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Tae Rovan Caarter for incorporating the Hupson’s Bay Company, granted by his
Majesty King CuazLEs the Second, in the 22d year of his reign, A.D. 1670.

Cuarrtes THE SeconD, by the grace of God King of England, Scotland, France and Preamble.

Treland, Defender of the Feith, &c., To aLL to whom these presents shall come, greeting:

WarREas our dear and entirely beloved Cousin, Prince Hupert, Count Palatine of the

Rhine, Duke of Bavaria and Cumberland, &c.; Christopher Duke of Albemarle, William

Earl of Craven, Henry Lord Arlington, Anthony Lord Ashley, Sir John Robinson, and Sir

Robert Vyner, Knights and Baronets; Sir Peter Colleton, Baronet ; Sir Edward Hungerford,

Knight of the Bath; Sir Paul Neele, Knight; Sir John Griffith and Sir Philip Carteret,

Knights; James Hayes, John Kirke, Francis Millington, William Prettyman, fohn Feun,

Esquires ; and John Portman, Citizen and Goldsmith of London ; have, at their own great

cost and charges, undertaken an expedition for Hudson’s Bay, in the north-west part of

America, for the discovery of a new passage into the South Sea, and for the finding some

trade for furs, minerals and other considerable commodities, and by such their undertaking

have already made such discoveries as do encourage them to proceed further in pursuance

of their said design, by means whereof there may probably arise very great advantage to us

and our kingdom : AND wrREREAS the said Undertakers, for their further encouragement in

the said design, have humbly besought us toincorporate them, and grant unte them and their

successors the sole trade and commerce of all those seas, straits, bays, rivers, lakes,

creeks and sounds, in whatsoever latitude they shall be, that lie within the entrance of the

straits, commonly called Hud=on’s Btraits, together with ail the lands, countries and territories

upon the coasts and confines of the seas, straits, bays, lakes, rivers, creeks and sounds afore-

gaid, which are not now actually possessed by any of our subjects, or by the subjects of anfr

other Christian Prince or State: Now xNow YE, that we, being desirous to promote all Grant of incorpo-

endeavours tending to the public good of our people, and to encourage the said underteking, ration,

HAVE, of our especial grace, certamn knowledge and mere motion, given, granted, ratified

and confirmed, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, Do give, grant, ratify .

and confirm, unto our said Cousin, Prince Rupert, Christopher Duke of Albemarle, William Earl Names of original
547' A2 of grant&em
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of Craven, Henry Lord Arlington, Anthony Lord Ashley, Sir John Robinson, Sir Robert
Vyuer, Sir Peter Colleton, Sir Edward Hungerford, Sir Paul Neele, Sir John Griffith and
Sir Philip Carteret, James Hayes, Johu Kirke, Francis Millington, William Prettyman,
John Fenn and John Portman, that they, and such others as shall be admitted into the said
society as i3 hereafter «xpressed, shall ie one body corporate and politic, in deed and in
name, by the name of ** The Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading into
Hudson's Bay,” and them by the name of “ The Governorand Company of Adventurers of
England trading into Hudson's Bay,” one body corporate and politic, in deed and in name,
really and fully for ever, for us, our heirs and successors, we po make, ordain, constitute,
establish, confirm and declare by these presents, and that by the same name of Governor
and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay, they shall have per-
petual succession, and that they and their successors, by the name of “The Governor and Com-
pany of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay,” be, and at all times hereafter
shall be, personable and capable in law to have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy and retain
lands, rents, privileges, liberties, jurisdictions, franchises and hereditaments, of what kind,
nature or quality soever they be, to them and their successors; and also to give, grant,
demise, alien, assign and dispose lands, tenements and hereditaments, and to do and execute
all and singular other things by the same name that to them shall or may appertain to do;
and that they and their successors, by the name of “The Governor and Company of Adven-
turers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay,” may plead and be impleaded, anawer and be
answered, defend and be defended, in whatsoever courts and places, before whatsoever judges
and justices, and other persons and officers, in all and singular actions, pleas, suits, quar-
rels, causes and demands whatsoever, of whatsoever kind, nature or sort, in such manner
and form as any other our liege people of this our realm of England, being persons able
and capable in law, may or can have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, retain, give, grant,
demise, alien, assign, dispose, plead, defend and he defended, do, permit and execute; and
that the said Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay,
and their successors, may have a common seal to serve for all the causes and businesses of
them and their successors, and that it shall and may be lawful to the said Governor and
Company, and their successors, the same seal, from time to time, at their will and pleasure,

“to break, change, and to make anew or alter, a8 to them shall seem expedient: Anp rur-

THER WE wiLL, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, wk Do ordain, that
there shall be from henceforth one of the same Company to be elected and appointed in
such form as hereafter in these presents is expressed, w{ich shall be called the Governor
of the said Company ; and that the said Governor and Company shall or may elect seven
of their number, in such form as hereafter in these presents is expressed, which shall be
called the Committee of the said Company, which Committee of seven, or any three of them,
together with the Governor or Deputy Governor of the said Compeny for the time being, shall
have the direction of the voyages of and for the said Company, =nd the provision of the
shipping and merchandizes thereunto belonging, and also the sale of all merchandizes,
goods and other things returned, in all or any the voyages or ships of or for the said Com-
pany, and the managing and handling of all other business, affairs and things belonging to
the said Company : AND WR WiILL, ordain and grant by these presents, for us, our heirs
and successors, unto the seid Governor and Company, and their successors, that they the
said Governor and Cormupany, and their successors, shall from henceforth for ever be ruled,
ordered and governed according to such manner and form as ie hereafier in these presents
expressed, and not otherwise ; and that they shall have, hold, retain and enjoy the grants,
liberties, privileges, jurisdictions and immunities only hereafier in these presents granted
and expressed, and no other: And for the better execution of our will and grant in this behalf,
WE HAVE i35IGNED, nominated, conzstituted and made, and by these presents, for us, our heirs
and successors, Wi DO ABSIGN, nominate, constitute and make our said Cousin, Privez Ru-
PERT,tobe thefirst and present Governorofthe said Company, and to continue in thesaid office
from the date of these presents until the 10th November then next following, if he, the said
Prince Rupert, shall so long live, and so until a new Governor be chosen by the said Com~
pany in form hereafter expressed : AND ALSO WE HAVE assigned, nominate! and appointed,
and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, we Do assign, nominate and consti-
tute, the said Sir John Robinson, Sir Robert Vyner, Siv Peter Colleton, James Hayes, John
Kirke, Francis Millington and John Portman to be the seven first and present Committees
of the seid Company, from the date of these presents until the said IOtﬁ day of November
then also next following, and so until new Committees shall be chosen in form hereafter
expressed : AND FURTHRR WE WILL and grant by these presents, for us, our heirs and suc-
cessors, unto the said Governor and Company, and their suceessors, that it shall and may
be lawful to and for the said Governor and Company for the time Being, or the greater part
of them present at any public assembly, commonly called the Court Geureral, to be holden
for the said Company, the Governor of the said (z;)mpnny being always one, from time to
time to elect, nominate and appeint one of the said Comganéoto be Deputy to the said

\ e Governor &nd three or more
of the Committee of the said Company for the tie being, well, truly and faithfully to exe-
cute his said office of Deputy to the éovemor of the sald Company, and after his oath so
taken shall and may from time to time, in the absence of the said Governor, exercise and
execute the office of Governor of the said Company,in such sort as the said Governor ought
to do: AND FURTHER WE WILL and grant by these presents, for us, our heirs and succes-
sors, unto the said Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s
Bay, aud their successors, that they, or the greater part of them, whereol the Governor far
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the time being or his Deputy to be one, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, shall
and may have authority and power, yearly and every year, between the first and last day
of November, to assemble and meet together in some convenient place, to be appointed from
time to time by the Governor, or'in his absence by the Deputy of the said Governor for the
time being, and that they being so assembled, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said
Governor or Deputy of the said Governor, and the said Company for the time being, or the
greater part of them which then shall happen to be present, whereof the Governor of the
said Company or his Deputy for the time being to be one, to elect and nominate one of the
said Company, which shall {)e Governor of the said Company for one whole year then next
following, which person being so elected and nominated to be Governor of the said Company
as is aforesaid, before he be rdmitted to the execution of the raid office, shall take a corporal
oath before the last Governor, being his predecessor or his Deputy, and any three or more
of the Committee of the said Company for the time being, that he shall from time to time
well and truly execute the office of Governor of the said Company in all things concemlng
the same ; and that immediately after the same oath so taken, he shall and may execute an
use the said office of Governor of the said Company for one whole year from thence next
following : And in like sort we will and grant, that as well every one of the above-named to
be of the said Company or Fellowship, as all others hereafter to be admitted or free of the
said Company, shall take a corporal oath before the Governor of the said Company or his
Deputy for the time being to such effect as by the eaid Governor and Com{;‘zny, or the
greater part of them, in any public court to be held for the said Company, shall be in reason-
able and legal manner set down and devised, before they shall be allowed or admitted to
trade or traffic 08 a freeman of the said Company: AND PURTHER WE WiLL and grant by
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, unto the said Governor and ComFany, and
their successors, that the said Govemor or Deputy Governor, and the rest of the said
Company, and their successors for the time being, or the greater part of them, whereof
the Governor or Deputy Governor from time to time to be one, shall and may from
time to time, and at all times hereafter,have power and authority, yearly nnd every year,
between the first and last day of November, to assemble and meet together in some con-
venient place, from time to time to be appointed by the said Governor of the said Company,
or in his absence by his Deputy; and that they being so assembled, it shall and may be
lawful to and for the said Governor or his Deputy, and the Company for the time being,
or the greater part of them, which then shall happen to be present, whereof the Governor
of the said Company or his Deputy for the time being to be one, to elect and nominate
seven of the said Company, nglic shafl be a Commuttee of the said Company for one
whole year from then next ensuing, which persons being so elected and nominated to be a
Committee of the said Company as aforesaid, before they be admitted to the execution of
their office, shall take @ corporal cath Lefore the Governor or his Deputy, and any three or
more of the said Committee of the said Company, being their last predecessors, that the
and every of them shall well and faithfully perform their said office of Committees in all
things concerving the same, and that immediately after the said oath so taken, they shall
and may execute and use their said office of Committees of the said Company for one
whole year from thence next following : AND MOREoVER, our will and pleasure is, and by
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, Wk po GRANT unto the said Governor
and Company, and their successors, that when and as often as it shall happen, the Governor
or Deputy Governor of the said Company for the time being, at any time within one year
after that be #hall be nominated, elected and sworn to the office of the Governor of the said
Company, as is aforesaid, to die or to be removed from the said office, which Governor
or Deputy Governor not demeaning hiraself well in his said office, we wiLL to be removable
-at the pleasure of the rest of the said Company, or the greater part of them which shall he
present at their public assemblies, commonly called their General Courts holden for the
said Company, that then and so often it shall and may be lawful to and for the residue of
the said Comﬁnny for the time being, or the greater part of them, within a convenient time
after. the death or removing of any such Governor or Deputy Governor, to assemble them-
selves in such convenient place as they shall think fit, for the election of the Governor or
Deputy Governor of the said Company ; and that the said Company, or the greater part
of them, being then and there present, shall and may, then and there, Eefore their departure
from the eaid place, elect and noniinate one other of the said Company to be Governor
or Deputy Governor for the said Company, in the place and stead of him that so died or
-was removed ; which pereon being so elected and nominated to the office of Governor or
Deputy Governor of the seid Company, shall have and exercise the said office for and
during the residue of the said year, tazing first a corporal oath, as is aforesaid, for the due
execution thereof; aud this to be done from time to time so often as the case shall so
require: AXD A180, our will and pleasure is, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and
successers, WR 10 grant unto the said Governer and Company, that when and as often as
1t shall happen any person or persons of the Committee of the said Company for the time
being, at any time within one year next after that they or any of them shall be nominated,
elected and sworn to the office of Committee of the said Company us is aforesuid, to die or
to be removed from the said coffice, which Committees not demeaning themselves well in
their said (flice, we will to be reniovable at the pleasure of the said Governor and Company,
.or the preater part of them, whereof the Governor of the said Compuny for the time Eeing
or his Deputy to be one, that then and so often, it shall und niuy be lawful to and for the said
Governor, and the rest of the Company for the time being, or the greater part of them, whereof
the Governor for the time being or bis Deputy to be one, within convenient time after
547, A3 the
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the death or removing of any of the said Committee, to assemble themselves in such eon-
venient place as is or shall be usual and accustomed for the election of the Governor of the
said Company, or where else the Governor of the said Company for the time being or his
Deputy shall appoint: And that the said Governor and Company, or the greater part of
them, whereof the Governor for the time being or his Deputy to be one, being then and
there present, shall and may, then and there, before their departure from the said place,
elect and nominate one or more of the said Company to.be of the Committee of the said
Comﬁmny in the place and stead of him or them that so died, or were or was so removed,
which person or persons 8o nominated and elected to the office of Committee of the said
Company shall ﬁ:ve and exercise the said office for and during the residue of the said year,
taking first a corporal oath, as is aforesaid, for the due execution thereof, and this to be done
from time to time, 8o ofien as the case shall require: And to the end the said Governor and
Company of Adventurers of England treding into Hudson’s Bay may be encouraged to
undertake and eflectually to prosecute the said design, of our more especial grace, certain
knowledge and mere motion, WE HAVE given, granted and confirmed, and by these presents,
for us, our heirs and successors, po give, grant and confirm, unto the said Governor and
Company, and their successors, the sole trade and commerce of all those seas, straits,
bays, rivers, lakes, creeks, and sounds, in whatsoever latitude they shall be, that lie within
the entrance of the straits, eommonly called Hudson’s Straits, together with all the
lands and territories upon the countries, coasts and confines of the seas, bays, lakes, rivers,
creeks and sounds aforesaid, that are not already actually possessed by or ted to any
of our subjects, or possessed by the subjects of any other Christian Prince or State, with the
fishing of all sorts of fish, whales, sturgeons, and all other royal fishes in the seas, bays,
inlets and rivers within the premises, and the fish therein taken, together with the royaity
of the sea upon the coasts within the limits aforesaid, and all mines royal, as well discovered
as not discovered, of gold, silver, gems and precious stones, to be found or discovered within
the territories, limits and places aforesaid, and that the said land be from henceforth
reckoned and reputed as qne of our plantations or colonies in America, called * Rupert's
Land” AxD PURTHER, WE DO by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, make,
create and constitute the-said Governor and Company for the time being, and their saccess
gors, the true and absolute lords and proprietors of the same territory, limits and places
aforesaid, and of all other the premises, saviNe aLways the faith, allegiance and sovereign.
dominion due to us, our heirs and successors, for the same, To HAVE, HOLD, possess and
enjoy the said territory, limits and places, and all and singular other the Jaremlses hereby.
granted as aforesaid, with their and every of their nights, members, jurisdictions, preroga~
tives, royalties and appurtenances whatsoever, to them the said Governor and Company,
and their successors for ever, To BE HOLDEN of us, our heirs and successors, as of our
manor of East Greenwich, in our county of Kent, in free and common soccage, and not in
capite or by Knight’s service ; YIELDING AND PAYING yearly to us, our heirs and successors,
for the same, two elks and two black beavers, whensoever and as often as we, our heirs and
successors, shall happen to enter into the said countries, territories and regions hereby
granted : AND PURTHER, our will and pleasure is, and by these presents, for us, our heirs
and successors, WE DO grant unto the said Governor and Company, and to their successors,
that it shail and may be lawful to and for the said Governor and Company, and their
successors, from time to time, to assemble themselves, for or about any the matiers,
causes, affairs or businesses of the said trade, in any place or places for the same
convenient, within our dominions or elsewhere, and there to hold court for the said
Company, and the affairs thereof; and that, also, it shall and may be lawful to
and for them, and the greater part of them, being so assembled, and that shall then
and there be present, in any such place or places, whereof the Governor or his Deputy for
the time being to be oue, to make, ordain and constitute such and so many reasonable
Iaws, constitutions, orders and ordinances as to them, or the greater part of them, being thea
and there present, shall seem necessary and convenient for ge good government of the said
Company, and of all governors of colonies, forts and plantations, faclors, masters, mariners
and other officers employed or to be employed in any of the territories and lands aforesaid,
and in any of their voyages; and for the better advancement and continuance of the said
trade or traffic and plantations, and the same laws, constitutions, orders and ordinances so
made, to put in, use and execute accordingly, and at their pleasure to revoke and alter the
same or any of them, as the occasion shall require: And that the said Governor and Com-
pany, so often as they shall make, ordain or establish any such laws, constitutions, orders
and ordinances In such form aa aforesaid, shall and may lawfully impose, ordain, limit and
provide such pains, penalties and punishments upon all offenders, contrary to such laws,
constitutions, orders and ordinances, or any of them, as to the said Governor aud Company
for the time being, or the greater part of them, then and there bewng present, the said
Governor or his Deputy being always one, shail seem necessary, requisite or convenient for
the observation of the same laws, constitutions, orders and ordinances; and the same fineg
and amerciaments shall and may, by their officers and servants from time to time to be
appointed for that purpose, levy, take and have, to the use of the said Governor and Com-
peny, and their successors, without the impedtinent of us, our heirs or successors, or of any
the officers or ministers of us, our heirs or successors, and without any account therefore to
us, our heirs or successors, to be made: All and singular which laws, constitutions,
orders and ordinances, so as aforesaid to be made, we wiLL to be duly observed and ke

under the pains and penalties therein to be contained; so always as the said laws,
constitutions, orders and ordinances, fines and amerciaments, be reasonable, and not con-

tyary
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trary or repugnant, but as near as may be agreeable to the laws, statutes or customs of this

our tealm: AND PURTHERMORE, of our ample and abundant grace, certain knowledge and [ iher grant of

mere motion, WE Eave grauted, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, Do {ade.

grant unto the said Governor and Company, and their successors, that they and their suc-

cessors, and their factors, servants and agents, for them and on their behalf, and not other-

wise, ehall for ever hereafter have, use and enjoy, not ouly the whole, entire and only trade

and traffic, and the whole, entire and only liberty, use and privilege of trading and

trafficking to and from the territory, limits and places aforesaid; but also the whole and

entire trade and traffic to and from all havens, bays, creeks, rivers, lakes and seas, into

which they shall find entrance or passage by water or land out of the territorics, limits or
laces aforesaid ; and to and with all the natives and people inhabiting, or which shall in..

Eahit within the territories, limits and places aforesaid ; and to and with all other nations,

inhabiting any the coasts adjacent to the said territories, limits_’, e.md places which are not

already possessed as aforesaid, or whereof the sole liberty or privilege of trade and traffic is

not granted to any other of our subjects: AND Wg, of aur turther royal favour, and of our And no subjects of

more especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, HAVE granted, and by these pre- his Majesty to

sents, for us, our heirs and successors, po grant to the said Governor and Company, and trade within the

to their successors, that neither the said territories, limits and places, hereby granted Company’s terri-

as aforesaid, nor any part thereof, nor the islands, havens, ports, cities, towns or tories without

places thereof or therein contained, shall be visited, frequented or haunted by any leave from the

of the subjects of us, our heirs or successors, coat to the true meaning of these CO™Pany, . thei
resents, and by virtue of our prerogative royal, which we will not have in that ¥HhES Uﬂe:lf eir

ﬁehalf argued or bronght into question: WE sTRAITLY charge, command and prohibit, comman seat

for us, our heirs and successors, all the subjects of us, our heirs and successors, of what

degree or quality soever they be, that none of them, directly or indirectly, do visit, haunt,

frequent or trade, traffic or edventure, by way of merchandize, into or from any of the said

terrtories, limits or places hereby granted, or any or either of them, other than the said

Governor and Company, and such particular persons as now be or hereafter shall be of

that Company, their agents, factors and assigns, unless it be by the license and agreement of

the said Governor and Company in writing first had and obtained, under their common seal,

to be granted, upon pain that every such person or persons that shall trade or traffic into or

from any of the countries, territories or limits aforesaid, other than the said Governor and

Company and their successors, shall incur our indignation, and the forfeiture and the loss of Under penalty of

the goo«ﬂt, merchandizes and other things whatsoever, which so shall be brought into this forfeiting all goods,

realm of England, or any the dominions of the same, contrary to our said prohibition, or %c- brought from

the purport or true meaning of these presents, for which the said Governor and Company thence into Eng-

shalr find, take and seize in other places out of our dominions, where the said Company,

their agents, factors or ministers shall trade, traffic or inhabit by virtue of these our letters

patent, as also the ship and ships, with the furniture thereof, wherein such goods, merchan-

dizes and other things shall be Ercught and found ; the one-half of ell the said forfeitures to One-balf to go'to

be to us, our heirs and successors, and the other half thereof w2 po by these presents clearly the King, he other

and wholly, for us, our heirs and successors, give and grant unto the said Governor and Com- to the Company.

pany, and their successors : AND FURTHER, all and every the said offenders, for their said

contempt, to suffer such other punishment as to us, our heirs and successors, for so high a

contempt, shall seem meet and convenient, and not to be in anywise delivered until they

and every of them shall becume bound unto the said Governor for the timie being in the

sum of One thousand pounds at the least, at no time then after to trade or traffic into any

of the said places, seas, straits, bays, ports, havens or territories aforesaid, contrary to

our express commandment in that be{;alf set down and published: AND FURTHER, of our Nor will liberty

more especial grace, WE HAVE condescended and granted, and by these presents, for us, our of such trade be

heirs and successors, Do grant unto the said Governor and Company, and their successors, given by his Ma-

that we, our heirs and successors, will not grant liberty, license or power to any person or jesty to oy person

rsons whatsoever, contrary to the tenor of these our letters patent, to trade, traffic or without consent of

inhubit, unto or upon any the territories, limits or ‘Places afore specified, contrary to the true the Company.

meaning of these presents, without the consent of the said Governor and Company, or the

most part of them: Anp, of our more abundant grace and favour to the said Governor Persons free of the

and Company, WE Do hereby declare our will and pleasure to be, that if it shall so happen Company, failing

that any of the persons free or to be free of the said Company of Adventurers of England ‘0 Pay the sums

trading into Hudson’s Bay, who shall, before the going forth of any ship or ships appomted ’“Pecg“b’

for o voYAGE or otherwise, promise or s:{gree, by writing under his or their hands, to adven- g;ns%g;e dtobbethe

ture any sum or sums of money towards the furnishing any provision, or maintenance of in":ife Adenlurln

any voyage or voyages, set forth, or to be set forth, or intended or meant to be set forth, by of the Company

the said Governor and Company, or the more part of them present at any public assembly, may be removed

commonly called their General Court, shall not withip the space of twenty days next after aud disfranchised.

warning given to him or them by the said Governor or Company, or their {nown officer or

minister, bring in and deliver to the Treasurer or Treasurers appointed for the Company, such

sums of money as shall have been expressed and set down in writing by the said person or

persons, subscribed with the name of said Adventurer or Adventurers, that then and at all

times after it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Governor and Company, or the more

part of them present, whereof the said Governor or his Deputy to be one, at any of their

General Courts or General Asserublies, to remove and disfranchise him or them, and every

such person and persons at their wills and pleasures, and he or they 50 removed and dis-

franchised not to be permitted to trade into the countries, territories and limits aforesaid,

or any part thereof, nor to have any adventure or stock going or remaining with or amongst
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8 COPIES OR EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE RELATING

the said Company, without the spectal license of the said Governor and Company, or the
more part of them present atany General Court, first had and obtained in that behalf, any
thing Eefore in these presents to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding: AnD
OUR WILL AND PLEABURE 15, and hereby we do also ordain, that it shall and may be lawful
to and for the said Governor and Company, or the preater part of them, whereof the Governor
for the time being or his Deputy to be one, to admit into and to be of the said Company all
such servants or factors, of or for the said Company, and all such others as to them or the
most part of them present, at any court held for the said Company, the Governor or his
Deputy being one, shall be thought fit and agreeable with the orders and ordinances made
and to be made for the government of the said Company : AND FuRTHER, our will and plea-
sure is, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, we po grant unto the said
Governor and Company, and to their successors, that it shall and may be lawful in all
elections and bye-laws to be made by the General Court of the Adventurers of the
said Company, that every person shall have a number of votes according to his stock,
that is to say, for every hundred 'Pounds by him subscribed or brought mto the present
stock, one vnte, and that any of those that have subscribed lesa than One bundred
pounds may join their respective sums to make up One hundred pounds, and have one
vote jointly for the same, and not otherwise: AND PuxTHER, of our especial grace,
certain knowledge and mere motion, we no, for us, our heirs and successors, grant
to and with the said Governar and Company of Adventurers of Enpgland trading into
Hudson’s Bay, that all lands, islands, temitories, plantations, forts, fortifications, fac-
tories or colonies, where the said Company's factories and trade are or shall be, within
any the ports or places afore limited, shall be immediately and from henceforth under the
power and command of the saidd Governor and Company, their successors and assigns ;
saving the faith and allegiance duc to be performed to us, our heirs and successors as
aforesaid ; and that the said Governor and Company shall have liberty, full power and
authority to appoint and establish Governors and all other officers to govern them, and that
the Governor and his Council of the several and respective places where the said Company
shall have plantations, forts, fuctories, colonies or places of trade within any the countries,
lands or territories hereby granted, may have power to judge all persons belonging “to the
said Governor and Company, or that shall live under them, in all causes, whether civil or
criminal, according to the laws of this kingdom, and to execute justice accordingly ; and in
case any crime or misdemeanor shall be committed in any of the said Company’s p?;ntations,
forts, factories or places of trade within the limits aforesaid, where judicature cannot be
execnted for want of a Governor and Council there, then in such case it shall and may be
lawful for the chief Factor of that place and his Council to transmit the party, together with
the offence, to such other plantation, factory or fort where there shall Ee a Governor and
Council, where justice may be executed, or into this kingdom of England, as shall be
thought most convenient, there to receive such punishment as the nature of his offence shall
deserve : AND MOREOVER, our will and pleasure is, and by these presents, for us, our
heirs and successors, WE Do G1vE and grant unto the said éovemor and Company, and
their suceessors, free liberty and license, in case they conceive it necessary, to send either
ships of war, men or ammunition, unto any their plantations, forts, factories or places
of trade aforesaid, for the security and defence of the same, and to choose commanders
and officers over them, and to give them power and authority, by commission under their
common seal, or otherwise, to continue or make peace or war with any prince or people
whatsoever, that are not Christians, in any places where the said Company shall have any
lantations, forts or factories, or adjacent tEereunto, as shail be most for tKe advantage and
Eeneﬁt of the said Governor and Company, and of their trade ; and also to right and recom-
pense themselves upon the goods, estates or people of those parts, by whom the said
Governor and Company shall sustain any injury, loss or dawcage, or upon any other
people whatsoever that shall any way, contrary to the intent of these presents, interrupt,
wrong or injure them in their said trade, within the said places, territories and limits
granted by this Charter : And that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Governor
and Company, and their successors, from time to time, and at al} times from henceforth, to
erect and build such castles, fortifications, forts, garrisons, colonies or plantations, towns or
villages, in any parts or places within the limits and bounds granted before in these presents
unto the said Governorand Company, as they in their discretion shall think 6it and requisite,
and for the supply of such as shall be needful and convenient, to keep and be in the same,
to send out of this kivgdom, to the eaid cestles, forts, fortifications, garrisons, colonies,
plantations, towns or villages, all kinds of clothing, provision of victuals, ammunition and
implements necessary for such purpose, paying the duties and customs for the same, as also
to transport and carry over such number of men, being willing thereunto, or not prohibited,
as they shall think fit, and also to govern them in such legal and reasonable manner as the
gaid Governor and Company shall think best, and to inflict punishmeat for misdemeanors,
or impose such fines upon them for breach of their orders, as in these presents are formerly
expressed : AND PURTHER, our will and pleasure is, and lgothese presents, for us, our heirs
and successors, wg Do grant unto the said Governor and Company, and to their successors,
full power and lawful authority to seize upon the persous of all such English, or any other
our subjects which shall sail into Hudson'’s Bay, or inhabit in any of the countries, islands
or territories hereby granted to the said Governor and Company, without their leave and
license in that behaFf first had and obtained, or that shall contemn or discbey their orders,
and send them to England; and that all and every person or persons, being our subjects,
any ways employed by the said Governor and Company, within any the parts, places and
limits aforesaid, shall be liable unto and suffer such punishment for any offences by them
committed
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committed in the parts aforesaid, as the President and Council for the said Governor and
Company there shall think fit, and the ment of the offence shall require, as aforesaid ; and
in case any person or persons being convicted and sentenced by he President and Council
of the said Governor and Company, in the countries, lands or limits aforesaid, their factors
or agents there, for any offence Ey them done, shall appeal from the same, that then and in
such case it shall and may be lawful to and for the said President and Council, factors
or agents, to seize upon him or them, and to carry him or them home prisoners into Eng-
land, to the said Governor and Company, there to receive such condign punishment as his
cause shall require, and the law of this nation allow of ; and for the better discovery of
abuses and injuries to be done unto the said Governor and Company, or their successors,
by any servant by them to be employed in the said voyeges and plantations, it shall and
may be lawful to and for the said Governor and Company, and their respective President,
Clief Agent or Governor in the parts aforesaid, to examine upon oath all factors, masters,
pursers, supercargoes, commanders of castles, forts, fortifications, plantations or colonies, or
other persons, touching or concerning any matter or thing in which by law or usage an
oath may be administered, so as the seid oath, and the matter therein contained, be not
repugnant, but agreeable to the laws of thisrealm: ANn we po hereby straitly charge
and command all and singular our Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Justices, Mayors, Sheriffs,
Constables, Bailiffs, and all and singular other our officers, ministers, liege men and sub-
jects whatsoever, to be aiding, favouring, helping and assisting to the said Governor and
Company, and to their successors, and to their deputies, officers, factors, servants, assigns
and ministers, and every of them, in executing and enjoying the premises, as well on land
as on sea, from time to time, when any of you shall thereunto be required; axy Starurs,
act, ordinance, proviso, proclamation or restraint heretofore bad, made, set forth, ordained
or provided, or any other matter, cause or thing whatsoever to the contrary in anywise
notwithstanding. Yn WiTxess WHEREOF we have caused these our Letters to be made
Patent. Wirngss ouRsELr at Westmineter, the second day of May, in the two-and-

twentieth year of our reign.
By Writ of Privy Seal,
Pigott,
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