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To the Howowrable Kpcar DewnNey,

Livwtenand-Governor of the Provines of Britesh) Colwndic.

May 1 rnease Your Hozounr:

4

| )cp;u't.mwét of

A

The undersigned has the honour to present the FFifth Report of the
Agriculture of British Columbia. ‘:

AL of which is respectfully submitted.

J. H. TURNER, 1
. v . !
Jnaster of Agriculture.

Department of dyriculture, :
|

Victoria, 28th April, 1897

5" Report of the Dept of
Agriculture, 1896, BC Sessional

Papers, 1897



i Ve COREPORT OX AGEICULTURE, l()l:%i

i
|

FIFTIT REPORT

OF THI

0

DIETPA RTMERT OF AGRICULTURIE,

|
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

1895;96. .

i
| A

Tothe Honowralle J. 1. Tuyner,
Mimister of Ayriewltwre 5

4

!
Stgy-——TI have the honour to submit for your.approval the Fifth Annual Report of the |
Department of Agriculture,il3. C.,"1895-96, ) i
Owing to unavoidable eircumstances, no report was issued frpm the Department during 5
the year TROS i 6 was, as you are aware, deemed advisable to] embody the work of 1895 |
and 1896 in one volune, g |
As no provision was made for the collection of statistics such as appeared in-the report of
01 this part of the work fwas not proeeeded with, and none appear in this report, exeept as
incidentally given -hy correspondients. 1t s to be regretted, for-several
reasons, that comprehensive statistics on many matters of vital importance
cannot be'ineluded; but the expense incldent to cover so large a field has -
been deemed o sutlicient had to their obtainment.  Ax regards the utility of reliable statistics,
there can he no gquestion in the minds of those who have given the question their consider-
tion and who are hest. competent to form an qpinion on such subjects.  The many inquiries
partment from all quarters and from all elasses of inquirers are proof of their

Ntutisties,

reaching the De
value, : :
The intevest in the agricultural and horticultural development of DBritish Columbia has
been shown by the number'of invitations received to deliver addresses on bhehalf of DBritish
Columbia' ot sevordl important farmers’ conventions, notably, the Pan-
Americup IFumers” Parliiment o Atlanta, and the North-West Fl'uit‘i
Association meetings in Ovegon, Washington and Idaho. |
+ Smee the last report the work of the Department has included various duties, and visits|
o all the important sections of the Province. A three days’ session of the Farmers’ Conven-)
tion wag; held at Agassiz in August, 1895, which was attended hy many nf:

Oflicinl visits, ae. thoe I(-mlir!lg agriculturists of the Province and the oflicers of the Experimental;
Favm, the report of which subsequently appearved in hulletin form, published;

by the Department of Agriealture, 1 afterwards accompanied Mr, Fleteher, Dominion Ento-
mologist and Botanist, Whi: was engaged in making a botanieal and entomological eollection.,
After that T visited variogs parts of the Province: from Vancouver 1 proceeded to Spence’s
Bridue auud throngh Lower Nicola to Nicola »ie Upper Nieola and Campbell Creck to ]\'mnj
loops, thenee via Revelstoke to Nelson, and afterwards to the nortlern part of “'ns:hin;:tmr

4
\

Petrniers®
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Upper Nicola.

In Upper Nicola is ineluded adl thi portion to the torthward and ineluding Quileh ll.l,},
[ s principally o pastoral country, but in the valley where water = avadlable, exeellent cropsy

of all kinds are produced. At Quilehena, on Nicola Lake, where there is a hotel kept by .'\]r.’,"

IO Rourke, very Tarue vields of roots, vesetahles i crain ave obtained by that gentleman,|

and in his goden all the fraits uswally caltivated attain peefeetion. A cou] roadd runs throueh

the district connecting it withi Spenee’s Dridee and Kaonloops, the road through the fatter
plice having heen improved of late by avoiding what has heen known as Newman's L
Another braneh of the road follows Canphedl Creek Vadley and comes out on the Thompson
seven miles aboye Kamloops, ‘\
Mr. Thos, Badman, Stump Lake, reports 1 — White Russin wheat, vields best. Wheat fo
milling 15 not a sueeess. Pitatoes do well all over this distriet, especially as to quality
Mangolds do not. do well, but turnips are a wood crop, not radsed extensively
I‘ir'.';':""',':!."v “\” ()L]l('l’ l“nnt,}; ;n]ct \'pn_:"p[,'ll)h'ﬁ (]n \\‘UH. Tililtl(ll‘)' ]"\ ”l(“ most S'I.]C(,'(Eh'ﬁfll
Grass grow, 4
Searcely any froit is raised.  Currants do well, and erab-apples and ordinary varietivs off
apples do fairly well. Summer frosts do not affect fruit here. It is in the spring when the
frosts vive tronble, ' '
This district is better adapted for cattle-raising than for any other industry, the markefs |
for produce being too far away.  Ilorse-raising has Been \'mfy poor.’ There are five times ds-
many horsas raised than ean be sold.  This part of the distriet is not adapte |
for ﬁ‘|'|1'(‘[)-l';1i!-&ing. There is a large area of pasture land reaching from Stunlp!
Lake to Kamloops, in the Dominion Lands Belt, hut not fit for eultivation 1
The top soil in Jow-lying places is a dark sandy Toum, with gravelly sabesoil ; hillsid
mosthv aravelly o quality good, Most of the Jand in hottoms drows timothy and elover we

il the benehes aats, whent and Taorley.,

Pssentially o
stoefy districf,

; Lower and Central Nicola,

Including all the mlml:l'}' hetiveen Spence’s Dridee and Nicola Lake, Coldwater Vailey
and Mammet Lake,  The land rises g]-;u{ua]]'y‘f:'mn 996 feet, at Spence’s Bridge, to 1,920,
which is the level of Nicola Take, aceording to Mr. LfI:L]x|>¢-|~t:fnl1, and probally a good deal higher,
up the Coldwater and at Mammet Lake.  Most-of the T'.-n‘n,fu are situated in Nicola proper, as
the valley of the Nicola River, which the road follows from Spence’s Dridge, hecomes very
civeumseribed, and after ajtime becomes a here delile.  Mr. Gordon has a fine ranch,  The-
fruit trees, which are yvoung, looked Jvery promising, and the only thing which troubled them
was the green aphis,  The distance between Spence’s Dridye and the lower end of Nicola Lake
is in the neighbourhood of [lifty miles; the road had been washed away in places where it ran
close to the viver, and many of the newly made portions had been carried high-up on the hill-
sides, rendering the road well nigh impracticable for 'he;l.\'yft(!u.ming. _ g
John Clapperton, Nicola, reports:—All grains grown in Nicola Division, and good varietios,
if kept free from wild oats and other noxious weeds. A continuous drought last summer left]
all cereals under the average.  Flour can be purchased as cheaply as.can be grown, on account,
of the cost of irvigation and labour.  Roots all grow well: did not suller from frosts but affected|
by dronght. Apples, plurhs, ete., better than list year: small froits always all right. N
duirying is carried on ta any extent at Nicola; every one has milk and butter for theil
own use in summer, and many buy, for winter use. Cattle-raising is the only industry tha
pays. The range stock are getting well graded with the best breeds.  Beef cattleare in dcm:u\:l{
al going rates: sales eash! horses simply unsalable, The district is suitable for sheep-raising
in some places, hut the industry is limited.  Swineare kept in numbers by two or three farmerst
everyone keeps afew for his own use.  Poultry kept for home consumption only.  This is no
A timber country,  Very few loeations on Provincial lands arve now to be had in Nicola. Ak
to railway lands T cannotispeak, but from where the railway runs am of the opinion that it iL
only fit for pasturage.  Nearly every improved farm at Nicola is for sale if price suits thi
vendor, but cannot say as to value, as no land has as yet changed hands, :
|

5" Report of the Dept of
Agriculture, 1896, BC Sessional
Papers, 1897



1034 REPORT ON ACGRICULTURE. 1806

H. D. Green-Armitage, Lower Nicola, reports: —All grain except beans and Indian corn
are grown,  Weather this year favourable. Wheat-raising not a profitable industry except for
home use ; more profitable to feed to stock than to sell.  All roots and vegetables do well;
there ave no warkets.  The grasses grown are common red, alsike, mammoth and sainfoin
clover, timothy, red top and orchard grass, Apples and small fruits are grown,  The season
has bhoen a good one, and not affected by frosts or weather.  The available number of cows
not at present suflicient for a creamery, but that wonld soon be remedied if the demanid for
milk existed. The pasturage is suitable,  Neither ereameries nor cheese factories have boen
established. The chief industry in this vidley s the raising of cattle.  Sheep-raising can be
carvied on here, but doubtful of its heing profitable on a large seale.  The horse industry
stagnant at present, over production, and are sold for what they will bring.  Swine-ruising,
exeept in o one instanee, not earvied on o with any system; prices low; demand for bacon is
constantly for the foreign cured article -

Norsh Cesd.

North Bend may fiirly be vonsidered the dividing lne bhetween what is known as the
upper country or dry helt and the lower country, as it partakes somewhat of the character of
Bt Tl i lmt]l: Etis :fitn;Ll,wl in the l‘JLP]}'Ofiﬁlllf the ]“ralser,. :u?d .it may th(‘.l'(:.f(.llt.' Lo
petelies; readily surinised that the weea of agricultural Tand is limited in the vicinity;
in fact, there are only patehes, ;:c'nér;llly near the river, but such as they are,

very fertile and well suited to fruit-growing, roots and vegetables,

My John Lyons reports t—Iarming by irvigation is productive in general, and if the
farmer is alive (o his work need not have mortgage on his farm. The soil being a lisht
sandy loam, most of the plonghing is done in the spring.

M. Herbere Cancellor, Government Oflicer, reports: - Together with the statistieal
returns of agriculture, 1 have the honour to submit to you a few remarks upon the portion of
Yale District from which the same were gathered.  Very few of the settlers between Lytton
and Popeum (nearly all of whom are on the opposite side of the Fraser River from the rail-
way) rely solely upon agriculture for a living ; for although the number of acres owned o
claimed are somewhat, Targe on the returns, it s mostly very heavily timbered or heavy brush
land, and requires great laboar or expense to clear, When the Cariboo Roead was in use, good
livings could be made on a few acres hy raising hay or grain: but now,
without other means, such as mining, trading and railway work, it would he
hard to make a Jiving.  There is little or no range to speak of, so dairying,
except inca very small way, ecannot be cartied on. Partly for this reason and the trouble with
sidmon i the fall, hogoraising is not a suceess. [t would be somewhat hard to reconnmend
any particulio line of ngriculture to pursue perhaps fruit or chickens would he the most
profitable,

Many of the settlers are now turning their attention to fruit-raising, and many vounyg
orchards have heosn planted and wre just beginuing to hear fruit. Al kinds seem to do woll,

especially plums, of which there was a big yield this year (1895} bhat owinge

Yawneg orveliords o . 5 = d

doing well, to their plentifulness, the market at the Coast was over=supplied and it was

hard to find sale for them, and much of the fruit was never gathered. 1t

scems i pity that there should not be an easy method of drying fruit, as theve is a laree

demand  for evaporated froit in the upper country amongst minervs and farmers where fruit

cannot be raised, or, bhetter still, perhaps a fruit-canning or drying factory, suy at Awassiz

Doubtless something of the sort will be started in a short time, for the whole of this part of

the district wrows excellent frait, Tt would then he easy for settlors living on the far <ide of

the river to bring their fruit to market by boat or cinoe, whercas now the cost of shipping
and labour attached to it is very great.

The summer was an exceptionally dry one, so hay crops, except in bostom lands, were
somewhat light.  For the same reason, turnips were a light crop.

(Girain is only raised for chicken, horse and hog feed, and mostly threshed by hand.

Farming aloye
tealed wat pegy,
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