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January 1879 to October 1879
Binder 3 (Box 1)

This binder primarily contains correspondence between Sproat and the Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works (CCLW). The only Minutes of decision found in this volume are Sproats re-submission
of some of the work done by the JIRC [Corr. No. 369/79, 368/79]. Based upon a comparison with
the federal collection, it would appear that some of Sproat's work is not included in the provincial
collection. For example, Sproat's allotments for the Upper Similkameen, which occurred during this
time frame, can be found in the federal collection (see, vl. 6, pp. 115-129), but these Minutes of
decision are not found in the provincial collection.

The majority of the correspondence in the binder is addressed to the Chief Commissioner of Lands
& Works (CCLW). Occasionally the name of the CCLW is given, but, most often, the
correspondence is just addressed to the Chief Commissioner. ,

Sproat writes at some length about the work of the Commission. In one letter Sproat states that:

fully one half of the whole time of the Commissioner is spent examining and protecting not
only the rights of white settlers, but the customary advantages and fair expectauons of thelr
position as settlers.

When doubtful questions arise or questions of extremem difficulty such as are some of those
which now have or a long time been before the Provincial Government, it is the practice to
refer them to both governments for an authoritative opinion. [Corr. No. 199/79]

Settler concerns and scttler discontent form a large part of Sproat's correspondence in this volume.
[eg. Corr. Nos. 200/79, 201/79, 01/20/1878, 202/‘79 226/79, 349/79, 538/79, 05/26/1879]

Sproat continues to seek authonty from the provincial government to be provided with the "requisite
authority ... for prosecuting the adjustment of the Indian land question in the districts not yet
examined." [Corr. Nos. 226/79, 297/79, 315/79, 542/79]

Sproat also maintains that the survey of reserves were not under his care. [Corr. No. 488/79]

In one letter he states that the reserves will be surveyed and then be "plotted and mapped and
communicated to both governments without waiting,” as has been the practice, until the end of the
season. Sproat states that the surveyors "will be instructed to conform as far as possible to the survey
" regulations in the "Land Amendment Act of 1879™" The area of difference could be with respect to
natural boundaries at Indian reserves. Sproat notes that the reserves to be surveyed in the coming
year were laid out prior to the passage of the Land Amendment Act. He also requests that the
provincial government confirms what it would require in the matter of the surveys. [Corr. No.

668/79].
Responses from the provincial government to Sproat's letters are not contained in the provincial

collection.

Cross-Reference to the Federal Collection
Correspondence No. 368/79 is found in v1. 3, pp. 150-263

People of Note

Chief Commuissioner of Lands & Works

W.S. Gore Surveyor General

J.C. Haynes Stipendiary Magistrate

G.M. Sproat ) Indian Reserve Commissioner



Indians Identified See complete list under Additional Subjects
Settlers Identified See complete list under Additional Subjects

Organization of Index

The identification of the location of the documents is based upon the corresponence number.

In some instances when there was no correspondence number noted on enclosures the term "[add.
corr.]" has been used to indicate additional correspondence under the same correspondence

number.

Page numbers for the correspondence, particularly the Minutes of decision and sketches, have
been noted in "[ ]" below the correspondence number. In many cases, there was no page number
in the document, so the page number has been assigned.

In some cases two dates have been used. This has been done if two dates appeared in relation to
the Minutes of decision. There could be many dates associated with the Minutes of decision: the
date of the covering letter, the date of the Minute, the date which appears at the end of the
submission, which may be the date the Commissioners signed off their work and, the date on the
sketches. What has been cited for the Minutes of decision is the date which appeared beside the -
Minute, or, in the absence of that, the date which appeared at the end of the submitted minutes.

Additional Sources : -
In order to verify and cross-refcrence information in thc collection a number of sources are c1tcd in

the footnotes.
Federal Collection - " . Federal Collection of Minutes of Decision, Correspondence
oo & Sketches
1943 Schedule The 1943 Schedule of Reserves prepared by the Department
: - : ce *  of Indian Affairs based upon the work of C.H. Taggart,
’ " Dominion Land Surveyor.
NRCan Schedule (2005) Schedule of Reserves prepared by the Vancouver office of the

Legal Surveys Division, Natural Resources Canada

PILQ - fo The Papers on the Indian Land Question, 1850-1875, 1877



ANNOTATED INDEX
BINDER 3

M.O.D. is an abbreviation for Minute of Decision. '

A.M.O.D. is an abbreviation for Amended Minute of Decision

Reserve names are current spellings and current numbers, unless the reserve no longer exists.
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume; n.b. for a variety of reasons (eg. change
of name, band division and amalgamation) the band originally allotted the reserve may not be the
current holder.

[w/encl] indicates there were enclosures contained with the correspondence.

[copy] indicates that there was a notation on the correspondence identifying it as a copy

[ ] around the name of the author indicates that the author is known, but the signature block is
missing. ‘

DATE AUTHOR/

mm dd yyyy | RESERVE BAND/TRIBE SURVEYOR | TYPE DOC CORR. NO

01 27 1879 Similkameen' Sproat Letter 105/79

0127 1879 Sumas, Matsqui/® Sproat Letter 106/79
Chilliwack

01 27 1879 Sumas, Matsqui/ Sproat Letter (w/encl] 107/79
Chilliwack :

0127 1879 Sumnas, Matsqui/? Sproat Memorandum 107/79

A Chilliwack [copy]

02 19 1879 General Sproat Letter 199/79

02 19 1879 Similkameen Sproat® Letter 200/79

02 13 1879 Similkameen Sproat® Letter [w/encl] 201/79

02 13 1879 , Similkameen Vernon Land Applic. [copy] | 201/79

09 28 1878 [encl]

! Sproat makes reference to a letter from the CCLW dated January 14, 1879 which enclosed letters from seitlers in the Similkameen
dated December 2, 1878 (neither letter is in the provincial collection). Sproat states he is "embodying” his Field Minutes and will
send the CCLW the one on Similkameen as soon as he receives the sketches. [See Corr. Nos. 201/79, 202/79, this binder]

? Sproat refers to an encroachment upon the Mastqui reserve by Mr. Derby. As Matsqui Main 2 was a colonial reserve, it is presumed
that this is the reserve to which Sproat refers. The encroachment by Mr. Derby had to do with a dyking project which affected the
Sumas, Matsqui and Chilliwack Indians. [See Corr. Nos. 107/79 {encl.), 315/79; Federal Collection, vl. 2, pp. 95-99]

* The date of the memorandum is at the end. In the memo, Sproat refers to himself in the third person. He makes reference to the
dyking project proposed by Mr. Derby. He notes that it would affect 10 or 12 Indian reserves "(unexamined by the Commission)”
{p. 2). Sproatalso notes that the Indians in the New Westminster District "were much annoyed" that the Indian Reserve Commission
had not visited them. [See Federal Collection, v1. 1, pp. 369-379; vl. 2, pp. 95-99]

4 Inidentifying the Indians in this area Sproat altemnately uses the terms Similkameen, Lower Similkameen and Keremeus. Based upon
the available evidence, it appears that these Indians are currently known as Lower Similkameen. Although addressed to the CCLW,
Sproat has written "unofficial" in the top left hand corner. Sproat's letter appears to deal with settler discontent with Indian reserves
in the Similkameen valley. He quotes from a letter from M. Price, who advises that at a meeting held December 2, 1878, the settlers
signed a petition "against the Indians having any land in the white settlement.”

$ Sproat reviews his decision making process with respect to reserve allotment in the Similkameen area and the problems of allowing
pre-emptions before the Commission has resolved the "Indian Jand questions.” He notes, among other things, that under the method
he devised "it would not be necessary to disturb a single white settler in anly land he occupied, nor indeed to inquire (and I have not
inquired) whether the lands were legally held or not. // This determination so displeased the Indians that at one time I thought it would
be impossible to negotiate with them at all ... however, finally I succeeded in effecting an adjustment." (p. 2) It appears that Mr.
Daigneault pre-empted the land which Sproat set aside for the Indians. (pp. 3-4) [See Federal Collection, v1. 5/3, pp. 73-80d]



DATE AUTHOR/

mm dd yyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE SURVEYOR | TYPE DOC CORR. NO

01201878 Okanagan Sproat* Memorandum No. Num.

: [w/encl]

0120 1878 Okanagan’ Unknown Sketch No. Num.
fp. 191

102 13 1879 Similkameen Sproat® Letter [w/encl] 202/79

02 13 1879 Osoyoos Sproat’ Letter 202/79

02 13 1879 Similkameen'® Mohun Sketch 202/79
[p- 8]

02 13 1879 Similkameen" Mohun Sketch 202/79
[p. 91

02 22 1879 Similkameen Sproat Letter 226/79

03 17 1879 General? Sproat Letter [w/encl] 297/79

04 26 1878 Yale District Sproat Authority [copy] 297/79

| [p. 5]

03 20 1879 Soda Creek" Sproat Letter [w/encl] 315/79

03 20 1879 Williams Lake Sproat Letter [w/encl] 315/79

¢ Curiously, this memo is dated one year earlier than the correspondence surrounding it and it has no correspondence number. Sproat
wrote this memorandum to the Attorney General. It is entitled "Memorandum on the case of Mr. Comelius O'Keefe, Head of
Okanagan Lake." Sproat disputes the validity of O'Keefe's pre-emption. Sproat argues that the JIRC took the position that O'Keefe's
extended absence defaulted and thereby cancelled his pre-emption claim. Interestingly, it appears that O'Keefe had personally and
" in writing requested the JIRC to visit the area, and, so the JIRC included it in their itinerary. "Mr. O'Keefe nevertheless went away
and left no one to represent him." (p. 10) Sproat goes on to identify the lands acquired by O'Keefe (p. 11). He also provides a list
of correspondence to and from the JIRC and others (p. 13), none of which is in this collection.

7 Title of the sketch: "Tracing from Mr. Jane's Plan shewing [sic] approximately the relative positions of Lands recorded by Mr. C.
O'Keefe."

® Sproat also identifies these Indians as "Keremeus". They are currently known as Lower Similkameen. Sproat discusses the fact that
no land had been set aside for these Indians and, consequently, the choice areas have been pre-empted regardless of the prior Indian
use and-occupation. [See Corr. No. 880/79, this binder]

9 Although Sproat briefly mentions the Osoyoos Indians, the letter deals primarily with the Similkameen Indians.
1" The sketch contains only yellow squares depicting the areas pre-empted by seitlers and the Hudson's Bay Company.

! This is a larger sketch showing the surrounding areas and pre-emptions from Keremeos to Osoyoos Lake. No Indian reserves are
indicated on this sketch.

12 Sproat provides a brief report on his work to date. He notes that since cormmencing his work as "single Commissioner in the middle
of May last [i.e. May 1878], I have dealt with 5000 Indians ..." He states that, "the question of the Indians' lands has been examined
and adjusted in the large extent of country south from Cache Creek and Lytton, and on both sides of the Gulf of Georgia up to and
including Jervis Inlet and Comox." In describing this area, he appears to have included areas visited by the JIRC. He requests that
the province issue him the requisite authority "for prosecuting the adjustment of the Indian land question in the districts not yet
examined."” [See Corr. No. 542/79, this binder]

1* Sproat refers to the Indians who reside at Soda Creek and Williams Lake. Sproat states that Indians from the area have sent him
communications through Chief Justice Begbie. Sproat advises thathe believes he should do work first in the New Westminster district
. before going to any "remoter” area. He also advises that it is Powell's opinion that “there is great probability of trouble” in the Nass-
Skeena area "if their land questions are not adjusted." Sproat states that the JIRC wrote to the CCLW on this matter on April 27, 1877
(letter not in collection). [See Corr. Nos. 106/79, 107/79, this volume] _
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DATE AUTHOR/
mm dd yyyy | RESERVE , | BAND/TRIBE SURVEYOR |TYPE DOC CORR. NO
03 07 1879 Chilcotin' Laing-Meason | Letter [copy] 315/79
03 22 1879 Lyackson Sproat Letter [w/encl] 349/79
03 22 1879 Lyackson'’ Sproat Letter [copy] 349/79
03 251879 North Thompson, Sproat Letter, M.O.D. & 369/79
Kamloops, Neskonlith Sketch 368/79
Okanagan, Osoyoos'®
03251879 | Canoe Lake"’ North Thompson & Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
Canoe Lake [p. 1]
0701 1878 Kamloops 2'® Kamloops Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
[p. 2]
0701 1878 Kamloops 3 Kamloops Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
[pp. 2-3]
07 01 1878 Kamloops 4 Kamloops Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
[p-3]
07 01 1878 Kamloops 5 Kamloops Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
- [pp. 4-5]
07011878  |Kamloops 1*° Kamloops Sproat M.OD. 368/79
[pp. 5-6]
07 01 1878 Neskonlith 1?° Neskonlith Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
{pp. 7-8]

14 Laing-Meason identifies the Canoe Creek, Dog Creek, Alkali Lake, Williams Lake and "Chilcotin (2 or 3 Tribes)." He states that
the Canoe Creek, Dog Creek and Alkali Lake Indians all have some land, but that it is inadequate. There is no reserve at Williams
Lake and the "Chilcotin Tribes wish to have their Reserves marked out for them wh(?] has never been done." Meason requests that
Sproat send assurances he will visit in the coming season.

!5 Sproat writes to Captain Wake, RN on Valdez Island. He refers to a letter dated March 15, 1879 from Capt. Wake (not in
collection). Sproat advises Wake that the Indian Reserve Cormmission "has no official charge of the Surveys [sic] of Indian Reserves"
and it has "nothing to do with the management of Indians, nor, directly with tresspasses whether by Indians or by white settlers."

6 Sproat encloses Minutes of decision for work done "in the past season in matters left over for adjustment by the Reserve
Commission during the previous season.” He requests that these Minutes be attached as a "supplement to the 1877 decisions." He
also states that "in due course” he will submit more succinct descriptions of the reserves as soon as the maps being prepared from the
"actual surveys" are completed. In this version some revised allotment dates are given, however, the date relied upon is that of the
allotment by the JIRC in 1877. Sproat's signature is found at the end of the Minutes of decision. N.B.: The provincial version is quite
difficult to read, the versions found in v1. 2 and v1. 3 of the federal collection are much more legible. [See Binder 2, Corr. Nos.
1084/78, 1081/78; Federal Collection, vl. 1,pp. 12-13,92-107; v]. 2, pp. 116-123; v1. 3, pp. 3-23, 150-263; 1943 Schedule, pp. 29-30]

7 This reserve was originally identified by the JIRC. Sproat does not provide a revised date. The date used is the date from the
covering letter. Sproat states that the North Thompson and Canoe Lake Indians have agreed to have reserves in common. The
comment is virtually the same as that made by the JIRC in the originally submitted Minutes of decision. It does not appear that this
area ever became a reserve. The North Thompson Indians are currently known as the Simpcw First Nation. [See Binder 2, Corr. No.
1081/78; Federal Collection, vl. 2, p. 117, NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 92]

18 These allotments are described as fishing stations and are oriented to the pre-emption of a settler named Bartlett Newman.
Although Sproat used the numbers 1 and 2 to identify the areas, these numbers do not correlate to the reserve numbers.

' This would appear to be an addition to Kamloops 1. The description begins with the paragraph commencing, "The strip at Louis
Lake ..." It appears that this area is now part of Kamloops 1.

2 Sproat delineates timber land within the reserve which is for the use of white settlers. He includes a copy of a letter from himself
to the settlers McBryan, Chase and Williams outlining the arrangement.




DATE AUTHOR/
mm dd yyyy |RESERVE BAND/TRIBE SURVEYOR |TYPE DOC CORR. NO
09 13 1878 Okanagan Commonage Okanagan Sproat®! M.O.D. 368/79
[p. 9]
1009 1878 | Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
[pp. 10-11]
1009 1878 | Dog Lake 2% Osoyoos Sproat M.O.D. 368/79
[p. 1]
04 09 1879 Osoyoos 1% Osoyoos Sproat Letter [w/encl] 433/79
434/79
04 09 1879 Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos™ Sproat Report [copy] 434/79
0409 1879 | Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos? Unknown Sketch 434/79
fp. 3]
04 09 1879 Dog Lake 2 Osoyoos Unknown Sketch 434/79
| [p. 3]
04 09 1879 Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos Unknown Sketch 434/79
[p. 11]
04 18 1879 General Sproat”’ Letter [w/encl] 459/79
04 23 1879 Survey General®® Sproat Letter 488/79
04 26 1879 Chilcotin Sproat Letter [w/encl] 504/79
04 21 1879 Chilcotin® Laing-Meason | Letter [copy] 504/79
05 02 1879 Cowichan 13° Cowichan Sproat Letter 538/79

?! Sproat's allotment of this commonage was not confirmed as a reserve.

2 The marginal notation states: "Decision 16th and 21st November 1877 Reviewed 9th Oct 1878." Sproat states that he reviewed
both the request of Messrs. Haynes and Lowe and that of the Indians and decided that neither could be granted. He then reiterates
the description of the Osoyoos reserve using the Roman Numeral L [S0] and LI[51]. There is a marginal notation on the second page
which states: "The Indian Commission have no authority to confer any water rights upon these or any other Indians." The initals are
difficult to discern, but they look like "W.G." and possibly "P.R." beneath. The "W.G." would be Williarn Gore, Surveyor General

, for B.C.

2 This reserve was cut-off by the McKenna-McBride Commission in 1913. The cut-off claim was settled in November 1982,

2 Sproat writes to the CCLW regarding the “sale of the greater portion of the Osoyoos Indian Reserve to Mr. J.C. Haynes by the
Provincial Government." [See Corr. No. 740/79, this binder; Federal Collection, vl. 2, esp. pp. 152-161]

 Sproat submits an eleven page report on the matter of Osoyoos 1. The report includes an extract from the Minutes of decision by
the JIRC (pp. 1-2), copies of letters sent to the CCLW and the former members of the JIRC and two sketches. Sproat concludes the
report by noting that the sale by the provincial government to Haynes inlcuded about 4245 acres of the Osoyoos Indian Reserve.

26 This sketch, and the sketch found at p. 11 of Sproat's report, show the location of the Osoyoos reserve and the pre-empted and/or
sold land.

21 Sproat encloses a list identifying outstanding matters still to be dealt with by the B.C. government. The list also indicates how long
Sproat has been awaiting an answer. [See Binder 2, Corr. No. 2577/78]

% Sproat refers to a letter from the CCLW dated April 21, 1879. This letter is not included in the collection [See Binder 2, Corr. No.
1995/78.]

~

» Laing-Meason states that the "Chief of this tribe has just requested me - in the most formal manner, to write to you ..." [emphasis
in original], however, Laing-Meason does not identify either the "tribe" or the chief.

3% Sproat complains about the sale of four acres to Mr. Edward Marriner, at least two acres of which Sproat believes to be part of the
Cowichan reserve. Sproat notes that the reserve had been "assigned and described to both govemments 16 months before” the sale.

[See Binder 1, Corr. No. 793/78]



DATE AUTHOR/ ]
'mm dd yyyy | RESERVE BAND/TRIBE SURVEYOR | TYPE DOC CORR. NO
05 05 1879 General’' Sproat Letter 542/79

05 09 1879 Roads Chilliwack® Sproat Letter 573/79
0512 1879 General Chilcotin Sproat Letter 588/79
0524 1879 | Survey™ General Sproat Letter 668/79

05 24 1879 Survey™ General Sproat Letter 669/79

05 26 1879 General® Sproat Memorandum No. Num.
0531 1879 General Sproat™® Letter [w/encl] 699/79
0530 1879 General Vankoughnet | Telegram [copy] 699/79
0529 1879 General Sproat®’ Letter 713/79
05151879 | Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos®® | Haynes Letter [w/encl] 740/79

04 09 1879 Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos Sproat Letter [encl] 740/79
0412 1879 Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos Haynes Letter [copy] 740/79

3! Sproat advises the CCLW that the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs has stated that he should proceed with the allotment
of reserves on the coast, "leaving the work in the interior" until the two governments have resolved certain issues, particularly the
matter of water. Sproat requests the "necessary authority” in order to make the allotments. [See Corr. No. 297/79, this binder. ]

%2 Sproat writes about the construction of roads through reserves in the Chilliwack area. Sproat wishes to meet with the CCLW to
put forward his proposals. He notes that roads "appear to have been made through reserves here since Confederation both by the
Government and by private persons without any communication with the Indian Department."

3 Sproat advises that it is proposed to employ Messts. Mohun and Jemmett to survey Indian reserves. The surveyors will send in their
field notes upon completing each reserve. N.B.: There is a marginal potation on the first page which states "Ansd 26/5/79 WG".
There is no response date May 26, 1879 in the collection. “W.G." would be William Gore, Surveyor General.

* Sproat refers to his letter of May 20, 1879 in which he enclosed maps and field notes (not included in collection). He inquires
whether it is neccessary that Mr. Jane, the surveyor temporarily in charge, swear to the field notes as correct. Sproat notes that the
field notes were made prior to the passage of the 1879 Land Amendment Act. The marginal notation states: "Replied to verbally
Get them sworn to WSG" "WSG would be W.S. Gore, Surveyor General.

35 This appears to be an informal memo from Sproat to the CCLW on the issue of his authority and the "want of an Order in Council
... to act either on those parts of the coast of the islands and the mainland not yet examined, or in the Lillooet district &c in the
Interior." [emphasis in original). He goes on to discuss other issues related to the work of the commission, including organizing the
survey parties and census taker. He Initials the memo, rather than officially signing it as the Reserve Commissioner. N.B.: There
is no correspondence number on this memo.

* The date on this letter to the CCLW is largely obliterated, however, Sproat encloses a telegram from the Superintendent General
dated May 30, 1879. It is presumed that the letter is, therefore, dated around May 31, 1879. Sproat notes that the Superintendent
General has given him authority to go to the Interior instead of the Coast "provided that you arrange satisfactorily irrigation and any
other questions at issue affecting Indian lands.”

37 Sproat refers to a letter dated May 28 received from the CCLW (not in collection). The letter is in response to Sproat's
memorandum dated May 26 (see unnumbered item, this binder). Sproat states: "I note that my authority, so far as the Provl.
Government is concerned, is sufficient without the Order in Council which I had supposed might have been necessary ..."

% Three letters are included here. Interestingly, the "covering" letter appears to be a letter from J.C. Haynes, Stipendiary Magistrate
at Osoyoos, to Geo. Walkem. Haynes encloses what appears to be an original letter from Sproat and a copy of the letter he (Haynes)
wrote to Sproat in reply. Interestingly, the corrcspondcnce identified by a correspondence number in this trio is the letter from Sproat
to Haynes "of Osoyoos New Westminster". Neither of the two letters from Haynes have correspondence numbers. In his letter to
Haynes, Sproat advises that the purchase of the Osoyoos reserve land "will be departmcntal and not under the care of the Reserve
Commission." [See Corr. Nos. 433/79, 434/79 this binder]



DATE AUTHOR/
mm dd yyyy | RESERVE BAND/TRIBE SURVEYOR | TYPE DOC CORR. NO
06 09 1879 | Survey Nicomen® Sproat Letter 793/79
07 01 1879 Grass 15% Aitchelitz/ Sproat Letter 853/79
Chilliwack
07 04 1879 Similkameen® Sproat Letter 880/79
07 09 1879 General Neklakapamuk Sproat Letter 895/79
08 11 1879 Nicomen Sproat Letter 1075/79
08 11 1879 | Similkameen 1 Similkameen® Sproat Letter [w/encl] 1132/79
07 10 1879 Similkameen Gore Letter [copy] 1132/79
08 29 1879 General Sproat® Letter [w/encl] 1138/79
08 29 1879 General® Sproat Memorandum 1138/79
09 01 1879 General® Sproat Letter 1146/79
10 28 1879 General Sproat Letter 1376/79

. ¥ Sproat requests that W.S. Jemmett, surveyor, be provided with the details of George Coxon's "12 acre claim at Nicomen." This
- claim adjoins the Indian reserve.

4 This reserve is held in common by numerous bands formerly classified as part of the Chilliwack Tribe. [See NRCan Schedule
_ (2005), pp. 11, 83, 103]

. 4 See Corr. No. 202/79, this binder.

# Sproat acknowledges receipt of the letter dated July 10, 1879 containing instructions to "lay off Indian reserves in the valley to
. the north and east of the Similkarneen River in Township 52 on account of the numnber of white settlers already established there to
whom the Indians might be a source of annoyance,” (see enclosure) however, Sproat advises the CCLW that he has "no intention of
laying off any further reserves at that place than those laid off in 1878." (p. 1) Although not specifically identified, it would appear
that the reserve Sproat refers to is Similkameen 1. This reserve was subsequently cancelled by O'Reilly and replaced with alternate
lands. [See Binder 8, Corr. No. 3138/84; Binder 9, Corr. No. 99/89; Binder 11, Corr. No. 3885/93; Federal Collection, vl. 5/3, p.
64; vl. 11, p. 16; V1. 14, pp. 224-231; 1943 Schedule, p. 111]

~** Sproat refers to a letter from the CCLW dated August 7, 1879 (not in collection). Sproat advises the CCLW that by "the agreement
between the two governments, it was left to the Reserve Commission (no doubt for good reasons) to make arrangements for visiting
the different groups of people in such order as might be found desirable" [sic, p. 1], that "[a]rbitrary instructions to adjust land
questions in reference to merely topographical areas would not give satisfaction and would cause additional expense” [p. 2] and that
the instructions of the "Superintendent General are ... reasonable instructions and should not be described as "most impolitic."" Sproat
goes on to note that the Dominion government covers the expense of both the Reserve Commission and the surveys. He also touches
upon outstanding issues, such as where he should proceed with his work next. He encloses a memorandum which, he states, he has
prepared for "easy reference to facts" and shows the "history of the matter."

4 Sproat quotes from various letters related to how he should proceed with his work, including extracts from letters from the SGIA
and CCL'W which are not included in the provincial or federal collection.

45 Sproat requests that areas at Port Sinpson, Skidegate and Telegraph Passage be reserved from pre-emption as no assignment of
lands for Indians have been made in these places.




ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS INDEX
Binder 3 (Box 1)
Minutes of Decision, Correspondence & Sketches
Gilbert M. Sproat
January 1879 to October 1879

Subject Correspondence No.

B.C. Government Officials

Attorney General
Assistant Land Comrmissioner

Begbie, Matthew Baillie, Att. Gen.

CCLW

Cox, Wm., Stip. Magist.

Elwyn, Thos.

Gore, William, Surveyor General
Haynes, J.C., Stip. Magast.
Laing-Meason, Wm., J.P.
Lieutenant Governor

Pooley, Mr.

Provincial Secretary

Surveyor General

Teague, Wm., Gov't Agent
Ussher, J., Gov't Agent

Vernon, Charles, Land Recorder
Vernon, Forbes George, CCLW
Walkem, George A., CCLW

Census/Population
General
Census taker
Lower Similkameen (Keremeos)
Nicomen (Teen-a-melst's family)
Nimpkish, et al
Osoyoos

01/20/1878,538/79
01/20/1878
315/79, 504/79 [encl]

105/79,106/79,107/79,201/79,01/20/1878,369/79,459/79,
488/79, 668/79 05/26/ 1879, 699/79 895/79, 1138/79 1376/79

368/79 [pp. 10- 11]

504/79 [encl]

368/79 [pp. 10-11],668/79
368/79 |pp. 10-11},433/79,434/79,740/79
315/79,504/79,504/79 [encl]
542/79,588/29

504/79 [encl]
588/29,1138/79

433/79

297/79 [encl],434/79
297/79 [encl]

201/79

434/79

434/79,740/79

- 297/79,1138/79,1376/79

05/26/1879
202/79 [pp. 1, 2]
1075/79

1376/79

202/79 [pp. 1, 2]

Colonial Reserves See list at end of index

Commonage
Okanagan 368/79 [p. 9]

Dominion Government

Dominion Government Officials
Powell, Dr. Isracl Wood
B.C. Indian Superintendent
Lowe, W.H., Custom House Officer
Superintendent General Indian Affairs

297/79,315/79

368/79 [pp. 10-11]; 434/79
16/79,107/79 [encl],201/79,459/79,542/79,573/79,
05/26/1879,669/79,713/99,1138/79 [encl]

Vankoughnet, Lawrence, DSGIA 459/79,538/79,542/79,05/26/1879,699/79

Fishing

Fishing stations 368/79 [pp. 2-3, 11], 434/79
Indian Act 201/79 [p. 4]
Indian Groups -

Alkali Lake 315/79,504/79

American 202/79

Canoe Creek 315/79

Chilcotin 315/79, 504/79 [encl]
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Subject Correspondence No.
Indian Groups (cont’d)
Chilliwack 315/79,853/79
Dog Creek 315/79
Euclataw [Laichquiltach] 1376/79
Homalco 1376/79
Klahoose 1376/79
Kwawkewlth 1376/79
"Lower Fraser District” 107/79 [encl]
Lower Similkameen (Keremeos) 202/79,880/79
Matsqui 315/79
Neklakapamuk 895/79
New Westminster District 107/79 [encl]
Nimpkish 1376/79
Okanagan 01/20/1878,202/79
Osoyoos 202/79,434/79,740/79
Similkameen 105/79,201/79,202/79
Sliammon 1376/79
Soda Creek 315/79,504/79 [encl]
Williams Lake 315/79
Indians Identified
Chief, Osoyoos 202/79
Teen-a-melst, Nicomen 1075/79
Indian Land
livestock 202/79, 226/79, 1075/79
"Indian land question" 107/79,201/79,315/79,542/79,1146/79
settlement 1075/79
timber 368/78 (pp. 7-8]
trespass 106/79, 201/79 [p. 4], 202/79
Indian Reserve Commission
agreement 107/79 [encl]
Anderson, Alexander C., Dom. Comm., IRC 433/79
JIRC 107/79 [encl],315/79,369/79/368/79
McKinlay, Archibald, B.C. Comm., JIRC 740/79 (add. corr.)
Sproat 01/20/1878, 315/79, 349/79 [encl], 542/79, 05/26/1879,
699/79, 713/99, 1138/79
Sproat, G.M.
authority 106/79,199/79,297/79
practice 199/79
Expense 107/79 [encl],199/79,01/20/1878 [pp. 7-8], 297/79,
542/79, 05/26/1879, 713/79, 1138/79
Land Act/Proclamation 01/20/1878, 668/79, 669/79
Land Use
Agriculture/cultivation 01/20/1878, 202/79, 504/79 [encl]
Livestock 202/79, 226/79, 504/79 [encl]
Pasturage 200/79
Missionaries 137679

Fr. McGuckin (R.C.) . 315/79



Subject

Pre-emption
cancellation of
indppropriate issue
of reserve land
reserving land from

Railway Belt
Vancouver Island

Right-of-way
Road

Settlers
Sumas dyking
Survey

Surveyor
Green, Ashdown Henry
Jane, John
Jemmett, Capt. Wm. S.
Mohun, Edward

Timber

Trail
Osoyoos
Penticton

Village Settlement/Site
Canoe Lake
Keremeus
McDonald's Creek area
Nicomen
Nimpkish
O'Keefe pre-emption
Oseyoos
Williams Lake

Water
irrigation
rights for Indians

Colonial Reserve
Name

Atlkali Lake
Canoe Creck
Dog Creek
Osoyoos

-11- %
Correspondence No.

459/79 fencl], 504/79 [encl]
201/79, 01/20/1878

201/79, 538/79, 740/79
201/79,202/79,434/79,880/79,1075/79
1146/79, 1376/79

1376/79

106/79

573/79

See list at end of index

106/79,107/79
349/79,668/79,669/79,05/26/1879,793/79,1075/79 - ,

349/79
669/79
668/79,793/79,1075/79
349/79,668/79,1075/79

368/79 [pp. 7-8]

880/79
880/79,1132/79

368/79 [p. 1]
1132/79

1075/79

1075/79

1376/79
01/20/1878
368/79 [pp. 10-11]
504/79 [encl]

201/79 [pp. 2-3], 202/79, 699/79, 1132/79
368/79 [p. 11], 434/79, 504/79, 05/26/1879, 713/79,

1138/79
Comment Corr. No.
"the land is ... small" 315/79 [encl]
"Indian reserves" 315/79 [encl]
"the reserves"” 315/79 [encl]
"only land assigned" 202/79



Subject

Settlers

Name

General
Anderson, Mr.
Bennett, Mr.
Barcelo, Mr.
Chase, Mr.

Cole, Mr.

Coxon, George
Daigneault, Edouard
Derby, E.L.

Ellis, Thomas
Fawecett, Mr.
Greenhow, Thos.
Haynes, J.C.
Huson, Mr. West [sic]
Kruger, Mr.
McBryan, Mr.
McConnell, Mr.
Marriner, Edward
Marriner, Henry
Mendoza, Mr.
Newman, Bartlett
OKeefe, Cornelius
OKeefe's nephew
Parkes, P.
Pinchbeck, Mr.
Price, Barrington
Richter, Mr.
Walker, Mr.
Wake, Capt.
Williams, Mr.

BCMOD B3B1
Revised February 2005
June 2003
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Correspondence No.

Corr. No.

107/79 [encl),199/79,200/79,20 1/79 202/79,880/79,1132/79
1075/79 »
199/79

202/79

368/79 [pp. 7-8]

202/79

793/79

200/79,201/79,202/79,226/79,459/79 [encl]
106/79,107/79 [encl],853/79

1132/79

349/79

01/20/1878

740/79,04/12/1879,05/15/1879

1376/79

434/79

368/79 [pp. 7-8] : .

202/79

538/79

538/79

202/79

368/79 [pp. 2-3]
01/20/1878
01/20/1878
459/79 [encl]
504/79 [encl]
200/79, 202/79
200/79,202/79,226/79,880/79
01/20/1878 [p. 10]
349/79

368/79 [pp. 7-8]
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\IMPORTANT AUCTION SALE OF GOVERN:
MEKT LANDS. \

OSOYOOS DIVISION OF YALE DISTRICT. )

QO’IIOE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that Mz, "Wn,
Teacue will sell by publm auction, at the'
town of Yale, by order of the Provincial (;vovernmcnt
on Wedneszday, the 15th day of January, 1379, at 1
o'elock, noon the undermentioned lands in Osoyoos
Division of Yale Dis trict, situated near the head of
Osoyvos Lake, '
ToWNSHIP 50.
Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17, 20, 29, 32, and N.'W, } 33,;
Towxsau' 51 B
Sections W. § 16,17, E. } 18, 19, 20, 30, and 31, 4
Put up'in quarter ‘'sections of 160 acres, more or less,q
Maps of Townships 50 and 61 can be seen al the
office of the Government Agent at Yale, and at the___. e
Land Office, Vicloria. . - L
“Upset price 81 per acre, 'Termi cash ’ Ei
e I GEO. A, WALKEM, ! FO—
T Chisf Commissioner of Lamis and Worka._ ‘

Lands and Wm-lca Deparﬂmcﬂl e
smmeme e e o :Vtctona, 17th Decembsr 1878 ﬁ—‘ B
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LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS SPEECH.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly:

It is with pleasure that I welcome you to the Third Session of the Thirteenth Parliament
of British Columbia. o ' ‘ .

Since you last met, the Empire has Decome involved in a mighty struggle in which Canada,
as one of His Majesty’s Dominions, is playing a conspicuous part. Especially gratifying is the
splendid response from this Province to the call to arms.

A-state of warfare has for the present materially altered the bright prospects of progress
and development which ove year ago presented themselves, and I realize that we all have a
sacred duty to perform in facing with fortitude the situation created by our enemies. Though
the task before us is a formidable one, we look with supreme confidence to the ultimate victorious
outcome.

I am happy to say that, despite the unusual conditions of-the time, the iﬂdust—riai activities
of British. Columbia have been well maintained.

The mineral output,.although 15 per cent. less than in 1913, is estimated to be nearly
$3,600,000 greater than in 1911. The value of the output in 1914 was diwinished to the extent
of $1,250,000 as the result of the lowering in price of all metals,

The timber industry is suffering from depression, but that is not so much due to war as
to other conditions which prevailed for some months prior to its outbreak., It is confidently
anticipated that efforts to increase the foreign exporlt of lumber will soon restore the trade to
its former state of prosperity. A partial compensation for this condition is found in the success
attained in the manufacture of pulp and paper products, which are finding brisk markets.

It is gratifying to know that agricuitural production in 1914 considerably.increased over
the previous year, and that nearly all branches of agriculture and horticulture are experiencing
healthy expansion. '

In fishing, 1914 has been a banner year, The output is estimated to have reached $15,000,000
in value.

The year just ended bas witnessed the practical completion of several important lines of
railway in this Province. Among these are the Grand Trunk Pacific, the Canadian Northern
Pacific, and the Kettle Valley. Important construction-work, in some instances nearing eom-
pletion, has been carried on in conneetion with the Esquimalt & Napaimo system on Vancouver
Island, the Pacific Great Eastern, the Kootenay Central, the Kaslo and Slocan, and, to 2 most
important extent, oh the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway. An amount of over
$26,000,000 was expended on: the lines assisted by (he Province, and in nearly every respect
the railway programme at the beginning of 1914 has been carried out as then outlined.

The Government has been enabled £o proceed with the expenditure for publiec works without
any reduction, as provided for in the estimate for the present fiscal year.

Expenditure on railways and public works has afforded, as o consequence, continuous ewmploy-
ment for a very large number of persons.

As an evidence of the high standing of the credit of the Province, and notwitbstanding the
financial stress in the mobney markets, $2,700,000 of the loan authorized at the last Session of
Parliament has recently been placed in New York, in shori-term bonds, at a 4%-per-cent. rate
of Interest, realizing 983, and payable at par in Victoria without any deduction for premiunm
or exchange.

Thig year will witness the formal opening of the Panama Canal. To celebrate the comple-
tion of this great work an international exposition will be held in San Francisco, at which
British Columbia will be represented. The Dominion Government has erected a suitable struc-
ture in which will be assembled a representative exhibit from Canada, and where, by reason
of the especial significance of the Canal in respect to the development of the Pacific Coast zone,
no effort is being spared to have the produets of this Province well displayed.



The buildings for the University of British Columbla will not be proceeded with this year,
as contemplated, but the course of mstruetion for undergraduates will, it is hoped, begin in the
coming autumn term.

The British Columbia building in London, England, will be completed and occupied by the

Agent-General and his staff early next summer. These new offices will enable the Agent-General
to more effectively carry on his work in Great Britain,

The Commission to investigate the financial relations between the Province of British
Columbia and the Dominion of Canada was interrupted, owing to the breakmg-out of the
war and subseguent conditions. Negotiations have been resumed toward reaching an early
conclusion as'to the appomtment of a.third Commissioner by the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

TFollowing the reports submitted by the Royal Commlssmns of Agriculture and Labour,
measures will be infroduced during the present Sesslon.
The Honourable Mr. Justice Morrison and the Honourable Mr. Justice MceDonald, who were

appointed to report on the redistribution of Provincial constituencies, have submitted the resuolis

of their work, which will be laid before the House in due course. A measure will be brought
down dealing with the boundaries of the proposed new electoral distriets.

Legislation will also be submitted for the relief of the debtor class In certain cases.

The Public Accounts for the past fiscal year and the Estimates of Expeunditure of the coming
vear will be duly laid before you.

I ask for your consideration the expeditious dispatch of public business, and I rest sssured
that you will be guided in your deliberations by what you believe ta be best in the present trying
circumstances.

VICTORIA, B.C.:
Printed by WiLLiaa H. Coriin, Printer to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty.
1915,
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