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FIFTH R E P O R T 

D E P A R T M E N T O F A G R I C U L T U R E . 

B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A 

1 8 9 5 - 9 6 . 

OF THE 

To the Honourable J. H. Turner, 
Minister of A g r i c u l t u r e : 

S I R , — I h a v e t h e h o n o u r to s u b m i t for y o u r a p p r o v a l the Fifth A n n u a l R e p o r t of the 
D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e , B. C . , 1895-96 . 

O w i n g to u n a v o i d a b l e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , no r e p o r t was i s s u e d f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t d u r i n g 
the year 1895, a n d it was , as y o u are a w a r e , d e e m e d a d v i s a b l e to e m b o d y t h e w o r k of 1 8 9 5 
and 1896 in one v o l u m e . 

A s no p r o v i s i o n was made for t h e c o l l e c t i o n of s t a t i s t i c s s u c h as a p p e a r e d in the r e p o r t of 
1894, this par t of the w o r k w a s not p r o c e e d e d w i t h , a n d none a p p e a r i n t h i s r e p o r t , e x c e p t as 

Statistics. 
i n c i d e n t a l l y g i v e n by c o r r e s p o n d e n t s . It is t o be r e g r e t t e d , for s e v e r a l 
reasons , t h a t c o m p r e h e n s i v e s t a t i s t i c s o n m a n y m a t t e r s of v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e 
cannot be i n c l u d e d , b u t the expense i n c i d e n t to c o v e r so h u g e a field has 

been deemed a suf f ic ient bar to their o b t a i n m e n t . A s r e g a r d s the u t i l i t y of r e l i a b l e s t a t i s t i c s , 
there can be no q u e s t i o n i n the m i n d s of those w h o have g i v e n t h e q u e s t i o n t h e i r c o n s i d e r -
tion and w h o are best c o m p e t e n t to f o r m a n opinion on s u c h sub je c t s . T h e m a n y i n q u i r i e s 
reaching the D e p a r t m e n t f r o m a l l q u a r t e r s a n d f r o m a l l c lasses of i n q u i r e r s are p r o o f of t h e i r 
value. 

The i n t e r e s t i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d h o r t i c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a has 
been s h o w n b y the n u m b e r of i n v i t a t i o n s r e c e i v e d to d e l i v e r addresses o n b e h a l f of B r i t i s h 

Farmers' 
Parliaments. 

C o l u m b i a at several i m p o r t a n t f a r m e r s ' c o n v e n t i o n s , n o t a b l y , the P a n -
A m e r i c a n F a r m e r s ' P a r l i a m e n t at A t l a n t a , a n d the N o r t h - W e s t F r u i t 
A s s o c i a t i o n m e e t i n g s i n O r e g o n . W a s h i n g t o n a n d I d a h o . 

S ince the Iast r epor t the w o r k of the D e p a r t m e n t has i n c l u d e d v a r i o u s d u t i e s , a n d v i s i t s 
all the i m p o r t a n t s e c t i o n s of the P r o v i n c e . A t h r e e d a y s ' sess ion of t h e F a r m e r s ' C o n v e n -

Official visits, &c. 
t i o n was he ld a t A g a s s i z in A u g u s t , 1895, w h i c h w a s a t t e n d e d by m a n y of 
t h e l e a d i n g a g r i c u l t u r i s t s of the P r o v i n c e a n d the off icers o f the E x p e r i m e n t a l 
F a r m , t h e r e p o r t of w h i c h s u b s e q u e n t l y a p p e a r e d i n b u l l e t i n f o r m , p u b l i s h e d 

by the D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e . I a f t e r w a r d s a c c o m p a n i e d M r . F l e t c h e r , D o m i n i o n E n t o 
mologist a n d B o t a n i s t , w h o was e n g a g e d i n m a k i n g a b o t a n i c a l a n d e n t o m o l o g i c a l c o l l e c t i o n 
A f t e r that I v i s i t e d various p a r t s of t h e P r o v i n c e ; f r o m V a n c o u v e r I p ro ceeded to Spence ' s 
Bridge and t h r o u g h L o w e r N i c o l a to N i c o l a via U p p e r N i c o l a a n d C a m p b e l l C r e e k to Kam 
LOOPS, T h e n c e via R e v e l s t o k e to N e l s o n , a n d a f t e r w a r d s to t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t of Washington 
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Upper Nico la . 
In U p p e r N i c o l a is i n c l u d e d a l l t h a t p o r t i o n to the n o r t h w a r d a n d i n c l u d i n g Q u i l c h e n a . 

It is p r i n c i p a l l y a p a s t o r a l c o u n t r y , but i n the v a l l e y w h e r e w a t e r is a v a i l a b l e , exce l l ent , c r o p s 
of a l l k i n d s are p r o d u c e d . A t Q u i l c h e n a , on N i c o l a L a k e , w h e r e t h e r e is a h o t e l k e p t by M r . 
E O ' R o u r k e , v e r y large y ie lds of roots, vegetables a n d g r a i n a r e o b t a i n e d by t h a t g e n t l e m a n , 
and in his g a r d e n a l l the f r u i t s u s u a l l y c u l t i v a t e d a t t a i n p e r f e c t i o n . A good r o a d r u n s t h r o u g h 
the d i s t r i c t c o n n e c t i n g it with S p e n c e ' s B r i d g e a n d K a m l o o p s , the r o a d t h r o u g h t h e l a t t e r 
place h a v i n g been i m p r o v e d of l a te b y a v o i d i n g what has been k n o w n as N e w m a n ' s H i l l . 
A n o t h e r b r a n c h of the r o a d f o l l o w s C a m p b e l l C r e e k Valley a n d comes out o n t h e T h o m p s o n , 
seven mi l es a b o v e K a m l o o p s . 

M r . Thos. B a l m a n , S t u m p L a k e , r e p o r t s : — W h i l e R u s s i a w h e a t y i e l d s best . W h e a t for 
m i l l i n g is not a success. Potatoes do w e l l a l l o v e r t h i s d i s t r i c t , e s p e c i a l l y as to q u a l i t y 

The Crops 
Grown. 

M a n g o l d s do not do w e l l , h u t t u r n i p s are a good crop , no t ra i sed e x t e n s i v e l y . 
A l l o t h e r roots a n d vege tab les do w e l l . T i m o t h y is t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l 
grass g r o w n . 

S c a r c e l y a n y f r u i t is r a i s e d . C u r r a n t s do w e l l , a n d c r a b - a p p l e s a n d o r d i n a r y v a r i e t i e s at 
apples do f a i r l y w e l l . S u m m e r f r o s t s do n o t affect f r u i t here . I t is i n t h e s p r i n g w h e n the 
frosts g i v e t r o u b l e . 

T h i s d i s t r i c t is b e t t e r a d a p t e d for c a t t l e - r a i s i n g t h a n f o r a n y o t h e r i n d u s t r y , t h e m a r k e t s 
for produce b e i n g too f a r a w a y . H o r s e - r a i s i n g h a s been v e r y poor . T h e r e a r e five t i m e s as 

Essentially a 
stock district. 

m a n y horses r a i s e d t h a n c a n be s o l d . T h i s p a r t of the d i s t r i c t is n o t a d a p t e d 
for s h e e p - r a i s i n g . T h e r e is a l a r g e a r e a of p a s t u r e l a n d r e a c h i n g f r o m S t u m p 
L a k e to K a m l o o p s , i n the D o m i n i o n L a n d s Belt, but not fit f or c u l t i v a t i o n 

The top so i l in low l y i n g p laces is a d a r k s a n d y l o a m , w i t h g r a v e l l y s u b - s o i l ; h i l l - s i d e s 
most ly g r a v e l l y ; q u a l i t y good. M o s t of the l a n d i n b o t t o m s g r o w s t i m o t h y a n d c l o v e r well, 
and the benches oats , wheat a n d b a r l e y . 

L o w e r and Central Nicola, 
I n c l u d i n g a l l the c o u n t r y b e t w e e n Spence ' s B r i d g e a n d N i c o l a L a k e , C o l d w a t e r Valley 

and M a m m e t L a k e . T h e l a n d rises g r a d u a l l y f r o m 996 feet, a t Spence ' s B r i d g e , to 1,920, 
w h i c h is t h e l e v e l o f N i c o l a T a k e , a c c o r d i n g to M r . C l a p p e r t o n , a n d p r o b a b l y a good d e a l h i g h e r , 
up the C o l d w a t e r a n d at M a m m e t L a k e . M o s t o f t h e f a r m s a r e s i t u a t e d i n N i c o l a p r o p e r , as 
the va l l ey of the N i c o l a R i v e r , w h i c h the r o a d f o l l o w s from S p e n c e ' s B r i d g e , becomes v e r y 
c i r c u m s c r i b e d , a n d a f t e r a t i m e becomes a mere defile. M r . Gordon has a t ine r a n c h . T h e 
f r u i t trees, w h i c h are y o u n g , l o o k e d v e r y p r o m i s i n g , a n d t h e o n l y t h i n g w h i c h t r o u b l e d t h e m 
was the g reen a p h i s . T h e d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n S p e n c e ' s B r i d g e a n d t h e l o w e r e n d of N i c o l a L a k e 
is i n the n e i g h b o u r h o o d of f i f ty m i l e s ; the r o a d h a d been w a s h e d a w a y i n p l a c e s w h e r e i t r a n 
close to the l i v e r , a n d m a n y of t h e n e w l y m a d e p o r t i o n s h a d been c a r r i e d h i g h u p o n t h e h i l l 
sides, r e n d e r i n g the road wel l n i g h i m p r a c t i c a b l e for h e a v y t e a m i n g . 

John C l a p p e r t o n , N i c o l a , r e p o r t s : — A l l g r a i n s g r o w n i n N i c o l a D i v i s i o n , a n d good v a r i e t i e s , 
if k e p t free f r o m w i l d oats a n d o t h e r n o x i o u s weeds. A c o n t i n u o u s d r o u g h t l a s t s u m m e r l e f t 
a l l cereals u n d e r the a v e r a g e . F l o u r c a n be p u r c h a s e d as c h e a p l y as c a n be g r o w n , on a c c o u n t 
of the cost of i r r i g a t i o n and l a b o u r . R o o t s a l l g r o w w e l l : d i d n o t s u t l e r f r o m f ros ts b u t af fected 
by d r o u g h t . A p p l e s , p l u m s , etc . , b e t t e r t h a n l a s t y e a r ; s m a l l f r u i t s a l w a y s a l l r i g h t . N o 
d a i r y i n g is c a r r i e d on to a n y e x t e n t a t N i c o l a ; e v e r y one has m i l k a n d b u t t e r f o r t h e i r 
own use i n s u m m e r , a n d m a n y b u y f o r w i n t e r use. C a t t l e - r a i s i n g is the o n l y i n d u s t r y that 
pays. T h e r a n g e s tock a r e g e t t i n g w e l l g r a d e d w i t h t h e best breeds . B e e f c a t t l e are i n d e m a n d 
at g o i n g r a t e s ; sales w i sh horses s i m p l y U n s a l a b l e . T h e d i s t r i c t is s u i t a b l e f o r s h e e p - r a i s i n g 
in some places , b u t the i n d u s t r y is l i m i t e d . S w i n e are k e p t i n n u m b e r s by t w o or t h r e e f a r m e r s 
everyone keeps a few for h i s o w n use. P o u l t r y k e p t f o r h o m e c o n s u m p t i o n o n l y . T h i s i s no 
a t i m b e r c o u n t r y . V e r y f e w l o c a t i o n s o n P r o v i n c i a l l a n d s a r e n o w to be h a d i n N i c o l a . A s 
to r a i l w a y l a n d s I c a n n o t s p e a k , b u t f r o m w h e r e t h e r a i l w a y r u n s a m of t h e o p i n i o n t h a t i t is 
only lit. for p a s t u r a g e . N e a r l y e v e r y i m p r o v e d f a r m at N i c o l a is f or sale i f p r i c e s u i t s the 
vendor, but cannot say as to v a l u e , as no l a n d has as yet c h a n g e d h a n d s . 
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H . D . G r e e n - A r m i t a g e , L o w e r N i c o l a , r e p o r t s : — A l l g r a i n e x c e p t beans a n d I n d i a n corn 
a r e g r o w n . W e a t h e r t h i s y e a r f a v o u r a b l e . W h e a t - r a i s i n g n o t a p r o f i t a b l e i n d u s t r y except for 
h o m e use ; more p r o f i t a b l e to f eed to stock t h a n to s e l l . A l l roots a n d vegetab les do w e l l ; 
there are no m a r k e t s . T h e grasses g r o w n are c o m m o n r e d , a l s i k e , m a m m o t h a n d sainfo in 
c l o v e r , t i m o t h y , red t o p a n d o r c h a r d grass . A p p l e s a n d s m a l l f r u i t s a r e g r o w n . T h e season 
has been a good one, a n d n o t a f fec ted by frosts o r w e a t h e r . T h e a v a i l a b l e n u m b e r of cows 
n o t at p r e s e n t su f f i c i ent f o r a c r e a m e r y , b u t t h a t w o u l d soon be r e m e d i e d i f the d e m a n d for 
m i l k e x i s t e d . T h e p a s t u r a g e is s u i t a b l e . N e i t h e r c r e a m e r i e s n o r cheese f a c t o r i e s have been 
e s t a b l i s h e d . T h e c h i e f i n d u s t r y i n t h i s v a l l e y i s t h e r a i s i n g o f c a t t l e . S h e e p - r a i s i n g can be 
c a r r i e d on here , b u t d o u b t f u l of i t s b e i n g profitable o n a l a rge scale . T h e horse i n d u s t r y 
s t a g n a n t at p r e s e n t , o v e r p r o d u c t i o n , a n d are so ld f o r w h a t t h e y w i l l b r i n g . S w i n e - r a i s i n g , 
except i n one i n s t a n c e , no t c a r r i e d on w i t h a n y s y s t e m ; p r i c e s l o w ; d e m a n d f o r bacon is 
c o n s t a n t l y for the f o r e i g n c u r e d a r t i c l e . 

N o r t h Bend. 

N o r t h B e n d m a y f a i r l y be c o n s i d e r e d the d i v i d i n g l i n e b e t w e e n w h a t is k n o w n as the 
u p p e r c o u n t r y or d r y be l t a n d the l o w e r c o u n t r y , as i t p a r t a k e s s o m e w h a t of the c h a r a c t e r of 

patches . 
b o t h . I t is s i t u a t e d i n the c a n y o n s of the F r a s e r , a n d i t m a y there fore be 
r e a d i l y s u r m i s e d t h a t the area of a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d is l i m i t e d i n the v i c i n i t y , 
i n fact , there a r e o n l y patches , g e n e r a l l y n e a r t h e r i v e r , but s u c h as they are, 

v e r y f e r t i l e a n d w e l l s u i t e d to f r u i t - g r o w i n g , roots a n d vegetab les . 
M r . J o h n L y o n s r e p o r t s : — F a r m i n g by i r r i g a t i o n is p r o d u c t i v e i n g e n e r a l , a n d if the 

f a r m e r is a l i v e to h is w o r k need n o t h a v e a m o r t g a g e o n h i s f a r m . T h e s o i l b e i n g a light 
s a n d y l o a m , most of the p l o u g h i n g is d o n e i n the s p r i n g . 

M r . H e r b e r t C a n c e l l o r , G o v e r n m e n t Off icer , r e p o r t s : - T o g e t h e r w i t h the s t a t i s t i c a l 
r e t u r n s of a g r i c u l t u r e , I h a v e t h e h o n o u r to s u b m i t t o y o u a few r e m a r k s u p o n t h e p o r t i o n of 
Y a l e D i s t r i c t f r o m w h i c h the s a m e w e r e g a t h e r e d . V e r y f e w of t h e s e t t l e r s b e t w e e n L y t t o n 
a n d P o p e u m ( n e a r l y a l l o f w h o m a r e o n t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e o f t h e F r a s e r R i v e r f r o m the r a i l 
w a y ) r e l y s o l e l y u p o n a g r i c u l t u r e f o r a l i v i n g : for a l t h o u g h t h e n u m b e r of acres o w n e d or 
c l a i m e d are s o m e w h a t l a r g e o n t h e r e t u r n s , i t is m o s t l y v e r y h e a v i l y t i m b e r e d o r h e a v y brush 
l a n d , and r e q u i r e s g r e a t l a b o u r o r e x p e n s e to c l ear . W h e n t h e C a r i b o o R o a d was i n use, good 

Farming alone 
would not pay. 

l i v i n g s c o u l d be m a d e o n a f e w acres by r a i s i n g h a y o r g r a i n ; b u t now 
w i t h o u t o t h e r m e a n s , s u c h as m i n i n g , t r a d i n g a n d r a i l w a y w o r k , i t w o u l d he 
h a r d to m a k e a l i v i n g . T h e r e is l i t t l e o r no r a n g e to speak of so d a i r y i n g . 

e x c e p t i n a v e r y s m a l l w a y , c a n n o t be c a r r i e d on . P a r t l y f o r t h i s r eason a n d the t r o u b l e wi th 
s a l m o n i n the f a l l , h o g - r a i s i n g is n o t a success. I t w o u l d be s o m e w h a t h a r d to recommend 
a n y p a r t i c u l a r l i n e of a g r i c u l t u r e to p u r s u e ; pe rhaps f r u i t o r c h i c k e n s w o u l d be the most 
p r o f i t a b l e . 

M a n y of the s e t t l e r s a r e n o w t u r n i n g t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to f r u i t - r a i s i n g , a n d m a n y young 
o r c h a r d s h a v e been p l a n t e d a n d a r e j u s t b e g i n n i n g to bear f r u i t . A l l k i n d s seem to do w e l l 

Y o u n g o r c h a r d s 
doing well. 

e s p e c i a l l y p l u m s , o f w h i c h t h e r e was a b i g y i e l d t h i s y e a r ( 1895 ) ; but owing 
to t h e i r p l e n t i f u l n e s s , the m a r k e t a t t h e C o a s t was o v e r - s u p p l i e d a n d it was 
h a r d to f i n d sale, f o r t h e m , a n d m u c h of t h e f r u i t was n e v e r g a t h e r e d . It 

seems a p i t y t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d n o t be a n easy m e t h o d of d r y i n g f r u i t , as t h e r e is a large 
d e m a n d for e v a p o r a t e d f r u i t i n t h e u p p e r c o u n t r y a m o n g s t m i n e r s a n d f a r m e r s where fruit 
c a n n o t be r a i s e d , or, b e t t e r s t i l l , p e r h a p s a f r u i t - c a n n i n g o r d r y i n g f a c t o r y , say a t A g a s s i z . 
D o u b t l e s s s o m e t h i n g o f t h e s o r t w i l l be s t a r t e d i n a s h o r t t i m e , f o r t h e w h o l e of t h i s part of 
the d i s t r i c t g r o w s e x c e l l e n t f r u i t . I t w o u l d t h e n be easy f o r s e t t l e r s l i v i n g o n the f a r side of 
the r i v e r to b r i n g t h e i r f r u i t to m a r k e t b y boat o r canoe , w h e r e a s n o w the cost of s h i p p i n g 
a n d l a b o u r a t t a c h e d to i t is v e r y g r e a t . 

T h e s u m m e r was a n e x c e p t i o n a l l y d r y one, so h a y c r o p s , e x c e p t i n b o t t o m lands , were 
s o m e w h a t l i g h t . F o r t h e same r e a s o n , t u r n i p s were a l i g h t c r o p . 

G r a i n i s o n l y r a i s e d f o r c h i c k e n , h o r s e a n d h o g feed , a n d m o s t l y t h r e s h e d by h a n d . 


