. A very common bag used for holding awls, needles, and sewing-
material, was made of a piece of dressed skin about 30 cm. long and
15 cm. wide, to which on one side were sewed cross-pieces forming pockets,
one under the other? A kind of large bag used commonly by the Lake
and North Thompson divisions was made of skins of caribou-legs, which

! See Vol. I of this-series, Figs. 149, 150, p. 202. 2 See also Vol. I of this series, Fig. 151, p. 203.
3 See Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés, Fig. 138, p. 149. '
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were sewed together lengthwise and bound at the ends with a transverse
strip of bear-skin (Fig. 221). They were provided with a lacing, and were
much used for transportation as well as for receptacles for clothes, etc., in
the house. Another bag used for storing meat and fat was made of goat-
skin. Other large bags used for this purpose were made principally of bear-
skin and horse-skin. Smaller hide bags (Fig. 222) were much used for
holding food and sundries in the house.

A very common form of bag, which to a great extent took the place
of the baskets and parfleches used by the Thompson Indians, was the

Fig. 221 (g}§5). Bag made of Deer-Legs. Depth, 60 cm.

carrying-bag already mentioned.! Some were very large, and used for storing
articles in the house or as panniers for packing on the sides of horses.
They were made of deer, caribou, or beaver skins, which were soaked in
water until the hair came out, stretched, and cut into strips and dried. The
strips *in the small bags were very fine, and sometimes slightly twisted.
Another bag of great importance was the tobacco-pouch (Plate xm?),
which was generally made of dressed skin, or, in more recent days, of cloth.
Those of the Fraser River bands were somewhat square in shape, embroidered
on one or both sides, and almost invariably had four single or double
embroidered flaps hanging from the bottom. The style of tobacco-pouch

! See p. 490. t Fig. 1, Cat. No. zi§»; Fig. 2, 54%y; Fig. 3, 53¢1; Fig. 4, 5ils.
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(Plate xmi, Fig. 2), while the southern bands used the various styles in use

among the Thompson tribe and the
Okanagon. They were the only bags
among the Shuswap which were highly
ornamented.  Tobacco-pouches were
also made of the scrotum of the big-
horn sheep, the border being set with
buckskin fringe.

The use of stone mortars for
grinding tobacco and paint has been
mentioned. It seems that they were
seldom used for other purposes, and
were confined mostly to the Kamloops
and Bonaparte divisions. I found only
one old Indian who was positive that
stone mortars, not the flat grinding-
slabs, were made by the tribe. All
the other Indians declared that they
were made by Coyote in mythological
times, and were occasionally found by

Fig. 223 (gii;). Pestle.

ing fish, etc.,! were made of birch-bark; others, made

used for a long time past.
grinding tobacco was smaller than the ordinary pestle.

Fig. 222 (53§;). Carrying-Bag. Depth, 43 cm.

Fig. 224, a (5}§5), ¢ (54g). Spoons. Length,
Length, 52 cm. 18 cm., 24.2 cm.

the Indians in various parts of the Shuswap territory. It
seems from this that they have not been generally made or
The pestle used with them for

Wooden
mortars were also
made occasionally.
They were worked
out of large knots
of trees, and were
also used for pound-
ing tobacco. Other
mortars  hollowed
out of smaller knots
were used for paint-
pots or for mixing
ointment, and some
of them were made
quite thin and used

as cups.
Trays for hold-

of spruce and black-

I See Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés, Fig. 116, p. 123.
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pine bark, were used before the fire for catching fat-drippings. No wooden
trays, buckets, or boxes were made or used. Pestles or mashers for berries
were made generally of birch-wood, and were bottle-shaped (Fig. 223).

Spoons were made chiefly of mountain-sheep horn, but a few small ones
were made of mountain-goat horn. Wooden spoons (Fig. 224) were seldom
made, except by the Lake and North Thompson divisions. The lower bands
on the Fraser River and the Bonaparte used some of Lillooet manufacture.

Cups were made of birch-bark. Stirrers were made of wood, but many
were of caribou-antler, the wide palmeated part forming the stirring-end.
Tongs, torches, slow-matches, and fire-drills were the same as those commonly
used by the Thompson tribe. Dry grass, sage-bark, and teazed Indian-hemp
bark, etc., were employed as tinder. Dry sand was often used in the holes
of the fire-drill. The latter went out of use soon after the introduction of steel
and flint. Fire was sometimes started by putting bark tinder and a little
gunpowder near the trigger of a flint-lock musket. When the trigger was
pulled, the sparks from the flint ignited the powder and the tinder, which
were fanned into a blaze by blowing.

Some of the spoons, bags, and baskets described above are still in daily
use. Household utensils were hardly ever carved, painted, or decorated in
any way. ;




1V. — CLOTHING AND ORNAMENTS.

CrotHING. — Simon Fraser, in 1808, says of the Shuswap dress,
“They dress in skins prepared in the hair” (see his Journal, p. 160). Again
referring more particularly to those farther down Fraser River, he says,
“They besmear their bodies with oil and red ochre, and paint their faces in
different -colors; their dress is leather” (p. 166).

The dress of the Shuswap was similar to that of the Upper Thompson
people. The former, however (especially the more northern bands), used
more fur clothing. Many persons of the northern bands wore habitually fur
robes without shirts, while among the Bonaparte and Kamloops divisions this
was rare. Bark clothing was used to a very slight extent only, and among
many bands not at all.

Some styles of clothing of the Thompson Indians, and some of their
methods of ornamentation, were but little used among the Shuswap.
Trousers, and combine dtrousers and breech-cloths, long leggings, and short
leggings, were generally of buckskin, and made in the same manner as among
the Thompson Indians. As a rule, they were devoid of decoration, excepting
cut fringes, wich often ran transversally across as well as up and down (Plate
xv,! Fig. 1). In rare cases they were embroidered with quill-work along
the seams. In later days the women’s short leggings were generally made
of cloth, and were beaded (Plate x1v, Figs. 2, 3). Buckskin jumpers and
coats worn by the men were like those of the Thompson Indians.? Shirts
were made of dressed buckskin, elk-skin, caribou-skin, and moose-skin. They
were made to be fastened with thongs on the shoulders or at the throat.
Some had half-length and others full-length sleeves. Those of the men were
short, and highly decorated with pendant feathers, dyed-hair tassels, and
fringes of buckskin, human hair, and horsehair. Besides this, many were
richly embroidered with quill-work. Women’s shirts were longer and looser
than those of the men, and were generally fastened with a belt around the
waist. Most of them were of styles similar to those of the Thompson Indians,
and were highly decorated with quills, shells, and elk-teeth. Some women'’s
shirts had wide sleeves, and two flaps turned down from the neck, which
reached to the middle of the chest and back respectively. These flaps were
cut in various shapes, but most commonly they were square. They were

! Fig. 1, Cat. No. 5385; Fig. 2, gity; Fig. 3, giis; Fig: 4, sids.
2 See Vol. I of this series, Figs. 164, 165, p. 208.
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fringed along the bottom, and ornamented with quills, beads, and shells.
While the Shuswap decorated their shirts elaborately, other parts of their
clothing were rather plain. ‘

Some men wore small dressed-skin ponchos and capes over their shirts,
especially with those shirts which were fastened on the shoulders. Ordinary
ponchos were made almost entirely of deer-skins, and worn hair side out.
Coyote-skin ponchos were used principally by warriors, while those of wolf-
skin were worn only by shamans. Small fur ponchos or strips of fur, some-

Fig. 225, o (3383), 6 (31§s) Combination-Suits.

times woven, were used in the winter-time by some as neck-wraps; and in
rainy weather a few people wore capes or ponchos of closely woven sage
or eleagnus bark.

Combination-suits were worn like those of the Thompson Indians. One
of the latter (Fig. 225, @) consists of two leggings, made of bear-skin in front.
and of deer-skin behind. They are set with a fringe of deer-skin with the
hair on, the fringe being on the outside of the leggings. The leggings are
sewed in front to a narrow piece of marmot-skin, which reaches up to a
belt extending around the front of the body. Behind, the leggings are sewed
to a piece of deer-skin, which extends around the back of the body, and at.
its upper corners is tied with buckskin-thong to the belt in front. Between
the legs the deer-skin is sewed for a distance of about three inches to the
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marmot-skin in f’ront, so that the leggings remain somewhat apart. A marmot-
skin is sewed to the upper part of the belt with the hair side in. The head
part of this skin is cut off, and the tail is left on at the upper end. Thus it
forms a soft flap, which, when. the combination-suit is worn, falls down like
an apron over the front of the garment. At the sides of the deer-skin, near
the upper corners, a broad strip of buckskin is sewed on each side, which
can be tied together in front, holding the suit firmly over the hips.

The boy’s combination-suit (Fig. 225, 4) is of similar cut. It consists
of two leggings which are attached to strips of buckskin. These are cut
out of one piece with a broad buckskin band which extends across the front
of the body. To the ends of this, two pieces of soft fringed deer-skin are
attached, by means of which the suit can be tied behind. To the middle
of the band an apron made of marmot-skin is attached. Its lower part has
a loop, which is evidently drawn up behind and fastened through the belt.

The former of these specimens has red dots painted on the inside of
the marmot-skin flap, while the other has designs in red painted on the
parts made of buckskin.

By far the most common robes were those of marmot-skins sewed together,
and those of woven strips of rabbit-skins.! One of these marmot-skin robes
(s353) has two rows of skins sewed together crosswise at the neck-piece.
The upper row consists of three skins; the lower, of four skins. The outer
skins of both rows are placed with the tail-end outside, the tails being
left on for ornament. The lower part of the robe consists of two rows of
seven skins each, sewed together and to the two upper rows with tails
downward. The tails of the lower row are left on. Most of the skins are
sewed together so that the dark neck-piece is rounded off and fits in between
the lighter hind-legs. Robes woven of strips of lynx-skin and of strips of
musquash-skins were also quite common. Another common robe consisted of
two large deer-skins sewed together.? Those of fawn-skins sewed together,
and of beaver-skins, were fairly common. One specimen (g3%.) consists of a
number of skins of very young fawns placed transversely along the neck-
piece; while the whole rest of the blanket consists of two rows, each of five
or six fawn-skins running down vertically.

Robes of dressed buckskin and elk-skin dyed red were used by a few
people. Pictures and designs were scarcely ever painted on robes; but most
robes were dyed red, including those dressed in the hair and woven of
rabbit-skins. Buffalo robes with the hair on were common, especially among
the southern bands, who obtained them principally from the Okanagon and
Thompson Indians. A few people of the Fraser River bands wore woven
goat's-wool blankets, which were obtained from the Lillooet and Chilcotin.

! See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 131, g, p. 189. 3 Ibid., Plate xvIL
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Old men often wore fur caps with the animals’ tails attached to the back
for ornament. One specimen is made of the skin of a deer’'s head with ears,
and - four tail-feathers of the hawk are placed fan-shape standing up from the
occiput, while behind each ear there is a tuft of fine breast-feathers. Caps
made of lynx, marmot, squirrel, and fox skins were the most common. Those
made of the head-skins of deer' were much used in hunting. The majority
' of men wore head-bands, generally
made of mink, marten, otter, or
beaver skin. Many of these were
set with feathers, and ornamented
with strings of hair and dentalia.
Warriors’ head-bands had two long
strings of hair or feathers hanging
down, one on each side. Instead
of two, sometimes a single one was worn hanging down the back or attached
to one side. The manner of attaching the feathers was the same as among
the Thompson tribe. Eagle-feathers were highly prized.

Mittens of fur were used in the winter-time, and were suspended by
strings from the shoulders. Socks consisted generally of pieces of skin worn
fur side in. Sometimes they were sewed up at the toe, and the heel left
open, like those of the Thompson :
Indians. Others were woven of sage- TR
bark or eleagnus-bark in the form of '
a slipper.? Many people used instead
a loose padding of caribou-hair or of
dry grass inside their moccasins. Moc-
casins were made of dressed skins of
deer, caribou, elk, and moose. Most
of them, especially those of the women,
were made plain; but sometimes they
were more or less embroidered with p
quills and dyed horsehair. They were \
of four types. Probably the most
common kind were those with cross-
cut toe (Fig. 226), like the common Fig. 227 (318g). Sedge-bark Shoe.
kind in use at the present day. Nearly as common were those with round
toe." Somewhat less common were those with pointed toe sewed down the
instep to the toes along the middle of the foot.* Fairly common were those
with sole sewed to the upper all round the foot. The upper consists of

Fig. 226 (33%5). Moccasin.

! See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 178, p. 213, 2 Ibid., Fig. 174, p. 212.
8 Ibid., Fig. 170, p. 2I0. 4 Ibid., Fig. 172, p. 211.
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a single piece, with a rather long tongue on the instep. The sides of the
upper are sewed up in a vertical seam on the heel. To the upper is
attached a leg-piece like those of the Thompson Indians.! In some bands
this was a very common style, while other bands seldom used them. A few
people of the southern bands wore moccasins sewed on one side, like the
most common kind used by the Thompson tribe.? All or almost all moccasins
had trailers of four main types, like the second, fourth, sixth, and seventh
in the series of sketches of Thompson trailers®* Hunters in cold snowy
weather used long boots or combined moccasins and leggings of sheep or
deer skin. They were worn hair side out, over the ordinary shoes and
' leggings. On such occasions very poor
people wore high shoes woven of sage-bark
or of rushes (Fig. 227).

Belts, hair-ribbons, and garters (see Plate
xwv, Fig. 4) were used, and were of many
different styles. Some of these were embroi-
dered and ornamented with tassels, teeth,
feathers, etc.

Breech-cloths were of soft dressed skin,
made in styles similar to those in vogue
among the Thompson Indians. Probably the
most common kind used by men consisted
of a strip of buckskin about 3o cm. wide
and 1.5 Jnetres long, the ends of which were
drawn under the belt and allowed to hang
down like an apron before and behind. The
lower end in front was often decorated with
holes, and the bottom edge was cut in points.*
Young women wore head-bands of dressed
skin, which were generally sewed behind?
and the ends cut into a fringe which was sometimes long enough to reach
down the back. These head-bands were embroidered with dentalia. Older
women used buckskin caps which were frequently beaded or worked with
quills along the seams® and sometimes had a' bunch of fringe at the top.’
Children, as a rule, wore capes instead of robes. The capes often had
buckskin fringe all around neck, front, and bottom, and were open in front.
They were generally of marmot, ground-squirrel, or of squirrel skins.
Aprons worn by old men and women were made of skins of all kinds, and

Fig. 228 (gh$s5). Woven Cap.

! See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 170, p. 210. ¢ Ibid., Fig. 169, p. 210.
3 Ibid., Fig. 173, p. 211

4 See decoration on buckskin shirt, Ibid., Fig. 163, p. 207.

5 See Vol. 1 of this series, Fig. 193, p. 218.

6 Ibid., Fig. 190, p. 217. 7 Ibid., Fig. 191, p. 217.
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some were of woven material like the robes. Those of the men were cut
in three different shapes, — almost square, rectangular and about twice as
long .as wide, and tapering towards the lower end. Women’s bodices or
kilts were of dressed skin with a long fringe at the bottom. Some were
high-bodied like a sleeveless shirt, and fastened over the shoulders; while
others were low, and fastened around the waist.! The latter were the most
common. Short sleeves fastened above the elbow were worn with the
wide-sleeved shirt by a few women. The poorest people wore robes, capes,
and aprons of dog-skin, and leggings, kilts,” ponchos,® and caps* (Fig. 228)
of woven sage-bark among the more southern bands, and of woven rushes
among the other bands. A pair of sedge-bark leggings (:4%;) of this kind
are made in twined weaving like the socks of the same material worn by
the Thompson Indians’® The top is trimmed with a strip
of soft rabbit-fur, which is turned over the edge. The
lower part is loose, like the heel of the Thompson
sock. Near the lower part, straw braid is attached to the
front, by means of which the legging can be tied up below
the knees. Willow and cedar bark were-very rarely used
materials.  Along Fraser River, and possibly in a few
other parts, poor people wore sandals and moccasins of
sturgeon-skin.  The latter were painted with red ochre.
The sandals consist of a flat piece of skin wider at the
heel than at the toe. Near the edge on each side there
was one slit in the middle of the'Long side of the sandal, s
and through these slits a string made of hemp-thread is | /]
pulled, passing along the bottom of the sandal. Another | | 0
pair of holes is made halfway between the pair just described | | /
and the farthest point back, and through these holes a N\ 4
similar string is passed. Presumably the sandal was attached TR
by tying these strings crosswise. The sandals were made caSFi:,g’ Zizs(f%ggl)jeizﬁ'
thicker and more durable by applications of glue mixed 508 cm. ’
with small feathers and sand. As articles of clothing were sometimes bartered
from tribe to tribe, or won in games when members of one tribe gambled
with those of another, skin garments of Thompson, Okanagon, and Kootenai
manufacture were occasionally found among the Shuswap. In this way Cree

1 See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 185, p. 216. 2 Ibid., Fig. 186, p. 216. 3 Ibid., Fig. 194, p. 219.

4 In the Thompson specimens collected by Mr, Teit is one cap made of double-twisted Indian hemp-thread
(1585)- The cap looks very much like a round basket, the single threads being coiled and sewed together with
cotton thread. Outside it is painted with rows of standing triangles. The whole specimen looks very much as
though it were an imitation of a basket-cap similar to those of the Oregon and California tribes. The irregular
and rough sewing-together of the threads in the form of coils seems to be simply a device to hold together the
material, the knowledge of the older type having disappeared. I do not know of any similar technique in old
specimens from this region. This style of cap is said to have been fairly common. — EbpITOR.

5 See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 174, p. 212,
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clothing was not uncommon on the North Thompson River, and women
could be seen wearing the old-fashioned Cree shirt with separate sleeves.

I may here mention the lasts or boards (Fig. 229) used for shaping and
stretching moccasins. The moccasins were dampened with water; and smooth
stones, like large flakes of jasper with rounded surfaces, were used for
pressing the skin into proper shape along the edges of the boards. Special
knives were used for cutting skin (Fig. 230). Awls for sewing clothes were
of various kinds, but the favorite kind was made of the penis-bone of the
" black bear. Those made of the leg-bone of the deer were also commonly
in use.!

Nearly all the different articles of clothing referred to have gone out
of use. Moccasins, fur and buckskin gloves, and mittens, are still common.
Fringed buckskin trousers, chaperos, coats and jackets, and fur caps, may
, still be seen occasionally.  Among the North
, Thompson division, embroidered leggings and fur
i cloaks are sometimes used. Marmot-skin robes are still

fairly common among the Lake and North Thompson

f‘ people.  After trading commenced with the fur
Wl | companies, leggings of blue and red cloth began
b | to take the place of those of skin. White and red
woollen blankets largely took the place of the robes.

. Blankets were cut up and made into shirts, coats,
\ N N mittens, and sock-pieces. Colored woollen sashes

: ' //V took the place of belts. After the coming of the

. miners and the opening of trading-stores in various
Fig. 230 (5385). Knife for cutting places, these garments in turn gradually disappeared

Skin. - Length, xx.7 cm. as completely as those they had superseded; and
their place has been taken by woollen and cotton socks, blue jean overalls,
cotton shirts, cloth coats, vests, and cowboy hats, among the men, and by
calico dresses, woollen shawls, and silk handkerchiefs for the head, among
the women.

DEecoraTioN oF CrLoTHING. —  Ornamentation of buckskin clothing was
with fringes, pinking, and perforations, as among the Thompson tribe.?
Painting of clothes in any manner was rare; but the dyeing of dressed skins.
to be made into clothing, and of robes, etc., was very common. The common
color was red, but yellow was also used. Originally all embroidery was
wrought with porcupine. and bird quills, in red, white, yellow, and black
colors.  Bird-quills to be used for embroidery were split, flattened, and
scraped, and then split into strips of the desired width. Dentalium-shells
and elk-teeth were very much used for decorating clothing. Elk-teeth were

! See Fig. 35, p. 171 of this volume. * See Vol. I of this series, pp. 221, 222,
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often sewed along seams. Sometimes they were scattered all over the garment
in the same way as painted spots on robes. Feathers were also much in
vogue for attachment to head-bands, shirts, robes, etc.

Tail-feathers of eagles were very valuable for decorative purposes. -
Adult eagles of dark plumage, with white tail-feathers tipped with black,
were most valuable, four of their tail-feathers being worth a large dressed
beaver-skin. On this account they were much sought after. Tassels of
human hair and of "elk-hair dyed were also used. Copper, bone, and quill
tubes were not uncommon, and were strung like dentalia. Wampum or flat
disk-shaped beads of shell and bone were not used as much as among the
Thompson Indians. After the introduction of horses, horsehair in four colors
came largely into use. Soon after trading commenced with the fur companies,
in the early part of the last century, colored glass beads of various sizes
gradually but eventually completely superseded quills in embroidery. They
also, on most garments, supplanted dentalia, wampum, and elk-teeth. Later,
colored yarn, ribbon, and braid superseded decoration with hair and feathers.
About this time colored yarn tassels in the shape of round balls (see Plate
xwv, Fig. 4) came into vogue. These, at the present day, are common in
the decoration of the Carrier, and are to be seen on nearly all their tobacco-
pouches. However, this kind of tassel was never much in vogue among
most Shuswap bands. It seems to have been introduced by the Cree. After
white settlement commenced in the country (about 1860), colored silk thread
gradually displaced beads in embroidery, and the latter are now seldom seen.

PersoNAL ADORNMENT. — In the adornment of their persons, the Shuswap
differed in very few details from the Thompson people. Ear-ornaments were
made of dentalia, beads, copper, teeth, and bone. They were worn by both
sexes, and were in all respects like those of the Thompson Indians. The
most common kind were made of dentalia and beads.! Stout bird-quills were
often used in place of dentalia. They were scraped a little to make them
transparent, and stuffed with dyed material, — white, black, red, yellow,
green, or blue. Bird-down, shredded bark, wool, and hair were used for this
purpose. Sometimes the quills themselves were dyed. The quills were
strung on thread, like dentalia. Necklaces of various lengths were also worn
by both sexes. They were made of dentalia, bird quills and feathers (dyed
and undyed), animal teeth and claws, bone tubes and beads, copper tubes,
wampum beads, and in later days glass beads. Eleagnus-seeds were also
sometimes used. Only shamans wore necklaces of grisly-bear claws. Some
necklaces were worn tight around the throat,” and were made of buckskin
padded with deer-hair. They were embroidered with beads or quills on one
side only. Bone and copper pendants, round, square, oblong, crescent-shaped,

} See Vol. I of this series, Fig. 195, p. 222. ¢ Ibid., Fig. 200, p. 223.
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and triangular,! were worn on the chest, generally attached to necklaces. Some
of the largest ones were worn separately. A few of the bone ones had
.incised designs filled in with red paint. They were flat, and generally
polished. Abelone or haliotis shells were not used. The Fraser River bands
sometimes obtained abelone-shells from the Lillooet, Chilcotin, and Carrier,
but these were generally kept as curiosities.

Nose-ornaments were worn by almost all women and by a very few
men. They were made almost always of dentalium-shells,” and had pieces
of the scalp of the red-headed woodpecker attached to each end. Polished
and incised bone rods of equal thickness at both ends were used occasionally
as nose-ornaments. At each end a depression was made, into which a red-
headed woodpecker’s scalp was glued. Some of them were made smaller at
one end,® where they were perforated, and could then be used as ear-pendants
if desired. Quills were occasionally used as nose-ornaments, principally by
children. Some dentalium-shells used as ear-pendants had incised designs.*
Nose-rings of horn or metal, labrets, and rings for the ankles, were not
used. After the advent of the fur-traders, bracelets and finger-rings of 'brass
and copper came into common use. Some head and breast ornaments were
made of dentalia strung on buckskin thongs and combined into a single piece
(some close-fitting necklaces and bracelets were made in this way). Others
were made of a stiff piece of buckskin which was thickly covered with
dentalia sewed in rows, The breast-pieces varied in size from about 12 cm.
or 15 cm. square to large ones reaching almost from the throat to the belt.’
They were worn mostly by men. All these ornaments have long been
out of use.

Formerly much attention was paid to the hair, and there were at least
four ways of dressing it. The most common method for both sexes was to
part the hair down the middle, and gather it into a single braid on each
side. If the hair was very abundant, it was made into two braids on each
side. Women fastened the ends of their braids together at the back, while
the men allowed theirs to hang down at the sides. Some men parted their
hair nearly on one side of the head, instead of in the middle; and a very
few divided theirs on both sides, the remaining hair on the top of the head
being tied up in a knot or made into a small queue, the end of which protruded
over the brow. A common style was to cut the front hair all around the
brow a little above the eyebrows, the rest of the hair being done up in
queues, tied up loosely, or gathered in a knot at the back of the neck. In
this method there were two partings of the hair in the shape of a T, or
only one across the head, instead of down the middle. Warriors and

1 See Vol. I of this series, Figs. 363 —367, pp. 424 —426. 2 Ibid., Fig. 197, p. 223.
3 Ibid., Fig. 198, p. 223. 4 Ibid., Fig. 379, p. 43I.
5 See Morice, Notes on the Western Dénés, p. 174.
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pubescent lads tied their ‘hair in a knot behind the head, while maidens
fixed theirs in a knot behind each ear. Some warriors did up their hair in
stiff “horns,” like the Thompson Indians.! Combs and scratchers were often
worn stuck into the knots of the hair. The hair was washed occasionally in
tepid water with birch-leaves or urine, and was always dressed once a day,
except by men on hunting-trips. Hair was oiled with tallow from the deer’s
back, sheep’s fat, and sometimes with bear-grease and salmon-oil. The
partings of the hair were always painted red, and sometimes the eyebrows
as well. The Thompson Indians are said to have had more styles' of
dressing the hair than the Shuswap. Buckskin flaps (Fig. 231) of various
kinds, richly embroidered with quills or shells,

and often provided with numerous pendants, A ~
were worn by both sexes, attached-to the hair 1 Ao
on each side of the head. The beard was =
eradicated with the finger-nails, friends pulling A .if"f"'{; = /
out each others’ beards. Tweezers were not . | F%”

common until the advent of iron, although | (4"

copper ones were made occasionally. Young men | A4/
and young women plucked their eyebrows to |
make them narrow, and also plucked the hair- e
line to make it high and eradicate all stray hairs. :
The face, and sometimes the body also, was =
painted every day. Women generally painted
the face red or yellow. Men usually painted
theirs red or brown, but sometimes also blue,
yellow, and white. Micaceous hematite was
much used. Black was used only by warriors
and shamans. Paint was put on dry, or more
generally was mixed with grease. The materials
from which paints were made have already Fig. 231 (519). Hair-Ornament.
been mentioned. The men and a few women Height, 25.5 cm.

painted their faces in many  curious designs representing their dreams (see
Figs. 253-257).

Tattooing was not very common. Although tattoo-marks were put on
at about the age of puberty, it is claimed that they had no connection with
the ceremonies at that time performed, and were made solely for ornamenta-
tion. Tattooing was doné mostly on the backs of the wrists of both sexes,
and was produced by pricking or cutting over the painted parts, and by
drawing a needle with stained thread underneath the skin. Some people of
-both sexes tattooed the face also. Women had perpendicular lines on the
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! See Vol. I of this series, p. 226.
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chin and brow: for instance, one vertical line running down the chin from ench
corner of the mouth, and one down the middle of the chin; or double lines
in the same position; or, in addition to these, a double line running vertically
between the eyebrows. Men also had lines on the chin. I could not obtain
any meaning for these. Men also tattooed a number of radiating lines on
the cheeks or chin, which were called the “eagle’s tail.”
For instance, five lines running down the chin — the two
outer ones diverging downward from the corners of the
mouth, the three inner ones placed at equal distances :
between these — represented the eagle's tail. The same [ %~
design was executed by seven diverging lines, beginning '
at the middle part of the lower lip, and extending downward Z
and outward along the chin. The same design was placed LA 4
on the cheeks, the lines beginning at the cheek-bone and
diverging outward towards the ears. Another