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VOLUME 1 
MINUTES OF DECISION, CORRESPONDENCE & SKETCHES 

LETTERBOOK No. 2 ~ 
Joint Indian Reserve Commission (JIRC), & SPROAT 

March 1878 to January 1879 
[No Reg. Num.] 

The original of this volume is an oversized book. The original pages are a bluish colour. Each 
page is numbered. The original book is double-sided. The copy has been made single-sided. 
Thus, the position of the page numbers alternates. On pages when there are two letters, or the end 
of one letter and the commencement of another, it is important to realize that the addressee is at 
the end of the letter, not the beginning. The text of the copy has been slightly reduced to fit onto 
legal sized paper. The maps, however, are the same size as found in the original volume. 

This volume is a "Letterbook", that is, it contains copies of letters which, at some later point, 
would have been made into formal correspondence. The original formal letters are, most likely, 
somewhere within the RG10 microfilms. The letterbook was, probably, maintained generally by 
a copyist, although, based upon the handwriting, it appears that Sproat or another Commissioner 
may also have used the letterbook personally. Sproat inquires at one point whether he should pay 
the copyist, $5 or $3 per day (p. 6). 

There are frequent references to enclosures, the dates of which are sometimes cited, but these 
enclosures, with a few exceptions, were not reproduced in the letterbook. Since, however, an 
enclosure was noted in the letter, it is also noted on the index. Some letters are noted as being 
"cancelled." In this situation, the letter wil l be included in the index, with the notation that it was 
cancelled. 

Some letterbook copies of Minutes of decision are included in this volume. These copies have 
been cross-referenced to the originals in the Federal Collection unless there is something 
substantively different between the letterbook and the original copies. 

This volume deals with some of the work of the Joint Indian Indian Reserve Commission (JIRC), 
but primarily it contains correspondence related to Sproat's work as sole Indian Reserve 
Commissioner. Sproat is appointed the sole Indian Reserve Commissioner on March 15,1878 [p. 
79]. The correspondence deals with a variety of issues including costs of operation of the 
Commission, difficulties dealing with the B.C. government, Sproat's perception and 
interpretation of policies; Sproat's perception and interpretation of his interactions with the 
Indians [eg. pp. 131,151, 153, 165, 182, 219, 253, 277, 336, 343], and, as Sproat characterizes it, 
the "settling the Indian Land question." Indeed, Sproat does not appear to have seen his job as 
that of allotting reserves, but rather "settling the Indian Land question" [pp. 166,167,171 179, 
194, 216, 233, 243, 271, 283-85, 296, 337, 340-41] or "adjusting reserves" [p. 207] or 
"adjust[ing] the land question" [pp. 286, 291,308, 350-51, 369, 370, 374]. These "adjustments" 
were usually achieved through "compromise." In one instance, Sproat states that he advised the 
Indians that he had to look out for the interests of the white settlers as well as the Indians and that 
he would not "turn the country topsy turvy but could try to arrange such a reasonable compromise 
as circumstances permitted showing no favour either to white men or Indians" (p. 336). 
Compromise frequently meant getting the Indians to give up their claims to an area (eg. pp. 243, 
254-56, 333). In summary, Sproat stated "[t]he whole of the work of the Comms n continues to be 
increasingly a work of compromise." (p. 337). Of a meeting with the Upper Nicola Indians, 
Sproat reported that he refused Chilliheetsa's "demands whereupon he returned to his tent for 24 
hours. I then informed his people that I would proceed to lay off a reserve for them and that I 
was wiser than Chilliheetsa and they were, and, that they must submit to my decision which 
would be well considered and liberal." (p. 277) 

A great deal of the correspondence in this volume deals with the matter of surveying the reserves 
set aside by the Joint Indian Reserve Commission and by Sproat [eg. pp. 44, 159-60, 161-62, 
321]. Indeed, Edward Mohun, Surveyor for the JIRC and Sproat also used this volume as his 
letterbook. At the back of the original book are numerous letters by Mohun. Because Mohun 
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actually took the book, turned it upside down and began his correspondence from the end, he put 
in his own page numbers. On the index, numbering of this section is shown by indicating the 
original page number and then Mohun's numbering, eg. p. 414[2]. Interestingly, Sproat states in 
one letter that he is "not officially responsible for the management of the surveys." (p. 44) This 
may give some hint as to his position with respect to the dismissal of the services of the 
"Attendant Surveyor" (i.e. Mohun). "The object is to save the hitherto continuous pay of a regular 
surveyor, by taking advantage of the effect of my own experience in the Indian Reserve work, 
which enables me, to some extent, to dispense with the need of constant advice." (p. 321) 

People of Note 
Alexander Caufield Anderson 
George Blenkinsop 

Indians identified by Sproat 
James Lenihan 
Archibald McKinlay 
Edward Mohun 
Peter O'Reilly 
B.W. Pearse1 

Dr. Israel Wood Powell 
Gilbert M . Sproat 
Lawrence Vankoughnet 
Forbes George Vernon 

Dominion Indian Reserve Commissioner, JIRC 
Indian Reserve Commission staff; Census taker, 
Secretary 
See complete list under Additional Subjects 
Indian Superintendent, New Westminster 
B.C. Indian Reserve Commissioner, JIRC 
Surveyor to the Indian Reserve Commission 
Stipendiary Magistrate 
Agent for Public Works, Victoria 
Indian Superintendent, B.C. 
Joint Indian Reserve Commissioner, JIRC 
Deputy Superintendent General Indian Affairs, B .C. 
Chief Commissioner of Lands & Works, B.C. 

Items Located in the Indian Land Registry 
None for this volume 

Missing pages 
None 

1 B.W. Pearse was the former Surveyor General for the Province of B.C. He prepared the 1871 Schedule of Reserves 
which appears in the Yellow Book, pp. 104-106. 
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ANNOTATED INDEX 
VOLUME 1 

M.O.D. is an abbreviation for Minute of Decision 
Reserve names are current (2004-05) spellings and current (2004-05) numbers. If the reserve no 
longer exists, the last name and number by which it was identified is used. 
Band/Tribe names are as they appear within the volume. Cross-references to current (2004) 
names are provided in the footnotes. 
PILQ refers to the Papers Connected with the Indian Land Question, 1850-1875. This book is 
also sometimes identified as the "Yellow Book." 

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

03 19 1878 Sproat Letter2 1 

03 28 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 2 

03 28 1878 Sproat Letter3 3 

03 28 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Sproat Letter [w/encl]4 4 

03 28 1878 Sproat Telegram 5 

03 29 1878 Sproat Letter 6 

03 31 1878 Blenkinsop Finan. Statment5 7-8 

04 10 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 9 

04 10 1878 Penelakut Sproat Letter 9-10 

04 11 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 10 

04 12 1878 General6 Sproat Letter 10-11 

04 12 1878 Sproat Memorandum 12-13 

04 12 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan7 Sproat Memorandum 12-13 

2 Sproat advises Vernon that he has been "appointed by the Dominion Government to take the place of the Indian 
Superintendents for the work in relation to Indian lands, mentioned in Canadian order[sic] in Council 23rd Feby 1877 ..." 
Sproat requests to be informed of the procedure for approval of reserves. The "Superintendents" referred to by Sproat 
would appear to be his former colleagues McKinlay and Anderson, who were Indian Reserve Commissioners. With 
respect to the approval for the reserves, Sproat argues that it must be "given on the spot" at the time of his decision. 
Sproat had other opinions as to the procedure as well. It should be noted that Sproat's suggested process was not 
adopted. 

3 Interestingly, Sproat inquires of Anderson whether he has received formal notice of the dissolution of the JIRC, noting 
that he (Sproat) has. 

4 Sproat refers to "Mr. Marriner's case." This is in relation to a problem of settler encroachment on land the Indians 
believed was theirs. Sproat notes that he encloses 3 items: copy of letter dated April 27, 1877, from himself and 
McKinlay to I.W. Powell, Indian Superintendent, B.C.; copy of letter dated February 23, 1878, from Sproat to the 
AGBC; and, rough notes made by Sproat which were given to the AGBC on February 28, 1878, during a meeting. None 
of the items noted are reproduced in the letterbook. 

5 Two pages itemizing expenditures by Sproat and Anderson and the Indian Reserve Commission for the period January 
to March 1878. Blenkinsop appears to have controlled the petty cash, and he signs the sheet for that. Sproat and 
Anderson sign off the other expenses. Based upon the handwriting, it appears that Blenkinsop prepared the entire 
financial statement. These are the statements enclosed in Sproat's letter of April 10, 1878 (p. 9). 

6 Sproat states that "a deputation of six chiefs representing the Indian chiefs and the people between Yale and the mouth 
of the Fraser..." came to see him at Victoria. He provides no more detail than this. There are currently 31 bands 
between Yale and the mouth of the Fraser. [See pp. 14-15, this volume where Sproat appears to make reference to this 
meeting.] 

7 In his memorandum, one of the items noted by Sproat is the matter of the O'Keefe ranch. 



DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRD3E 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

04 12 1878 Kamloops 28 Kamloops Sproat Memorandum 12-13 

04 12 1878 Upper Nicola Sproat9 Memorandum 13 

04 12 1878 Temporary Res. General Sproat Memorandum 13 

04 12 1878 Sproat Letter 14 

04 15 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 14-15 

04 22 1878 Survey General Mohun10 Letter 15-16 

04 17 1878 Sproat Letter 17 

04 18 1878 Sproat Letter 17-18 

04 11 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 18 

04 18 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl]11 19-23 

04 20 1878 Songhees 1 Songhees Sproat Letter12 24-25 

04 18 1878 Survey General Sproat Memorandum 25-26 

04 18 1878 Okanagan Sproat Memorandum 25-26 

04 18 1878 Shuswap Sproat Memorandum 25-26 

04 19 1878 Survey General Sproat Memorandum13 27 

04 22 1878 Sproat Letter 28 

04 22 1878 Cowichan 114 Cowichan Sproat Letter 29-30 

8 Sproat identifies this as "an old fishing station" for which he wishes $50 to induce the Kamloops Indians to give it up. 
The fishery is located at Bartlett Newman's pre-emption. Ultimately, two fisheries are allotted, Kamloops 2 and 3. It is 
difficult to determine and be certain, but later correspondence suggests that this fishing station is located where the 
Kamloops 2 reserve is currently. [See vl. 2, pp. 117-18; vl. 3, p. 164; Provincial Collection, Binder 3, Corres. Nos. 
368/79, 369/79] 

9 Sproat does not specifically identify an Indian group, however, it would appear that the area being discussed is around 
Douglas Lake and this area is used and occupied by the Upper Nicola Indians. 

1 0 The date of this letter was altered from April 17 to April 22. In the original letterbook, Mohun or the copyist, pasted 
in the second page of the letter (i.e. p. 16). It was not possible to remove the letter and see what was underneath, but it 
can be seen that Mohun's name and title were crossed out on the original letterbook page. 

11Letter enclosures cited by Sproat are not re-produced in the letterbook, however, Sproat's notes on "Mr. Smithe's" 
letter of July 24, 1877 appear to be reproduced on pp. 20-23. The issue is unpaid accounts of the provincial 
government. Interestingly, Sproat quotes terms agreed upon for the payment of the Indian Reserve Commissioner 
during the term of the Joint Indian Reserve Commission. Further, he states that he has "no residence in Victoria but 
live in England, Victoria is the same to me as Nanaimo or Kamloops." (p. 21) 

1 2 This letter appears to refer to Songhees 1, although the reserve is not specifically identified. All other Songhees 
reserves are islands. This reserve was surrendered and sold in 1911. On BC 224 a large area is shown in pink, this could 
represent an area encompassing lands granted under the Douglas Treaty. [See p. 26 this volume; 1943 Schedule, p. 23, 
BC 224] 

1 3 These are the same general instructions as to conduct Sproat provided Jemmett. [See p. 25-26, this volume] 

1 4 There is a description of a fishery, this fishery is encompassed within Cowichan 1. 



-5 -

DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

04 22 1878 Sproat Letter15 30-32 

04 22 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 31 

04 24 1878 Sproat Letter 33 

04 24 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter16 34 

04 24 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 34-35 

04 24 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 35 

04 25 1878 Sproat Letter 36 

04 25 1878 Sproat17 Letter 36 

04 24 1878 Survey General Sproat18 Letter 37-39 

04 26 1878 Cowichan Sproat Letter 40-41 

04 27 1878 Shuswap Sproat Letter 42 

04 27 1878 Okanagan Sproat Letter 42 

04 27 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 42 

04 27 1878 Sechelt19 Sproat Letter 42-43 

04 29 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter20 43-47 

04 29 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 48-19 

04 29 1878 Neskainlith Sproat Letter 48-49 

04 28 1878 Sproat21 Telegram [copy] 49 

04 29 1878 Sproat22 Letter 50-53 

04 29 1878 Survey Kamloops Sproat Letter 54 

1 5 It should be noted that notations were made on this letter in the original book. It is noted that the letter deals with 
water, also there is a marginal notation which states "no reply, see 188." This would appear to be a [i.e. 19th century] 
contemporary notation. The handwriting looks similar to that of surveyor, although which one is not clear. "188" refers 
to p. 188 of this volume, where reference is made to this letter in another letter from Sproat dated July 28, 1878. Other 
notations include underlining words and noting certain paragraphs on pp. 31 and 32. This letter deals with the powers of 
the IRC with respect to allotting water. [See p. 40, this volume, transmittal letter] 

1 6 Mohun is advised that he will "independently have charge of these surveys ... sending plans &c [etc.] through me, to 
the Departments at Ottawa and in this Province." Reference is made to a letter from "Mr. Meredith" dated April 11, 
1878. This letter is also mentioned in the letter to Powell found on p. 35. The letter is not reproduced in the letterbook. 
[See p. 43, this volume] 

1 7 See note from Blenkinsop, p. 73, this volume. 

1 8 Sproat outlines generally the planned itinerary of the surveyors for the coming season. [See p. 415 [1], this volume] 

1 9 Sproat describes these Indians as the Indians of Jervis Inlet. 

2 0 Interestingly, this letter commences in one handwriting and ends in another. 

2 1 See p. 128, this volume. 

22 Sproat elaborates upon the provincial position with respect to the finality of his allotments and how they wish to limit 
him to the Yale District. Sproat notes that the Yale District is "nearly the whole southern interior of the mainland," 
however, when he goes to other districts he must have similar power (p. 52), In Sproat's opinion, "[t]he whole question 
is largely one of procedure and detail, and in this case, it comes down to a Commissioner sitting on a box with a hundred 
or more of eager, suspicious, acute Indians before him." (p. 52) 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

04 29 1878 Kamloops 22 3 Kamloops Sproat Letter 54 

04 29 1878 Survey General Sproat24 Letter [w/encl] 54 

04 29 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 55 

04 29 1878 Sproat Letter 55 

04 30 1878 Blenkinsop25 Letter 55-56, 57 

04 30 1878 Sproat Letter 56 

04 30 1878 Blenkinsop Letter 57 

04 30 1878 Blenkinsop Letter 58 

05 04 1878 Goldstream 13 Tsawout et al/ 
Saanich 

Sproat Letter [w/encl] 58-60 

05 04 1878 Goldstream 1326 Tsawout et al/ 
Saanich 

Sproat Letter 59-60 

05 01 1878 Sproat Letter 60 

05 02 1878 Osoyoos Sproat27 Letter [cancelled] 60-61 

05 04 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter [w/encl] 62-63,74 

05 04 1878 Fishery Esquimalt Sproat28 Letter 64 

05 04 1878 Esquimalt Sproat Letter [w/encl] 65-66 

05 02 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 67 

05 06 1878 Similkameen/ 
Keremeos 

Sproat29 Letter 68 

05 06 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter [w/encl] 68-72 

05 04 1878 Okanagan 130 Okanagan Sproat Letter 70-72 

2 2 This letter deals with more issues related to Bartlett Newman's pre-emption. Reference is made to promises made by 
the JIRC. [See vl. 2, pp. 117-123; vl. 3, pp. 164-66] 

2 4 Sproat encloses for Powell a letter to the Supt. General, written, Sproat states, at Mohun's request, on the subject of 
money required for surveys. The letter follows on p. 55. 

2 5 The lists referred to in the letter are found on p. 57. 

26 This reserve was a fishery and is currently held in common by the Tsawout, Tseycum, Tsartlip, Malahat and 
Pauquachin Indians. In this letter to the CCLW, Sproat opposes a pre-emption. He also makes mention of the work of 
the JIRC at Saanich in March 1877. [See p. 62, this volume; vl. 3, pp. 114-118] 

2 7 Sproat anticipates proceeding with work at Osoyoos, where, he notes, he will be "nearly 200 miles from a Telegraphic 
office and 70 or 80 miles from a Post office." (p. 60) He also identifies the team which accompanies him in the field: a 
cook, an interpreter, Mr. Blenkinsop [secretary] and Mr. Mohun [surveyor]. 

28 Sproat notes the "agreements" between the Hudson's Bay Co., acting on behalf of the Crown [i.e. Douglas Treaties], 
with the Beecher Bay, Sooke, "Victoria" [i.e. Songhees], Saanich, Nanaimo and Fort Rupert Indians with respect to their 
fishing rights, [See pp. 72-73, this volume] 

2 9 There is a marginal notation initialled by Sproat which indicates that this letter was "Answered in Conversation." 

3 0 This letter concerns the issue of the O'Keefe land at the head of Okanagan Lake. Interestingly, Sproat states that, "the 
Indian Chief acts both at Okanagan and at Nicola..." No name is given. 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

05 06 1878 Cowichan Sproat31 Letter [w/encl] 72-73 

05 06 1878 Chemainus Sproat Letter 72-73 

05 06 1878 Fishery General Sproat Letter 72-73 

05 09 1878 Sproat Letter [cancelled] 74 

05 06 1878 Sproat32 Letter 75-79 

05 06 1878 Williams Lake Sproat Letter [w/encl] 80-81 

05 06 1878 General33 Sproat Letter 81-83 

05 07 1878 Cowichan Sproat Letter 84-85 

05 06 1878 Similkameen/ 
Keremeos 

Sproat Letter 86 

05 06 1878 Williams Lake Sproat Letter [w/encl]34 87-88 

05 07 1878 Cowichan Sproat Letter [w/encl]35 88 

05 08 1878 Neskainlith JIRC Letter 89 

05 08 1878 Adams Lake JIRC Letter 89 

05 07 1878 Okanagan JIRC Letter 90 

05 10 1878 Sproat Memorandum36 90 

05 08 1878 North Thompson, 
Kamloops, et al 

JIRC37 Letter & 
M.O.D. [copy] 

89,91-107 

07 00 1877 JIRC Authority 93 

07 05 1877 Commonage North Thompson & 
Canoe Lake 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 93 

3 1 Sproat touches upon issues related to the Douglas Treaties. Sproat states he encloses a letter he wrote to Powell on 
May 4, 1878. This may be the letter found at p. 64, this volume. 

3 2 Sproat reviews the work required of himself as IRC. He also reviews the past timetable of work of the JIRC, 
comparing work in the field and work at Victoria: 303 days in Victoria; 329 days in the field. [See p. 77, this volume] 

3 3 Sproat deals with the issue of the land question, i.e. the allotment of reserves. Sproat mentions issues as Okanagan 
(O'Keefe) and that "the Nicola Chief is the acting Chief at Okanagan." (p. 82) He also refers to a meeting at Okanagan 
Lake with an Indian Chief from Idaho and references to Douglas at Douglas Lake. 

3 4 Sproat states that he is enclosing his letter to the Provincial Secretary of "this date." Sproat wrote two letters on this 
date to the Provincial Secretary. Both letters make reference to matters in the Williams Lake area. Father McGuckin's 
letter is not found in this volume. [See pp. 81-83, 86, this volume] 

3 5 The letter enclosed is found at pp. 84-85, this volume. 

3 6 This is a reference to a letter from Sproat to the SGIA, enclosing letter received from missionary John Booth Good. 

3 7 The letterbook contains copies of the various covering letters which enclosed the JIRC Minutes of decision. This 
includes the letter to the CCLW, which is stated to have enclosed the Minutes of Decision of the JIRC for the reserves 
set aside by the JIRC "in a portion of the district of Yale, & at Victoria, and Esquimalt." It is noted that the sketches are 
unfinished "owing to open questions." A letter transmitting the M.O.D.'s to the B.C. Indian Superintendent, I.W. Powell 
was sent on the same day, May 8 (p. 91). A comparable letter was sent to the SGIA in Ottawa on May 9 (p. 92). The 
JIRC also provided James Lenihan, the Indian Superintendent of the Fraser District, with Minutes of Decision for his 
agency (p. 91) and, interestingly, Edward Mohun, Surveyor for the JIRC was also provided with a copy (p. 92). The 
letterbook copy of the Minutes of Decision follows the various transmittal letters. The original of the Minutes of 
Decision referred to can be found in volume 3 of the federal collection and binder 2 of the provincial collection. For 
detailed footnotes on the JIRC allotments, see volume 3. [See pp. 91-107, 397[19] this volume; vl. 2, pp. 116-23; vl. 3, 
pp. 150-262; vl. 3, "Third Copy" #3, ILRNo. 1023-1; Provincial Collection, Binder 2, Corr. Nos. 1084/78, 1081/78] 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

07 05 1877 North Thompson 1 North Thompson & 
Canoe Lake38 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 93 

07 05 1877 Nekalliston 2 North Thompson & 
Canoe Lake 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 93-94 

07 05 1877 Barriere River 3 North Thompson, 
Canoe Lake & 
Kamloops39 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 93-94 

07 05 1877 Louis Creek 4 North Thompson, 
Canoe Lake & 
Kamloops 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 94 

07 05 1877 Canoe Lake40 North Thompson & 
Canoe Lake 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 94 

07 29 1877 Kamloops 1 Kamloops JIRC M.O.D. [copy]41 94 

07 29 1877 Kamloops 242 Kamloops JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 94 

07 29 1877 Kamloops 3 Kamloops JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 94 

07 29 1877 Kamloops 443 Kamloops JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 94 

07 29 1877 Kamloops 544 Kamloops JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 94 

07 28 1877 Skeetchestn45 Deadman's Creek JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 95 

08 13 1877 Neskonlith 1 Neskainlith46 JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 95-96 

08 13 1877 Neskonlith 2 Neskainlith JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 96 

3 8 Although "Canoe Lake" is specifically identified by the JIRC, it is not known where it would appear mat the "Canoe 
Lake" Indians are part of the North Thompson group which lived at Canoe Lake. The North Thompson Indians are 
currently known as Simpcw First Nation. [See vl. 3, pp. 150-262, "Third Copy" #3, ILR #1023-1; 1943 Schedule, p. 30; 
NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 65, 82, 92; CLSRBC 136] 

3 9 This reserve and Louis Creek 4 are allotted by the JIRC for the North Thompson, Canoe Lake and Kamloops Indians. 
These two reserves are currently held exclusively by the North Thompson Indians. [See vl. 3, pp. 158-60; 1943 
Schedule, 31; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 65] 

4 0 The JIRC allot a reserve at the "old Indian settlement at Canoe Lake", but acknowledge they had not been able to visit 
the area and that the "exact boundaries must be hereafter defined." The exact location of this settlement is not known. 
[See vl. 3, pp. 5, 160] 

4 1 The JIRC exclude an area on St. Paul's Creek known as "Schiedam Ranch". [See vl. 3, pp. 162-165; Provincial 
Collection, Binder 3, Corres. Nos. 368/79, 369/79] 

4 2 See pp. 54, 136, 158-61, this volume; 1943 Schedule, p. 29; CLSRBC 235; Provincial Collection, Binder 3, Corres. 
Nos. 368/79, 369/79. 

4 3 See vl. 3, p. 164; 1943 Schedule, p. 30; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 49. 

4 4 See vl. 3, pp. 164-66; 1943 Schedule, p. 30; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 49; CLSRBC 235; Provincial Collection, 
Binder 3, Corr. Nos. 368/79, 369/79. 

4 5 These Indians and the reserve are currently identified as Skeetchestn; both were formerly known as Deadman's Creek. 
[See vl. 3, pp. 168-72; 1943 Schedule, p. 28; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 65, 83] 

46 This group is identified by the JIRC as "South Thompson or Niskahnilth Indians". Neskonlith has also been spelled, 
Neskainlith. The current spelling is Neskonlith for both the reserves and the Indian group. [See vl. 3, pp. 174-78; 1943 
Schedule, p. 30; NRCan Schedule (2005), pp. 60, 92; Yellow Book, p. 105, item Q (1); 1875 Dominion Reserve 
Schedule, p. 103, item 73] 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

08 13 1877 Switsemalph 34 7 Neskainlith 
Little Shuswap Lake 
Adams Lake 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 96 

08 13 1877 Hustalen 148 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 96-97 

08 13 1877 Squeam 249 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 97 

08 13 1877 Toops 3 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 97 

08 13 1877 Sahhaltkum 450 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 97 

08 13 1877 Stequmwhulpa 551 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 97 

08 13 1877 Switsemalph 6 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 97 

08 13 1877 Switsemalph 75 2 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 97 

08 14 1877 Quaaout 153 Little Shuswap Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 98 

08 14 1877 Chum Creek 254 Little Shuswap Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 98 

08 14 1877 Meadow Creek 3 Little Shuswap Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 98 

08 14 1877 Scotch Creek 4 Little Shuswap Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 98 

08 16 1877 Switsemalph 355 Neskainlith 
Little Shuswap Lake 
Adams Lake 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 98,99 

08 16 1877 Switsemalph 6 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 99 

08 16 1877 Switsemalph 75 6 Adams Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 99 

08 16 1877 North Bay 557 Little Shuswap Lake JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 99 

4 7 Reference is made to this reserve after the Minutes of decision for Niskonlith 1 and Niskonlith 2. [See p. 99, this 
volume; vl. 3, pp. 180, 198-200, 202-04] 

4 8 See vl. 3, pp. 184-86; 1943 Schedule, p. 26; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 39; PILQ, p. 105; CLSRBC 221; CLSRBC 
7025. 

4 9 See vl. 3, p. 186; 1943 Schedule, p. 26. 

5 0 This original allotment excluded 320 acres owned by a settler named Walker. [See vl. 3, pp. 186-88; vl. 16/1, p. 7; 
1943 Schedule, p. 26] 

5 1 This reserve was also known as Adams Lake 5. It is described by the JIRC as "a strip of timber land". [See vl. 3, pp. 
188-90; vl. 16/1, p. 9; 1943 Schedule, p. 26; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 39; CLSRBC 3] 

5 2 This reserve and Switsemalph 6 comprise the remainder of the reserve allotted in common by the JIRC to the 
Neskonlith, Adams Lake and Little Shuswap Lake Indians. 

5 3 See pp. 190, 198-200, 202-204, this volume; vl. 3, pp. 194-96; CLSRBC 221; CLSRBC 7025; CLSRTBC 192; 
CLSRTBC 7; PILQ, p. 105, Item Q(2); 1875 Dominion Schedule, p. 103. 

5 4 The JIRC identify a "Jim's Creek", this is currently known as Chum Creek. 

55 See vl. 3, pp. 202-04; vl. 16/1, pp. 11-12; CLSR 7025; NTS sheet 82L/11; 1943 Schedule, pp. 26, 27, 30. 

5 6 See vl. 3, pp. 190,202-04. 

5 7 The 1943 Schedule erroneously cites the date of allotment as August 14, 1877 when it should be August 16, 1877. The 
description of this would seem to be oriented incorrectly. Marginal notations in volume 3 indicate this error. [See vl. 3, 
pp. 204-06; vl. 16/1, p. 11; 1943 Schedule, p. 32; CLSRTBC 7] 
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09 03 1877 Salmon River I Spallumcheen58 JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 100 

09 03 1877 Enderby 259 Spallumcheen JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 100 

09 03 1877 Graveyard60 Spallumcheen JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 100 

09 03 1877 Eagle Pass61 Spallumcheen JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 100 

10 15 1877 Okanagan 1 Okanagan62 JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 100-01 

10 15 1877 Otter Lake 263 Okanagan JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101 

10 15 1877 Harris 36 4 Okanagan JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101 

10 15 1877 Swan Lake 46 5 Okanagan JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101 

10 15 1877 Long Lake 566 Okanagan JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101 

10 15 1877 Priest's Valley 667 Okanagan JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101 

10 15 1877 Duck Lake 768 Okanagan JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101 

5 8 Identified by the JIRC as "Spellumcheen". The township and section numbers cited in the Minute of decision are old 
numbers. The 1943 Schedule cites the current township numbers. [See vl. 3, p. 208; vl. 16/1, p. 13; 1943 Schedule, p. 
115, NRCan Schedule (2005) pp. 66-67, 97; CLSRBC 7041] 

5 9 This allotment excluded the land of two settlers. The description begins with "T. 35 ..." and includes the next 
paragraph commencing "T 38 ..." The cardinal points in the description are incorrect [See vl. 3, pp. 208-10; NTS sheet 
82L/11; CLSRBC 216] 

6 0 This graveyard was a reserve, but this reserve was, apparently, cancelled. The 1943 Schedule incorrectly cites the 
date of allotment as 11 August 1893 and it incorrectly cites the date of survey as 1901. The original survey was by 
Mohun in 1881. [See vl. 3, p. 210; 1943 Schedule, p. 115; CLSRBC 216] 

6 1 This reserve was not allowed by the provincial government as the provincial government had sold the land to a settler 
named Byrnes. An alternate reserve, named Sicamous 3, was allotted to the Spallumcheen Indians in 1893 by Peter 
O'Reilly. There is a marginal notation in volume 3, in pencil in the original, which notes that this reserve was cancelled. 
The 1943 Schedule incorrectly states that the current Sicamous 3 was allotted by the JIRC in 1893. [See vl. 3, p. 210; vl. 
14, pp. 202-05, 189-89a, 303a-304, 307a, 311, 314; vl. 15, pp. 28-30, 33, 44; 1943 Schedule, p. 115; CLSRBC 216; 
CLSRBC 221; CLSRBC 7025] 

6 2 The JIRC identify the Indians as "Indians head of Okanagan Lake". [See vl. 3, p. 216; 1943 Schedule, p. 108; 
CLSRBC 7041] 

6 3 Otter Lake was originally known as Spellumcheen Lake. This description begins "T7, all that portion..." [See 
CLSRBC 7041] 

6 4 The description for this reserve is found at the end of the paragraph commencing "T7 ..." it consists of the statement 
"... also the south west quarter of S13." 

6 5 The description for this reserve begins "T8, a small piece of land..." This reserve was cut-off by McKenna-McBride 
November 18, 1913; the cut-off was settled in October 1983. [See 1943 Schedule, p. 108; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 
61; CLSRBC 7041] 

6 6 The description for this reserve begins "T9, a portion of S22 on the shore ..." Long Lake is currently known as 
Kalamalka Lake. This reserve was cut-off by McKenna-McBride. [See vl. 3, p. 218; 1943 Schedule, p. 108; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), p. 61] 

6 7 The description for this reserve begins "T9, a portion of S30 ..." 

6 8 The description for this reserve is found in the paragraphs commencing "T20 ..." and "T23 ..." 
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10 15 1877 Mission Creek 869 Westbank/ 
Okanagan 

JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101 

10 15 1877 Okanagan Commonage Okanagan70 JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 101-02 

10 15 1877 Okanagan 171 Okanagan JIRC Note [copy] 103 

11 24 1877 Penticton 172 Penticton JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 103 

11 24 1877 Nicola Prairie 373 Penticton JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 103 

11 24 1877 Penticton 274 Penticton JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 104 

11 16 1877 Osoyoos 175 Osoyoos JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 105,105a-c 

11 16 1877 Dog Lake 276 Osoyoos JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 105 

05 04 1878 Songhees 177 Songhees JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 105-06 

05 04 1878 Halkett Island 278 Songhees JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 106 

05 04 1878 Discovery Island 3 Songhees JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 106 

05 04 1878 Chatham Island 4 Songhees JIRC M.O.D. [copy] 106 

05 04 1878 Esquimalt 1 Esquimalt JIRC79 M.O.D. [copy] 106 

6 9 The description for this reserve commences "T26, ..." This reserve was also known as Tsinstikeptum 8. [See vl. 3, 
pp. 220-22; 1943 Schedule, p. 108; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 74] 

7 0 This commonage was not confirmed as a reserve. [See vl. 3, pp. 222-28; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 61] 

7 1 In a note, the Commissioners address the issue of the O'Keefe pre-emption, which ultimately became part of 
Okanagan 1. 

7 2 The original of this Minute of decision has not been located. In addition to this copy, there is a copy in "Third Copy" 
No. 3 at the end of volume 3. The heading for this section is: "Okanagan Lake, Okanagan River and Dog Lake, 
Penticton Indians." This reserve was cut-off by McKenna-McBride November 21, 1913. This cut-off was settled in 
March, 1982. [See "Third Copy" No. 3, pp. 46-47; vl. 16/1, p. 22; vl. 13, pp. 21-36; vl. 14, p. 131; 1943 Schedule, p. 
110] 

7 3 See vl. 3, p. 238; 1943 Schedule, p. 111; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 62. 

7 4 This reserve was ultimately reduced by O'Reilly in 1893 as a result of claims to the land by a settler named Ellis, cut-
off by McKenna-McBride in 1913 and re-instated in 1982. [See vl. 3, pp. 238-40; vl. 13, pp. 21-35; vl. 14, p. 131; vl. 
16/3, p. 135; 1943 Schedule p. 111; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 62] 

7 5 The date "16th and 21st November 1877" is given as the date of decision. This page contains the error in township 
identification; rather than reading 50 and 51, it reads 5 and 6. Unlike the original, the Roman numerals L and LI have 
not been added. In the Letterbook the numbers 50 and 51 have been placed in as corrections and three pages entitled 
"Erratum," signed by Anderson and McKinlay, have been inserted. This original allotment differs from the current shape 
of the reserve. [See vl. 2, pp. 152-161, esp. pp. 154, 160; vl. 3, pp. 21, 248, 250-52; 1943 Schedule, p. 109; NRCan 
Schedule (2005), p. 62; CLSRBC 232; Provincial Collection, Binder 8, Corr. No. 2998/84] 

76 See pp. 21-23, this volume; vl. 3, pp. 248-50; 1943 Schedule, p. 110; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 62. 

7 7 This section is entitled "Victoria Superintendency, Victoria District, Songish Indians." It is worth noting that many 
places which now form part of the city of Victoria were included within the boundaries of the original Songhees 1 
allotment, including Point Ellice, where Peter O'Reilly had his home. This reserve was ultimately exchanged for New 
Songhees 1. [See vl. 3, p. 254; PILQ, pp. 5-11; CLSRBC 224] 

7 8 See vl. 3, p. 256; 1943 Schedule, p. 23; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 66; 1913 Schedule of Reserves, p. 63. 

7 9 This reserve was originally surveyed in 1866. [See vl. 3, pp. 258-62; 1913 Schedule of Reserves, p. 61; 1943 
Schedule, p. 20; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 45] 
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05 13 1878 Williams Lake Sproat Letter [w/encl]80 107 

05 13 1878 Soda Creek Sproat Letter [w/encl] 107 

05 13 1878 Sproat Letter [Private] 108 

05 13 1878 Williams Lake Sproat Letter 109 

05 13 1878 Soda Creek Sproat Letter 109 

05 13 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl]81 110 

05 13 1878 Sproat82 Letter 111 

05 18 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl]83 112-113 

05 18 1878 Cheam 1 Cheam Sproat Letter 113 

05 18 1878 Temporary Res.84 Unknown Sproat Letter 113 

05 18 1878 Temporary Res.85 Yale Sproat Letter 113 

05 18 1878 Temporary Res.86 Yale Sproat Letter 113 

05 20 1878 Spuzzum Sproat87 Letter 114-16 

05 19 1878 Douglas Lake 
Commonage 

Upper Nicola Sproat88 Letter 117-18 

05 21 1878 Sproat Letter 119-20 

8 0 Sproat encloses a letter from Rev. McGuckin regarding the "disaffection" of the Indians at Soda Creek and Williams 
Lake. McGuckin's letter is not included in the letterbook. [See pp. 87-88, this volume] 

8 1 Sproat encloses correspondence between himself and Father McGuckin. Sproat's correspondence is noted above. 
McGuckin's is not included in the letterbook. 

8 2 Sproat notes that the Provincial Government have not published the Report of the work of the Commissioners for the 
"last year and the public being ignorant of the Indian Land question, get their information from silly newspaper 
comments." Sproat advises the SGIA that he intends to publish an extract of the JIRC's work, although he does not 
specify where or in which "silly newspaper." 

8 3 The enclosed letter follows. As does the "list" referred to in the enclosed letter. Sproat identifies areas which he 
believes should be withheld from pre-emption. 

8 4 Sproat's description is very problematic. He states the land he wishes set aside is on the "left bank" of the Fraser. It 
is not possible to ascertain where "Mariaville Island" is located. Sproat refers to Scowlitz, but Scowlitz is on the right 
bank. There are reserves attributed to numerous Indian bands on both sides of the river between Hope and Scowlitz. 

8 5 Sproat identifies the area as being from "Gordon's Ranch (11/2 miles below Yale) to American Bar with a width of 
two miles back from the river" on the right bank of the Fraser. This is a very large area. Within this area there are 
currently numerous reserves all attributed to the Yale Indians. [See NTS sheets 92H/11, 92H/6] 

8 6 Sproat's description puts this temporary reserve on both sides of the Fraser River, This area, as described, was not 
confirmed as a reserve, however, there are numerous reserves attributed to the Yale Indians in the area identified. 

8 7 Interestingly, Sproat states that the Indians are kept advised of his movements through Mr. Lenihan, the 
Superintendent of the Fraser River Superintendency (p. 114). In addition to noting that he has met with the Spuzzum, 
"Lower Fraser" and "Upper Fraser" Indians, Sproat indicates that he has met, or intends to meet, with the Yale, Hope 
and Cheam Indians (p. 115). 

8 8 No specific reserve is identified. Although it seems most likely that it is the Douglas Lake Commonage being 
discussed. Sproat remarks at the end of the letter that he is "in agony from neuralgia." 
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05 21 1878 Sproat89 Letter 119-20 

05 21 1878 Sproat Letter 120-21 

05 22 1878 Spuzzum 190 Spuzzum Sproat Letter 121-23 

05 25 1878 Fishery Boston Bar91 Sproat Letter 123-25 

05 25 1878 Fishery General Sproat92 Letter 123-25 

05 25 1878 Austin's Flat 3 Boston Bar Sproat Letter 123-25 

05 25 1878 Skuet 693 Spuzzum Sproat Letter [w/encl] 125-27 

05 27 1878 Sproat Letter 129 

05 27 1878 Sproat Letter 129-30 

05 27 1878 Sproat Letter [cancelled] 130 

05 30 1878 Spuzzum Sproat94 Letter 131-34 

05 30 1878 Boston Bar Sproat Letter 131-34 

05 30 1878 Kamloops Sproat Letter 131-34 

05 30 1878 Okanagan Sproat Letter 131-34 

05 30 1878 Survey Kamloops Sproat Letter 134 

05 30 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 135-36 

05 30 1878 Survey Okanagan Sproat Letter 135-36 

05 30 1878 Kamloops 2 Kamloops95 Sproat Letter 135-36 

8 9 Sproat requests that the land at the "northern boundary at Sam Postman on Posman's claim" be kept open (p. 120). 
Unfortunately, it is not possible to locate this land based upon Sproat's description. It would appear to be on the Fraser 
somewhere between Georgia Strait and Mission. 

9 0 Sproat discusses Mr. Biesta's pre-emption. This pre-emption is ultimately cancelled and the land is encompassed 
within Spuzzum 1. [See pp. 145-47, this volume; vl. 4/1, p. 2-6, especially p. 4; vl. 10, p. 95] 

9 1 See vl. 4/2, pp. 17-18. 

9 2 Sproat states that he does not intend to mark off Indian fishing places along the Fraser, "except at a few frequented 
spots..." (p. 124). He also states that he will not define the boundaries of the fishery at 19 Mile Post, the location of the 
receiver of the letter, a settler whose name appears to be Mr. John Marcello. 

9 3 This letter deals with the land of the Indian woman named "Cow-ki-noe." The location of the land is oriented to the 
location of the old Alexandria Bridge. The current Alexandria Bridge is not where the old Alexandria Bridge was 
located. This, combined with description makes the land difficult to locate, however, the issue of this land is dealt with 
not only by Sproat, but also by O'Reilly. Ultimately, O'Reilly states that the land is included within Skuet 6, which he 
misleadingly identifies as the "No. 2" reserve in his field minute and Minute of decision; and it is confirmed as a reserve 
on April 26, 1884. [See pp. 121-23, this volume; vl. 4/2, pp. 15-16; vl. 10, pp. 91-97, esp. pp. 92-93, 95-96; CLSRBC 
150] 

9 4 Sproat states that since leaving Yale he has "dealt with the land questions of between 500 and 600 Indians who have 
saved much trouble by stating their wishes, and then leaving the adjustment fully in my hands." (p. 131) Sproat also 
states that white men first came to B.C. in 1858 and that it was 12 years, that is 1870, before any Indian reserves were set 
aside. Further, it is presumed that the "Chief Joseph" referred to (p. 132) is the same individual identified in earlier 
correspondence. 

9 5 At the end of this letter, Sproat makes reference to "the matter of B. Newman's fishery." (p. 136) It appears that an 
attempt to negotiate with the Indians to settle for $50.00 in lieu of a fishery would require the written authorization of 
the CCLW. Sproat remarks, "I shall much regret to see a fishery there, but I have given the Prov: Gov: [sic] every 
chance of protecting Mr. Newman..." [See p. 94, 158-61 this volume; NTS Sheet 921/8] 
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05 30 1878 Okanagan Sproat Letter 136-37 

05 31 1878 Neskonlith 1 Neskainlith Sproat Letter 138-39 

05 31 1878 Kamloops Sproat Letter 138-39 

05 31 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 138-39 

05 27 1878 Boston Bar Sproat Memorandum96 139 

06 02 1878 Sproat Letter 140 

06 03 1878 Kopchitchin 29 7 Boston Bar Sproat Letter [w/encl] 140-41 

06 03 1878 Sproat Letter 142 

06 03 1878 Lytton Sproat Letter 142-44 

06 03 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 142-44 

06 01 1878 Boston Bar Sproat Letter 144 

06 01 1878 Spuzzum Sproat Letter 144 

06 02 1878 Sproat Letter 145 

06 04 1878 Spuzzum 1 Spuzzum Sproat Letter [w/encl] 145-46 

06 04 1878 Spuzzum 198 Spuzzum Sproat Letter [w/encl] 146-47 

06 05 1878 Sproat Letter 148 

06 05 1878 Sproat Letter 148 

06 05 1878 Boston Bar Sproat Letter 148-49 

06 05 1878 Boston Bar Sproat Sketch99 149 

06 05 1878 Swan Lake 4 Okanagan Sproat Letter [w/encl] 149 

06 04 1878 Sproat Letter 149-50 

06 05 1878 Sproat Letter 150 

06 07 1878 Spallumcheen100 Sproat Letter [Private 
w/encl] 

150-51 

9 6 See "cancelled" letter p. 130. 

9 7 Enclosure not copied into letterbook. Sproat addresses this letter to O'Reilly. Sproat states that it is his belief that 
O'Reilly allotted the Kopchitchin ("Chopah-shits-in") reserve in 1870 and Sproat requires some clarification regarding 
Chinese miners in the area. This reserve is identified in the 1871 list prepared by B.C. [See p. 185, this volume; PILQ, 
p. 105, item M(8)] 

9 8 Sproat requests that Mr. Biesta's pre-emption be cancelled as the land he has pre-empted was an Indian settlement. 
This land, identified here as "Shwimp" is within Spuzzum 1. [See CLSRBC 150] 

9 9 The sketch included by Sproat is confusing. Although he orients the land next to Scuzzy River, the shape of the land 
is much further upstream. While the area is within land used by the Boston Bar Indians, it is difficult to determine if 
Sproat is referring to the area at Scaucy 5 or Shyrpttahooks 7. [See vl. 6, p. 32; NTS sheet 92H or 92H/14] 

1 0 0 Sproat makes reference to "Nelson Valley." No such place could be located in the Gazetteer. Sproat also refers to 
going to the Spallumcheen to deal with the Indian reserves there, thus Spallumcheen has been used as a reference in this 
instance. 
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06 12 1878 Sproat Letter101 151 

06 12 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 151-52 

06 12 1878 Sho-ook 51 0 2 Boothroyd Sproat Letter 152 

06 12 1878 Sproat103 Letter 152-54 

06 12 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 152-54 

06 12 1878 Survey Kamloops Sproat Letter 153-54 

06 12 1878 Survey Kamloops104 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 154-56 

06 12 1878 Kamloops Sproat Sketch 155 

06 12 1878 Kamloops 1 Kamloops Sproat M.O.D. [copy] 155 

06 12 1878 Kamloops 4105 Kamloops Sproat M.O.D. [copy] 155 

06 12 1878 Fishery106 Kamloops Sproat M.O.D. [copy] 156 

06 12 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter 156-58 

06 12 1878 Survey Okanagan Sproat107 Letter 156-58 

06 12 1878 Kamloops 2 Kamloops Sproat108 Letter 158-61 

06 12 1878 Survey Kamloops Sproat Letter 158-61 

1 0 1 Sproat states that he has found the Indians "quite disposed ... to assist in the adjustment of their land question. // In 
all cases they have left the matter in my hands after having stated fully their own views. I have in the last 3 weeks dealt 
with 1500 Indians and land off 30 Reserves." 

1 0 2 Although not specifically identified, the area Sproat delineates ultimately is reserved as Sho-ook 5 for the Boothroyd 
Indians, subject to the claims of the setters. Sproat reiterates for the CCLW that he has allotted 30 reserves "(some of 
them old)" and met with 1500 Indians in the last three weeks. Sho-ook reserve is identified as an "old reserve." [See vl. 
6, pp. 42-44; PILQ, p. 105, Item M(3)] 

1 0 3 Sproat deals with numerous issues in this report to the SGIA. Among them, he notes that Blenkinsop continues to 
take a "careful census" of the Indians (p. 154). Sproat also notes that his position regarding the three man Commission 
has "undergone some modification." From what he has been able to learn during his brief time as sole Commissioner, 
Sproat states that the Indians did not "appreciate" the three man Commission. "It was too complex for them to 
understand" and the Indians had some doubts about "some of the gentlemen." This resulted in the Indians "argue among 
themselves, and prefer larger demands and withhold confidences to some extent." (p. 154) 

1 0 4 Sproat's enclosures are Minutes of decision and sketches, some missing, related to the Kamloops reserves. 
Interestingly, he dates his Minutes of decision June 12, 1878. No originals have been located of these Minutes. 

1 0 5 The size of the reserve described by Sproat does not concur with the current size of Kamloops 4, however, this is the 
timber reserve assigned to the Kamloops Indians. [See vl. 3, p. 164; 1943 Schedule, p. 30] 

1 0 6 Sproat refers to a fishing station. Unfortunately, the sketch to which Sproat refers was removed from the original 
letterbook and Sproat's description is somewhat confusing. In all likelihood, given the size and context, this is a 
reference to the Paul's lake extension of Kamloops 1, but it is difficult to be certain. 

1 0 7 It is in this letter that Sproat intimates that the survey of Okanagan 1 should include the O'Keefe pre-emption. 
Interestingly, since O'Keefe is threatening to use force to prevent the survey, Sproat advises Mohun to inform Jemmett 
that he will have to make due without the Indians who would normally make up his crew (p. 157). 

108 In discussing the survey to be undertaken, Sproat refers to a Mr. Campbell of Cache Creek. In this paragraph, Sproat 
states, "but I forget whether it is Newman's or Trapp and McDonalds (where 1 induced the Indians (do not forget) to 
abandon two fisheries leaving only Mr. Bartlett Newmans [sic]) - ..." (p. 159) He goes on to state, "[t]he Indians may 
wish for some of the low ground immediately at the fishery, but this Mr. Newman requires for cultivation, and I have to 
give the Indians a fishery there, not arable land, but only an enclosure as above stated." [emphasis in original] (pp. 159-
60) 
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06 12 1878 Kamloops 2 Kamloops Sproat Sketch 160 

06 12 1878 Kamloops 2 Kamloops Sproat Sketch 161 

06 12 1878 Kamloops 1109 Kamloops Sproat Letter 161 

06 18 1878 Lytton Sproat Letter 161-62 

06 19 1878 Sproat Letter[s]110 163-64 

06 22 1878 Blenkinsop Letter [w/encl] 164 

06 22 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Blenkinsop Letter [w/encl] 164 

06 22 1878 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter 165 

06 23 1878 Bonaparte Sproat Letter 166 

06 27 1878 Sproat Telegram [copy] 167 

06 27 1878 Survey General Sproat Telegram [copy] 167 

06 29 1878 Various Sproat111 Letter 167-68 

06 29 1878 Swan Lake 41 1 2 Okanagan Sproat Letter [w/encl] 168 

07 01 1878 Sproat113 Letter 168-69 

07 01 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Sproat Letter 169-70 

07 01 1878 Fishery114 Yale Sproat Letter [w/encl] 170-71 

07 01 1878 Sproat Letter 172 

07 10 1878 Kanaka Bar 2 Kanaka Flat115 Sproat Letter 172-74 

07 10 1878 Bucktum4116 Boston Bar Sproat Letter 174 

07 10 1878 Bucktum 4 Boston Bar Sproat Sketch 174 

07 10 1878 Kopchitchin 2 Boston Bar Sproat Sketch 174 

1 0 9 This is a very brief letter addressed to a Mr. Harper. Although the letter is addressed to Mr. Harper at Clinton, it 
would seem that the area referred to is land he held at Kamloops. 

1 1 0 There are four letters, all of the same date, all dealing with the expenses of the Commission. 

1 1 1 Sproat states that he "had previously reserved all the land & water, not legally held, for 10 miles up and down the 
Fraser from Lytton and for 5 miles up the Thompson with a width of 5 miles back from the banks, pending an enquiry 
into the settlement of the Indian land and water question in this locality ..." (p. 167). This is a very large area 
encompassing the lands of various Indian groups. [See vl. 4/2, pp. 44-47] 

1 1 2 Sproat states he is enclosing a letter and sketch from Thos. Greenhow dated June 15, 1878 in regard to land allotted 
by the JIRC at Okanagan. The enclosures Sproat refers to are not included in the Letterbook. [See p. 175 this volume; vl. 
3, pp. 216-18, 228-30; CLSR 7041] 

1 1 3 Sproat writes to three settlers in the South Thompson area regarding cutting timber. 

1 1 4 Sproat touches upon his ability to allot lands along the lower Fraser. He specifically refers to fisheries issues. 

115 This group is currently known as Kanaka Bar. In this letter, Sproat deals with water issues. He describes the area 
under discussion as an "old Indian settlement" which was marked out by the Royal Engineers. The area that Sproat 
appears to be referring is included within Kanaka Bar 2. Mr. Hautier's claim is excluded from the reserve. This area, 
Lot 4, Gr. 1, is currently surrounded by Kanaka Bar 1A and Kanaka Bar 2. [See vl. 4/4, pp. 6-13; vl. 6, pp. 57-59; vl. 18, 
pp. 404-05; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 86; CLSRBC 7; MPS 666; NTS Sheet 921/4] 

1 1 6 Sproat identifies the area discussed as being at Butcher Flat. This is an alternate name to Bucktum 4, as is Im-buck-
tum. [See vl. 4-2, pp. 40-43; vl. 6, pp. 28-32; vl. 18, pp. 372-75; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 41] 
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07 14 1878 Swan Lake 4 Okanagan Sproat Letter 175 

07 15 1878 Lytton Sproat117 Letter 175-76 

07 15 1878 Inkluckcheen 21 Lytton Sproat Letter 176 

07 16 1878 Sproat Letter 177 

07 16 1878 Sproat Letter 178 

07 17 1878 Sproat Letter 178-80 

07 17 1878 Okanagan Sproat Letter 178 

07 17 1787 Klahoose Sproat Letter 180 

07 17 1878 Sproat Letter 180-81 

07 17 1878 Lytton Sproat118 Letter 182-84 

07 17 1878 Spuzzum Sproat Letter 182 

07 04 1878 Neklakapamuk119 Sproat Memorandum 184 

07 21 1878 Sproat Letter 184 

07 21 1878 Sproat Letter 185 

07 24 1878 Lytton Sproat120 Letter [w/encl] 185-86 

07 28 1878 Temporary Res. Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall121 

Sproat Letter 186-87 

07 28 1878 Sproat Letter 188 

07 30 1878 High Bar1 2 2 Sproat Letter 188-89 

07 30 1878 Lytton Sproat Letter 189-90 

07 30 1878 Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter 190 

1 1 7 Sproat writes to Henry Maynard Ball, former Stipendiary Magistrate. While the letter is primarily concerned with 
water allotments, Sproat makes reference to a letter from Governor Douglas to Ball, dated October 1, 1859, with respect 
to assigning land reserves to the Lytton Indians. Sproat makes specific reference to Ball's allotment at "In-kluck-cheen." 
This area is subsequently known as Inkluckcheen 21, Lytton Indians. N.B.: The 1859 letter referred to is not found in 
the PILQ. [See PILQ, p. 105, Item L(3); see also multiple references in OBI for vl. 5/2 and vl. 17] 

1 1 8 Sproat states that at this point he has dealt with over 2000 Indians (p. 182) and that before he left Lytton, 15 chiefs 
and over 100 representatives from all the tribes between Yale and Lytton appeared on horseback at his camp without 
notice, carrying their flags to say goodbye. They made speeches and then raised their flags and gave three cheers for the 
Queen (p. 183). Sproat also makes reference to his Lytton field minute. 

1 1 9 Sproat states the "Neklakapamuk tribes [reside] between Spuzzum and Lytton inclusive." Thompson River area. 

1 2 0 Sproat writes to the CCLW stating that he is enclosing his field minute on the land and irrigation affairs of the Lytton 
Sub-group of the "Nekla-kap-a-muk." [See pp. 189-90 this volume; vl. 5/2, pp. 65-113; Provincial Collection, Binder 2, 
Corr. Nos. 1768/78, 1769/78] 

1 2 1 Sproat makes a vague reference to the area. It would appear to correlate to work done with the Indians he identifies 
as Oregon Jack Creek & Cornwall. Sproat further states that there are "263 Indians between Cook's Ferry and Cache 
Creek (without counting the numerous Bonaparte tribe ...)" [See pp. 188-89, 189-90 this volume; 5/3, pp. 13-23, 31-32] 

1 2 2 Sproat states that he has had "several visits from Indian chiefs who live above Clinton..." It is very difficult to 
determine the Indians which Sproat would be referring to. Sproat identifies one of the chiefs as "Steoch-kein" who 
comes from a place Sproat identifies as "May-lah-am-un" (p. 189), however, neither this chief nor this place are 
mentioned in other correspondence. The closest Indian group "above Clinton" would be the High Bar Indians, so that is 
who has been identified in the index. 
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07 29 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter [w/encl] 190-91 

07 29 1878 Survey General 
[Interior] 

Sproat Letter [w/encl] 191-92 

07 29 1878 Survey General 
[Coast] 

Sproat Letter [w/encl] 192 

07 30 1878 Fishery General Sproat123 Letter 193-97 

08 03 1878 Nicomen Sproat Letter [cancelled] 197-200 

08 03 1878 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter [cancelled] 197-200 

08 03 1878 Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter [cancelled] 197-200 

08 03 1878 Bonaparte Sproat Letter [cancelled] 197-200 

08 03 1878 Kumcheen 1 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter [cancelled] 197-200 

08 03 1878 Bonaparte Sproat Letter 200-01 

08 15 1878 Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter124 201-02 

08 15 1878 General Sproat Letter 202-04 

08 15 1878 General Sproat125 Letter 205 

08 15 1878 General Sproat Letter 205-06 

08 15 1878 Sproat Letter 207 

08 15 1878 Okanagan Sproat126 Letter 208-09 

08 15 1878 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter 208-09 

08 15 1878 Bonaparte Sproat Letter 208-09 

08 15 1878 Skeetchestn127 Deadman's Creek Sproat Letter 210 

08 15 1878 Survey Deadman's Creek Sproat Letter 210 

08 15 1878 Lytton Sproat128 Letter [w/encl] 210-11 

08 15 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Sproat Letter 211 

1 2 3 Sproat states "there are two great classes of Indians in this Province, namely, those who live on fish and those who 
live on flesh. ... The whole 30 or 40 thousand Indians in British Columbia are a fish eating people, and to all of them, but 
more especially perhaps to the Interior Indians, the salmon is the principal article of fish diet." (p. 194) 

1 2 4 See p. 215, this volume; vl. 5/3, p. 20. 

1 2 5 Sproat writes about the problem of "drunkenness" amongst the Indians at Bonaparte, Deadman's Creek and Kamloops. 
Interestingly, this letter is "copied twice" into the letterbook. [See pp. 220, 231, 232, 253-54 this volume] 

1 2 6 Interestingly, later in the volume, this letter is partially copied again into the book. [See p. 221, this volume] 

1 2 7 The Deadman's Creek Indians are currently known as Skeetchestn. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 83] 

1 2 8 Sproat encloses "for addition to the appendix of my Lytton Field Minute sent to you 30th July 1878. Copy of my 
letter 15 July 1878 to Cap" H.M. Ball and of his letter to me in reply 29 July 1878." None of the documentation referred 
to has been copied into the letterbook. In discussing the requirements of the Indians, Sproat remarks, "[t]heir state of 
imperfect civilisation [sic] and want of foresight are the reasons why the Crown assumes to act as Trustee for them..." 
(p. 211) [See pp. 244-45, this volume; N.B.: An extract from the Lytton field minute can be found in vl. 5/2 
commencing at p. 65; a complete copy can be found in the Provincial Collection, Binder 2, Corr. Nos. 1768/78, 
1769/78] 
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08 18 1878 Spatsum 11 Cook's Ferry Sproat129 Letter 212 

08 18 1878 Spatsum 11 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter 213 

08 18 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter 214 

08 18 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Blenkinsop Letter 214 

08 21 1878 Temporary Res. Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter 215 

08 21 1878 Survey Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter 215 

08 21 1878 Kamloops 1 Kamloops Sproat130 Letter 216 

08 21 1878 Temporary Res. Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter 217 

08 21 1878 Survey Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter 217 

08 21 1878 Temporary Res, Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Sketch 217 

08 20 1878 Oregon Jack Creek 
& Cornwall 

Sproat Letter 218 

08 28 1878 Kamloops Sproat131 Letter 219 

08 15 1878 Sproat Memo 221 

09 02 1878 Cook's Ferry132 Sproat Letter 223 

09 02 1878 Cook's Ferry Sproat Sketch 223 

08 26 1878 Sproat133 Finan. Statement 
Notes 

223-228 
233-39 

08 26 1878 Survey Kamloops Sproat Finan. Statement 
Notes 

233-34 

09 09 1878 Paul's Basin 2 Coldwater134 Sproat Letter 229 

09 10 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter [w/encl] 229-30 

09 10 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter [w/encl] 231 

1 2 9 Sproat identifies the area as "Indian lands at Spaptsum Flat." He also refers the enclosed copy of his field minute on 
the subject dated July 28, 1878. [See vl. 6, pp. 108-109a] 

1 3 0 Sproat is writing to Mr. Harper at Clinton with respect to the Kamloops reserve. This must be in relation to Mr. 
Harper's ranch in that area. Reference is also made to the Scheidan ranch. 

1 3 1 The date is somewhat difficult to discern, but it would appear to be as cited. 

1 3 2 Sproat does not identify a specific group, however, given what little information there is and the sketch, it is possible 
that this relates to land around Kloklowuck 7 of the Cook's Ferry Indians. 

1 3 3 See p. 265, this volume. 

1 3 4 This letter is directed to a settler named Coultie. Sproat makes reference to an Indian named Paul wishing to attempt 
to grow wheat. Sproat also mentions Chilliheetsa, who is the chief of the Upper Nicola. Based on other 
correspondence, it would appear that the area being referred to is at Coldwater and what possibly ultimately became 
Paul's Basin 2. [See vl. 4/9; vl. 4/10, pp. 5-7] 
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09 12 1878 General Sproat135 Letter [w/encl] 231-32, 
253-54 

08 26 1878 JITRC/ 
Sproat 

Letter 239-40 

08 26 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 240 

08 26 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 240-41 

08 26 1878 Sproat136 Letter [w/encl] 241-42 

08 26 1878 Shackan 111 3 7 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter 243 

08 26 1878 Lytton Sproat Letter 244 

08 26 1878 Inkluckcheen 21 Lytton Sproat Letter 244-45 

08 26 1878 Spatsum 11 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter [private] 245-47 

08 26 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 247 

08 18 1878 Sproat Letter 248-52 

09 03 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 252-53 

09 12 1878 Nicola Mameet 11 3 8 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 254-56 

09 14 1878 Old Zoht Lower Nicola139 Sproat Letter 256 

09 14 1878 Old Zoht Lower Nicola Sproat Sketch 256 

09 14 1878 Nicola Mameet 1 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 257-58 

09 14 1878 Fishery140 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 258-59 

09 14 1878 Pipseul 3 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 258 

09 14 1878 Upper Nicola Sproat141 Letter [w/encl] 259-60 

1 3 5 This letter, which is the enclosure to Sproat's covering letter on p. 231, concludes on p. 253-54. 

1 3 6 Sproat encloses an accounting statement, included in the letterbook. Sproat concludes this letter to the SGIA with the 
statement: "I am without funds -" 

1 3 7 Interestingly, this letter is dated six days after Sproat's field minute. In his field minute Sproat touches upon this 
subject and states "I effected a compromise of this question..." Mr. Duball probably owned Lot 1024. [See vl. 4/6, p. 5¬
9; NTS 92/16] 

1 3 8 Sproat writes to a Thomas Schwartze in the Nicola Valley requesting that Schwartze sign a letter authorizing Sproat's 
settlement of a dispute apparently between Schwartze and the Lower Nicola Indians, who Sproat identifies as "the 
Indians of Na-wetse-us-ti-kun's tribe ..." This is the Lower Nicola Indians. Mr. Schwartze's lot is 129, which is 
completely surrounded by the Nicola Mameet reserve. [See pp. 257-58, this volume; vl. 3, p. 370; vl. 4/9, p. 2] 

1 3 9 Sproat states that he has "laid off a small reserve in township 93 from vacant land..." Sproat provides a small, not 
very helpful sketch. Reference to NTS sheet 92/12 indicates that there is no reserve currently at this point. The NRCan 
schedule indicates that there was a reserve known as "Old Zoht" at this place, but that it was surrendered in 1899 in 
exchange for what the area within Zoht 5. [See vl. 3, p. 304, "Third Copy" No. 4, p. 50; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 55; 
CLSRBC 207; 1943 Schedule p. 102; 1885 Schedule, p. 396; 1902 Schedule p. 57; CLSR ATBC 266] 

1 4 0 Sproat advises Mr. Guichon and his partners that while he will "make the Indians1 land and fishing station at 
Pipseul," the Indians "are to have, as they always have had, the undisturbed right of fishing in Mameet River and 
Mameet Lake, with right of access thereto, ..." Mr. Guichon and his partners agree to this. 

1 4 1 Sproat writes to O'Reilly regarding his earlier visit to the Nicola Indians. Among other things, Sproat states, 
"Chilliheetsa [Chief, Upper Nicola] evidently thinks that no binding agreement, if such was required at all; could be 
entered into as to land for his people, without his presence and consent." (p. 259). Chilliheetsa "states positively" that he 
had never met with either Cox or O'Reilly. [See p. 262, 276-77 this volume; PILQ, pp. 50-51] 
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09 14 1878 Douglas Lake 
Commonage 

Upper Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 259-60 

09 14 1878 Spatsum 11 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter [w/encl] 260 

09 16 1878 Tsinkahtl 8142 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter 261 

09 19 1878 Sproat Letter 261 

09 19 1878 Sproat Letter 261-62 

09 20 1878 Upper Nicola Mohun Letter 262 

09 22 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter 263 

09 22 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola143 Sproat Letter 264 

09 22 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter [unofficial] 265 

09 25 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 266 

09 26 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter 266-68 

09 26 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola Sproat144 Letter [Private] 268 

09 26 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 268-69 

09 27 1878 Douglas Lake 31 4 5 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter [w/encl] 269-70 

09 27 1878 Upper Nicola Sproat Letter 271 

09 28 1878 Cook's Ferry146 Sproat Letter 272 

10 03 1878 Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos Sproat Letter 273 

10 09 1878 Osoyoos 1 Osoyoos147 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 274 

10 09 1878 Sproat Letter 274-75 

10 19 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter 275 

10 19 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl]148 275-76 

1 4 2 Although not specifically identified, this is the reserve Sproat allotted in the vicinity of John Murray's land. [See p. 
278 this volume; vl. 6, pp. 103a-104] 

1 4 3 Sproat writes to Douglas with respect to the disputed land at Douglas Lake. With respect to remarks made to Sproat 
in a letter from Douglas that "it is the first intimation" that he had of the dispute, Sproat responds, "I think in writing 
your letter you must have made some error as the dispute of the Indians with your nephew has been notorious for years, 
and certainly everyone in Nicola valley knows of it. You yourself mentioned it to me in May last... you left at my camp 
a signed statement of the particulars, of the dispute from its origins." It is difficult to determine, but it would appear that 
this correspondence, and the other related correspondence, deals with land now included within Douglas Lake 3. [See 
vl.4/11] 

1 4 4 Sproat states that he has "no hope that the Indians will consent to the surrender" of the "old reserve" at Douglas 
Lake, however Sproat believes he can arrange a compromise. 

1 4 5 This letter and the enclosure related to the settlement of the dispute between Chilliheetsa and the Douglases at 
Douglas Lake. Cross written on the letter is an abbreviation of the terms of the settlement. The enclosure is the 
"Memorandum of Agreement of Compromise." [See vl. 4/11, pp. 9-11] 

1 4 6 This letter appears to allude to issues dealt with in Sproat's letter of August 26, 1878, found a pp. 245-47, this 
volume. 

1 4 7 Sproat's enclosure is an extract from the Minutes of decision of the JIRC, on the page is a notation "see Page 105, 
Extract from "all the vacant... to Hayne's preemption claim." The page "105" referred to is page 105 of this volume. 

1 4 8 It would appear that the enclosure precedes the letter. 
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10 19 1878 Douglas Lake 3 Upper Nicola Sproat149 Letter 276-77 

10 19 1878 General Sproat Letter 278-79 

10 19 1878 Coldwater 1 Coldwater150 Sproat Letter 279-81 

10 19 1878 Joeyaska 21 5 1 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter 279-81 

10 18 1878 Neklakapamuk152 Sproat Letter 279-81 

10 21 1878 Survey153 Okanagan Sproat Letter 282 

10 21 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter 282 

10 21 1878 General Sproat154 Letter 283-85 

10 21 1878 Klahoose Sproat Letter 285-86 

10 21 1878 Sliammon Sproat Letter 285-86 

10 21 1878 Klahoose Sproat Letter 286-87 

10 21 1878 Sliammon Sproat Letter 286-87 

10 21 1878 Sechelt Sproat Letter 286-87 

10 22 1878 Fishery Okanagan Sproat Letter 287 

10 22 1878 Sproat Letter 288 

10 26 1878 Sproat155 Letter [w/encl] 288 

10 26 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 289 

10 25 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 289-90 

10 25 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 290-91 

1 4 9 Sproat provides background on O'Reilly's allotment to the Upper Nicola in 1868 and to his own dealings with the 
Indians. Sproat states that he refused Chilliheetsa's "demands whereupon he returned to his tent for 24 hours. I then 
informed his people that I would proceed to lay off a reserve for them and that I was wiser than Chilliheetsa and they 
were, and, that they must submit to my decision which would be well considered and liberal." (p. 277) 

1 5 0 Sproat refers to the area as "the Coldwater." This reserve was allotted jointly to the Lower Nicola, Spuzzum, Boston 
Bar, Boothroyd, Siska, Upper Similkameen. In 1894, the Deputy Superintendent General of Indian Affairs noted that 
the Upper Similkameen had "no share" in this reserve. Nevertheless, the 1943 Schedule identifies the holders of the 
reserve as Lower Nicola, Boston Bar, Spuzzum, Boothroyd and Siska and Upper Similkameen. It is currently held by the 
Coldwater Indians. It is unclear when the Coldwater Indians were actually deemed to be a Band. [See See vl. 4/10, pp. 
2-4; vl. 18, pp. 447-48, vl. 14, p. 196; 1943 Schedule, p. 101; NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 43] 

1 5 1 With respect to allotting this reserve, Sproat states "Jo-i-yas-kah shall have a piece of land at the place he so much 
desired ... but the precise lines I am at present unable to state having only the Surveyor's report before me and not having 
myself been able to visit the ground though I passed near it when I did not know that the Indians wished to get it." (p. 
280) [See vl. 3, p. 294; vl. 4/10, pp. 8-12] 

1 5 2 Sproat makes reference to the Neklakapamuk request for a meeting. 

1 5 3 Sproat alludes to his instructions to Jemmett to include the disputed O'Keefe land within the survey of Okanagan 1. 

1 5 4 Sproat deals with the issue of his authority within different areas of B.C., including the railway belt and the Coast 
district. He identifies the Klahoose, Sliammon Indians specifically and Indians at Comox and Jervis Inlet. 

1 5 5 Sproat states he is enclosing a "general report on the work of the Indian Reserves this year so far." The report is not 
within the letterbook. 
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10 26 1878 Temporary Res. Similkameen/ 
Keremeos 

Sproat156 Letter 291 

10 26 1878 Temporary Res. Similkameen/ 
Keremeos 

Sproat157 Letter [w/encl] 292-93 

11 11 1878 Similkameen/ 
Keremeos 

Sproat Letter 293 

11 24 1878 Adams Lake Sproat Letter [w/encl] 294-96 

11 25 1878 Sproat Letter 296 

11 25 1878 Lower Fraser158 Sproat Report 296-301 

11 25 1878 Yale Town 1 Yale Sproat Report 297 

11 25 1878 Hope 1 Hope159 Sproat Report 297-98 

11 25 1878 Greenwood Island 31 6 0 Hope Sproat Report 298 

11 25 1878 Chawathil 4 Hope Sproat Report 298 

11 25 1878 Aylechootlook 51 6 1 Lakahamen/ 
Somass River 

Sproat Report 298-99 

11 25 1878 Upper Sumas 6 Sumas/ 
Somass River 

Sproat Report 298-99 

11 26 1878 General Sproat162 Letter [Confident., 
w/encl] 

301-08 

11 26 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter [Confident., 
w/encl] 

303-04, 
306-07 

11 26 1878 Spatsum 11 Cook's Ferry Sproat Letter [Confident., 
w/encl] 

304-05 

1 5 6 This letter is written to the Assistant Land Commissioner in the Okanagan. Sproat states that he "reserved formally 
all the unoccupied lands in the Similkameen valley from Princeton to the Frontier [sic]... it is necessary for the present 
to keep the land in general in the valley temporarily reserved ..." Sproat refers to the pre-emption of a man named 
Edward Daigneault [See pp. 293, 305-06 this volume; vl. 5/3, pp. 60-67,77a-80d] 

1 5 7 See vl. 5/3, pp. 60-67. 

1 5 8 Sproat submits a report to the Supt. General in Ottawa respecting his work on the "Lower Fraser - that is from Yale 
(the head of navigation) to the mouth of the river..." Sproat states that the Indians "on the lower portion of the river are 
one people, and though claiming to belong to particular villages, move about constantly from one place to another ... I 
propose before assigning land to any of the tribes, to ascertain who are the Lower Fraser Indians, and to take a view of 
the people as a whole." (p. 297) Transportation and the cost of it is of some concern to Sproat. He states that he has 
"told the Indians that they at least must convey me from one village to another..." (p. 300) He notes that Indians are 
used to being paid something for such a service and requests permission to pay something to the Chief of the Adams 
Lake Indians for assisting Jemmett when Jemmett was in the area undertaking surveys. 

1 5 9 The Hope Indians are currently known as Chawathil. [See NRCan Schedule (2005), p. 86] 

1 6 0 Sproat discusses Greenwood Island. At this point, however, the island has not yet been allotted as a reserve. Sproat 
notes that the island was "in the list of Indian Reserves given to the Dom. Govt. by the Prov Govt. but it appears to have 
been sold to E. Croft in March 1861." [See vl. 18, pp. 213, 288, 292-93; PILQ, p. 105, Item K] 

1 6 1 Sproat makes reference to "old reserves formally assigned" to the Indians. This would appear to refer to 
Aylechootlook 5 and/or Upper Sumas 6. [See p. 306 this volume; PILQ, p. 105 Items 1(5), 1(6)] 

1 6 2 Sproat provides his opinion on the attitude of the provincial government toward the work of the Reserve 
Commission, however, he also remarks that the Supt. General has also not responded to his previous correspondence (p. 
302). He also discusses issues related to various Indian groups with whom he has dealt. 
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11 26 1878 Temporary Res. Similkameen/163 

Keremeos 
Sproat Letter [Confident., 

w/encl] 
305-06 

11 26 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Sproat Letter [Confident., 
w/encl] 

306 

11 26 1878 General Sproat164 Letter 308-310 

11 27 1878 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 311 

11 27 1878 Shackan 11 1 6 5 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter 312-13 

11 27 1878 Sproat Letter [Private, 
w/encl] 

313-14 

11 27 1878 General Sproat166 Letter [w/encl] 315-
19, 321 

11 04 1878 Survey167 General Sproat Letter 320 

11 16 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 321-23 

11 16 1878 Survey168 General Sproat Letter 323-24 

11 06 1878 Neklakapamuk169 Sproat Letter [w/encl] 324-28 

11 06 1878 General Sproat Letter [w/encl] 328-29 

11 06 1878 Fishery General Sproat Letter 329-33 

12 01 1878 Neklakapamuk Sproat Letter [w/encl] 333-34 

10 26 1878 General Sproat170 Report [w/encl] 334-46 

1 6 3 Although Sproat does not specifically identify him, it would seem he is referring to Mr. Daigneault. [See p. 291, this 
volume] 

1 6 4 Sproat writes to the CCLW providing a listing of the matters requiring the attention of the provincial government. 
Sproat cites the length of time the matters have been before the provincial government. N.B.: In the original, some 
notations were made in red ink. These pages have been reproduced at their actual size, in colour. 

1 6 5 See p. 243, this volume, vl. 4/6, p. 5-9. 

1 6 6 In accordance with circular 10,185 dated August 19, 1878, Sproat submits his accounts, noting that "owing to the 
nature of the work of this Commission it will not be possible entirely to carry out these instructions." N.B.: page 317 
contained some notations in red ink. It has been copied at full size, in colour. 

1 6 7 In this letter, Sproat advises Mohun that the position of Attendant Surveyor, which Mohun holds, is to be abolished. 
Mohun, "in the meantime" is to be employed at $150.00 per month to plot the surveys of Jemmett and Green if he is not 
employed in doing other survey work himself. 

1 6 8 Sproat advises Powell: "In pursuance of instructions received by me from the Supt. Gen. of Indian Affairs, Mr. 
Mohun ceased to day [sic] to fill the office of Attendant Surveyor, and undertakes the work of plotting the surveys of 
Cap. Jemmett and Mr. A. Green and preparing maps of reserves which will have to be conveyed by the Province to the 
Dominion..." (pp. 323-24) 

1 6 9 With respect to allotments he made for them, Sproat states that the Indians "very reluctantly for a time but finally 
with good sense, agreed to the method of adjustment..." (p. 325) Their resistance may have had to do with the 
encroachment of settlers on their traditional lands. Sproat concludes by observing that the Indians "seem to like the 
notion of partly managing their own affairs." N.B.: The original version of this letter can be found in RG10, Vol. 3669, 
File 10,691. 

1 7 0 This is Sproat's report of his work apparently in both 1877 and 1878. Sproat states that with the exception of some 
"questions" of "rather a serious nature ... the Indian land question is adjusted throughout the whole southern interior of 
the mainland of the province for about two hundred miles back from the frontier. Rock Creek, Fort Shepherd and 
Kootenay are the only places near the frontier which have not yet been visited..." (pp. 334-35) 
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12 05 1878 Lower Fraser171 Sproat Letter 347-48 

12 03 1878 Yale Town 1 Yale Sproat Letter [w/encl] 349-50 

12 05 1878 Neklakapamuk Sproat Letter 350-51 

12 05 1878 New Westminster172 Sproat Letter 351-52 

12 05 1878 Neklakapamuk Sproat Letter 352-53 

12 08 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 353 

12 07 1878 General Sproat Letter 354-56 

12 23 1878 Sproat Receipt 356 

12 08 1878 Union Bar/173 

Yale 
Sproat Letter 357-59 

12 08 1878 Kawkawa Lake 16 Union Bar/ 
Yale 

Sproat Letter 357-59 

12 08 1878 Puckattaolechin 11 Union Bar/ 
Yale 

Sproat Letter 357-59 

12 21 1878 Sproat Letter 360 

12 21 1878 Sproat Letter[s] 360 

12 23 1878 Survey General Sproat Letter 361 

12 23 1878 Lower Nicola Sproat Letter 362 

12 23 1878 Okanagan 1 Okanagan Sproat Letter 362-63 

12 23 1878 Sproat Letter 363-64 

12 26 1878 Sumas, Matsqui/ 
Chilliwack 

Sproat174 Letter 364 

12 26 1878 New Westminster Sproat175 Letter 364-65 

01 16 1879 Survey General Sproat Letter 365 

01 16 1879 Survey General Sproat Letter 365-67 

01 27 1879 Similkameen/ 
Keremeos 

Sproat Letter 367 

1 7 1 Sproat offers no more specific description of the Indians than this. This letter describes the reception given Sproat 
by some of these Indians. 

1 7 2 Sproat identifies these Indians as "those who reside at and who visit New Westminster." They should not, 
necessarily, be equated with those Indians known as the New Westminster Band. Sproat's letter deals with the resolution 
by New Westminster council to "remove ... all Indians now living on Corporation property, outside the City limits &c." 
[See vl. 18, pp. 263-65, 338-40] 

1 7 3 Although Sproat does not identify a particular group of Indians, based upon the Indian names provided, it would 
appear that he is referring to issues affecting the Union Bar Indians. N.B.: This letter is somewhat broken up. Further 
statements from the Indians appear on page 359. [See vl. 18, pp. 205-09, 272-277] 

1 7 4 This letter is the commencement of considerable correspondence related to Mr. Derby's desire to build a dyke which 
may affect colonial reserves and lands upon which reserves may be allotted. This correspondence also deals with the 
"Somass Dyking Act." The Indian groups affected by this are the Sumas, Matsqui and, as identified by Sproat, the 
Chilliwack Indians. For the purpose of the index, all three groups are identified with respect to related correspondence. 

1 7 5 Sproat is soliciting the views of the Mayor and Council of New Westminster with respect to the question of Indian 
reserves "at" the city. 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

01 27 1879 Matsqui Main 21 7 6 Matsqui/ 
Chilliwack 

Sproat Letter 368 

01 27 1879 Kamloops Sproat Letter 368 

01 27 1879 General177 Sproat Letter 369 

01 27 1879 Sumas, Matsqui/ 
Chilliwack 

Sproat Letter 369-70 

01 27 1879 Sumas, Matsqui/ 
Chilliwack 

Sproat Memorandum 370 

01 27 1879 Sumas, Matsqui/ 
Chilliwack 

Sproat Letter 370-73 

01 25 1879 Sumas, Matsqui/ 
Chilliwack 

Sproat178 Letter 373-379 

01 25 1879 Sliammon, Klahoose 
& Homalco 

Sproat Letter 379 

01 28 1879 Survey General Sproat Letter 380 

01 27 1879 General Sproat Letter 381-82 

01 27 1879 Sproat179 Letter [w/encl] 382-83 

06 19 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 415 [1] 

07 01 1878 Kamloops Mohun Instructions 415-13 
[1-3] 

07 01 1878 Kamloops 1 Kamloops Mohun Instructions 414 [2] 

07 01 1878 Kamloops 1 Kamloops Mohun Sketch 414 [2] 

07 01 1878 Kamloops 5 Kamloops Mohun Instructions 414 [2] 

07 01 1878 Kamloops 5 Kamloops Mohun Sketch 414 [2] 

07 01 1878 Kamloops 2 Kamloops Mohun Instructions 414-13 
[2-3] 

07 01 1878 Kamloops 21 8 0 Kamloops Mohun Sketch 413 [3] 

07 01 1878 Neskonlith 2 Neskainlith Mohun Instructions 413-12 
[3-4] 

07 03 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter[s] 412-11 
[4-5] 

1 7 6 Sproat makes a general reference to lands affected by a dyke at Matsqui. The nearest reserve would be Matsqui 
Main 2. 

1 7 7 Sproat writes to the CCLW enclosing a memorandum with respect to "the position" he finds himself in with respect 
to "the adjustment of Indian Reserves at Chilliwack, Somass [Sumas] and Matsqui." [See pp. 371-79, this volume] 

178 Curiously, there is no addressee for this letter, nor the preceding letter found on pages 371-73, however, based upon 
certain remarks in the letter (pp. 378,379), it was probably intended for the SGIA and the previous one for the CCLW. 
Also, this letter contains a tabular census for Indians of what Sproat deems to be the Chilliwack and "Somass" [Sumas] 
and Matsqui Indians (p. 374). All of the correspondence between pages 369 and 379 deals primarily with Mr. Derby 
and his dyking endeavours. These endeavours affect the Sumas, Matsqui and Chilliwack Indians. [See vl. 2, pp. 95-99] 

1 7 9 This is Sproat's last letter in this volume. The next page in the book represents the end of Mohun's letterbook. 
Mohun used this book from the back. His pagination is shown in [ ]. 

1 8 0 This sketch orients Bartlett Newman's pre-emption in relation to Kamloops 2. [See NTS Sheet 921/8] 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/ TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

07 03 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 411 [5] 

07 03 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter [w/encl] 411-10 
[5-6] 

07 03 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter [w/encl] 409 [7] 

07 20 1878 Skeetchestn181 Deadman's Creek Mohun Letter 408-08 
[7-8] 

07 24 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 407 [9] 

07 30 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter [cancelled] 406-05 
[10-11] 

07 30 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 405 [11] 

07 30 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan182 Mohun Letter 404 [12] 

04 18 1878 Survey Kamloops Mohun183 Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

04 18 1878 Survey Deadman's Creek184 Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

04 18 1878 Survey Neskainlith185 Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

04 18 1878 Survey North Thompson186 Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

04 18 1878 Survey Adams Lake Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

04 18 1878 Survey Shuswap Lake Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

04 18 1878 Survey Spallumcheen Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

04 18 1878 Survey Okanagan Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

403-02 
[13-14] 

1 8 1 This was a JIRC allotment. [See vl. 3 pp. 168-72; vl. 16/1, p. 6] 

1 8 2 In response to a request from Mr. Marriner to alter the boundary of the Cowichan reserve, Mohun responds that he 
put the issue to Sproat, however, "the boundary of the Indian Reerve having been formally declared by the Commission 
no alteration can legally be made except by the Honble the Supt Genl of Indian Affairs and then only with the fill consent 
of the Indians." 

1 8 3 These instructions from Mohun to Jemmett appear to cover all the Minutes of decision by the Joint Indian Reserve 
Commission in the Thompson-Okanagan area. These Minutes of decision can be found in volume 3, pp. 150-263. 
Mohun makes reference to the reserves "shown on the sketches numbered 1 & 2" (p. 403 [13]). These sketches are 
CLSR 7025 (No. 1) and CLSR 7041 (No. 2). Mohun encloses extracts from the Minutes of decision. Mohun advises 
Jemmett that it "is especially recommended that one of your party should be an English Speaking Indian, as it is 
absolutely essential that no misunderstanding on any subject, connected with the Reserves should occur between 
yourself and the Indians; in dealing with whom you will need to exercise all your patience and discretion." (p. 402[14]) 
Mohun then makes reference to an enclosed memorandum from the IRC [i.e. Sproat] which is not in this volume. [See 
vl. 3, pp. 150-263; CLSRBC 7025; CLSRBC 7041] 

1 8 4 In relation to this survey, Mohun advises Jemmett to acquire the "records" of Mr. Pumpmaker, a settler in the area (p. 
402 [14]). 

1 8 5 Mohun identifies this area as "South Thompson." He advises Jemmett to acquire the records of Messrs Bryan and 
Walker in relation to this area. The area near "Little Lake" is Neskonlith 2. 

See vl. 3, pp. 156-60. 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

04 20 1878 Survey187 General Mohun Letter [w/encl] 401 [15] 

04 29 1878 Survey Comox Mohun188 Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Squamish Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Sechelt Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Saanich Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Cowichan Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Qualicum Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Nanoose Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Halalt Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Lyackson Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Penelakut Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Chemainus Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Survey Nanaimo Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

400-398 
[16-18] 

04 29 1878 Oyster Bay 12 Chemainus Mohun Instructions 
[w/encl] 

398 [18] 

05 16 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 397 [19] 

05 25 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter [w/encl] 397 [19] 

05 30 1878 Kamloops 2189 Kamloops Mohun Letter 397-96 
[19-20] 

1 8 7 There is no day date provided. Based on surrounding correspondence the 20th was used. 

1 8 8 In his instructions to Green, Mohun notes that some of the reserve boundaries were "resurveyed four years ago" that 
would be in 1874, thus, after B.C. joins Confederation, but prior to the inception of the Indian Reserve Commissions. 
Mohun also advises Green in the same manner he advised Jemmett with respect to having an "English speaking Indian" 
to ensure there is no misunderstanding amongst the Indians whose reserves are being surveyed. The areas Mohun 
identifies appear to relate to the allotments by the JIRC for the Indians on Vancouver Island and at Jervis Inlet found 
within two different sets of Minutes of decision. These Minutes of decision also contain allotments for the Squamish 
Indians and, although not specifically cited, may have been included as Green is instructed to survey those reserves 
"shown and described on the plans, and in the notes and copies of Minutes of Decisions [sic] handed you herewith ... 
you will then survey the various reserves on the Coast of the Mainland as far south as the mouth of the Fraser River also 
shown and described as above. [See vl. 3, pp. 56-119; 124-32; FBBC 49a for 1874 survey notes] 

1 8 9 With respect to this fishery near Bartlett Newman's pre-emption, Mohun writes to the CCLW under instructions from 
Sproat. Mohun states that the position of the fishery would be "a continual source of annoyance to the settlers in the 
vicinity." He notes it is the only place the Indians lay claim to in the area "they having voluntarily abandoned other 
spots. // It is of but little value to the Indians themselves and it is believed that for a small money compensation say Fifty 
Dollars, they would cheerfully give up claim to it." If the provincial government were to make the offer "it would free 
the whole country lying between Kamloops & Nicola from Indian Reservations and would confer a great benefit on the 
settlers in the neighbourhood." (p. 396 [20]) 
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DATE 
mm dd yyyy RESERVE BAND/TRIBE 

AUTHOR/ 
SURVEYOR TYPE DOC PAGE 

05 30 1878 Kamloops 4 Kamloops Mohun Instructions 396-95 
[20-21] 

05 30 1878 Kamloops 11 9 0 Kamloops Mohun Instructions 395 [21] 

06 01 1878 Survey General Mohun Instructions 394 [22] 

08 06 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter [Private] 393-92 
[23-24] 

08 08 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 392 [24] 

07 17 1878 Survey General Mohun191 Letter 392-91 
[24-25] 

08 17 1878 Skeetchestn Deadman's Creek Mohun Letter 391-90 
[25-26] 

08 20 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Mohun Letter 390 [26] 

08 21 1878 Skeetchestn Deadman's Creek Mohun Letter 390-89 
[26-27] 

08 21 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 389 [27] 

08 21 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Mohun Letter 389-88 
[27-28] 

09 19 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 388 [28] 

09 19 1878 Cowichan 1 Cowichan Mohun Letter 388-86 
[28-30] 

09 19 1878 Survey Kamloops Mohun Letter 386 [30] 

10 19 1878 Survey General Mohun Letter 386 [30] 

10 21 1878 Mohun Letter 385 [31] 

1 9 0 The two lots would be a reference to Schiedam Flats. 

1 9 1 Mohun reminds the CCLW that the provincial government will have to accept the surveys undertaken by the 
Dominion surveyors. 



ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
V O L U M E 1 

MINUTES OF DECISION, CORRESPONDENCE & SKETCHES 
~ LETTERBOOK NO. 2" - JIRC, SPROAT 

[No Reg. Num.] 

SUBJECT 

B.C. Government Officials 
Assistant Land Commissioner 
Ball, Henry Maynard, Stip. Magist. 
Clapperton, John, J.P. 
Cox, Wm., Asst. Commiss, Lands 
Dickenson, E., Gov't Agent, N.W. 
Douglas, Governor James 
Elliott, A.C., AGBC 
Haynes, J.C., J.P., Osoyoos 
Lieutenant Governor 
O'Reilly, Peter, Stip. Magist. 
Provincial Secretary 

Smifhe, Wm., CCLW 
Teague, Wm., Gov't Agent, Yale 

Ussher, John, Govt Agent, Kamloops 
Vernon, Forbes George, CCLW (1876-1878) 

Walkem, George, CCLW (1878-1882) 

Census/Population192 

General 
Chilliwack, Sumas [Somass], Matsqui 
Cook's Ferry & Cache Creek 
Nicomen 
Neklakapamuk 
Okanagan & Shuswap 
Similkameen valley 
Fort Shephard & Kootenay 
Skwah 
Squila ["Skw-ah-lah"] 
Kwawkwawapilt 
Aitchelitz 
Skway 
Soowahlie 
Yakweakwioose 
Skulkayn 
Lakahamen 
Squeam 
Klult-kwainas[?j 
Ko-kwi-uck[?] 
Papekwatchin 
Lah-kwoh-we [?] 
Sumas 
Chilliwack 

PAGE 

32 
175-76, 180-81, 210-11, 244-45 
268-69 
259-60 
119-20 
24-25, 173, 175, 177, 298, 325, 337, 339-40, 343 
50-53,108,131,136-37,142,193 
273, 274, 274-75 
151 
140-41, 259-60, 262, 276-77, 345 (ref) 
27-28,30-32,81-83,84-85,86,107,164,169-70,188,207, 
211 
19-23,108 
112-13, 121,145,145-46,146-47, 149, 149-50, 167, 188, 
259,357-59 
49,129,140,150-51,167,256,271 
1,10-12,15-16,54,59,68-72,82,89,90,112-13,117,135 
136-37,140,142,142-44,145-46,146-47,150,152,154, 
156-58,165,166,168,171,178-80,180-81,181,190, 
193,197-200,210,212,217,231,244-45, 266,270,281, 
283-85,285-86,287,294-96,298 
131 -32,185-86,186-87,188-89,293,308-010,360,367, 
368,369,378,411[5],402[14],399[17],397-96[19-20], 
392-91 [24-25],391-90[25-26] 

154,335 
374 
187 
197-98 
324 
42 
292-93,305 
334-335 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 
374 

1 9 2 The census references in this volume are often to Indians within a geographic area, rather than a particular 
band. 



SUBJECT 

Census/Population (cont'd) 
Matsqui 
Yale 

Colonial Reserves 

Dominion Government Officials 
Lenihan, James 
Indian Superintendent, New West. 

Mcdonald, Sir John A . 1 9 3 

Prime Minister & SGIA (1883-1887) 

Meredith, E.A., Dep. Min., Dept. of Interior 
Mills, David, SGIA (1878) 

Pearse, B.W. 1 9 4 

Agent for Public Works, Victoria 
Powell, Israel Wood, Indian Supt., B.C. 

Vankoughnet, Lawrence, DSGIA 
Whitcher, W.F., 
Commissioner, Marine & Fisheries 

Douglas Treaty 
Douglas reserve 

Dufferin, Lord 

Employment 

Fishery 

Fishery Act 
fishing station 
fishing right of 
protection of 
canneries 
weirs 
Sites identified 
Boston Bar 
Clapperton Lake 
Goldstream, Saanich Inlet 
on Fraser River (Cowichan) 
Mameet River, Mameet Lake 

-31 -

PAGE 

374 
349,-50 

See list at end of index 

14-15,42,46,70,80-81,87,91,109,114,135,144,205-06, 
216,231-32,253-54,327,350-51,351-52,352-53,381 
182-84,189-90,190,191-92,202-04,205,208-09,210-11, 
213,214,218,219,223-28,233-39,240-41,241 -42,248-52 
296-301,301-08,316,321-23,328-29,333-34,334^6,347, 
349-50,364,368,369,372,373-79,394-93[22-23] 
43-45,74,193-97,204,239-40,288,329-33,401 [15] 
55,61,65,68-69,75-79,85,87,90,92,110,114-16,150,151 
-52,152-54,164,167,170-71,172,178,355-56,366 
9-10 

4,26,29,34,35,39,42-43,43,46,54,55,58,63,65-66,72,73, 
84,88,91,151-52,177,183,240-41,247,262,266,276-77, 
285,286-87,322,323,323-24,365,412[4],411-10[5-6], 
402[14],401[15],399[17],398[18],394-93[22-23], 
392[24],389[27],388-86[28-30],386[30] 
5,6,18,26,37-39,40-42,49,50-53,313-14,315-19,330,331 
193-97 

59,64,72-73,105-06,106,177,178,197 
298 

348 

45,84,284-85,297,300 

12-13,29-30,54,64,72-73,106,124,136,140,149,158-61, 
168,170-71,175,204,258,260,324-25,329-33,349-50, 
414[2] 
30,196 
93-94,94,97,98,100,102,154-56,289,414[2] 
193-97,287 
329-33 
297,332 
29-30,41,73,84-85,332,414-13[2-3] 

123-25 
260 
59 
29-30 
258 

Graveyard 100,101,284-85 

1 9 3 It is possible to discern that Sir John A. McDonald has taken over as Superintendent General of Indian 
Affairs because he is addressed as "The Hon., the Supt. General of Indian Affairs," which reflects his position as 
Prime Minister. Although, admittedly, when Sproat begins personally using the letter book, about p. 213, the 
term "Hon." is not in his addressee notes. 

1 9 4 B.W. Pearse was the former Surveyor General for the Province of B.C. He prepared the 1871 Schedule of 
Reserves which appears in the Yellow Book, pp. 104-106. 



SUBJECT 

Hunting 

Indian Act 

Indian Groups 
Adams Lake 
Beecher Bay 
Bonaparte 
Boston Bar 
Canoe Lake 
Cheam 
Chemainus 
Chilliwack 
Comox 
Cowichan 
Deadman's Creek (Skeetchestn) 
Esquimalt 
Fort Rupert 
Homalco 
Hope 
Kamloops 
Klahoose 
Lachquiltach (Euclataw) 
Lillooet 
Lytton 
Matsqui 
Nanaimo 
Neklakapamuk 
Nicola 
Niskainlith (Neskonlith) 
"Northern Indians" 
North Thompson 
Ohamil 
Okanagan 
Penelakut 
Saanich 
Sechelt (Jervis Inlet) 
Shuswap 
Similkameen 
Sliammon 
Soda Creek 
Songhees (a.k.a. Victoria) 
Sooke 
Spuzzum 
Sumas 
Williams Lake 
"Lower Fraser" 
"Upper Fraser" 
Yale 
"Yale to mouth of Fraser" 
"New Westminster District" 
"New Westminster"195 

32-

PAGE 

177,178,184,204,331 

86,141,200,205,206,216,220,253,249,252,274-75,278-
79,306,327,328 

89,300-01 
64 
187,200-01,205-06 
123-25,140-41,144 
93-94 
115 
72-73,290 
369,370,371-73,373-79 
283-84,353 
4,29-30,40-42,72-73,84,88,164 
205-06,393[23],391-90[25-26] 
64,65-66,84-85 
64 
379,381-82 
115,350 
12-13,54,94,132,135,136-37,158-61,205-06,393[23] 
283-84,379,381-82 
381 
126 
354 
369,370,371-73,373-79 
64,290 
279-81,322,324-28,347,350 
13,70,117-18,183 
89,233 
66 
93-94,183 
350 
12-13,25-26,42,68-72,76-77,135-36,136-37,175,324 
9 
58-60,64 
42-43,283-84 
25-26,42,76-77,82,90,166,289,324 
68,86,367 
283-84,379,381-82 
107,109 
24-25,64,66 
64 
114,121-22,144,145-47 
369,370,371-73,373-79 
80-81,83,87,107,109 
114-16,296-301,324,347 
115 
115,349-50 
10-12 
77,81,143,281,286,287 
350,351-52,381 

Sproat identifies these Indians as those who "reside at and who visit New Westminster." (p. 351) 
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PAGE 

Indians Identified 
Bill 
Chief, "Pavilion Mountain" 

Ceinishute 
Chief, Bonaparte 

Challou 
Spence's Bridge 

Chilliheetsa ["Chilly-heets-sa"] 
Chief, Upper Nicola 

Chilliheetsa's son 
Upper Nicola 

Chillikorstkern[?] 
Chief, Adams Lake 

Cowkinoe 
Indian Woman, Spuzzum (Alexand, Br.) 

Frankie 
No band affiliation 

Gabriel 
No band affiliation 

Joeyaska (Jo-i-yas-ka) 
Lower Nicola 

Joseph 
Chief, Idaho 

Kow-ka-wa 
Chief, Union Bar 

Louis 
Chief, Kamloops 

Louis 
Chief, Nanaimo 

Na-wetse-us-ti-kun 
Chief, Lower Nicola 

Pasco (a.k.a. Paska) 
Chief, Oregon Jack Creek 

Paul 
Coldwater/Lower Nicola 

Paul 
No band affiliation 

Sce wel am 
Chief, Union Bar 

Seen-moo-lowhk 
Douglas Lake 

Shem Kaltsee 
Chief, Cook's Ferry (Spatsum) 

Steoch-kein 
Chief, Canoe Creek area 

Te-kum-kay-kin (a.k.a. Gregoire) 
Chief, Osoyoos 

Too-e-yet 
Douglas Lake 

Unnamed 
Chief, Lytton 

Unnamed 
Chief, Nicola & Okanagan 

Unnamed 
Old Chief Similkameen 

Witz-il-whut 
Indian Woman, Boston Bar. 

200,206 

200,206 

312-13 (ref), 316 

165,229,259-60,262,263,264,265,267-68,277 

260 

301 

125-27 

228 

227 

279-80,362 

82,132196 

357,359 

54,135-36 

398[18] 

254-56,257,258 

201,215 

281 

229 

357,359 
• 

270 

213 

189 

273,274 

270 

354 

70,82,132,178,214 

273 
130,139 

Sproat's statement is unclear, presumably this is the same individual referred to earlier in this volume. 



SUBJECT 

Indians Identified (cont'd) 
Interpreter 

Michel 

Indian Land 
agriculture/cultivation 

berrying (Kamloops) 
camping 
commonage 
dispute 

encroachment upon 

extinguishment of title 
grazing 
improvements 
livestock 
pasturage 
race course 
surrender 
temporary reserves 
trail 
trespass 

Indian Reserve Commission 
Anderson, A.C. 
Dominion Commissioner, JIRC 

Anderson, J.R., Copyist, IRC 
Blenkinsop, Geo. 
Secretary, Census Taker, JIRC, IRC 

Cogan, C.G., Clerk 
expenses 

JIRC (work of) 

McKinlay, Archibald 
B.C. Commissioner, JIRC 

Sproat, Gilbert Malcolm 

authority 

position re allotments 

itinerary197 

Land Act (1865) 

Land Act (1875) 

Land Ordinance (1870) 
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PAGE 

37,61,84,116,130,139,235,238,251,279,328,363-64 
328,363-64 

95,117,122,124,144,217,237,243,244-45,246,276,279 
-81,295,325,345-346 
263,343 
124,258,343,414[2J 
181,279 
68-69,150-51,243,254-56,257-58,260,263,264,265,266, 
270,285-86,293,294-96,312-13 
4,10-12,24-25,40-42,84-85,123-25,134,164,212,213, 
217,229-30,263,264,298-99,324-25,357-59,362-63, 
368,378 
136-37,340-41 
181,280,377 
267 
159,248-52,258 
101-02,104 
343,344 
64,84-85,177 
13,145,180 
281,414[2] 
84,132,136-37,248-52,258,274-75,282,304-06,368 

3,36,43-44,56,73,84,90,92,236-37,239-40 

74,164,227,235 
3,12,36,55-56,57,73,116,128,154,162,214,224,228,234 
238,262,270,288,317-18,320,361,384 
235 317-18 384 
7-8,19-23,33,34,49,60-61,67,74,75,108,114-16,128,142, 
147,148,163-64,165,183,207,214,222,223-228,233-39, 
239-40,240-41,241-42,252,253,261,262,275,285,288, 
300-01,301,305,311-12,313-14,315-319,321,323-24, 
356,360,371,382-84 
54,59-60,70-72,75,77-78,89,91,92-107,131-34,168,168-
69,169-70,287,294-96,370-71 
3,23,36,73,83,84,89,90,133-34,216,294 

415[1],414[2],412[4],408[8],404[12],400-399[16-17], 
397-96[19-20],394-93[22-23],387[29] 
49,50-53,81,142-44,154,166,179,283-85,285-86,355, 
371 
1,12-13,50,87-88,151,152-54,210-11,216,281,284,308, 
338-40,343-44 
120,125-27,135-36,142-44,144,145,152-54,165,166, 
172,175,197-99,203,208,271,273,299-300,334-46,350 
-51,352,372,379,381-82 

121-23,217 

249-50 

146 

This field cites Sproat's indications of where and when he will travel. 
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SUBJECT 

Mining/Prospecting 

Missionary 
Good, John Booth [Methodist] 
McGuckin [OMI] 
C M . Tate [Methodist] 

Pre-emption 

purchase/Crown Grant 
title/extinguishment 

Settlers 

Survey 

field notes 
funds/expenses 

instructions 

organization 

sketch/plan 

Surveyor 
Attendant Surveyor 
Royal Engineers 
Lempriere, Capt. 

Farwell, A . 
Green, Ashdown 

Jane, John 
Jemmett, Capt. Wm. 

Mohun, Edward 

Unidentified 
Interpreter 

PAGE 

68,86,140-41,164,167,274-75,362-63 

90,161-62,213,221 
80-81,107,109,110 
363-64 

4,10-12,13,40-42,58-59,68-72,75-76,89,90,95,96,103, 
105,112-13,117,119-20,120-121,121-22,124,125-27, 
131-34,145,145-46,146-47,149,156-58,164,201,212, 
213,215,216,217,223,235,243,245-47,263,266-68,270 
276-77,291,292,293,345,390[26] 
88,169-70,270 
71,72-73,81-83,156-58,355 

See list at end of index 

10.14- 15,15-16,18,25-26,31,34,35,43-47,54,59,134,135, 
138-39,143-44,151-52,152-54,154-56,156-58,158-61, 
167,190,191-92,193,210,215,217,233-34,240-41,243, 
247,255-56,266-68,280,282,289-90,300-01,313,320, 
321-23,343,353,361,362,365,365-67,380,385-416[l-31] 
322,361,365,402[14],399[17] 
18,38-39,43-47,54,55,63,69,74,143-44,151-52,167, 
182,191,223-228,233-34,240-41,247,261-62,290-91, 
296,316,321-23,323-24,353,365,380,382-84,415[l], 
412[4],411-10[5-6],407-05[9-11],401[15],399[17] 
385[31],394-92[22-24],389[27],388[28],386-85[30-31] 
14.15- 16,25-26,27,34-35,37-39,44,154-56,156-58,158 
-61,192,215,217,282,322,415-13[1-3],413-12[3-4],403 
-402[13-14],400-398[16-18],396-95[20-21] 
14-15,15-16,18,25-26,34,34-35,37-39,43^17,289-90, 
321-23 
34,35,39,41,89,106,160,161,168,199,208,217,244,296, 
297,323,324,334,349,367,414-13[2-3] 

316,321,323-24,383 
173 
298 
121 
14-15,15-16,18,27,34-35,37-39,41,42-43,192,193,240 
-41,288,320,321,232-34,353,361,365-66,416[1], 
412[4],409[7],407-05[9-ll],402[14],401[15],400-
398[16-18],393-92[23-24],389-88[27-28],388-86[28-
30] 
224,296,318 
14-15,15-16,18,25-26,35,37-39,47,48,138-39,150-51, 
153,157,158-61,191-92,240-41,272,282,289,289-90, 
290-91,295-96,300,320,321,232-24,353,361,365-66, 
415-13[1-3],413-12[3-4],411-10[5-6],407-05[9-11], 
403-02[13-14],401 [15],397[19],385[31],396-95[20-21] 
394[22],392[24],391-90[25-26],390-89[26-27],386[30] 
14-15,15-16,18,32,33,34-35,37-39,41,42,43-47,48-49 
54,55,62-63,67,92,116,128,132,135-36,138-39,140,149, 
150-51,151-52,153,154-56,156-58,158-61,167,190,191-
92,219,224,227,233-34,238,240,247,256,289,317-18, 
320,321-22,322-23,323-24,328-29,353,361,365,365-67 
380,384-385-416[l-31] 
88,201,255-56,266-67 
37,402[14],400[16],387-86[29-30] 
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SUBJECT PAGE 

Surveyor (cont'd) 
Indians employed by 

Railway Belt 
Cambie, H.J, Engineer in Chief 
compensation 

Terms of Union 

Timber 
lease 
sawmill 

Village/settlement/site 
Alexandria Bridge 
Shweemp (or Shwimp Biesta pre-empt.) 
Canoe Lake 
Cape Mudge 
Ceinishute's village (Bonaparte) 
Clapperton Lake 
Eagle Pass 
Eywawis (Aywawwis) 
Fishery (B. Newman pre-emption) 
Goldstream, Saanich Inlet 
Harper Ranch (a.k.a. Schiedam Rnch.) 
Joeyaska's Place 
Kanaka Flat 
Kowkawa 
Long Lake 
May-lah-am-un 
Nicola (Douglas pre-emption) 

Okanagan Lake (O'Keefe pre-emption) 

Oregon Jack Creek (Dowling pre-empt.) 
North bdry Sam Postman claim 
Pucka-thoalchin 
Spatsum (a.k.a. Spaptsum) 
protection of 
loss of 

Water 

45,157,402[14],400[16],398[18] 

169-70,172,179,202-04,215,246198,278-79,283-85,349 
278-79 
278-79 

202 

48,97,138-39,154-55,283-85,286-87,362,413[3] 
42-43 
29-30,84,297 

125-27 
121-23,127,145-46,146-47 
94 
381 
200,206 
260 
100 
357,359 
13,54,94,135-36,158-61,414-13[2-3],397-96[19-20] 
59 
94,134,135,161,216,414[2] 
279 
172-74 
357-59 
101 
189 
13,83,117-18,140,260,263,264,265,266,266-68,270,276 
-77 
12-13,68-72,82,83,100,103,131-34,135,136-37,156-58 
178,208,213,214,229-30,275,282,287,303-04,306-07, 
363 
201-02,215 
120 
357 
246,305-06 
31,284-85,345 
324-25 

30-32,38,40,47,48,94,95,96,97-98,98-99,102-03,104 
-05,131,134,138,145,153,159,172-74,175-76,180-81, 
185,185-86,186-87,188,188-89,189-90,197-99,207,208 
-09,229-30,231,244,246,254-56,275,279,302-05,307, 
328-29,331,346,354-56,394[22] 

1 9 8 This is an indirect reference, Sproat states the Dominion govt, "now owns all the lands on the Thompson not 
legally held..." 
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Colonial Reserves 

Name 
General 
Alexandria Bridge 
Douglas Lake 
Hustalen 
Inkluckcheen 
Kopachitchin 
Matsqui 
Neskonlith 
Nicola reserves 
Songhees 
Yale Town 

Comment 
"... old reserves..." 
allotted by Sandars 

. old reserve..." 
'Old reserve confirmed..." 

.officially laid off..." 
allotted by O'Reilly 1870 
'laid off some time ago" 
'Old reserve... confirmed" 
allotted by O'Reilly/Cox 
'Property of... since 1850... 
one of the oldest settlements 

Page 
30-31,152,173,259-60,374-75 
125-27 
268,276-77 
96 
176,244 
140-41 
376 
95 
259-60 
24-25,105-06 
349-50 

SETTLERS 

Name 
General 

"Chinamen" 
Marriner, Mr. 
Conn, Mr. 
O'Keefe, Cornelius 

Greenhow, Thomas 
Douglas, John, Jr. 
Douglas, John, Sr. 
Clapperton, Mr. 1 9 9 

Thain, Jas. 
McKay, J.W. 
Sutton, Wm. 
McBryan, Mr. 
Chase, Mr. 
Williams, Mr. 
Feam[?], Walter 
Leighton, Jas. 
Kanaka Bill 
Fell, James 
Walker, Francis 
McDougall, John 
Sturgis, Mr. 
Keagan, Mr. 
Haynes, J.C. 
Kruger, T 
Lowe, Mr. 
Postman (a.ka. Posman), Sam 
MacDonald, Mr. 
Mott, Mr. 
Biesta, F. 
Marcello, John 
Emmerson, Charles 
Harper, T. 
Newman, Bartlett 

Page 
10-12,12-13,15-16,30-32,48-49,68,75-76,80-81,83, 119-
20,120-21,134,138,149,167,174,175,205-06,271,292-
93,296-301,337,400[16] 
212,213,272 
4,404[12] 
9-10 
12,68-72,102-03,132,135,136-37,156-58,175,178,208, 
213,214,229-30,231,275,282 287,303-04,306 
102-03,130,168 
13,117-18,263,266,268,269,270,276-77 
264,265,268,269,270 
13,165,256,268-69,279-81 
24-25 
24 
40-42,84-85,88,164,169-70,211 (passim) 
48-49,168-69,402[14],413-12[3-4] 
168-69 
168-69 
55-56,56,57,58 
58,60 
58-59 
59,62 
89,97,129-30,150,294-96,402[14] 
90 
105 
105 
106a-c (passim),273, 274, 274-75 
273 
273,274 
120 
120,159 
120 
121-23,145-47 
123-25 
124 
135,161,216 
12-13,54,94,136,158-61,395-96[19-20],414-13[2-3] 

Sproat appears to write and refer to Clapperton both as a settler and a government agent or "J.P.". 
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Name 
Boothroyd, Mr. 
Nelson, Mr. 
Scheidan, Mr. 
Campbell, Mr. 
Trapp, Mr. 
Chee, Ah 
Tye, Ah 
Hautier, L. 
Coombe, Mr. 
Sardony, Mr. 
Hovey, Joe 
Dart, H.B. 
Cary, Nick 
Firikus, Mr. 
Dietz, W. 
Parks, P. 
Cornwall, C. 
Hughes, Robert 
Yep, Ah 
Chung, Ah 
Dowling, John 
Willard, Ralph 
Kirkpatrick, Thomas 
Barnes, J.C. 
Hamilton, Rob. 
Elphinstone, Roger 
Duball, J. 
Schwartze, Thomas 
Dally, Mr. 
Paillard 
Couthie, A. 
Guichon, Joseph 
Hunter, J. 
McRae, Ronald 
Murray, John 
Gregoire, Mr. 
Charters, Mr. 
Daigneault, Edward 
Price, Barrington 
Mendoza, Francisco21 

Derby, E.L. 
Tate, C.M. 
de Cosmos, Amor 
Tim, Ah 
Campbell, Ronald 
Mahoney, Mr. 
Rogers, Mr. 
Pumpmaker, Mr. 
Edwards, Mr. 
Yale, town of 
Hope, town of 

VolOl.05 - January 2005 

Page 
149- 50,152 
150- 51 
155,414[2] 
159,160 
159,160 
164 
167-68 
172-74 
172-73 
172-73 
174 
174,185 
174,293[?] 
174 
185 
186-87,188-89 
186,218 
193,398[18] 
198,245-47,260 (passim),304 
198,245-47,260 (passim) 
201-02,215,217 
212 
212 
212,272 
272 
223 
243,278 
254-56,257 
256 
257 
257- 58 
258- 259 
260 
266-68 
278 
279 
279,362 
291,293 
292-93,293 
293 
298-99,364,368,369-70,370,370-79 
363-64 
333-34 
357,359 
362-63 
388-86[28-30] 
387[29] 
390-89[26-27],391-90[25-26],402[14],409-08[7-8] 
414[2] 
297 
297-98 

2 0 0 The man is identified as "Mr. Francisco", but it would appear to the man later identified as Francisco 
Mendoza. 
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