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R e g i s t r a r General V.I. 

V I C T O R I A BY THE GRACE OF GOD 

of the United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d Queen 
defender of the F a i t h TO ALL TO WHOM these Presents s h a l l 
come Greeting WHEREAS by the Royal Charter or L e t t e r s Patent 
of His l a t e Majesty King Charles the second bearing date the 
second day of May i n the twenty-second year of His Reign His 
s a i d l a t e Majesty d i d (amongst other t h i n g s ) ordain and 
declare t h a t the Governor and Company of Adventurers of 
England t r a d i n g i n t o Hudsons Bay thereby incorporated and 
t h e i r successors by that name should at a l l times t h e r e a f t e r 
be personable and capable i n law to have purchase r e c e i v e 
possess and enjoy and r e t a i n lands r e n t s p r i v i l e g e s l i b e r ­
t i e s j u r i s d i c t i o n s f r a n c h i s e s and hereditaments of what 
nature or k i n d soever they were t o them or t h e i r successors 
and a l s o to g i v e grant demise a l i e n a s s i g n and dispose lands 
easements and hereditaments and to do and execute a l l and 
s i n g u l a r other t h i n g s by the same name t h a t to them should or 
might a p p e r t a i n t o do AND h i s s a i d l a t e Majesty d i d thereby 
f o r himself h i s h e i r s and successors g i v e grant and confirm 
unto the s a i d Governor and Company and t h e i r successors the 
sol e trade and commerce of a l l those Seas S t r a i t s Bays R i v e r s 
Lakes Creeks and Sounds i n whatsoever L a t i t u d e they should be 
tha t l a y w i t h i n the entrance of the S t r a i t s commonly c a l l e d 
Hudsons S t r a i t s together w i t h a l l the lands and t e r r i t o r i e s 
upon the Countries Coasts and Confines o f the Seas Bays Lakes 
Riv e r s Creeks and Sounds a f o r e s a i d t h a t were not al r e a d y 
a c t u a l l y possessed by or granted t o any of His s a i d l a t e 
Majesty's Subjects or possessed by the Subjects of any other 
C h r i s t i a n P r i n c e or State with the f i s h i n g of a l l s o r t s of 
F i s h Whales Sturgeons and a l l other Royal Fishes i n the Seas 
Bays I n l e t s and R i v e r s w i t h i n the premises and the F i s h t h e r e ­
i n taken together w i t h the Royalty of the Seas upon the Coasts 
w i t h i n the l i m i t s a f o r e s a i d and a l l Mines Royal as w e l l then 
discovered as not then discovered of Gold S i l v e r Gems and 
precious Stones t o be found or disc o v e r e d w i t h i n the T e r r i t o r i e s 
l i m i t s and places a f o r e s a i d and t h a t the s a i d l a nd should be 
from t h e n c e f o r t h reconed and reputed as one of His s a i d l a t e 
Majesty's p l a n t a t i o n s or Colonies i n America And f u r t h e r h i s 
s a i d l a t e Majesty d i d thereby f o r h i m s e l f h i s h e i r s and succes­
sors make create and c o n s t i t u t e the s a i d Governor and Company 
f o r the time being and t h e i r successors the true and absolute 
l o r d s and p r o p r i e t o r s of the same T e r r i t o r y l i m i t s and places 
a f o r e s a i d and of a l l other the premises (saving always the 
f a i t h a l l e g i a n c e and sovereign dominion due to h i s s a i d l a t e 
Majesty h i s h e i r s and successors f o r the same t o hold possess 
and enjoy the s a i d T e r r i t o r y l i m i t s and places and a l l and 
s i n g u l a r other the premises thereby granted as a f o r e s a i d w i t h 
t h e i r and every of t h e i r r i g h t s members j u r i s d i c t i o n s preroga­
t i v e s R o y a l t i e s and appurtenances whatsoever t o them the s a i d 
Governor and Company and t h e i r successors f o r ever to be holden 



of h i s s a i d l a t e Majesty h i s h e i r s and successors as of 
His Manor of East Greenwich i n the County of Kent i n 
fre e and common soccage and not i n c a p i t a or by Knights 
Service Y i e l d i n g and Paying y e a r l y to h i s s a i d l a t e 
Majesty h i s h e i r s and successors f o r the same Two E l k s 
and Two Black Beavers whensoever and as o f t e n as h i s 
s a i d l a t e Majesty h i s h e i r s and successors should happen 
to enter i n t o the s a i d Countries T e r r i t o r i e s and Regions 
thereby granted AMD WHEREAS by an Act passed i n the 
Session of Parliament h e l d i n the F o r t y - t h i r d year of 
the Reign of His l a t e Majesty King George the t h i r d i n ­
t i t u l e d an Act f o r extending the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the 
Courts of J u s t i c e i n the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada t o the T r i a l and punishment of persons g u i l t y of 
Crime and offences w i t h i n c e r t a i n parts of North America 
a d j o i n i n g t o the s a i d provinces i t was enacted t h a t from 
and a f t e r the passing o f th a t Act a l l offences committed 
w i t h i n any of the I n d i a n T e r r i t o r i e s or p a r t s of America 
not w i t h i n the l i m i t s of e i t h e r of the s a i d provinces of 
Lower or Upper Canada or of any C i v i l Government of the 
United States of America should be and be deemed to be 
offences of the same nature and should be t r i e d i n the 
same manner and subject t o the same punishment as i f the 
same had been committed w i t h i n the provinces of Upper or 
Lower Canada and p r o v i s i o n s were contained i n the s a i d 
Act r e g u l a t i n g the Committal and T r i a l o f the offenders 
AND WHEREAS by an Act passed i n the Session of P a r l i a ­
ment holden i n the f i r s t and second years o f the Reign 
of His l a t e Majesty King George the Fourth i n t i t u l e d an 
act f o r r e g u l a t i n g the Fur Trade and e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
Cr i m i n a l and C i v i l J u r i s d i c t i o n w i t h i n c e r t a i n p a r ts of 
North America a f t e r r e c i t i n g among other t h i n g s that 
doubts had been e n t e r t a i n e d whether the p r o v i s i o n s of 
s a i d Act of the F o r t y - t h i r d George the t h i r d extended t o 
the T e r r i t o r i e s granted by Charter t o the s a i d Governor 
and Company and that i t was expedient t h a t such doubt 
should be removed and th a t the s a i d Act should be f u r t h e r 
extended i t was enacted (amongst other t h i n g s ) that from 
and a f t e r the pass i n g of s a i d l a s t mentioned Act i t 
should be l a w f u l f o r His then Majesty h i s h e i r s and 
successors t o make grants or give h i s Royal l i c e n c e under 
the hand and s e a l of one of h i s Majesty's p r i n c i p a l 
s e c r e t a r i e s of State t o any Body Corporate or Company or 
person or persons of or f o r the e x c l u s i v e p r i v i l e g e of 
Trading w i t h the Indians i n a l l such parts of North Amer­
i c a as should be s p e c i f i e d i n any of such Grants or 
Licences r e s p e c t i v e l y , not being part of the lands or 
t e r r i t o r i e s , t h e r e t o f o r e granted to the s a i d Governor 
and Company of Adventurers of England t r a d i n g i n t o 
Hudsons Bay and not being part of any of His Majesty's 
provinces i n North, America or of any lands or t e r r i t o ­
r i e s belonging t o the United States of America subject 
t o the p r o v i s i o n s and r e s t r i c t i o n s i n the s a i d Act 



mentioned and i t was thereby f u r t h e r enacted that the s a i d 
Act of the F o r t y - t h i r d of George the t h i r d and a l l the 
clauses and provisoes t h e r e i n contained should be secured 
and construed and was and were thereby r e s p e c t i v e l y 
d e c l a r e d t o extend to and over and to be i n f u l l force 
and through a l l the TERRITORIES t h e r e t o f o r e granted to the 
s a i d Company of Adventurers t r a d i n g to Hudsons Bay AND 
WHEREAS by our grant or Royal l i c e n c e bearing date the 
t h i r t e e n t h day of May one thousand eight hundred and t h i r t y -
e i g h t under the hand and s e a l of one of our then p r i n c i p a l 
S e c r e t a r i e s of Sta t e we granted and gave our l i c e n c e to the 
s a i d Governor and Company and t h e i r successors f o r the 
e x c l u s i v e p r i v i l e g e of t r a d i n g w i t h the Indians i n a l l such 
p a r t s o f North America t o the northward and westward of the 
lands and t e r r i t o r i e s belonging to the United States of 
America as should not form pa r t of any of our provinces i n 
North America or of any lands or t e r r i t o r i e s belonging t o 
the United States of America or to any European Government 
State or power subject nevertheless as t h e r e i n mentioned 
And we d i d thereby give and grant and secure to the s a i d 
Governor and Company and t h e i r successors the sole and 
e x c l u s i v e p r i v i l e g e f o r the f u l l p e r i o d of Twenty-one years 
from the date thereof of t r a d i n g w i t h the Indians i n a l l 
such p a r t s of North America as a f o r e s a i d except as t h e r e i n 
mentioned at the rent t h e r e i n reserved and upon the terms 
and subject t o the q u a l i f i c a t i o n and power of revoc a t i o n 
t h e r e i n contained AND WHEREAS by a Treaty between our­
s e l v e s and the United States of America f o r the Settlement 
of the Oregon Boundary signed at Washington on the F i f ­
t e e n t h day of June One thousand e i g h t hundred and f o r t y - s i x 
i t was agreed upon and concluded (amongst other t h i n g s ) as 
f o l l o w s : That from the point of the F o r t y - n i n t h p a r a l l e l 
of North L a t i t u d e where the Boundary l a i d down i n e x i s t i n g 
t r e a t i e s and conventions between Great B r i t a i n and the s a i d 
United States terminated the l i n e of Boundary between our 
T e r r i t o r i e s and those of the United States should be con­
t i n u e d westward along the s a i d p a r a l l e l of North L a t i t u d e 
to the middle of the Channel which separates the Continent 
from Vancouver's I s l a n d and thence s o u t h e r l y through the 
middle of the s a i d Channel and of de Fuca's S t r a i t s t o the 
P a c i f i c Ocean provided however that the Navigation of the 
whole of the s a i d Channel and S t r a i t s south of the F o r t y -
n i n t h p a r a l l e l of South L a t i t u d e should remain f r e e and open 
to both p a r t i e s AND WHEREAS c e r t a i n of our lands and 
t e r r i t o r i e s i n North America l i e t o the westward and a l s o to 
the northward of the t e r r i t o r y granted t o the s a i d Governor 
and Company by the hereinbefore r e c i t e d grant or L e t t e r s 
Patent of His s a i d l a t e Majesty King Charles the second and 
which i s pursuant to the d i r e c t i o n i n th a t behalf contained 
i n such grant or L e t t e r s Patent c a l l e d or known as Ruperts 
l a n d and to the eastward of the T e r r i t o r i e s the Boundary l i n e 
of which i s defined by the hereinbefore r e c i t e d Treaty w i t h 
the United States of North America AND WHEREAS under the 
s a i d l a s t mentioned Grant or L e t t e r s Patent and a l s o under 
our hereinbefore r e c i t e d Grant or l i c e n c e of the t h i r t e e n t h 
day of May One thousand e i g h t hundred and t h i r t y - e i g h t the 



s a i d Governor and Company have traded as w e l l w i t h i n as 
beyond the l i m i t s of the lands and T e r r i t o r i e s Granted t o 
them by the s a i d Grant or L e t t e r s Patent of h i s s a i d l a t e 
Majesty King Charles the second and have i n connection 
w i t h and f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r trade beyond the s a i d 
l i m i t s been i n the hab i t of e r e c t i n g Forts and other 
i s o l a t e d establishments without the s a i d l i m i t s and some 
of such Forts and establishments of the s a i d Governor and 
Company are now e x i s t i n g i n th a t part of our s a i d T e r r i ­
t o r i e s i n North America i n c l u d i n g Vancouver's I s l a n d the 
Boundary l i n e between which and the T e r r i t o r i e s of the 
s a i d United States i s determined by the hereinbefore 
r e c i t e d Treaty between ourselves and the s a i d United S t a t e s 
AND WHEREAS i t would induce g r e a t l y to the maintenance of 
Peace J u s t i c e and good order and to the advancement of 
c o l o n i z a t i o n and the promotion and encouragement of Trade 
and Commerce i n and a l s o t o the p r o t e c t i o n and welfare of 
the Native Indians r e s i d i n g w i t h i n that p o r t i o n of our 
T e r r i t o r i e s i n North America c a l l e d Vancouver's I s l a n d i f 
such I s l a n d were c o l o n i z e d by S e t t l e r s from the B r i t i s h 
Dominions and i f the property i n the land of such I s l a n d 
were vested f o r t h e purpose of such c o l o n i z a t i o n i n the 
s a i d Governor and Company of Adventurers of England t r a d i n g 
i n t o Hudson's Bay but nevertheless upon Co n d i t i o n that the 
s a i d Governor and Company should form on the s a i d I s l a n d 
a Settlement or Settlements as h e r e i n a f t e r mentioned f o r 
the purpose of C o l o n i z i n g the s a i d I s l a n d and a l s o should 
defray the e n t i r e expense of any C i v i l and M i l i t a r y Estab­
lishments which may be r e q u i r e d f o r the p r o t e c t i o n and 
Government of such Settlement or Settlements (except 
nevertheless during the time of h o s t i l i t i e s between Great 
B r i t a i n and any Foreign European or American power) 
NOW KNOW YE that we being moved by the reasons before 
mentioned DO by these presents f o r us our h e i r s and suc­
cessors GIVE GRANT AND CONFIRM unto the s a i d Governor and 
Company of Adventurers of England t r a d i n g i n t o Hudson's 
Bay and t h e i r successors ALL THAT the s a i d ISLAND CALLED 
VANCOUVER'S ISLAND together w i t h a l l ROYALTIES of the Seas 
upon the Coasts w i t h i n the l i m i t s a f o r e s a i d and a l l mines 
Royal thereto belonging AND FURTHER we do by these 
presents f o r us our h e i r s and successors MAKE CREATE AND 
CONSTITUTE the s a i d Governor and Company f o r the time 
being and t h e i r successors the true and absolute Lords and 
p r o p r i e t o r s of the same T e r r i t o r i e s l i m i t s and places and 
of a l l other the premises (saving always the f a i t h a l l e ­
giance and Sovereign Dominion due to us our h e i r s and suc­
cessors f o r the same) TO HAVE HOLD POSSESS AND ENJOY the 
s a i d T e r r i t o r y l i m i t s and places and a l l and s i n g u l a r other 
the premises hereby granted as a f o r e s a i d with t h e i r and 
every of t h e i r r i g h t s members r o y a l t i e s and appurtenances 
whatsoever t o them the s a i d Governor and Company and t h e i r 
successors f o r ever to be holden of us our h e i r s and 
successors i n f r e e and common soccage at the y e a r l y rent 
o f SEVEN SHILLINGS payable to us and our successors f o r 
ever on the f i r s t day of January i n every year PROVIDED 
ALWAYS and we declare t h a t t h i s present Grant i s made to 



the i n t e n t that the s a i d Governor and Company s h a l l estab­
l i s h upon the s a i d I s l a n d a Settlement or Settlements of 
re s i d e n t c o l o n i s t s Emigrants from our United Kingdom of 
Great B r i t a i n and Ire l a n d or from other our dominions and 
s h a l l dispose of the land there as may be necessary f o r 
the purposes of c o l o n i z a t i o n and to the i n t e n t that the 
s a i d Company s h a l l with a view to the a f o r e s a i d purposes 
dispose of a l l lands hereby granted to them at a reason­
able p r i c e except so much there o f as may be r e q u i r e d f o r 
p u b l i c purposes and that a l l monies which s h a l l be r e c e i v e d 
by the s a i d Company f o r the purchase of such land and a l s o 
from a l l payments which may be made to them f o r or i n 
respect of the Coal or other M i n e r a l s to be obtained i n 
the s a i d I s l a n d or the r i g h t of searching f o r and g e t t i n g 
the same s h a l l a f t e r deduction of such sums by way of pro­
f i t as s h a l l not exceed a deduction of Ten per cent from 
the gross amount re c e i v e d by the s a i d Company from the 
sa l e of such land and i n r e s p e c t of such Coal or other 
M i n e r a l s as a f o r e s a i d be a p p l i e d towards the C o l o n i z a t i o n 
and Improvement of the I s l a n d and that the Company s h a l l 
reserve f o r the use of us our h e i r s and successors a l l 
such land as may be r e q u i r e d f o r the formation of Naval 
Establishments we our h e i r s and successors paying a 
reasonable p r i c e f o r the same and that the s a i d Company 
s h a l l once i n every two years at the l e a s t C e r t i f y under 
the s e a l of the s a i d Governor and Company to one of our 
p r i n c i p a l S e c r e t a r i e s of Sta t e what C o l o n i s t s s h a l l have 
Been from time to time s e t t l e d i n the s a i d I s l a n d and 
what l a n d s h a l l have been disposed of as a f o r e s a i d AND 
WE FURTHER DECLARE that the present grant i s made upon 
t h i s c o n d i t i o n that i f the s a i d Governor and Company s h a l l 
not w i t h i n the term of Five Years from the date of these 
Presents have e s t a b l i s h e d upon the s a i d I s l a n d a s e t t l e ­
ment of r e s i d e n t C o l o n i s t s Emigrants from the United King­
dom of Great B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d or from other our Domi­
nions and i t s h a l l a t any time a f t e r the e x p i r a t i o n o f 
such term of FIVE Years be c e r t i f i e d to us our h e i r s and 
successors by any person who s h a l l be appointed by us our 
h e i r s or successors t o enquire i n t o the c o n d i t i o n o f such 
I s l a n d t h a t such settlement has not been e s t a b l i s h e d 
according to the i n t e n t o f t h i s our Grant or that the 
p r o v i s i o n s hereinbefore mentioned r e s p e c t i n g the d i s p o s a l 
of land and the p r i c e of Lands and Minerals have not been 
r e s p e c t i v e l y f u l f i l l e d i t s h a l l be l a w f u l f o r us our h e i r s 
and successors t o revoke t h i s present Grant and t o ente r 
upon and resume the s a i d I s l a n d and premises hereby granted 
without p r e j u d i c e nevertheless t o such d i s p o s i t i o n s as may 
have been made i n the meantime by the s a i d Governor and 
Company of any land i n the s a i d I s l a n d f o r the a c t u a l 
purpose of C o l o n i z a t i o n and settlement and as s h a l l have 
been c e r t i f i e d as a f o r e s a i d to one of our p r i n c i p a l Sec­
r e t a r i e s of State AMD ME HEREBY DECLARE that t h i s present 
Grant i s and s h a l l be deemed and taken to be made upon 
t h i s f u r t h e r Condition t h a t we our h e i r s and successors 
s h a l l have and we a c c o r d i n g l y reserve unto us and them f u l l 
power at the e x p i r a t i o n of the s a i d Governor and Company's 



grant or l i c e n c e of or f o r the e x c l u s i v e p r i v i l e g e of 
tr a d i n g with the Indians t o repurchase and take of and 
from the s a i d Governor and Company the s a i d Vancouver's 
Is l a n d and premises hereby granted i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
payment being made by us our h e i r s and successors to the 
s a i d Governor and Company of the sum or sums of money t h e r e ­
to fore l a i d out and expended by them i n and upon the s a i d 
I s l a n d and premises and of the value of t h e i r Establishments 
property and e f f e c t s then being thereon IN WITNESS whereof 
we have caused these our L e t t e r s t o be made patent WITNESS 
Ourself at our palace at Westminster t h i s T hirteenth day of 
January i n the Twelfth year of our Reign. 

BY WRIT. OF PRIVY SEAL (Seal) 

- Edmunds -






