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p. 119 T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  F a c t o r  

a n d  T r a d e s  t o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
F o r t  V i c t o r i a  

F e b r u a r y  1 6 t h  1 8 5 9                          
 

S i r /  
 I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  y o u r  r e q u e s t                                             
a n d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  f o r m e r  l e t t e r  o n                                         
t h e  s a m e  s u b j e c t ,  w e  h a v e  n o w  t h e  h o n o r                                        
t o  l a y  b e f o r e  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  a  s t a t e m e n t                                       
o f  c l a i m s  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  o n  t h e  p a r t                                       
o f  t h e  H u d s o n ’ s  B a y  C o m p a n y  t o  l a n d s  n o w                                     
a n d  r e c e n t l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e m .  
 W e  c o n f i n e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e -                                         
m e n t  h e r e w i t h  e n c l o s e d ,  r e s e r v i n g  f o r                                            
a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  i f  n e e d  b e ,  a  m o r e                                             
d e t a i l e d  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  u p o n                                    
w h i c h  o u r  c l a i m s  a r e  f o u n d e d  k n o w i n g                                           
t h a t  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  i s  a l r e a d y  a c q u a i n t e d                                      
w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  a l l  i t s  b e a r i n g .  
 H e r  M a j e s t y ’ s  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  e x p r e s s -                                    
i n g  a  w i s h  a s  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e ,  t o  m e e t  o u r                                       
c l a i m s  i n  a  l i b e r a l  s p i r i t  a r e  n o  d o u b t                                           
w e l l  a w a r e  t h a t  t o  t h e  H u d s o n ’ s  B a y                                              
C o m p a n y  a l o n e ,  d o  t h e y  o w e  t h e  p r e s e n t                                         
p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a s t                                           
t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a                                        
w h i c h  e m b r a c e s  n o t  o n l y  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a                                      
b u t  V a n c o u v e r ’ s  I s l a n d  a n d  i t s  d e p e n d e n c i e s .                                 
Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  i s  a l s o  a w a r e  o f  t h e  m o r e                                      
r e c e n t  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  f o r  d i r e c t                                         
a n d  i n d i r e c t  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  t o  H e r      
      M a j e s t y ’ s  
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M a j e s t y ’ s  G o v e r n m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  t r y i n g                                   

c r i s i s ,  s i n c e  t h e  g o l d  d i s c o v e r i e s .   T h r o u g h                                    

t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y ’ s  O f f i c e r s                                 

a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  a l r e a d y  f o r m i n g  t h e  n u c l e u s                                     

o f  a  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  w h i c h  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y                                     

f o r m e d  t h e  h e a d ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a                                              

g r e a t  C o l o n y  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  l a i d  -                                      

T h o u g h  t h e  c o n n e x i o n  b e  n o w  s e v e r e d ,  w e                                      

n e e d  h a r d l y  a d d  t h a t  o u r  b e s t  s e r v i c e s                                            

a n d  i n f l u e n c e  s h a l l  b e  a l w a y s  a t  y o u r                                            

E x c e l l e n c y ’ s  d i s p o s a l ,  i n  t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n                                       

o f  t h e  a r d u o u s  t a s k  n o w  b e f o r e  y o u .  

 W e  w o u l d  o n l y  f u r t h e r  r e c a l l  t o                                             

y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y ’ s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t                                    

o u r  c l a i m s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  w e r e  a c k n o w l e d g e d                                   

a n d  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  b o t h  H e r  M a j e s t y ’ s  G o v -                                    

e r n m e n t  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s                                             

o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  o u r  r i g h t s  c o n f i r m e d -                                   

o n  t h e  c e s s i o n  o f  o u r  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n                                            

O r e g o n  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  b y  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  1 8 4 6 .  

W e  h a v e  + c  

( S g . )  A . G .  D a l l a s  –  P r e s i d e n t  o f  C o u n c i l  
J o h n  W o r k  –  C h i e f  F a c t o r  

R o d k .  F i n l a y s o n  –  C h i e f  T r a d e r  
C h a r l e s  D o d d  –  C h i e f  T r a d e r  

 
T o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  
 J a m e s  D o u g l a s  E s q .  
  G o v e r n o r  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
   + c   + c   + c  /  
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p. 120 S t a t e m e n t  o f  C l a i m s  o f  L a n d  i n  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  b y  t h e  H u d s o n ’ s  B a y  C o m p a n y  –  v i z . x  

 

    No. 1 Old Fort Langley.  6 half Blocks Nos. 3, 4, 
13, 14, 23, 24 each containing 10 Lots –  
60 Lots 

 

2 New Fort Langley and adjacent Farms - 10 Square miles 
3 Point at the Forks of Siness River ------ 50 Acres 
4 Point at the Forks of Harrison’s River - 20 Acres 
5 Fort Hope with cleared land adjoin -       

ing, especially Block No. 1, on Official 
Map of the Town which encroaches         
on the Fort ------------------------------- 

 
 
640 Acres 

6 Fort Yale – portion marked reserved      
  and Block 17 on Official map of the Town 

 
6 Acres 

7 Fort Dallas------------------------------------ 50 Acres 
8 Fort at Kamloops known as Thompson’s    

     River with lands adjacent-------------- 
 
10 miles square 

9 Fort Berens---------------------------------- 50 acres 
10 Fort Shepherd on the Columbia River  

 with adjoining lands-------------- 
640 Acres 

11 Fort in the Kootonais Country if                   
       North of 49 parallel--------------- 

5 miles Square 

12 The Various posts in New Caledonia 
belonging to the Company. Viz[illegible]:--- 
Fort Alexandria----5 Square Miles------ 
  “   George---------1-------“----“--------- 
Frasers Lake--------2-------“----“--------- 
Stuarts Lake--------2-------“----“--------- 
McLeods Lake-----1--------“----“-------- 
Connolly’s Lake---1--------“----“-------- 
7. Babines----------1-------“----“--------- 
8. Chilcoten--------1-------“----“--------- 

 
 
3400 Acres 
  640    “ 
1280    “ 
1280    “ 
  640    “ 
  640    “ 
  640    “ 
  640    “ 

          A n d  
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A n d  f o r  o t h e r  p o i n t s  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  f r o m                                      

F o r t  H o p e  t o  T h o m p s o n ’ s  R i v e r  a n d  N e w                                  

C a l e d o n i a  n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  o c c u p i e d  b u t                                         

i m p r o v e d  b y  t h e  s o w i n g  o f  G r a s s  S e e d  a n d                                  

f o r  m a k i n g  r o a d s  a  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  F i v e                                        

t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  

 No 13 Fort Simpson with lands adjoining----- 600 Acres 

 “   14 Fort McLaughlin-------------------------- 600 Acres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

T a b u l a r  S t a t e m e n t  o f  L a n d  i n  B r i t i s h  
p. 121-2 

 
At what place, and explanatory description       

of Land 

I 
Involved 
Outlay 

Old Fort Langley----------------------------------- 9 Acres      ____ 
New Fort Langley and adjacent Farms---------        10  
Joint at the Forks of Siness River------------- 50 Acres 
Point at the Forks of Harrison’s River--------- 20 Acres   _____ 
Fort Hope with cleared Land adjoining-  
   especially Block No. 1 on Official map            
   of the Town which encroaches on the Fort.   
   Fort Yale – portion marked Reserve,              
   and Block No. 17 on Official Map of 

640 Acres _____ 

   the Town--------------------------------------- 6 Acres 
Fort Dallas-------------------------------------- 50 Acres    ____ 
Fort at Kamloops, with lands adjoining 10
Fort Berens--------------------------------------- 50 acres 
Fort Shepherd with adjoining lands----------- 640 Acres 
Fort in the Kootonais Country------------------ 5 Miles Square
The Various Posts in New Caledonia [illegible word]  
Fort Alexandria------3400 Acres----------------- 5 
Fort George----------  640 Do  ---------------------- 1 
Fraser’s Lake--------1280 Do  ----------------------- 2 
Stuarts Lake---------1280 do  ------------------------ 2 
McLeod’s Lake-----  640 do  ------------------------ 1 
Conolly’s Lake------  640 do  ------------------------- 1 
7 Babines------------- 640 do  ------------------------- 1 
8 Chilcoten----------- 640 do  ------------------------- 1 
And for other points along the route from Fort  
Hope to Thompson’s River and New Caledonia, not    
permanently occupied, but improved by the sowing 
of Grass seed, and for making roads, a compen- 
sation of Five thousand dollars. 

 
 
 
 
      ______ 

Fort Simpson with lands adjoining--------------- 600
Fort McLaughlin----------------------------------- 600 Acres 

 
Fort William – 8th June 1859 

(Sd.) A. G. Dallas. President of Council 
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C o l u m b i a  h e l d  b y  t h e  H u d s o n ’ s  B a y  C o m p a n y  

II 
Brought into 
Cultivation 

III 
Necessary for 

the maintenance of  
existing stock of  
Establishments 

IV 
Served for oc- 

cassional Pasture 

Remarks 

 
____________ 
Square miles 

   
Being part of the Town as now  
surveyed, or 6 Half Blocks Nos. 3, 4,  
13, 14, 23, 24 in all 60 Lots. 

 
____________ 
____________ 

 
_________ 
_________ 

 The whole of the cleared land at  
Old Langley claimed by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company as having been cleared 
and occupied by them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
____________ 
Miles Square 

 
 
 
 
 
 
________ 
________ 
________________ 

 This land was surveyed and sold  
by Government against the remon 
strances of the Officers of the  
Company and the portion stated  
above being inferior in position is  
now claimed as only a portion of wha 
they consider they are entitled to – 
Known as Thompson’s River. 

 
 

________________ 
________________ 

 On the Columbia River. 
if North of 49th Parallel. 

____________ 
Square Miles 

________________   

-----“-----“----    
-----“-----“----    
-----“-----“----    
-----“-----“----    
-----“-----“----    
-----“-----“----    
-----“-----“---- ________________   
    
    
____________ ________________   
Acres  ________________   
    
    




