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INSTRUCTIONS TO MR. - BLANCHARD, _!,
! A

GOVERNOR OF VANCOUVER ISLAND.

VANCOUVER ISLAND.

InsTRUCTIONS to Our trusiy and well-beloved Riciarp Branomarp, Esq,, Our Governor
and Commander-in-Chiof in and over Our Island of Vancouver and its Dependencies,
or, in his absence, to Our Licutonant-Governor or Officor administering the Govern-
ment of Our said Island and its Dependoncies for the timo being.

Given at Our Court at , the day
of , 1849, in the thirteenth year of Our
* Reign.

1. With theso Our Instructions you will reccive Our Commission under Our Great
Seul of tho United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland constituting you to be Our
Governor and Commander-in-Chicf in and over Our 1sland of Vancouver and its Depen-
dencios. You aro, theroforo, with all conveniont spood to assume and entor upon fhe
oxecution of the trust Yo havo reposed in you.

2. And you aro, with all duc and usual solemnity, to cause Our said Commission
constituting you Our Governor and Commanuor-in-Chicf as nforesaid, to be read and
published, after which you aro to take tho ouths appointed to be taken by an Act assed
in the Brat yeur of tho reign of' King Georgo tho Lirst, intituled “An Act for the further
« geenrity of Ilis Majosty’s Person and Governmont and tho succession of the Crown in
¢ the heirs of tho lnte Princess Sophin, being Protestants, and for extinguishin tho
“ hopes of the pretonded Princo of Wules and his opon aud secret abettors,” as altered
and explained by an Act passed in tho 6th year of tho reign of King George the Third,
intituled “An Act for altering tho Oath of Abjuration and tho Assurance,” and for
amonding so much of an Act of the seventh year of lor lato Majesty Qr <1 Anne,
intituled “An Act for tho lmprovemant of tho Union of the two Kingdoms as after tho
¢ time therein limited requires thie delivery of certain lists and copios thoroin mentioned
“ to porsons indicted of 1Ligh Tronson or Misprision of 'roason,” or in lieu thereof the
Qaths required to be taken by an.Act passed in tho tenth year of the reign of His late
Ma{ost}' King Georgoe tho Fourth, intituled “An Act for the rolief of His Majesty's
« Roman Catholic subjeets,” aceordine us the said former Aots or tho said last-mentioned
shall bo applieable Lo your case; and likawise that yon tuke the usual oath for the due
exccntion of the offico nnd trust of Qur (rovernor and Conmander-in-Chief in and over
our gnid islands and térritorics, and for tho due and impartinl adninistration of Justice;
and furthor that yon take tho oaths requirod to be taken by Governors of Plantations,
to do their utmost that the sovera! laws relating to trade and the plantations be duly
observed, whicl oaths Our Council ot Our snid Island and its Dependenocics, or any
threo of the Members thoreof, have hereby [ull power and authority and are required
to tender and ndminister unto you, nnd, in your ahsence, to Our Lieutonant-Governor,
it there be one on tha place, all which Leing dul verformed, you will administer to oach
of the Members of Out sl Counc:) the Oth o Allegiance,

3. You nro by yourse!f; or iy nny other pewon to be authorized by you in that
behalf, to adwministoe and 1o give to all and every eneh persons as you shall think fit
who shall held any oftice or placo of truse ox yrofy, or who shall at any time or times

888 into our said Isiand or be resident uherein, the said Outh of Allegiance, save only
n oases whercin any other oath or oauls is ¢r uro proscribed by the Statutes in that
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behalf mado, or by any of thom, in which oases it is Our pleasure, and We do horeby
direct that you do administer to such persons such other oath or oaths as aforesaid.

4, And whoreas, by Our snid Commission, Wo have authorized you and such other
porsons us are in the snid Commission designated, to constituto and be a Council for the
snid Colontr:

And Wo have by the said Commission further doclared that in addition to yourselt
tho said Couneil shall bo composed of such persons within tho samo as shall from timo
to timo bo named or dosignated for that purpose by Us, by Our instruction or instruc-
tions, warrunt or warrants, to be by Us for that pnrposo issued under Our sign manual
and signet and with theadvice of Qur Privy Council, and that all such Councill%rs should
hold their places in tho said Council at Our pleasure, and that you, with tho advico of
the suid Council, shall have full pawer and authority to make and onact all such Laws
and Ordinances ns may from time to time bo required for the ordor and good govern-
ment of tho said Is!anr)i; and thnt in making all suech Laws and Ordinances you shall
exerciso all such powors and authorities, and that yon and tho said Counneil shall con-

- form to and obsorve all snoh rules and rogulations as shell be given and preseribed in

and by such instructions ns We, with tho advice of Qur Privy Council, shall from time
to time make for his-and thoir guidanco therein.

Now, therefore, by these Our Instructions undor Our sign manual and signet, being
tho instructions so referred to as lnst nforesaid, Wo do authorize and empower you—
until further and other provisions shull be made by Us in that bebhalf—by an instrument
or instruments to be made and issucd in Our namo and under tho public soal of Our said
Island, to constitnte and appoint seven persons being within the samo to bo Mombors of
tbo said Council during Our plensure, and any three of whom Wo do hereby appoint to
be » quorum; and so from time to time ns often ns any such porson shall dio or resign
hia seat in the said Council, or be absent from the island, or be snapended by you from
such his officu, or become from any cause incapable of diseharging the dutios theroof,
by nuy other such instrument as aforesaid, to nominate any other person being within
the suid Colony to fill uny such vacauney:

Provided, nevortheloss, that the npgoinl.mcnt 80 Lo bo mude by you of the persons
who are to constitute tho said Council ghall be provisional only and subjoet to Our con-
firmation or disallowance. r

6. You are to communicate forthwith such of those Instrnctions to Qur said Council
wherein their adviee and consent aro mentioned to be regnisite, and likewise all such
others from time to time ns you shall find convenient for Our serviee to bo imparted to
them.

6. You are to pormit the members of Our said Council to have and enjoy freecoin
of debato and voto in all affuirs of pubiie concern thnt may be submitted to their con-
gidoration in Council.

7. And in tho choico and nominatiou of tho Members of Our sail Council, as also of
tho Judges, Justices, and other officers, yon arc always to tnko care that they be mon
of good lifo and well affectod to Cur Govornment, and abilities suited to their employ-
meonts. ;
8. And whereas offeetual care ought to be taken to oblige the Members of Qur said
Council to a due attondance thorein, and therchy to prevent the inconvenicnces that
mny happon from the want of & quorum to tra:isact business as oceasion may requiro, it
is gur will and pleasuro that if any of the Members of Our said Council shall hereafter
absent themselves from the said isfand, and continue absent ahove the space of six
months togethier withong leave 1rom you o1 our Goveraor anid Commander-in-Chief for
the time being fivst obinined under your or bie hand and seal, or shiall remain absent fur
the spuco of two youars successively wi_!.houl. lcave given I.heu.l under our sign mununl
and signet, thoir place or places in tho said Council shall immediately thercupon become
void, and thnt if any of tho Members of Our said Couneil thon residing within Our said
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Island shall hovenftor absont themselves when duly summoned without snfieiont enuge, |

and shall porsist in such absence after hoing thereof admonished by you, you are to sus-
pend tho gaid Councillors so absenting themselves until Cur further will .l pleasnro
therein be known, giving immediate notico thereof to Us through ono o Cur Principal
Sooretaries of State. .Aud We do herehy will and require that Our Roya! pleasnre be
sigoifiod to the Mombers or our said Council and entered in the Councii Book us n
Standing Rule,
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9. And whereas by onr aforesnid Commission yon aro authorized and empoworod to
snmmon andl call General Assemblica of the frecholders within Our said Islund and its
dependencies as therein spocified, in sueh manner and form and aceording to such
powers, instructions and anthorities ns nre granted or appointod by theso our Instruc-
tions in that behalfy yon are therefore, for the purposo of electing the membors of such
Assemblies, hereby authorized to issno o Proclamation declaring tl~ number of repro-
sentatives to be chosen by such frecholders to serve in tho said Genoval A-sembly: and
if you shall seo fit, dividing onr said Islund and its depoudencies into districts or
counties, towns or townships, and declaring tho nnmber to be ebosen by oach of such
districts or conntics, towns or townships regpectively.

And yon are also herchy authorized and empowerod from time to time to nominate
and appoint proper persons to exeente tho oflico of letnrning Oficor in the said Tsland,
or in such districts or counties, towns ov townships respeetively; and you aro, as soon
as yon shall sec cxpediont, to issno Writs in Our namo diveeied to tho proper officers in
‘tho suid Island, or the proper officers in such districts or conntics, towns or townships
reapectively, directing them to sammon’ the atovesaid frecholders to proceed to tho
clection of porsons to represent them in tho General Assembly, according to tho regula-
tifons “'r:ld dircetions to be signified in tho proclamation to be so issued by you as
aforesunid,

10. You aro to observo in tho passing of all lawa that tho style of onacting the samo
be by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of Onr said Island and its dependencios.

11, And you shall not re-cnaet nny laws to which the assent of Us or Uur Royal
predecessors ?ms onco been refnsed withont express lenve for that purpose first obtuined
from us upon & full representation by yon to be made to Us through one o* Our Princi-
pul Seerotaries of Stato of the renson and necessity of re.onacting sueh law,

12, And it is Onr oxpress w.'! and pleasnre that no law be mude to continuo for
less than two years, except only in cwscs whoro it may bo neeessury upon some unforo-
seen emergency to make provision by lnw for a sorvico in its nature temporary and
contingent.

13. You are also as much as possiblo to observe in the passing of all laws that oach
different matter be provided for by a different law, without intermixing in one and the
samo Acts such things as have no proper relation to cach other; and you are more
cepocinlly to take eare that no clanse or elnuscs be inserted in or annexoed to any Act
which shull be foreign to what tho title of such respectivo Act imports, and thut no per-
petuanl clanso be part of any temporary law.

14. It is Our will and pleasuro that you do not give yonr assont to any bill or bills

for raising money by the institution of any public or privato lotteries.

16. It is Ouvr will and pleasuro thnt you do not on any protenco whatever givo your
assont to or puss any bill or bills in Our Island under your Government by which the
lands, tenoments, goods, chattels, rights, nnd crodits of persons who have nevor resided
within Our said Island shall be liable to be scized or tuken in oxecution for tho recovory
of debts dne from such persons otherwiso than is nllowed by law in cuses of a liko
nature within our realm of England until you sball have first transmittod unto Us
through one of Onr Principal Seeretarics of Stato tho drnft of snch bill or bills, and
shall have reccived Our Royul pleasure thereupon, unless you tuko eare in the passing
of such bill or bills that a elunse or clanses be insorted therein suspending and doferring
tho oxccution thereof nntil Our will and pleasuro shall bo known thereupon,

16. It is Our further will and plensure that you do not upon any protonco whatso-
ever givo your assent to any hill or bills that may havo boen or shall hereaftor b passed
by the Conncil and Assembly of the Island under your Government for the Natural-
izution of Alions, nor for 1ho Divorco of persons joined together in holy matrimony, nor
for ostablishing a title in ahy person to Innds, tenements, and roal cstates in Our said
Island m'igiunhy granted to or purchased by alicns to naturalization.

17. Whereas grent mischiets have arison by the frequent passing of bills of an
unusual and extrnordinary nature and importanco in onr plantations, which bills remain

in forve thore from the time ot enncting unti! Qur pleasuro be sigiifiod to tho contrury: -

Wo do hereby will and requive you not to pass or give your assont to any bill or bllls
pussed in the Assembly of nn unusnal and extraordinary nature and importanco whereby
Our prerogutive or the property of Our subjeets muy oﬁrejudiced; nor to any bilf or
bills whorcby the trado or shipping of this Kingdom sball be in anywise affected, until
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4 INsTRUOTIONS T0 GOVERNOR BLANCIIARD,

gou shall have first transmitted unto Us, throngh onc of Our Principal Sceretaries of
tato, 8 draft of such bill or lills, and shall have received Onr Royul pleasure thercon,
unless you tako caro in tho pussing nny snch bills ns nforementioned thnt thero bo o
clause insortod therein suspending and doferring tho execntion thereof until Qur plensure
shall bo known coneerring the snmne,

18, You aro also to tako curo thut no private Act bo passed whereby the proporty
of any private person mny bo affected in which there Is not n saving of the right of Us,
Our heirs and successors, of all bodies politic aud corporate, and of all other, except
such as are mentioned in tho snid Aet, murthoso cluiming by, from and under them; and
turther, you shall tako caro thut no such private Act be pussed withont a clnuso
susponding tho exccution thcroof until tho samo shall have received Our Royal
approbation.

It is likewiso Our will and pleasure that youn do not give your assent to nny private
Act until proof bo made boforoe, you in Council, and entered in tho Conneil Book, that
publie notification was made of the pnrties’ intention to apply for such an Aet in the
several parish churches whore the premises in question lie for threo Sunduys ut least
successively beforo nny sueh Act shull be brovght.into the Assembly, und that a cor-
tificato under your hand bo transmitted with and annexed to overy such privato Act
signifying that.tho snme has passed through all the forms above mentioned.

19. You are to tuke care thut in all Acts or Orders to bo pussed within Our eaid
Island in any caso for levying money or imposing fines and pennlties express mention
be made that the snme is grnnted or reservel to Us, Our heirs and sneeessors, for the
public uses of the snid Island and tho support of the Governmeut thereof, us by the snid
Act or Order shall bo directed.

20. You aroe not to suffer any public money whatsoever, whether it be appropriated
to any particular service or not by the Act granting the same, to bo issued or disposed
of otherwiso than by warrant under your hand, by nnd with tho consent of the said
Council,

But tho Assembly may novertheloss ho permitted from time to time to view and
examine tho aceounts of monocy or value of mouney dispesed of by virtne of Inws made
by them as there shnll bo occusion.

21. It is Onr will and pleasure that youn do in all things conform yourself to the
provisious contained in an Act of Parlinment passed in the 4th yenr of the reign of His
late Majesty King George tho 'I'bivd, intituled “ An Act to prevent Paper Bills of Crodit
¢ horeafter to bo issuod in any ot Her Majesty's Colouies or Pluntstions in America
“ from being declarod to bo n legal tender in payment of money, and to prevent the
“ legnl tendor of such bills as are now snlsisting from being prolonged beyond tho
 periods limitod for reealling in und ginking the sume.” (4 Gew. 1L, 6 34)

And also of un Aet pussed in the Iith ycar of the reign of 1is lute Majesty to
sxplain and amend the abovo recited et passed in the fth year of Yis reign as atoro-
said; and you aro not to givo your assent to or pass uny Acts whereby Bills of Credit
may be struck or issuad in licu of money or for puyment of moncy, either to you our
Governor or to any porson whatsoover, unless u clause bo inserted in such Act decluring
that the sume shall not tuke cifect nutil the suid Act shall huvo been npproved and con-
firmed by Us, Our heirs, or sucoessors,

22, You aro to transmit an anthentieated and separate copy of evory Law, Statuto,
or Ordinance that ot any time hevealter shall be made or cnncted within thoe Islund
under your Government under the public senl unto Us, through one of Our Principal
Secrotarios of State, within three monthy or seoner aiter their being enacted; but if it
shall happen that no shipping shall come from Our said Island within threo months
after the making such Laws, Statutes aud Owlinances, the same are to be transmitted
by the noxt conveynnce after the wuking thereof, whonever it muy bappen, for Qur
approbation or disallowance of the sumc.

23. And it is our further will und pleasure thut the copies and luplieates of all Acts
that ehall be transmitted ns aforesaid Lo fairly abstracted in the margents, nnd thero bo
inserted the several dates or respective times when the same passed the Council nnd
Assembly and recoived your asscit; and you are to be as purticular as may bo in your
obsorvations. to be sent to Us through Our Principal Seercturics of State upon overy
Act—that is to say, whether the same is introductive of a new law declurutory of a
former law, or does repeal a law then before in being; and you are likewiso to send to
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Us, through one of Our Principal Sccrotaries of Stute, tho roasons for tho passing of
such laws, unless the sumo do fully nppeur in the preambles of the said Acts.

24, You aro to require tho Secretnry of tho snid Island under your Governmont to
furnish youn with trnuscripts of' nll such Acts and Public Ordors as shall be mado from
timo to timo, together with coples of the Journals of tho Council, nnd that all such
copics bo fuirly nbstracted in the mnrgin, to the end the samo may bo transmitted to Us
through ono of Our Principal Secrotaries of State.

25. You are also to require frum the Clerk of tho Assembly of tho said Island or
othor proper officor trunsceipts of all tho Journals and other proceodings of tho snid
Assombly, and that all such trunscripta be falrly abstractod in tho margin, to the end
tho same may In like manner bo trunsmitted as aforesaid.

20. You shall not appoint any person to bo n Judgo or Justice of the Peaco without
tho ndvice and consent of tho mnf'ority of tho Council of Our snid Island slgnifiod in
Council; and it is Our furthor will and pleasure that all Commissions to be granted by
you to any person or porsons to bo Judges, Justices of tho Peacc, or other neccssary
officers, be granted during Our plensnro only.

27. Yon shnll not suspond any of tho Judges, Justicos or other officors or ministers
without zood and sufficient causo, which you shall signify in the fullest and most dis-
tinet manner to Us through ono of Our Principnl Scerctaries of Stato.

28. Tt being of the groatest importance to tho sorvice and to tho woltare of Our
subjects thut Justico be overywhere speedily and duly administered, and that all disor-
ders, ¢ vlays, and other nndue practices in tho administration thoreof, be offectnally
prevented, Wo do particulurly require you to tuke ospecial care that in all Courts whore
you are nuthorized to preside Justico bo impartially administerad; nnd that in all othor
Courts estublished within Gur Islund ull Judges nnd other porsons therein convoned
likewiso perform their sovoral duties without any delny or partiality.

29, And whereas Wo liave by Our said Commission, authorized you, upon sufliciont
cuuso to you appearing, to suspend from the exercise of his offico within Onr said Islund
any poreon oxercising tho snmo under and by virtuo of any Commission or Wurrant
grueted or to be granted by Us, or in Our name, or under Onr anthority : Now We do
chnrgo and requiro you, that before proceoding to any such suspension you do siguify
by a stutemont in writing to tho person so Lo be aus!mmled tho grounds of such yonr
intended proceading agninst him; and that you do ¢all upon snch person to communicnto
to you in writing o statement of tho gronnds upon which he muy bo desirous to oxenl-
pate himself, nnd thut you transmit bothi of tho said statenonts to Us, throngh ono of
Our Principal Secretarics of' Sinto by tho earliest convayanco,

30. You nroe to tnko caro that nll writs aro to be issued in Our name throughout
Our snid Island undor your Govornment.

31, You are, with the advice and consent of Our Council, to tnke ospecial care to
regulnte all sulurics and foes belonging to places or paid upon emergencics; that they
be within the bounds of moderation, nnd thut no extortion bo made on any oceasion
whatsoover; as also that tubles of all fees bo publicly hung up in all places where snch
fees uro to bo paid; nnd yon aro to transmit copics of all such tubles of foes to Us
through ono of Our Principal Sceretnrics of Stato,

32. You shall not, by colonrof uny power or authority, hereby or otherwiso granted
or mentioned to he granted to you, take upon you to give, grant or dispose of any offico
or pluce within our said Islund whirh now is or shall be granted under the Grent Senl

' of this Kingdom, or to which any porson is or shall be appointed by warrant under Our
sign manunl and signet, any further thun you may, upon tho vucancy of any such office
or pluce, or upon tho suspension of any such officer by you, put in any fit person to
officiate in tho interim till you ghall huve represented the matter to Us through ono of
Onr Principal Sceretaries of State, which you nre to do by tho first opportunity, nnd
havo roceived Our further directions therein. ;

33. You are to transmit unto Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of Stato,
with all convenient ?)pcc(l, a pniticular acconnt of all establishmonts of Jurisdictions,
Courts, Offices und Officors, Powers, Authoritics, Fees, and Privileges, granted and
settled, or which shall be granted and settled within Ownr said Islund, as likewiso an
account of all the exponses attending the establishmonts of tho snid Courts, and of such
funds as uro sottled and appropriated to dischurge the same.
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34, And whereas thero have been great irregularities in the mannor of granting
Commissions to privato ships of wur, you are to govern yourself, whenover thore shall
be occusion, aceording to tho Commission and Instructions granted in this Kingdom;
but you nre not to grunt Commissions of Marquo or Rcl;n'isul ngninst nny Princo or
State, ordthtir subjects, in amity with Us, to any person whatsoever without our especinl
commanda.

35. Wo do onjoin and requiro that you do take especial curo that Almighty God be
devoutly worshipped and traly served throughout your Government. You shall bo
carcful that all orthodux churches nirendy built there be well and orderly kept, and
that moro be built as Our Island shull by God’s blessing be improved. And you aro to
tako care that tho parishes bo so limited and sottled as you shall find most convenient
for'the nccomplishing of this good work.

36. And whorons doubts hiave nrisen whether tho powers of granting Liconces for
Murringo und Probates of Wills, commonly ealled the Offico of Ovdinury, which Wa
havo reservod to you Our Govurnor, eun be oxorcised by deputatlon from you to any
other person within Our said Island undor your Government, it is Our oxpress will and
pleasuro; and you are horeby dirccted and regnired not to grant deputations for the
oxereiso of the said powers, commonly ealled the Office of Ordinary, to any porson or
persons whatsoover in Our said Island under your Government.

37, It is Our further will and plensuro that you rocommend to the Legislature to
enter upon propor mothods for tho erccting and maintaining Schools, in order to the
tr:lml_lning up of youth to reading and to n necessary knowledge of the principles of
roligion.

gs&. You shall, from timo to time, give unto Us, through one of Our Prineipal Secre-
taries of Stute, an necount of the wants and defects of the Island undor your Government;
what are the chief products thercof, what improvements have been lately made, and
what further improvemonts yon conceive may bo maide or ndvautage gninod by trade.
and in whnt wny Wo may contributo thoreto.

39. If anything shall happen which may be of advantage or security to Our Island
under your (iovernment which is not horein by Our Commission provided for, We do
heroby nllow you, with the advice and consent of Qur Council, to take orders for the
present herein giving unto Us, through onoe of Our Principal Soeretarics of State, speedy
notico t.."cof, thut so yon muy receive Our ratification it' wo shall approvo the same:
Provided alwnys, that you do not, under-colour of uny ﬁm\ver or authority horeby given
to you, commenco or declare war without Our knowledge and particular commands
therein first obtained for so doing from Us undoer Our sign manual and signet, or by
Qur Order in Our Privy Council. .

40, And whereas Wo have thought fit by Our Commission to direot that in case of
your death or absence, and thero bo nt that time no person within our said Island com-
missioned or uppointed by Us to bo Licutenant-Governor, or specially appointed by Us
to administor the (tovernment within Qur said Island, the senior member for the timo
being of the Council of Our said Island, and who shall bo at the timo of your denth or
absenco residing within Our said Island and its dependencies, shall take upon him the
administeation of the Government, and exceute Our snid Commission and Instruetions,
and the several powers and authorities therein contained, in the manner therein dirocted.
It is, nevertheless, Qur oxpress will and plensure that in snch c¢nse tho Councillor so
administering tho Government shall forbear to puss any Acts but what are immodiately
nocessary for the peace and welfare of the said Island withort Our particulur order for
that purpose; and that he shull not take upon him to dis ol 0 tho Assembly then in
being, or to removo or suspend any of the members of Cur Council, nor any Jndge,
Justices of the Pence, or other officer, ¢ivil or militury, without the ndvice nnd consent
of the mnjority of the Couneil, nor even then without good nnd sufficient reuson for the
same, which the snid President is to transmit, signed by himsclf and the respective
Council, to Us, through ono of Our Principul Secretaries of Stato.

41. And you ure upon all ocensions to send to Us, through one of Our Principal
Seeretarics ot State, o purticular necount of sl your proceedings, und of tho condition
of affuirs within your (iovernment.
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