
AGREEMENT 

"MEMORANDUM OF AN AGREEMENT ARRIVED AT BETWEEN J. A. J. 
McKENNA SPECIAL COMMISSIONER APPOINTED BY THE DOMINION 
GOVERNMENT TO INVESTIGATE THE CONDITION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS IN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, AND THE HONOURABLE SIR RICHARD McBRIDE AS 
PREMIER OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.  

"WHEREAS it is desirable to settle all differences between the Governments of the 
Dominion and the Province respecting Indian lands and Indian Affairs generally in the 
Province of British Columbia, therefore the parties above named, have, subject to the 
approval of the Governments of the Dominion and of the Province, agreed upon the 
following proposals as a final adjustment of all matters relating to Indian Affairs in the 
Province of British Columbia:-  

1. A Commission shall be appointed as follows: Two Commissioners shall 
be named by the Dominion and two by the Province. The four 
Commissioners so named shall select a fifth Commissioner, who shall be 
the Chairman of the Board.  

2. The Commission so appointed shall have power to adjust the acreage of 
Indian Reserves in British Columbia in the following manner:  

(a) At such places as the Commissioners are satisfied that more land is 
included in any particular Reserve as now defined than is reasonably 
required for the use of the Indians of that tribe or locality, the Reserve 
shall, with the consent of the Indians, as required by the Indian Act, be 
reduced to such acreage as the Commissioners think reasonably sufficient 
for the purposes of such Indians.  

(b) At any place at which the Commissioners shall determine that an 
insufficient quantity of land has been set aside for the use of the Indians of 
that locality, the Commissioners shall fix the quantity that ought to be 
added for the use of such Indians. And they may set aside land for any 
Band of Indians for whom land has not already been reserved.  

3. The Province shall take all such steps as are necessary to legally reserve 
the additional lands which the Commissioners shall apportion to any body 
of Indians in pursuance of the powers above set out.    

4. The lands which the Commissioners shall determine are not necessary 
for the use of the Indians shall be subdivided and sold by the Province at 
public auction.  

5. The net proceeds of all such sales shall be divided equally  



between the Province and the Dominion, and all moneys received by the 
Dominion under this Clause shall be held or used by the Dominion for the 
benefit of the Indians of British Columbia.  

6. All expenses in connection with the Commission shall be shared by the 
Province and Dominion in equal proportions.  

7. The lands comprised in the Reserves as finally fixed by the 
Commissioners aforesaid shall be conveyed by the Province to the 
Dominion with full power to the Dominion to deal with the said lands in 
such manner as they may deem best suited for the purposes of the Indians, 
including a right to sell the said lands and fund or use the proceeds for the 
benefit of the Indians, subject only to a condition that in the event of any 
Indian tribe or band in British Columbia at some future time becoming 
extinct, then any lands within the territorial boundaries of the Province 
which have been conveyed to the Dominion as aforesaid for such tribe or 
band, and not sold or disposed of as hereinbefore mentioned, or any 
unexpended funds being the proceeds of any Indian Reserve in the 
Province of British Columbia, shall be conveyed or repaid to the Province.  

8. Until the final report of the Commission is made, the Province shall 
withhold from 1)pre-emption or sale any lands over which they have a 
disposing power and which have been heretofore applied for by the 
Dominion as additional Indian Reserves or which may during the sitting of 
the Commission, be specified by the Commissioners as lands which 
should be reserved for Indians. If during the period prior to the 
Commissioners making their final report it shall be ascertained by either 
Government that ally lands being part of an Indian Reserve are required 
for right-of-way or other railway purposes, or for any Dominion or 
Provincial or Municipal Public Work or purpose, the matter shall be 
referred to the Commissioners who shall thereupon dispose of the question 
by an Interim Report, and each Government shall thereupon do everything 
necessary to carry the recommendations of the Commissioners into effect.  

Signed in duplicate at Victoria, British Columbia, this 24th day of September, 1912.  

 

Signed) J. A. J.McKENNA, 

Signed)RICHARD McBRIDE. 

Witness: 

(Signed) E. V. BODWELL. 


