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Issued by the Committee appointed by the Conference,

28th June, 1916
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(Nore—This statenent was put into the hands ol tie Govern-
ment of Canada and the Seeretary of State for the Colonies, was
g published in the press of Vancouver and was sent to cach Indian
Tribe.) -

The Indian Tribes of British Columbia have always cluimed tribal owner-
ship of the lands of the Province as the lands of their forctuthers, and under
Royal proclamation, but since the days of Sir James Douglas the local Govern-
* ; ment has not adiitted their elaims.

All the Indians of the Provinee have for many years desived that this land
question should be decided, and to that end in the year 1900 sent a petition to
the Jate King Bdward V11, and his Imperial Minister, the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, asking that the Imperial Government vefer the land question
to the Judicial Committee of s Majesty's Privy Council,

When, by reason of refusal of British Columbia to agree to a relerence,
and the Melenna Agreement afterwards entered into hy the Govermnents of
Canada and British Columbia, it seemed that the door of the Judicial Committee
had been closed against the Indiuus, the Nishga Tribe was acvised that if one
tribe presented a direet and independent petition to the Wing's Great Court, Tlis
Majesty’s Privy Couneil, the door of the Judicial Committee might 1 that 4
way be opencd, not only for that tribe, but for all other tribes. The Nishgas
therelore decided o fake fhe responsibility off ]Hl"-ulltllll" sueh o |whli=m Im R
the henefit of all the tribes. -

With the approval of the Connsel for the Indian Rights Association, and
after full consultation with the Govermment of Canada, the Petition ol the |
Nishea Tribe was todged in the Trivy Couneil in May, 1913, That action was
taken by the Nisheas with the earnest hope that the other tribes would unite
in recognizing their Petition as a test case relating to the elaims of all the tribes.

After the Nishga Petition had been lodged, the London lawyers of the
Nishga Tribe received from the Lord President of the Privy Couneil a letter
stating as reason for not referring it to the Judicial Committee the supposed
fact that the Roval Commission appointed under the Mellenna Agreement was
considering the aboriginal elaims, which are the subject of the Petition.  Soon
afterwards the Nishgas presented to the Royal Cownnission a memorial in
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answer to which they were informed that the Commissioners were not consider-
ing, and had no power to consider these claims.

g e AR s Kt Y e J

Subsequently the Nishga © tition was very fully considered at Ottawa, and
as result in June, 1914, the Government passed an Order-in-Couneil asking .
that “he Indian tribes aceept the findings ol the Royal Commission, and agree 2

F.o_sui:m:udmr their rights if the-eonrts-should-deeite—that-theyhavemmy, taking
in place of them benefits to be granted by the Government of Canada.
The Nishga Tribe and the Interier Tribes allied with the sy were unwilling

to accept these conditions, but made proposals of their own, su;:mxlnw that the d
matter of lands to he veserved he finally dealt with by the Sceretavy of State i
for the Colonies and that the matter of fixing compensation for lands to he gl

surrendered bhe dealt with by the Parlimment of Canada,

~ These counter proposals the Government of Canada rejected by Order-in- !
Couneil passed in June, 1915, mainly upon the ground that the Government y
was precluded by the MeKenna Agreement from aceepting them,

The Nishga and Interior Tribes being still unwilling to aceept the Gov- :
crnment’s terms, and helieving that all or nearly all of the tribes of the Provinee
would be unwilling to aceept them, in April kust sent delegations to Ottawa,

The d{’l("'rlt(“i spent six weeks in Ottawa, and placed the case squarely
before the Prime Minister of Canada, the Minister of Interior, and the Deputy n
Superintendent-CGleneral of Indian Affaivs. They also interviewed Siv Wilfrid !
Lianvier, who when Prime Minister promised that the land question would he i
hrouel it before the Jndicial Connnittee. /

The delegates devoted much attention to the expected report of the Royal
Conupission, and asked that the report he not finally dealt with until the issues
contained in’the Nishga Petition should have been decided, or at Teast nuntil the
Indian tribes should have an opportunity of making representations regarding
its findings,

ITaving failed to secure any definite answer from the Government, the dele-
cates, ]:Mm‘e leaving Ottawa, in a statement placed 1o the hands of the (.mlmm-
Ceneral of Ganatla, the Prime Minister of Canada, and the Minister of the
Tuterior, and sent to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, declaved their deter-
mination to do all in their power by independent efforts to secure that the
Nishga Petition shall be referred to the Judicinl Committee.

After making some progress at Ottawa, the delegates sent fo the Iixecutive
Committee of the Indian Rights Association an invitation to join them in a
conference for the purpose of considering the interviews had with the Govern-
ment of Canada, and ihe whole position 1cached i efforts being made for the
Tudian eanse, with a view to seenring the IilHl stopossible harmony and eo-opera-
tion  This invitation wae gecepled and the Confoicinee aponcd e Vancouver
on Tuesday, June 20, At a mlmhri of nn'vlmgh held From that day until the
Following Friday, outstanding Features of he situation were disenssed with
some Mulness,  The members o the Conference also altended o gathering of
natives held on Thursday, June 22nd, addressed by Mre. Dunean C. Scoft, Deputy
Superintendent-General, whose views then expressed were carelully considered
ab subsequent meetings of the Conlerenee, . :

The main result of the Conferenee was (that unanimonsly the following i

resolutions were adopted, the first on Tuesday. June 20th, :m:'i the second on
Friday, Junc 23rd:

1. That this meeting of the Chiefs of the Indians ol British Columbia
with the Bxecutive of the Tndian Rights Association assembled, repndiate any
%uqrr(-stmn that we are satisfied with the terms of the Order-in-Conneil p.mr-rl
in June, 1914, and Mr. Clavk, K.C., of Tovonto, quite misunderstood owr instrue- ;
tious if he stated to ITow. Dr. Roche that the Indian Rights Association aceepted 1
the terms of such Ovder-in-Conneil.
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2. That a committee be appointed to agree on a general plan of action
for the Indians of British Columbia and veport to all tribes the result of their
deliberations, with power in meantime to take any necessary steps to preservé
all rights and elaims on the lines of co-operation with the Nishuzn Tribe.

The Conference also considered other serious matters of dissatisfaction.

i
r‘.'ﬁf:

The two Governments are claiming that the Todins of Britishi Columbia do
not own the foreshores of their reserves, and the Government of British Colum-
hia is claiming that the Provinee still has a reversionary interest in all reserves
which it was nnderstood had been extinguished by the agreement made in 1912
between the two Governments. Later it was explained that the British Col-
umbia Government intended to give up its reversionary claim ou the reserves,
ouly after the Indians had agreed to aceept the findings of the Royal Commis-
sion regarding portions ol existing reserves to be velinguishied.  Other matters
concerning which there was the utmost dissatisfaction were the hunting and
fishing rights claimed by the tribes. The Government iu its proposals had
made no mention of these, and they were evidently intended to be left ont of
the proposed settlement, The Indians were of the opinion that no settlement
sliould be made with the Governments until all these questions were dealt with
i soime way satisfactory to them,

The Committee appointed by the Conference in pursuance of the seceond
resolution consists of the following: Rev. Peter R Kelly, of ITydal Tribe, Chair-
man; JJ. AL Teit, Spence’s Dridge, Sceretary: Charles B. Barton, of Nishga
Tribe; Johm Tedlenitsa, of the Thompson Tribe; Dennis Peter, of Lower Fraser
Tribe, and William Nahinee, of Squamish Tribe.

This Committee has held several meetings, has aflter full consideration
acreed to recognize the Nishga Petition as a test case for the lund claims of all
the trihes, and has made plans for informing the tribes and otherwise ¢o-
operating with the Nishegas,

The Committee also decided to prepare this statement to he placed in the
handz of the Governments concerned, as well as each Indian tribe.

In connection with the Iand question, and all other matters considered at
the Conference, the Committee thinks it important to point ont that, while the
Indians of this Provinee are subijects of Ths Majesty, and an obligatiou for their
protection has heen placed upon and accepted by Canada, they arve neither wards
of the Government nor citizens of the Dominion, and that to this day there is
no real relation hetween the Indian tribe and the people of Canada, the tribe
remaining a cormmunity not yet part of the Canadian people.

The Comuitiee is sure that he Indian tribes will continue to insist 3 pon
the.rieht of Tree assembly and free speach. 1t should also be known to all
concerned that the Indian tribes will continue to jealously guard and lreely
exercise the vieht of colleeting from members of the tribe, or otherwise seenring
all Tundds needed Tor proteeting their vights and promoting their anferests,

There is another rieht which the Commnittee s salisficd that the Todian
tribes of British Columbia will very jealously guard, that of heing advised and
vepresented by counsel chosen by themselves, Under ordinary eivcnmstances,
of conrse, this should be at their own expense. IFor a fest ease, like the Nishea
Petition, containing issues allecting the Indians of the whole Provinee, it has
been generally thought that Parlivment - reasonably be asked {o provide all
funds needed.  DBut what the Committee regard as all important is to preseyve
the right of choosing counsel.  The Committee, therefore, on behall of the
Tndian tribes of this Provinee makes an earnest protest against any interference
whatever with this right on the part of the Government of Canada, or the Indian
Departnent, and particularly against the condition relating to appointment of
counsel coutained in the Ovder-in-Couneil of June, 1914

The Committee coneludes this statement by asserting that, while it is he-
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lieved that all ol the ITndian tribes of the Provinee will press on to the Judicial
Committee, refusing fo consider any so-called settlement made np under the
MeRKenna Agreement, the Committee also Feels cortain that the tribes allied for
that purpose will always be rveady to consider any really equitable niethod of
settlement out ol cowrt which wight he proposed by the Governiments,

Phe-above-statement-has-heen-issued-on-hehulf-of-the-Committee-by-the—

undesigned.

PETER R. KELLY, Chairman, 5

! JoADTENT, Seeretary,




