
DATED 3RD APRIL 1867 

THE HUDSON BAY COMPANY t o HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA 

R E C O N V E Y A N C E 

OF VANCOUVER ISLAND TO THE CR0WN 

Consideration Money £ 5 7 , 5 0 0 . 



THIS INDENTURE made t h i s t h i r d day of A p r i l One thousand 
eight hundred and s i x t y - s e v e n BETWEEN THE GOVERNOR and 
COMPANY OF ADVENTURERS OF ENGLAND TRADING INTO HUDSON'S 
BAY (who wit h t h e i r successors are h e r e i n a f t e r c a l l e d 
"the s a i d Company") of the one part and HER MOST GRACIOUS 
MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA of the other p a r t . 

WHEREAS previous to January One thousand eight 
hundred and f o r t y - n i n e the s a i d Company had occupied c e r t a i n 
p o rtions of l a n d i n Vancouver I s l a n d f o r the purposes of 
ca r r y i n g on t h e i r t r a d i n g and commercial operations under a 
Royal Charter of I n c o r p o r a t i o n granted t o them by His l a t e 
Majesty King Charles the Second and dated the second day of 
May i n the Twenty-second year of His Reign. 

AND WHEREAS by a Royal Licence bearing date the 
t h i r t e e n t h day of May One thousand e i g h t hundred and t h i r t y -
e ight the s a i d company were i n v e s t e d f o r the f u l l p e r i o d of 
Twenty-one years from the date thereof w i t h the s o l e and 
e x c l u s i v e p r i v i l e g e of t r a d i n g w i t h the Indians i n such parts 
of North America to the Northward and Westward of the T e r r i 
t o r i e s of the United States as d i d not form part of any of 
Her s a i d Majesty's Provinces i n North America or of any 
T e r r i t o r i e s belonging t o the United States or to any European 
Government State or power subject nevertheless as t h e r e i n 
mentioned. 

AND WHEREAS by L e t t e r s Patent dated the t h i r t e e n 
t h day of January One thousand eight hundred and f o r t y - n i n e 
Her s a i d Majesty was pleased t o grant unto the s a i d Company 
and t h e i r successors the s a i d Vancouver I s l a n d together with 
a l l R o y a l t i e s of the Seas upon the coasts w i t h i n the l i m i t s 
t h e r e i n mentioned And a l l mines Royal t h e r e t o belonging to 
be holden of Her s a i d Majesty Her H e i r s and Successors i n 
free and common socage at the y e a r l y rent of Seven s h i l l i n g s 
and upon the c o n d i t i o n and f o r the purpose of c o l o n i z i n g 
the s a i d I s l a n d as t h e r e i n mentioned And i n the s a i d L e t t e r s 
Patent Her s a i d Majesty reserved t o H e r s e l f and Her Succes
sors f u l l power at the e x p i r a t i o n of the s a i d Company's here
inbefore r e c i t e d Licence f o r the e x c l u s i v e p r i v i l e g e of 
tr a d i n g w i t h the Indians to repurchase and take from the s a i d 
Company the s a i d Vancouver I s l a n d and Premises thereby granted 
on payment by Her s a i d Majesty t o the s a i d Company of the sum 
or sums of money t h e r e t o f o r e l a i d out and expended by them i n 
and upon the s a i d I s l a n d and Premises, and of the value of 
t h e i r establishments property and e f f e c t s then being thereon -

AND WHEREAS a f t e r the s a i d hereinbefore r e c i t e d 
Licence of the t h i r t e e n t h day of May One thousand e i g h t hundred 
and t h i r t y - e i g h t had come to an end i t seemed f i t to Her s a i d 
Majesty to e x e r c i s e the power reserved to Her i n the s a i d 
L e t t e r s Patent of re-purchasing the s a i d Vancouver I s l a n d 
whereupon an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of accounts and a ne g o c i a t i o n w i t h 
the s a i d Company took place and f i n a l l y the s a i d Company agreed 
to accept the sum of FIFTY-SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS 
i n f u l l discharge of a l l t h e i r claims i n respect of the s a i d 
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I s l a n d under the s a i d L e t t e r s Patent of the t h i r t e e n t h day 
of January One thousand eight hundred and f o r t y - n i n e . 

AND WHEREAS the s a i d sum of F i f t y - s e v e n thousand 
f i v e hundred pounds hath a c c o r d i n g l y been paid to the s a i d 
Company by or on behalf of Her s a i d Majesty i n two instalments 
of Twenty-five thousand pounds and Thirty-two thousand f i v e 
hundred pounds on the Twenty-ninth day of June One thousand 
eight hundred and s i x t y and the s i x t h day of October One 
thousand eight hundred and six t y - t w o as the s a i d Company do 
hereby admit and acknowledge 

AND WHEREAS the s a i d Company have agreed t o r e -
convey t o Her s a i d Majesty Her Heirs and successors the s a i d 
Vancouver I s l a n d and Premises except such po r t i o n s t h e r e o f as 
may have been s o l d by the s a i d Company previous t o the f i r s t 
day of January One thousand e i g h t hundred and sixty-two and 
except a l s o such other p o r t i o n s thereof as are h e r e i n a f t e r 
mentioned which l a s t mentioned p o r t i o n s are wit h the assent of 
Her s a i d Majesty t o remain the property of the s a i d Company 
and t h e i r successors 

NOW THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH that i n pursuance 
of such agreement and i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the sum of F i f t y -
seven thousand f i v e hundred pounds so paid by or on behalf 
of Her s a i d Majesty to the s a i d Company as a f o r e s a i d i n f u l l 
d ischarge of a l l the claims, of the sa i d Company i n respect of 
a l l sums expended by them i n and upon the s a i d Vancouver 
I s l a n d and Premises and of the value of t h e i r Establishments 
p r o p e r t y and e f f e c t s now being thereon and of a l l other t h e i r 
claims under the s a i d L e t t e r s Patent of the t h i r t e e n t h day of 
January One thousand e i g h t hundred and f o r t y - n i n e i n respect 
of the s a i d I s l a n d They the s a i d Company do for themselves and 
t h e i r successors by these presents GRANT CONVEY YIELD UP AND 
SURRENDER unto Her s a i d Majesty Her Heirs and successors 

ALL that the s a i d I s l a n d c a l l e d VANCOUVER ISLAND 
together with a l l R o y a l t i e s of the Seas upon the coasts t h e r e 
of And a l l mines and a l l r i g h t s members and appurtenances 
whatsoever to the s a i d I s l a n d and hereditaments belonging and 
which were conveyed or passed t o and are now vested i n the 
s a i d Company under or by v i r t u e of the said hereinbefore 
r e c i t e d L e t t e r s Patent of the t h i r t e e n t h day of January One 
thousand e i g h t hundred and f o r t y - n i n e or otherwise howsoever 
And a l s o the s a i d L e t t e r s Patent of the t h i r t e e n t h day of 
January One thousand e i g h t hundred and f o r t y - n i n e And a l l the 
est a t e r i g h t t i t l e i n t e r e s t and property whatsoever of the 
s a i d Company i n to and out of the same premises 

EXCEPT and always reserved out of the grant and 
surrender hereby made, as f o l l o w s , that i s to say 

I . C e r t a i n pieces or parcels of land i n the Town 
of V i c t o r i a c o n taining i n the whole Twenty-two acres and 



forty-one hundredth-parts of an acre and known as the 
Church Reserve which lands have l a t e l y been conveyed by 
the s a i d Company to Trustees f o r c e r t a i n E c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
and s c h o l a s t i c purposes and a l s o a l l Land s i t u a t e i n the 
V i c t o r i a D i s t r i c t which may have been s o l d by the s a i d 
Company previous t o the f i r s t day of January One thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-two together w i t h the water f r o n 
tages and spaces between high and low water mark abutting 
on any p o r t i o n s of such Lands provided such water f r o n 
tages and spaces were a l s o s o l d by the s a i d Company before 
the s a i d f i r s t day of January One thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-two but not otherwise 

I I . The Farm known as the Uplands Farm con
t a i n i n g about One thousand one hundred and f o r t y - f o u r acres 
and being S e c t i o n Thirty-one on the C o l o n i a l O f f i c i a l Plan 
of the s a i d V i c t o r i a D i s t r i c t 

I I I . The Farm known as the North Dairy Farm con
t a i n i n g about Four hundred and s i x t y acres being Section 
Thirty-two on the s a i d O f f i c i a l P l a n . 

IV. The Old Spring and a d j o i n i n g land (except 
one Well set apart and appropriated t o p u b l i c use) and marked 
68, 69, 70, 71, 72 73/2078 i n S e c t i o n Eighteen of the Plan of 
the Town of V i c t o r i a h eretofore d e l i v e r e d t o the C o l o n i a l 
Government by the s a i d Company 

V. A l l that p o r t i o n of l a n d i n the s a i d V i c t o r i a 
D i s t r i c t heretofore known as the Fort property i n c l u d i n g the 
s i t e of the Fort and the a d j o i n i n g l a n d yet unsold w i t h the 
water frontage and foreshore immediately i n f r o n t of the Fort 
but not I n c l u d i n g the s e v e r a l l o t s marked r e s p e c t i v e l y 
H Harbour Masters Lot No. 15, Block 70 s i t u a t e d at the foot of 
Broughton S t r e e t , V P o l i c e Barracks and numbers - 1603, 1605, 
and 1607, Post O f f i c e , c o l o r e d green on the s a i d l a s t mentioned 
Plan on which l o t s the Harbour Master's O f f i c e , the P o l i c e 
Barracks and the Post O f f i c e are r e s p e c t i v e l y s i t u a t e d and 
which l o t s are hereby (among other t h i n g s ) granted and conveyed 
to Her s a i d Majesty and Her Successors, 

VI. E i g h t l o t s or p a r c e l s of land numbered on the 
s a i d l a s t mentioned P l a n I I I , IV, V, V I I I , X, XIV, XVII and 
XX containing i n the whole F i f t y acres more or l e s s r e c e n t l y 
s e l e c t e d by the s a i d Company out of a c e r t a i n Farm l y i n g t o 
the south and west of James' Bay and heretofore known as 
"Beckley" or "Dutwell's" Farm 

A l l which s a i d excepted lands (save the lands 
comprised under the s a i d f i r s t head of exceptions) are and are 
to remain the absolute property of the s a i d Company and t h e i r 
successors f r e e d and discharged from any rent t r u s t s or con
d i t i o n s contained i n the s a i d L e t t e r s Patent of the t h i r t e e n t h 
day of January One thousand e i g h t hundred and f o r t y - n i n e and as 



regards the Lands comprised under the foregoing heads of 
exceptions numbered IV V and VI are colored pink and marked 
on the s e v e r a l blocks and l o t s Into which the same are 
d i v i d e d with the l e t t e r s H. B. C. on the Map or Plan t h e r e o f 
hereunto annexed 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the s a i d Vancouver I s l a n d 
and a l l and s i n g u l a r other the hereditaments and premises 
hereinbefore granted conveyed and surrendered or intended 
so t o be w i t h t h e i r appurtenances (except as a f o r e s a i d ) 
unto Her s a i d Majesty Her H e i r s and Successors as of Her 
former E s t a t e and Dominion t h e r e i n f r e e d and a b s o l u t e l y 
discharged from any t i t l e r i g h t s or claims of the s a i d 
Company and t h e i r Successors 

AND the s a i d Company do hereby f o r themselves 
and t h e i r successors covenant with Her s a i d Majesty Her Heirs 
and successors i n manner f o l l o w i n g that i s t o say, th a t they 
the s a i d Company have not at any time heretofore made done 
committed or executed or w i l l i n g l y s uffered any act deed 
matter or t h i n g whatsoever whereby the s a i d hereditaments and 
premises hereby granted conveyed and surrendered or intended 
so t o be or any part thereof are or i s i n any wise charged 
a f f e c t e d or encumbered or by reason whereof the s a i d Company 
are i n any wise prevented from g r a n t i n g the s a i d h e r e d i t a 
ments and premises i n manner a f o r e s a i d AND FURTHER that they 
the s a i d Company and t h e i r successors w i l l at any time or 
times h e r e a f t e r upon the request and at the cost of Her s a i d 
Majesty Her He i r s and successors make do and execute or cause 
to be made done and executed a l l such f u r t h e r and other l a w f u l 
acts deeds and assurances f o r more p e r f e c t l y and a b s o l u t e l y 
conveying the s a i d I s l a n d hereditaments and premises w i t h 
t h e i r appurtenances (except as af o r e s a i d ) unto Her s a i d 
Majesty Her Heirs and successors as Her s a i d Majesty or Her 
successors s h a l l r e q u i r e 

IN WITNESS whereof the s a i d Governor and Company 
of Adventurers of England t r a d i n g i n t o Hudson's Bay have 
caused t h e i r Corporate S e a l t o be hereunto a f f i x e d , and Thomas 
W i l l i a m C l i n t o n Murdoch and Stephen Walcott Esquires Her 
Majesty's Emmigration Commissioners have hereunto set t h e i r 
hands and s e a l s on behalf Her Majesty the day and year f i r s t 
above w r i t t e n . 

By Order of the Governor Deputy 
Governor and Committee of the s a i d 
Company 

Signed "T.W.C. Murdoch" (Seal) Signed "W. G. Smith" 
S e c r e t a r y (Seal) 

Signed "S. Walcott" (Seal) 



C e r t i f i e d t r u e Copy 

"JOSEPH W. TRUTCH" 

26 Oct. 1867. 

No. 3685 Registered the twenty-seventh 
day of September 1867 i n absolute Fees 
Book V o l 3 f o l 257 

I hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s i s a true, 

copy of the o r i g i n a l documents (with 

the map annexed) 19th June 1868 

"GRAHAM ALSTON" 

R e g i s t r a r General V. I . 

THE CORPORATE SEAL of the w i t h i n named Company 

was hereunto a f f i x e d i n presence of W. Armit 

of Hudson's Bay House, London, gentleman 

Signed sealed and d e l i v e r e d by the w i t h i n named 

Thomas W i l l i a m C l i n t o n Murdoch and Stephen 

Walcott as such emmigration Commissioners as 

w i t h i n mentioned i n the presence of 

"CHRISTOPHER SIMNER CARTWRIGHT" 

Clerk at the Government Emmigration Board, 
8 Park S t r e e t , Westminster. 














