
S E V E N T H R E P O R T 

OF THE 

DEPARTMENT O F A G R I C U L T U R E 

OF THE PROVINCE OF 

B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A . 

1902. 



3 Ed. 7 R E P O R T ON A G R I C U L T U R E , B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A . 

S E V E N T H REPORT 
OF THE 

D E P A R T M E N T O F A G R I C U L T U R E 

B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A . 

1 9 0 2 . 

Victoria, B. C. 

S I R , — I have the honour to present the Seventh Repor t of the Department of A g r i c u l t u r e . 
Since the issue of my last report, agr i cu l tura l and hor t i cu l tura l products and prices have 

been most satisfactory, the area under cu l t ivat ion being great ly extended, w i t h a consequent 
increase in production. 

C E R E A L S . 

W h e a t in the Okanagan gave large returns, but the product ion of this cereal is discouraged 
in must sections, as the land is susceptible of being put to more profitable uses. Oats are 
being produced i n increased quantit ies , and are probably the most remunerative of a l l cereal 
crops ; the yie ld is large and the qua l i ty of the gra in unsurpassed i n excellence. Bar ley is 
being produced for feeding purposes a l one ; the coarser, heavy-bearing varieties are most ly 
cult ivated. T h e varieties suitable for m a l t i n g are not produced to any extent, as there is 
no demand for barley for such a purpose. Of late some inquir ies have been made as to the 
production of m a l t i n g barley , a n d i f sufficient inducements are offered we may look for an 
increase of this cereal i n the near future. I may add t h a t the q u a l i t y of our barley for 
m a l t i n g purposes has been pronounced by experts to be of the very best. R y e is grown 
pr inc ipal ly to be cut green for h a y i n the d r y regions of the U p p e r M a i n l a n d , where l i t t l e or 
no water for i r r igat ion is a v a i l a b l e ; but l i t t l e is grown for the gra in . 

LEGUMES. 

Peas are produced, i n considerable quantities on the Islands, the U p p e r M a i n l a n d and the 
higher parts of the L o w e r M a i n l a n d , pr inc ipa l ly for fa t tening pigs. The low lands of the 
Lower Fraser are unsuitable for peas. Beans are only grown in considerable quantities i n the 
valleys of the Fraser and Thompson, in the v i c in i ty of L y t t o n , Ashcro f t , Spence's Br idge and 
Savona ; the soil and climate in that region are part i cu lar ly well adapted for the cu l t ivat ion 
of beans. 

ROOTS. 

Potatoes have been a profitable crop and gave good returns ; those produced in the neigh
bourhood of Ashcro f t deservedly hold a h igh place i n the publ i c est imation. The qual i ty of 

the potatoes in the U p p e r C o u n t r y and the high parts i n the Islands is, beyond excellent. 
They should not be grown on a n y low, dyked l a n d s ; such lands can be put to better use. 

Swedish turnips were again very badly infected w i t h the t u r n i p aphis in most parts of the 
country ; other turnips escaped infect ion. Other root crops, i n c l u d i n g sugar beets, are grown 
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indignant protests, especially as it is realised that the change is made in consequence of matters 
in connection with the Government creameries in the N o r t h - W e s t Territor ies . T h i s nurs ing 
of the North-West Territories has always been a sore subject w i t h our farmers, and the feeling 
is now aggravated. I am, however, doing my best to al lay the feeling of i r r i t a t i o n by po in t ing 
out your intention of car ry ing out your promised programme later on, and that you are send
ing out two lecturers later on. I feel, however, that I have u p h i l l work to satisfy our people, 
as I had previously promised in most positive terms that there would be no doubt as to the 
carry ing out of your programme i n M a r c h and A p r i l . " 

In September, another set of classes was arranged ; commencing i n V i c t o r i a on the 23rd , 
ami ending at Enderby on the 2nd November. F r o m live to ten-day classes were held at V i c 
toria, Courtenay, New Westminster and Enderby ; and the number of students were 15, 27, 
21 and 23, respectively : in a l l , 96. M r . J. E. H o p k i n s , the superintendent i n charge, in his 
report remarks:--

" I also v i s i t e d four creameries in Br i t i sh C o l u m b i a - - V i c t o r i a , Courtenay, N e w W e s t m i n 
ster and Ladner : also judged the dairy products at the P r o v i n c i a l E x h i b i t i o n at V i c t o r i a and 
the district show at Saanich. There seems to be a new era i n d a i r y i n g in B . C. , as wel l as 
agriculture generally : and, from the interest I saw manifested, I gather that the day is not 
far distant when dairying wi l l be carried on more largely than it is at present." 

Horned C A T T L E . 

Horned cattle, unti l the late cold snap of last winter , have fared exceedingly well. The 
importance of pure bred sires is being recognised in a much greater degree than ever before ; 
and consequently, numbers of pure-bred animals have of late been imported through the 
Dairyman's and Live Stock Association and the Dominion L i v e Stock Assoc iat ion . Adequate 
protection by Legislative enactment of the interests of those who, recognising the importance 
of it, go to the expense of import ing pure-bred bulls, is urgently demanded, and I trust i t w i l l 
be taken up in the near future. I refer to this matter further on. 

H O R S E S . 

Horses have been much more profitable of late ; especially good heavy horses for draught 
purposes. During the Boer war, horses for mi l i ta ry purposes were i n demand, and probably 
this demand wil l continue in a less extent. A considerable number are bred on the ranges of 
the Upper Country , and horses of a l ighter type, hackneys and rac ing stock, at points on the 
Fraser and in the vicinity of V i c t o r i a . 

S H E E P . 

Sheep are not produced in any great numbers. There are several reasons for this. The 
cattle men of the Upper C o u n t r y object to sheep br ing depastured on the ranges, and, under an 
A c t , they have the right of exc lud ing them. Then the coyotes are so bad that the profit is at 
the vanishing point when small f locks are kept in that part. The L o w e r M a i n l a n d is not 
suitable tor sheep-raising on a large sca le ; the Gulf Islands are suitable, but the area is c i r cum
scribed. Some are produced on Vancouver Is land, where the condit ions are favourable as 
regards pasture; but here again predatory animals are bad—the panther or cougar being 
specially mischievous. 

S w i n e . 

The raising of swine is nowhere entered into as the case seems to warrant . B y the last 
available statistics, there were imported into the Province of the p ig and his products over a 
mil l ion of dollars worth. W i t h a market at our doors, therefore, and the faci l it ies afforded by 
the climate and feeding, it is inexpl icable why the industry is not prosecuted to its fullest 
extent. I believe that at Grand P r a i r i e and Ke lowna only can the ra is ing of pigs be said to 
be carried on to any extent and w i t h any degree of system. 

A N G O R A GOATS. 

Angora goats, found so profitable in the neighbouring States for the ir use in c lear ing 
bush lands, are being bred in increased numbers in the Prov ince . For some unaccountable 
reason these useful animals were not inc luded i n the free l i s t of animals imported for breeding 
purposes. I called the at tent ion of the M i n i s t e r s when i n O t t a w a to this s ingular omission, 
and the promise has been made that i t w i l l be remedied at the first opportunity . Inasmuch 
as none are bred in any other part of Canada a l l animals for breeding purposes have to be 
imported from the Uni ted States. 



Experimental S t a t i o n . I am strongly of the opinion that an E x p e r i m e n t a l F a r m 
established in the Dry Belt would be of incalculable benefit, and advantageous to the inter ior 
of this Province. The Dominion Experimental F a r m at Agassiz is do ing excellent work, but 
it must be remembered that both the soil and conditions there are ent ire ly d iss imi lar to that 
of the interior, that being in the wet section, where crops are grown without i r r i ga t i on , while 
in the interior irr igat ion is needed. Therefore, I think an E x p e r i m e n t a l F a r m somewhere i n 
the Dry Belt would be of great benefit in d isseminat ing agr i cu l tura l in formation. I t h i n k the 
results would amply justify the expenditure. 

F a r m e r s ' I n s t i t u t e s . — T h e Farmers ' Ins t i tute is doing good work here. W e have one 
in this distr ict , and those connected wi th i t are pleased w i th the work i t is doing. I t is a 
medium through which much knowledge flows to the farmer, on matters d i rec t ly affecting his 
interests, which would otherwise have been overlooked. 

I r r i g a t i o n . — Conf ining myself to the L o u i s Creek section, i r r igat ion is carried on to 
some extent, but in many years crops are raised without i r r igat ion . N e a r l y a l l the occupied 
land has sufficient water for present use. 

T imber . The pr inc ipal trees in this section are fir, bu l l pine, jack pine, b i rch , cotton-
wood, poplar, wi l low, spruce, cedar, hemlock and balsam. These are found on both wet , d ry , 
high and low land. 

F o r e s t F i r e s . The best means for prevent ing forest fires is in the appointment of forest-
fire rangers, whose duty it would be to protect the forest from fire, by prosecuting offenders, 
as forest fires are most generally caused by carelessness, sometimes by Ind ians , and again by 
prospectors. The " Bush Fire A c t , " wi thout someone to enforce its provisions, l i k e the " G a m e 
Protection A c t , " is all waste paper, so far as its effectiveness is concerned. 

L a n d . There is over 50,000 acres of excellent arable land that are avai lable for pre-emp
tion in this section. It is outside of the Rai l road Belt , and is a l l good bottom land on both 
sides of the N o r t h Thompson R iver , l i g h t l y t imbered wi th some fir, poplar, cottonwood, 
wil lows and such l ike, extending for eighty miles up the river. 

L a b o u r . Labourers can be obtained : W h i t e s , from $25 to $35 : Chinese, $25 per month ; 
and Indians $1.50 per day. 

Nicola, 

In which is included Upper C e n t r a l and Lower N i c o l a , is a fine pastoral country, w i t h 
extensive valleys of good land for general agriculture . A waggon road, some 110 miles in 
length, having its termini at Spence's Br idge and Kamloops, gives access to the C a n a d i a n 
Pacific Rai lway . The Douglas Lake Cat t l e Company and the B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a Cat t l e C o m 
pany have extensive cattle ranges i n this section, where a large number of beef cattle are 
produced for the coast markets. General crops of gra in , grasses and roots are successfully 
produced with i rr igat ion , the soil being very productive, and avai lable water is to be had i n 
most parts. Large fruits are not generally successful, but are produced in some favoured spots, 
such as Quilchena, on N i c o l a Lake . The a l t i tude of the lake is variously given at from 1,920 
to 2,120 feet, that of Spence's Bridge being 996 feet, and of Kamloops , 1,193 feet. 

Highest temperature at N i c o l a L a k e in 1902 . . . . . 87.5° i n A u g u s t . 
Lowest " " " -15.5° in F e b r u a r y . 
Average 42.2° 
R a i n f a l l , . 8.73 inches. 
Snowfal l , . 46.5 inches. 
Lat i tude , 50.9° N . : Long i tude , 120.9° W . 

P u b l i c schools are situated at N i c o l a and L o w e r Ni co la . 
The ground intended to be covered by this chapter extends from Campbe l l Creek to L o w e r 

Nicola, inc lud ing Douglas lake, Mammette L a k e and the Tr iangle R a n c h on H a m i l t o n Creek. 
A look at the map w i l l give the reader an idea of the extent of th is territory. The direct road 
from Kamloops leads over the high lands immediate ly to the south, and descends into the 
valley formed by Campbel l and other creeks at a point some 10 miles from Kamloops , where 
i t joins the mail road, which follows the val ley , increasing the distance by some 12 miles. O n 
the high lands spoken of, there are a few farms where water can be obtained ; much of the 
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water, however, is highly impregnated wi th a l k a l i and unfit for consumption, so that compara
t ively only a small proportion of the land is uti l ised for agr i cu l tura l purposes, the major i ty 
being given over for range purposes. A l o n g the valley followed by the m a i l road there are 
many good farms, where a l l ord inary crops are successfully grown ; water is also in abundance 
for al l purposes. Douglas Lake is considerably higher than N i c o l a L a k e , and, therefore, the 
principal industry in that section is the rear ing of beef cattle and horses. T h e same may be 
said of H a m i l t o n Creek and M a m m e t t e Lake . I n the lower parts about S t u m p Lake and 
Nico la Lake and River, grain and root crops are produced. F r u i t does wel l i n most plates, 
but i t is not cult ivated to any extent. The shooting and fishing a l l through this section I S 
excellent, the lakes and ponds abounding in w i l d fowl and the streams w i t h trout . T h e 
scenery is indescribably beauti ful i n the v i c in i ty of N i c o l a L a k e . The Messrs. Moore's farms, 
at the head of that sheet of water, are situated most charming ly i n a flat, w h i c h resembles a 
park, being l ight ly wooded with the tropical - looking yellow pine (Pinus ponderosa) and belts of 
deciduous trees f r inging the streams and lake shores. Qui lchena is s i tuated about hal f -way 
down the lake. Here M r . O ' R o u r k e has quite a large flock of sheep and raises some fine f r u i t 
and vegetables, as well as car ry ing on a first-class stopping house and general farming . 

R E P O R T O F M R . J O H N C L A P P E R T O N , C O R R E S P O N D E N T , N I C O L A . 

G E N E R A L D E S C R I P T I O N . In the N i c o l a D i v i s i o n of Y a l e D i s t r i c t a l l C r o w n lands suitable 
for agr icul tural purposes have long ago been taken up, and now there is very l i t t l e mounta in 
pasturage that is not owned by stock-raisers. 

N u M B e r O F RANCHERS. The tax -ro l l for 1902 counts settlers. 
A R E A O F C u l T I V A T E D L A N D . — A b o u t 1,000 acres under c u l t i v a t i o n ; some 7,000 are 

irrigated and treated as meadows bearing art i f i c ia l grasses. 
W h e A T . H a r d l y any grown : nearly a l l Hour used in this section is imported. V e r y 

l i tt le more spring wheat is grown than pou l t ry consumes. R u l i n g prices d u r i n g the year 1902, 
$1.50 per 100 Ibs. 

O A T S . - - T h e harvesting weather was a l l that could be wished for. Few people raise more 
oats than supply their own wants. R u l i n g prices, 1.25 to $1.50 per 100 Ibs. 

B A R L E Y . - Very l i t t le barley grown. 
RYE. Only grown in late and high locations to be cut for hay. 
P E A S . Acreage very l imited ; only grown for p ig feed. 
B E A N S . N O field beans grown that I know of. 
P O T A T O E S . — P o t a t o e s only grown for home use. Y i e l d large where land and c u l t i v a t i o n 

is right. R u l i n g prices, to l c . per lb. 
M A N G O L D S . - — V e r y few grown. 
C A R R O T S . C u l t i v a t i o n very l i m i t e d ; on ly a few people grow them for horse feed. 
TURNIPS. Acreage very l imi ted ; very few grow any for stock feeding. 
OTHER R O O T S A N D V E G E T A B L E S . — G r o w n on every farm to supply house w a n t s ; a l l roots 

such as onions, beets, parsnips and cabbages do. very well . 
G R A S S E S A N D C L O v e r S . — E n g l i s h R e d Clover , A l s i k e , Sa in fo in , T i m o t h y , O r c h a r d , P e r 

ennial Rye . K e n t u c k y B lue and R e d Top are pr inc ipa l grasses grown. 
NATIVE G R A S S E S . — O n dry soils the bunch-grass is the chief fodder plant . H a v e seen 
Bromus inermis in swampy land. I know i t is indigenous i n moist places. I consider i t a 

coarse grass and prefer the tal l a l k a l i grass, when cut before r ipening. (The correspondent is 
in error regarding Bromus inermis. It is not a native grass : moreover, i t does not grow i n 
swampy land. — J . R. A . ) 

I N D I A N C O R N . — N o t grown in any quant i ty . 
E n s i l a g e . - - - E n s i l a g e has, I believe, been tried by one farmer at L o w e r N i c o l a , and results 

to him were satisfactory. 
A P P L E S . Near ly everyone grows apples enough for own use. C a n n o t te l l best varieties. 

K n o w very l i t t le about f ru i t culture . 
P L U M S , P R U N E S A N D C H E R R I E S . — T h e s e appear to do very wel l but I am not certain. 
S M A L L F r u I T S . — A S far as I know, a l l k inds , save gooseberries of the large varieties, do 

very well . 
DAIRYING. - N o d a i r y i n g worth e n u m e r a t i n g ; most people buy their butter . 
F E E D I N G . — S o far, but one system of winter feeding range or breeding stock has been 

followed, viz. : feeding out the hay on the top of the snow i n some field close to water and 
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shelter of sheds. Last winter the wr i t e r had some 20 pole cr ibs b u i l t , from w h i c h 200 or. 250 
head of cattle could feed. The idea was to keep hay clean and from being t rampled under 
foot. The cribs unquestionably keep the food clean, especially i n soft w e a t h e r ; b u t i n h a r d , 
cold weather I prefer the old way of feeding on the ground, as the stock don't c rowd each 
other, as they do round cribs 

SUMMER FEED FOR D A I R Y C A T T L E . — O n l y the second crop or a f termath of meadows sown 
down w i t h clover and grasses. 

H O R N E D C A T T L E . — T h e stock-breeding and feeding i n this section i s f a i r l y remunerat ive 
to those engaged in the business. I t h i n k sheep-raising quite as p a y i n g as catt le , if you have 
a run to suit them, and can keep from 2,000 to 3,000 in a flock, as less w i l l not pay to herd 
properly. Shorthorn, Here ford and Po l led A n g u s are the chief k inds of cattle raised i n this 
section. Rul ing prices, 3c. for cows ; 3 1/2c. per lb., l ive weight, for steers. 

H O R S E S . — T h e horse industry has been fa i r l y profitable d u r i n g the year. Good horses, of 
their respective classes, brought fa ir prices, and demand fu l l y up to supply. The general 
purpose horse is to me a nondescript. I believe in breeding d r a u g h t horses from. C l y d e , 
Percheron or Suffolk stock, and l i ght horses for saddle, etc., from thoroughbred stall ions ; 
carriage horses from Cleveland or hackneys. R u l i n g prices for good draught horses, from 
$100 to $150 and $175 each. 

S H E E P . — S h e e p are not kept i n large flocks. 
SWINE. — Few pigs are kept. K e e p enough for home use. 
P O U L T R Y . —C o s t of transportat ion and distance to where eggs or pou l t ry could be sold for 

cash forbids many going into the business extensively. A l l settlers keep enough fowls to 
supply home wants. 

A G R I C U L T U R A L E D U C A T I O N . —A g r i c u l t u r a l ins truct ion is a l l r i ght to any p u p i l who 
desires i t , and should say that i n our large schools i n Coast cities a quali f ied agr i cu l tur i s t 
should form one of the teaching staff. 

F A R M E R S ' I N S T I T U T E S .—In m y op in ion the Ins t i tu te system should be encouraged. 
S O I L S . —A n a l y s i s of soil is a l l r ight . W h e n extensive continuous c u l t i v a t i o n is fol lowed 

in this d iv is ion pastoral pursuits are predominant. 
I R R I G A T I O N . — I n this section of the D r y B e l t i t is " no water, no r a n c h . " T h e husbanding 

of water i n early summer w i l l have to be resorted to. I n every d i s t r i c t requ i r ing art i f i c ia l 
i r r igat ion the Government should appoint a W a t e r Commissioner, who w o u l d oversee a l l 
ex ist ing water rights, settle disputes, prevent waste i n ditches, etc., etc. 

W E E D S . — T h e Canadian thist le is very much in evidence, and is increasing a l l over. 
W i t h much cul t ivat ion , its presence would be severely felt, but as we are nearly a l l graziers, 
its presence on some ranches is got over. 

N o x i o u s A N I M A L S AND P E S T S . — I consider the bounty quite enough. 
FOREST F I R E S . — T h i s last summer we, fortunate ly , escaped forest fires. 
L A N D S . — A l l C r o w n lands are occupied. 
L A B O U R . —T h e r e are none too many labourers. W h i t e s , $1.25 to $1.75 per day, and 

board : Chinese and Japanese, $1 per day ; I n d i a n s , $1.25 and $1.50. I n the hay and harvest 
season i t is very difficult to get good farm hands. Novices are really of l i t t l e use in hay or 
harvest fields. 

The town of N i c o l a , where there are stores, a good hotel , Government Office, the usual 
trades, and a number of pr ivate residences at the lower end of the lake, is most beaut i fu l ly 
situated near the river, amidst scattered ye l l ow pines. M r . J o h n Clapperton , the hospitable 
correspondent of this Department , has a f ine ranch at this point. H e goes i n quite exten
sively for cattle and horse-raising, and , to his credit be i t said, he has on ly thoroughbred sires, 
the effect of which is very apparent i n the excellence of his stock. Some sheep are reared, 
but the presence of the coyote is a serious drawback to the successful prosecution of the 
industry . T h e fo l lowing report of M r . H . S. C leasby , correspondent, L o w e r N i c o l a , is 
r eproduced :— 

T h i s d is t r i c t forms part of the w e l l - k n o w n N i c o l a V a l l e y , being i n fact, the lower end of 
that fert i le trough i n B r i t i s h Columbia ' s sea of mountains. T h e valley, as a rule , is not more 
than three-quarters of a mile wide, through which the N i c o l a R i v e r meanders w i t h many a 
t u r n and twist . I n what is local ly k n o w n as the F o r k s , being the l a n d at the j u n c t i o n of the 
N i c o l a and Coldwater Rivers, is a t r iang le of level l a n d , conta in ing about 1,000 acres of very 
fertile land . The a l luv ia l soil along the banks of the rivers, o r ig ina l l y covered w i t h a heavy 

7 t h Report of the Dept of 
Agriculture, 1902, BC Sessional 
Papers, 1904 
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growth of poplars; wi l lows and alders, is, when cleared, very product ive , produc ing immense 
crops of hay and grain . The bench lands, when sufficient water can be procured, are capable 
of growing almost a n y t h i n g which can be produced i n the temperate zone. T h e pr inc ipa l 
industry is catt le -rais ing. Some cattle are winter-fed for the spr ing market , affording an 
out l e t for surp lus hay. There is a local market w i t h teamsters and the neighbouring m i n i n g 
camps of A s p e n Grove, G r a n i t e Creek and S imi lkameen for a certa in amount of g ra in and 
garden produce. The population is scattered. There is one school at L o w e r Nicola. F i s h 
abound in the r ivers and streams, a n d there is no lack of shooting i n the proper season. 

WHEAT is not much grown, owing to lack of m i l l i n g faci l i t ies . Go lden D r o p is the 
principal fa l l wheat grown : average crop, 2,000 pounds. Campbel l ' s W h i t e Chaf f and W h i t e 
A u s t r a l i a n are the pr inc ipal spr ing wheats : average y i e ld , 1,500 pounds. Pr ices , $ 3 0 for new 
and $35 for o ld . 

O A T S . — Improved L i g o w o and W h i t e M a i n e are grown. T h e first-named gave a crop w i t h 
myself of 76 bushels per acre, weighing 14 pounds per bushel. Average y i e ld , 1,500 pounds 
per acre. 1 practise bluestoning oats, as advised by D o m i n i o n E x p e r i m e n t a l F a r m s Repor t , 
about every second year. 

B A R L E Y . O n l y common, s ix-rowed variety grown here, and not much of that . Y i e l d , 
about 2 ,000 pounds per acre. 

R Y E . — F a l l rye is the o n l y k i n d g rown : only grown by myself i n this d i s t r i c t for seed. 
M a n y people at higher alt itudes grow it to cut for hay. Y i e l d , 1,100 pounds per a c r e ; price, 
$30 per ton. N o t a very profitable crop. 

P E A S . V a r i e t i e s : A l a s k a , M u m m y , Shropshire, H e r o , V i c t o r i a , Go lden V i n e , p r inc ipa l l y . 
Y i e l d , 2,000 pounds per a c r e : pr i ce $25 per ton. M o r e might be grown to advantage, as 
t h e i r effect in increasing the f e r t i l i t y of the l a n d is most marked in succeeding crops. 

P O T A T O E S . - - - E a r l y Rose, p r i n c i p a l l y ; also A m e r i c a n Wonder , Green M o u n t a i n and L a t e 
P u r i t a n . Y i e l d , 6 to 7 tons per acre; price, $ 1 0 to $ 1 5 per ton. 

M A N G O L D S . Golden T a n k a r d has done best w i th me so f a r : keeps wel l and is easily 
harvested. L o n g Reds g ive largest crop, b u t do not keep so wel l and cost more to harvest. 
N o n e other g r o w n , to my knowledge. Y i e l d , 14 tons per acre. G r o w them only for own use ; 
feed t h e m to fat ten cat t le . 

T u r n i p s . V e r y few g r o w n . Y i e l d at the rate of 20 to 25 tons per acre. Purp le Top 
Swede seems to do best. 

G R A S S E S AND C L O V E R S . T i m o t h y , Red a n d A l s i k e Clover , Sa in fo in , a l i t t le A l f a l f a , and 
some C o c k s f o o t . T i m o t h y a n d a m ix ture of the clovers is the favourite here, and seems l i k e l y 
to remain so. T i m o t h y is not a pasture grass, but it is not pasture but hay that we are after. 
A v e r a g e y i e l d , about 2,500 pounds per acre : pr ice , f rom $6 to $10 , loose; about $ 2 . 5 0 per ton 
e x t r a for b a l i n g 

Austrian BrOME G R A S S . It has not done wel l w i th m e : has not been tr ied to any 
extent . I found that Vo lunteer T i m o t h y among my Brome Grass was much the heavier y ie ld . 

NATIVE GRASSES.— M y experience in feeding leads me to believe that some of the nat ive 
grasses of the c o u n t r y are most nutr i t ious . 

I N D I A N CORN. Sweet corn for table use does well enough some seasons: have seen 
ensi lage corn here 1 1 feet h i g h . 

RAPE. T r i e d i t th is year as a so i l ing crop. F o r pigs am well satisfied w i t h i t ; shal l 
sow it aga in . 

A P P L E S . O n l y the hardiest variet ies of apples are a success here. Crabs of different 
kinds are grown. Crop small on account of late spr ing frosts. 

OTHER F r u i t s . Pears a precarious crop. P l u m s , the same. Cherr ies do wel l . 
S M A L L F r u I T S do splendidly . A l l k i n d s of currants , raspberries a n d strawberries produce 

abundantly . Gooseberries are subject, more or less, to mi ldew. 
Dairying. Some parties on o u t l y i n g places m i l k several cows. I n the N i c o l a V a l l e y 

itsel f , pasturage is too scarce and scant. People won't m i l k , after they get a good band of 
cattle around them. Probab ly about 1,000 pounds of butter produced, which does not sell 
w e l l at a l l . i n competition w i t h creamery butter. 

F E E D I N G . H a v e fed c a t t l e for beef for some winters p a s t : u n t i l last winter have fed hay 
alone. Last w i n t e r fed 15 to 20 pounds per head each day of pulped mangolds, mixed w i t h 
c lover chaff, w i t h satisfactory resul ts . Feed twice a day w i t h hay i n cr ibs , at the rate of from 
40 to 50 pounds per day per head. A b o u t one-fourth of this is left , and periodical ly the cribs 

are cleaned out a n d the refuse hay g iven to stock cattle. Roots are given in middle of the day. 
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H O R N E D C A T T L E . T h e p r inc ipa l industry a n d at present i n a t h r i v i n g condi t ion , because 
of h igh prices. T h e ca t t l e a n d sheep industries w i l l not thr ive alongside of each other. Cat t l e 
w i l l not graze after sheep. P r i c e s - - F a t steers, 3 1/2 cents per pound, l ive weight, §40 per 
head ; fa t cows, 3 cents per pound, l ive weight, $30 per head. Pre fer Shorthorns. 

H O R S E S . Profitable, i f good ones are bred ; not an over-production of good horses. A 

great scarcity of suitable saddle horses, which are in constant demand. H e a v y team horses 
find a ready sale in the Coast towns ; also l ight horses, suitable for express and other l i g h t 
waggons. T h e great b u l k o f the horses here are neither one nor the other. 

S W I N E . — S o m e people make i t the pr inc ipa l part of their business. P i g s on foot are w o r t h 
5 1/2 to 6 1/2 cents per pound ; dressed p o r k , 8 to 9 cents ; bacon and hams, 12 to 18 cents. 

D I S E A S E S OF A N I M A L S . — E p i z o o t i c has been noticed among horses, b u t we are s ingu lar ly 
free from disease. Lump-jaw is considered to be on the decrease. 

E X P E R I M E N T A L S T A T I O N S . — C o u l d not this be done better by co-operation between the 
t w o Governments, and something on the lines o f Prof . Robertson's scheme of " I l l u s t r a t i o n 
Stat i ons " ? L o t the seen be supplied from the D o m i n i o n E x p e r i m e n t a l F a r m s , and the grower 
be a l l owed so much by the P r o v i n c i a l Government for his trouble, etc., i n keeping records a n d 
showing people a r o u n d , the g r o w e r to be a l l o w e d to keep the crop. E x p e r i m e n t a l stations 
need to be plenti ful in this Prov ince , o n account of the great difference i n c l imate experienced. 
A s to i t s b e i n g the duty of the D o m i n i o n , 1 t h i n k not in the smal l way that I have out l ined 
it. T h e County Counci ls are d o i n g t h i s work in Great B r i t a i n . 

Agricultural E d u c a t i o n . — I doubt i f a mere smatter ing of the subject, such as would 
he taught in a pub l i c school , w i l l be o f m u c h benefit . A few scholarships t o t h e Gue lph A g r i 
c u l t u r a l Col lege , or some s i m i l a r ins t i tu t i on , offered for competit ion among farmers' sons—at 
least one scho larsh ip for each electoral d i s t r i c t embracing agr i cu l tura l l a n d — w o u l d , I t h i n k , 
be of more las t ing benefit. T h u s many who now despise " book- farming " w o u l d be able to 
see f rom results what p r a c t i c a l s c ient i f i c farming can do. 

S O I L S . - -There is a def ic iency of l i m e , i n my o p i n i o n . Plenty of l imestone in v i c i n i t y , not 
w o r k e d as vet. 

I R R I G A T I O N is necessary in most cases ; a l o n g the r i v e r bot toms, however, the high water 
in summer , caused by melt ing snow in the mountains, moistens the low land sufficiently. I n 
th i s d i s t r i c t there is an abundance of water . 

T I M B E R . T h e t i m b e r trees a r e : Y e l l o w p ine , d r y l a n d s ; fir, damp and rocky l a n d s ; 
poplar , semi -damp l a n d s ; co t tonwood , a lder , black a n d s i l v e r b irch , damp l a n d s ; black pine, 
d r y mountains ; spruce, wet mountains. 

W E E D S . W e have plenty o f Canad ian th is t les w h i c h are o n the increase. W h a t seems 
l ikely to prove a worse weed is the perennial sow thistle, which is spreading badly i n this 
neighbourhood. Other bad weeds are wi ld oa t s—one farmer (?) cult ivates them for h a y — 
false f lax, w i l d turnip a n d wi ld buckwheat . 

Noxious A N I M A L S A N D A N I M A L P E S T S . Compla ints have been made of coyotes k i l l i n g 
calves and foals on the mountains. Present b o u n t y ($2) sufficient. Panthers seem to be 
becoming more abundant ; cause u n k n o w n . 

L A N D S . — N O Government land left worth t a k i n g up ; no ra i lway land . Improved farms, 
f r o m $10 per acre up. 

L A B O U R . — W h i t e s , $25 to $30 per month, good m e n ; Chinese, $15 to $25, summer 
months ; Ind ians , $1 to $1.50 per day. Ind ians in the preponderance; supply about equal to 
the d e m a n d ; sl ight scarcity sometimes for a few w e e k s in harvest t ime. 

A Farmers' I n s t i t u t e has late ly been organised in the d is t r i c t of L i l l ooe t , which embraces 
N i c o l a , o f which Mr. H . S . Cleasby Coutlee, is president, and M r . G . B . A r m s t r o n g , L o w e r 
N i c o l a , secretary- treasurer . Th i s new departure has already shown good results, as w i l l be 
seen by the f o l l o w i n g remarks o f the secretary in reference to a meeting late ly held :— 

" It is the w i s h of the people o f this par t of the d istr i c t that the H o n . C. L . S m i t h should 
r e t u r n to our va l ley . H i s remarks on b u i l d i n g up a herd and the v i t r i o l i c manner in which he 
scored the breeders of s c rub cattle, especially scrub b u l l s , pleased even those who are somewhat 
careless, and I am satisfied his lecture has done a power of good, for after the meeting each 
a n d every fa rmer present who was not a member immediately joined the Ins t i tu te , though, I 
am sorry to say, the audience was largely made up of those engaged i n other pursuits . I may 
f u r t h e r say t h a t you came in for just worthy praise for your energy i n helping so ably the good 
cause of agriculture." 
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M r . David Dodding , lately from E n g l a n d , has entered in to d a i r y i n g and the ra i s ing and 
cur ing of swine at L o w e r N i c o l a , w i t h every prospect of success. Thus far, a l l the products of 
this useful animal have been imported, and since a large q u a n t i t y is consumed throughout the 
valley, i t can easily be seen that the transportat ion charges alone shou ld give a handsome 

The valley of the N i c o l a toward Spence's B r i d g e is c ircumscribed, so that the area of 
arable land is smal l . There are some good places, however, notably t h a t of M r . A l e x . Gordon, 
where, amongst other garden products, potatoes as good, i f not the best i n the wor ld , are 
raised. 

M r . T. R. H a r d i m a n k i n d l y furnishes the fo l lowing information :— 
A s a matter of economic interest to the Province , I would l ike to inform the Depar tment 

of Agr i cu l ture of the fo l lowing facts relative to certain tests made by myself w i t h i n the past 
three months connected w i t h the cu l t ivat ion of roots, cereals, vegetables, etc., on the above 
property, situated in the valley of the N i c o l a , some 30 miles from Spence's B r i d g e and at an 
alt i tude of something over 1,400 feet above sea level. The first week i n J u n e last, I com
menced breaking up the ground for the purpose of conduct ing a series of small tests as a guide 
to future work and to prove the qual i ty of and adaptab i l i ty to soil and c l imate of certain seeds, 
especially tomatoes, celery, beets, etc., among the vegetables ; a l fa l fa as a feed for cattle, horses, 
etc.; and wheat as a cereal ; a l l put in a month to s ix weeks later than they should have been. 
The result being h igh ly satisfactory, I herewith append t ime of growth from seed i n a l l cases. 
The tomatoes were sown from the seed in the n a t u r a l soil , w i thout preparation or ar t i f i c ia l 
help, in the first week of J u l y last, and not transplanted, the test being purposely a crude one, 
so that results should be gauged on the most indifferent basis. A t the t ime of w r i t i n g ( A u g . 
31st), the average size of tomatoes in circumference is some 7 inches, some being over 9 inches, 
in clusters of 5 in most cases; and this is the outcome of a 7 weeks' g r o w t h ; and I may say I 
expect to ripen them, as they are already t u r n i n g c o l o u r—n o nurs ing whatever. Beets, roots 
and vegetables generally were a foregone conclusion as to success, and have both surprised and 
delighted me. W h e a t was equally sat i s fac tory ; a l fa l fa eminent ly so ; both of w h i c h were 
planted the t h i r d week i n J u n e on the highest part of the l and , w i thout the faci l i t ies of the 
usual i r r igat ion ; wheat being 5 feet 6 inches i n the s ta lk . I n d i a n corn, sown last week i n 
J u l y , in some instances, is 10 feet in h e i g h t — a real ly prodigious growth for B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a — 
and the corn large in proport ion. Some sunflower seed was also sown w i t h remarkable results , 
for the seed as poul try feed. The growth was real ly a s t o n i s h i n g ; some reaching a height of 

feet, wi th flowers 13 inches in d iameter—not measuring the petals. The r a p i d i t y of growth , 
under drawback of proper i r r iga t i on , is s imply r e m a r k a b l e ; and being my first c u l t i v a t i o n 
here, under difficulties and lateness of p lant ing , speaks volumes for the f e r t i l i t y of the soi l and 
sui tabi l i ty of the cl imate. N e x t season I trust to make further tests for the c u l t i v a t i o n of 
tobacco plant, f r u i t etc., and I t rust the Department w i l l find my experience, i n every instance, 
of value to the Prov ince and this locality, and w i l l , moreover, extend any reasonable assistance 
to such developments, in the interest of those who may make this section their future place of 
residence, and be an addi t ional source of wealth and revenue to our Prov ince . 

Reta i l prices of o rd inary necessaries for farmers at N i c o l a L a k e , furnished by M r . A . E . 
Howse : — 

Flour , $1.75 to $2 per 50-lb. sack ; beef, 8c. to 10c. a lb. ; bacon, 20c. to 22c. a lb. ; hams, 
20c. to 22c. a lb. : butter, 30c. to 40c. a Ib. ; lard , 18c. to 20c. a lb. ; tea, 40c. to 60c. a lb. ; 
sugar, $6.50 per 100 lbs. ; overalls, $1 to $1 .50 ; shirts , 75c. to 81.50 each ; boots, $3 to $6 a 
p a i r ; ploughs, $12 to $25 ; harrows, $10 to $ 1 8 ; waggons, $85 to $ 1 3 0 ; hay rakes, $25 to 
$35 : binders, $190 to $220 ; mowers, $50 to $65 ; b inder twine , 12c. to 14c. per lb. ; sleighs, 
$30 to $10 ; cutters, $25 to $50 : buggies, $75 to $125 ; harness, $30 to $50 ; saddles, $15 t o 
$ 4 0 ; nails, 6c. to 8c. per. lb. 

L o w e r T h o m p s o n R i v e r V a l l e y . 
Inc lud ing Ashcroft, Spence's Br idge , L y t t o n and Savona. 
I group these a l l together inasmuch as they are a l l on the main l ine of the C a n a d i a n 

Pacific Ra i lway , and being under the same c l imat i c and other conditions, the excellent report 
of the H o n . C. F. C o r n w a l l , correspondent at Ashcro f t , answers for the whole region. 


