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Sy —1 have the l'}cmdur to present the Seventh Report o
Sinee the issue of imy last report, agricultural and hortidultural products artd prices ha

been most .*-;u,ti.~afact.ury‘(.J the area under cultivation being gre tly extended, with a consequent

increase in production,
| CEREALS. ' ‘

Wheat in the Okahagan gave large returns, but the produt:tion of this cereal is discourag

y it o . . . . , . - g
;_fl-nwhl- sections, as the land is susceptible of being put to more profitable uses. Oats gre
eing produced in ineréased quantities, and 4are probably the most remunerative of all cereal

crops 5 the yield is large and the quality of the grain unsurpassed in excellence. Barley

being produced for feeding purposes alone; the coarser, hehvy-bearing varieties are mostly

cultivated.  The varieties suitable for malting are not produced to any extent, as there

v

no demand for barley for such a purpose. Of late some inquiries have been made as to

production of malting barley, and if sufficient inducements {are offered we may look for jan
increase of this cereal in the near future.. .1 may add thal the quality of our barley for
malting purposes has been pronounced by experts to be of] the very best. Rye is grown

I”_‘”l'ﬂpﬂlly to be cut gTeen for hay in the dvy regions of the Upper Mainland, where little
o water for irrigation'is available ; but little is grown for the grain.
"LEGUMES,
} :
Vi vers e . . - - .

hiel Peas ar pfudm-wl, m considerable quantities on the Islanils, the Upper Mainland and 4
Ilb U parts of the Lower Mainland, principally for fattening pigs.  The low lands of ¢
\:Ul\l‘ er Iraser are unsujtable for peas,” Deans are only grown lin considerable quantities in t
~~;:1 levs of the Traser ;L}ul Thompson, in the vicinity of Lytton, Asheroft, Spence’y Bridge a
- {!L‘;mm ¢ the soil and dimate in thas region ale 1’}:11'ticulau'1\"'“‘G“ adapted for tig cultivati
O hoeans, . | .. |

N‘i' . ]{L-)O'I.SO i ]‘.

Pot; - J bl ' e
“otatoes have be Jl a profitable crop and gave good returns : those producedpd

.
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:1111:(1311'11?0?(1 of T—\shcmf} leservedly hold a high.p'lacé in the public estimation. Tik quality |of
ThelfUt.ilt.UCH in the Upper Country and the high parts in the Islands 1s, beyond cz ], excellepir.
ﬁwv‘:“:wu]d not he gh'o“:n on any 10\_\*, dyked ]_ands; sxtclx‘!tl.nds“qan' be put{¥® better ufe,
e ?1-turmps were ggain very l)ac_ll.}r infected with the turnip aphis in mostifarts of ¢he
ountry ; other tuz'mpﬁ{ escaped infection. Other root crops, including sugar beeflf, are grojvn

i
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indignant protests, especially as it is vealised that the change is made in consequence of matters.
it connection with the Government eremmneries in the North-West Terrvitories.  This nursing
of the North-West Territories has always heen o sove subjecet with our farmers, and the feeling
v now ageravated, T am, however, doing my best to allay the feeling of irritation by pointing
out vour intention of carrying out your promised programme Iater on, and that you are send-
ing out two lecturers later on. I feel, however, that 1 have uphill work to satisfy our people,
as 1 had previously promised in most positive terms that there would be no doubt as to the
carrving out of vour programme in March and April.” - |

In September, another set of classes was avranged ; commencing in Victoria on the 23w,
and ending at Enderby on the 2nd November, From five to ten-day classes were held at Vie-
toria, Courtenay, New Westminster and Fnderby s and the number of students were 13, 27,
21 and 23, vespectively o inally 96, Mo Jo B Hopking, the superintendgent in charge, in his
report renuuks - - |

L adso visited four ereaneries i Breitish Columbia--Vietoria, Courtenay; New Westmin-
ster atd Ladoer o also jud@ed the dioev produers at the Provineial Exhibition at Victoria and
the district show at Saanich. There seems to he anew erncin daivving in B C., as well as
ngviculture: generally o ands from the interest T saw manifested, T gather that the day is not
Fasdistant when dateving will be carried on more largely than it is at present.”

» Horsen Carrne,

Florned eattle, until the Tate cold snap of Last winter, have fared exceedingly well.  The
inportance of pure bred stres is heing recognisel in a much greater degree than ever before ;
il consequently, nambers of pure-bred snimals have of late been imported  through the
Dairvman’s and Live Stock Assoctation and the Dominion Live Stock Association. _Adequate
protection: by Legislative enactment of the interests of those who, recognising the importance
of 11 2o to the expense of importing pure-bred bulls, is urgently demanded, and T trust it will
be taken up o the near future, T orefer to this matter further on.

Honses.

Horses Tave been much move profitable of late ; especially good heavy horses for draught
purposes.  During the BDoer war, horses for military purposes were in demand, and probably
this demand will continue in a less extent. A considerable number are bred on the ranges of
the Upper Country, and horses of a lighter type, hackneys and racing stock, at points on the
Fraser and in the vicinity of Vietoria. |

SHEEP,

Sheep e not produced in any great numbers.  There are several reasons for this. The
cattle men of the Upper Country object to sheep being depastured on the ranges, and, under an
At tlw}' ave the richt of excluding them.  Then the covotes are so bad that the profit is at
the vicnishing point when small flocks are kept. in that part. The Lower Mainland is not
suttable tor sheep-paising on a large seale ; the Gulf Islands aee suitable, hut the area is circum-
seribed, Sone s produced on Vancouver Tsland, where the conditions are favourable s
vegarvds pastwee s b here again predatory animals are bd—the panthier o cougar being
hlﬂw'i:!”_\' Hli"-t‘l!i"\'i!ll“'.

H . .o
\y l?’l i, L Y

The raising of swine ix nowhere entered into as the case seems to warrant. Dy the last
avilahle statisties, there were imported into the Provinee of the pig and his prmluéts over a
uillion of dollar< worth, With a market at owr doors, therefore, and the facilities afforded by
the elimate and feeding it s inexplicable why the industry is not prosecuted to its fullest
extent. b helieve that at Grand Praivie and Kelowna only can the raising of pigs be said to
e carried an o e extent and with any degree of svstem. - —

ANcopa Goars,

Anuaran goits, fuund <o preotitable in the neighbouring States for their use in clearing
buste lands, e being bred in inereased nambers in the Provinee.  For some unaccountable:
vesson these useful animals were not included in the free list of animals imported for breeding
purposes. Tealled the attention of the Ministers when in Ottawa to this singular omission,
el the promise has been made that it will he remedied at the first opportunity. Inasmuch
s none e bred inany other part of Canada all animals for breeding purposes have to be
nnported from the United States.
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Exverivesran Srarion. 1 an stro
established in the Dry Belt. wntllcl he of in
of this Provinee,

gly of the opinion that an Experimental Farm
aleulible henefit, and advantageous to the interior
The Dominidn Bxperimental Farm at Agassiz is doing excellent work, but
it must be remembered that both the soil and conditions there are entirely dissimilar to that
of the interior, that being in the wet seetion, where crops are grown without irrigation, while
i the interior irvigation is needed. Therefore, 1 think an Experimental FFarm somewhere in
the Dry Belt, would be of great henefit in disseminating agricultural information. 1 think the
resilts would amply justify thelexpendisure.

Fansins’ Iwrrreres.—The Farmers’ Institute is doing goord work here.  We have one
in this distriet, akl those connected with 16 are pleased with the work it is doing. It is a
medinm through which much khowledge flows to the farmer, on matfers directly affecting his
interests, which wolild otherwise have been overlooked. -

Iiricarion.— Qonfining myself to the Louis Creek section, irrigation is cavried on to
some extent, but in many vearsierops arve raised without irrigation. Nearly all the occupied
laned has suflicient witer for present use,

Prvnk The principal trees in thix seetion are fir, bull pine, jack pine, bireh, cotton-

. : !
wood, poplar, willow, spruce, cedar, hemlock and balsam.  These are found on both wet, dry,
high and low T, | |

Forest I The best lili'fum for preventing forest fives is in the appointment of forest-

fire vangers, whose dutyat would be to protect the forest from fire, by plosecuting offenders,
s forest fires ave most generally) caused by carelessness, sometimes by Indians, and again by
prospectors. The * Bush Five Aet,” without someone to enforee its provisions, like the ¢ Game
Protection Act,” is all waste paper, so far as its effectiveness is concerned.

Laxp. “There ix over 50.00D acres of excellent arable land that are available for pre-emp-
tion in this section. Tt s outsifle of the Railroad Belt, and ix all good bottom land on both
sides of the Noprth Thompson River, Hehitly  timbered  with some  fir, poplar, cottonwouml,
willows and sueh like, extending for eighty miles up the river.

Lavovw, Labourers can be obtained : Whites, fram <29 to 235 0 Chinese,-325 per month ;
and Endians SEA0 per dav, !
: i

Nicola,

L whiclis ineluded Uppert Contral and® Lower Nicola, s a fine pastoral country, with
extensive vallevs of cood land forr general agricnlture. A waggon voad, seme 110 miles in
length, Daving its termini at Spenee’s Bridge and Kamloops, gives necess to the Canndian
Pacilic Railway.,  The Douglas Take Cattle Company and the British Columbia Cattle Com-
pany have extensive eattle ranges in this section, where a large number of beef cattle are
produced for the const markets.  General crops of vrain, mrasses and roots are successfully
produced with iveigation, the soilibeing very productive, and available water is to be had in
most parts,  Large froits ave not jgenerally suceessful, but are produced in some favoured spots,
such ax Quilehena, on Nicola LukL. The altitwde of the lake is various]y given at from 1,920
to 2,120 feot, that of Spence’s Dridge being 996 foet, and of Kamloops, 11,193 feet.

Highest temperature at Nicola Lake in 1902 7., 87.5° |in August.
Lowest Y SR TR ~-15.5° in February.
..'\\‘(‘.I'.!Igl' ' : : H - L 43.9° :
{Elillfﬂ”, b e e ; Y - _ “ v e K873 EDC]"IE_‘S.
Snowfall, . L. L. noo v ..... 48.53 inches.

Latitude, 50.9" N.;: Longitude, 120.9° W,

Public schools are situated ati Nicola and Tower Nicola.

The ground intended to he cavered by this chapter extends from Campbell Creek to Lower
Nicola, including bouglas lake, Mammette Lake and tle Triangle Ranch on Hamilton Creek.
A Jook at the map will give the reader an idea of the extent of this territory.  The direct roiud
from Kamloops leads over the high lands immediately to the south, ahd descends into the
valley tormed by Campbell and other creeks at a point some 10 miles from Kamloops, where
it joins the mail road, which follows the valley, increasing the distance by some 12 miles. On
the high lands spoken of, there are,a few farms where water can be obtained ;: much of the
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water, however, 15 highly impregnated with alkali and unfiv for consumption, so that compara-
tively only asmall proportion of the land s utiliseed for agricultural purposes, the majority
hoing given over for range purposes.  Along the valley followed by the mail road there are
nuny good farms, where all ordinary crops ave suceesstully grown | wutcr'is}‘so in abundance
tor all purposes. Douglas Lake is considerably higher than Nicola Lake, andfgherefore, the
principal industey in that seetion is the rearing of beef cattle and horses. The s e, may be
s of Hamilon Creek and Mammette Lake.  In the lower parts about Stump TRke and
Nicola Lake and River, grain and root crops are produced.  Fruit does well in most plieg: |
but it is not cultivated to any extent.  The shooting and fishing all through this section 1
exceltent, the -lakes and ponds abounding in wild fowl and the streams with trout.  The
scenery is indeseribably beaatiful in the vicinity of Nicola Lake. The Messrs. Moore’s farms,

i the head of that sheet of water, are situated most'charmingly in a.flat, which resembles a
park, heing lightly wooded with the tropical-looking yellow pine (Pinns ponderosa) and belts of
dectduous trees fringing the streams and lake shores.  Quilchena is situated about half-way
down the lake.  Here Mr. O'Rourke has quite a large flock of sheep and raises soine fine fruit
i vegetables, as well as earrving on a first-cliss stopping house and general farming.

-

Rueorr or M Jony Crareerron, CoRRESPONDENT, NICOLA.

GeNeEraL Descrivrion, ~Tn the Nicola Division of Yale District all Crown lands suitable
tor acricaltural purposes have long age been taken up, wnd now there is very little mountain
pisturage that is not owned by stock-risers.

Neyvnen or Rasenees.- The taxroll for 1902 connts 161 settlers.

Arka or Cerrivaren Lavn—About 1,000 acres under cultivation ; some 7,000 are
reigated and troated as ieadows bearing artificial grasses. R

Witk -Handly any grown @ nearly all flour used in this section is imported. Very
Httle more spring wheat is grown than poultry consumes.  Ruling prices during the year 1902,
SO0 per 100 s,

O The harvesting weather way all that could be wished for,  Few people raise more
vats than supply their own wants.  Ruling prices, 21,25 to 2150 per 100 ths, ‘

Barrey. - Very Hitle barley grown, -

W Onlvaerown in late and high locations to be cut for hay. ‘

Pras. Acreage very limited ; only grown for pig feed.

Brans.  No field beans grown that 1 know of. |

Porarors, -—Potatoes only grown for home use.  Yield large where land and cultivation
s right. Ruling prices, § to le. per h,

Mancorns. --Very few grown.

Carirors.—-Cultivation very limited ; only a few people grow them for horse feed.

TrrNies - Acreage very limited ; very few grow any for stock feeding. |

Oruer Roors axp VEGETABLES.—Grown on every farm to supply house wants ; all roots
such ax onions, beets, parsnips and cabbages do very well, '

Grasses anp Crovers.—English Red Clover, Alsike, Sainfoin, Timothy, Orchard, Per-
enmal Rye, Kentucky Blue and Red Top are principal grasses grown. |

NATIVE Grasses.—On dry soils the ‘bunch-grass is the chief fodder plant. Have scen
lirapons inermis in swampy land. T know it is indigenous in moist places. I consider it a
coarse grass and prefer the tall alkali grass, when cut before ripening.  (The correspondent iy
neereor vegarding Bromoes inermix. Tt is not a native grass: moreover, it dnes. not grow in
swinnpy land, —J, R, AL)

INprax Conv.—Not grown in any quantity,

bivsinace.- - Ensilage has, T believe, been tried by one farmer at Lower Nicola, and results
to b were satisfactory, '

AppLEs. - Nearly evervone grows apples enough for own use.  Cannot tell best varieties.
huow very little about fruit culture.

Pruss, Pruses axo Cuerrigs.—These appear to do very well but T am not certain,

SMALL Frerrs.-— As far as T know, all kinds, save gooseberries of the large varieties, do
very well, |

Pratkyine, .- No dairying worth enumerating ; most people buy their butter,

FrkpiNG,—so far, but one system of winter feeding range or breeding stock has been
followed, viz. : feeding out the hay on the top of the snow in some field close.to water and
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sholter of sheds.  Last wintar the writer had some 20 pole eribs built, from which 200 or. 250
head of cattle could feed.  The idea was to keep hay clean and from being trampléd under
foot.  The cribs unquestionably keep the food clean, especially in soft weather; but in hard,
told weather I prefer the old way of feeding on the ground, as the stock'don’t crowd each
ather, as they do round cribs | ' o T L

SUMMER Epen ror Damry Carrre.—Only the second crop or aftermath of meadows sown
down with clovpr and grassey. |

Horxep ChrrLe.—The dtock-breeding and feeding in this section is fairly remunerative
to those 'enguged}.in the business. I think sheep-raising quite as paying as cattle, if you have
A run to suie them, and can ,{l‘l}p from 2,000 to 3,000 in a flock, as less will not pay to herd
properly, Shorthorn, I‘lt'.l‘l.'flil'(_] and Polled Angus are the chief kinds of cattle raised in this
section.  Ruling prices, 3¢, for cows; 3le. per I, live weight, for steers. .

Hokses.—The horse industry has been fairly profitable during the year. Good horses, of
their respective classes, broyght fair prices, and demand fully up to supply. The general
purpose horse is to me a nondescript. T believe ‘in hreeding draught horses from. Clyde,
Percheron or Sufivik stock, dnd light horses for saddle, vte., from thoroughbred stallions ;
darvinge i horses from Clevelahd or hackneys.  Ruling prices for good draught horses, from
$100 to 8150 and 8175 each.| o |

Hm-‘il-:l’.—-Sheep are not 11011t in large flocks. |

SWINE. -~ Few pigs are kgpt.  Keep enough for home use. . -

Pocrrry.—Cost of teansportation and distance to where eggs or poultry could be sold for
cash forbids many zoing iutd the business extensively. All settlers keep enough fowls to
supply huome wants. _

AGricvLTUkaL  BoucarfoNy.—Agricultural instruction is all right to any pupil who
desires it, and should say that in our latge schools in Coast cities a qualified . agriculturist
should form one of the teachipg staff. ~ | | T P

Fanwers’ INsTITeTES.—|n my opinion the Institute system should be encouraged. =~
. DoiLs.—Analysiy of soils:is all right. When extensive continuous cultivation is followed
in this division pastoral pursdits are predominant. ' e

Irricarion.—In this section of the Dry Belt it is “no water, no ranch.” The husbanding
of water in early summer will have to be resorted to. In every district requiring artificial
irrigation the Government should appot a Water Commissioner, who would oversee all
existing water rights, settle disputes, prevent waste in ditches, cte., ete. _ |

WeEDs.—The Canadiantthistle is very much in evidence, and is increasing all over.
With much cultivation, its pr"esence would be severely felt, but as we are nearly all graziers,
its presence on some ranches is got over,

Noxioux ANivaLs axp Pests.—T consider the bounty quite enough.

Fonrpsr Fiies,—This last summer we, fortunately, escaped forest fires.

LaNps.——All Crown ]n.ndl« are occupied. | l

Lanotr.—There are note too many labourers. Whites, 81.25 to $1.75 per day, and
bhoard : Chinese and Jupanese) 81 per day ; Indians, $1.25 and $1.5Q. - In the hay and harvest
ceason it is very ditlicult to geb good farm hands. Novices are really of ‘little use in hay or
Larvest fields, | o ‘ " |

|

[ -_ .

The town of Nicola, whete tliere are stores, a good hotel, Government Office, the usual
trades, and a number of private residences at the-lower end of the lake, is most beautifully
situated near the river, amidst scattered yellow pines. Mr. John ﬁl‘lapperton, the hospitable
correspondent of this Departmhent, has a fine ranch at this point. | He goes in' quite exten-
sively for cattle and horse-raising, and, to his credit be it said, he has only thoroughbred sires,
the effect of which is very apparent in the. excellence of his stock.| Some sheep are reared,
but the presence of the coyote is:a serjous drawback to -the: successful prosecution.of the.
industry.  The following report of Mr. H.: 8. Cleashy, correspondent, Lower Nicola, is
reproduced :— P R O S PP S

This district forms part of -the well-known Nicola Valley, being} in fact, the lower end of
that fertile trough in British Columbia's sea of mountains. The valley, as a rule, is not more
than three-quarters of a mile wide, through which the Nicola Rivér meanders with many a
turn and twist. In what is lacally known as the Forks, being the land at the junction of the
Nicola and Coldwater Rivers, is a triangle of level land, containing pbout 1,000 dcres of very
fertile land. The alluvial soil'along the banks. of the rivers, originally covered with a heavy
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agrowth of poplars;, willows n,nrl alders, is, when demed very pr«)ductwe producmg immense.
crops of hay and grain.  The beneh lands, when qufhuent water can be procured, are capable’
of growing almost anvthing which can be produced in the temperate zone. The principal
1n(lu~.tl\' ix eattle-raising.  Nome cattle are winter-fed for the spring market, affording an
outlet for surplus hay. llww 15 a4 Joeal market with teamsters and the newhbourmg mining
camps of Aspen Grove, Granite Creek and Similkameen for a certain amount of grain ¢ 'mrl
varden }u-mlm-v The lmlml wion s seattered.  There is one school at Lower Niegla. Fish
abourid in the rivers and streams, and there s no Lwk of shooting in the proper seasorts

Wihear is not much grown, owing to lack of milling fnuhtle'% Golden Drop is Vg
principal fall wheat grown @ average crop, 2,000 pounds. Cumphell 8 White Chaff and \V hiteR
Australian e the principal spring wheats @ average vield, 1,500 pounds. Prices, 230 for new
and S35 for old. :

Ouars, --lmproved: Ligcowo and White Maine are grown.  The first-named gave a crop with
myself of 76 bushels per acre, weighing 14 pounds per bushel. Avemrre yleld 1,600 pounds
per acre. 1 practise. I;Iumtnmn'r oats, as udvised by Dominion Dxperlmental Farm% Report
about every second vea '

Bannuy.- —()nl\' common, six-rowed variety grown here, and not much of that. = Yield,
about 2,000 ]mmltlh ]wl acre, '

Ry —Fall rye s the only kind grown : only grown by myself in this district for seed.
Many lwnlah‘ at higher altitudes grow it to cat for hay. Yn'ld 1,100 pouml% pex' acre ; prlu |
230 per ton. Not a ver v opr ofitable Crop. g

Pras. -Varieties: Alaska, Mununy, Shropshire, Hevo, Vl(,tmm Golden Vme pxmmpd.llv
Yicld, 2,000 poumis per acre: price =25 per ton, \Iuw might he arown to advmntarre, as
their efleet in inereasing the fertility of the land is most marked in HUCCEC(])I]" Crops. -

Porators,. - b .ul\ Rose, [rllrl(lp.l”\ also Ametican Wonder, (:reen \Iount:un and LAtﬂh
Puritan.  Yield, i ta ¢ tons per acrey price, 210 to $15 per ton, :

Maxconns, ~Golden Tankard has done best with me so far: keepq we]l and is eas1lv
harvested. l.un" Reds give largest erop, but do not keep so well and’ cost more to halrvest.
None other zrown, to my knowlo ‘dres - Yiekd, 14 tons per acre. Grow them only for own use ;
foorl them to fatten enttle. - _ ‘ :

Terxtes. Very few grown. Yield at the rate of 20 to 23 tons per acre,  Purple Top
Swede seems to do bhest,

Grassesasvp Crovierse Timothy, Red and Alsike Clover, Sainfoin, a little Alfalfa, and
sante Cocksfoot, Timothy and o mixture of the elovers is the favourite here, and seems likely
TERTCTIETEIIRIE Innnlli\ ot pasture grass, bur i is not pasture but hay that we are after.
Average vield, about 2,500 pounds per acte price. from 26 to S10, loose ; ahout 22 50 per ton
extra for haling _ .

Avsrriay Brove Gurass. It bhas not done well with me: has not been tried to any.
extent. I tound that Volunteer Timothy ameng my Brome Grass was much the heavier )1elcl

Narive Grasses, — My (\lwrwmo in feeding leads me to believe that sone of tlw native
grisses of the country are most nutritious,

Ixpiasy Conrn. - Nweet corn for table use does well enough some seasons : have seen
cnstlage corn heve 11 feet high, .

Rave.  Tried it this year as a sotling crop. For pigs am well satisfied with it shall
SOW 1L aeih. . '

Arpres. Only the hardiest varieties of apples are a success here.  Crabs of different
kinds are grown.  Crop small on account of late spring frosts. | |

Orner Frerrs. -Pears a précarious. crop, Plums, the same. . Cherries do, well.

SyarnL Freres do splendidly, “All'kinds of currants, raspberrleq and stmwbermes produc
abundantly.  Gooseberries are subject, . more or less, to mildew.

DarmeyiNe, - Some parties on nutlyi ing places nnl]-.. geverul ‘cows, - In the \Tlcola. Valley
1t=elf, ]1ci-t\1r‘.lfr:' 15 too scarce and scmlt People won’t. milk after they get a4 rood band of
cattle avound them.  Probably about 1,000 pounds of -butter ptmluce(l which does not sell
well at alll in competition with creamery hutter, ' | |

Frepiva,  Have fod cattle for beet for some winters. past : until last winter have fed hay
alone.  Last winter fold 15 to 20 pounds ]lC'l' head cach day of pulpﬁd mangolds, mixed with
clover ehadly with satisfactory results. . Feed twice o day with hav in cribs, at the rate of from
A0 1o 50 pounds per day per head. About one-fourth of this is left, and permdlm]]y the cribs
are eleaned ont and the refuse hay given to stock eattle.  Roots are given in middle of the day.
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Horxen Cairie. The prinetpal industeg, and at present in a thriving condition, because
of high prices,  The cattle and sh{ilvp industries will not thrive nlongside of each other. Cattle
will not graze after sheep.  Pricks--Fat steers, 31 cents per pound, live weight, %40 per
head 1 fat cows, 1 conts per poundy live weight, %30 per head.  Prefer Shorthorns.

Houses - Profitable, if good gnes are bred ; not an over-production of good horses. A
areat searcity of suitable saddle hopses, which are in constant demand. Heavy team horses -
find aready sale in the Coast towns ; also light horses, suitable for express and other light
waggons,  The great bulk of the hprses here are neither one nor the other. , |

SWINE-~Sane people make it jthe principal part of their business, Pigs on foot ave worth
Al to 61 cents per polnd ; dressed jpork, 8 to 9 cents ; bacon and hams, 12 to 18 cents.. -~

Diskases or Axlwars.— Epizgdtic has been noticed among horses, but we are singularly
free from disease.  Lulup-jaw is copsidered to be on the decrease. o |

EXPERIMENTAL SrArions.—Cohld not this he done better by co-operation between the
two Governments, and spmething dn the lines of Prof. Robertson’s scheme of ¢ Illustration
Stations 71 Lot the seed be supplied from the Dominion Experimental: Farms, and the grower
be allowed so myueh by the Prm*incTnl Government for his trouble, ete., in keeping records.and
xhowing people around, the growerl to be allowed to keep the crop, Experimental stations
need Lo be plentiful in this Provineg, on account of the great difference in elimate experienced.
As to its being the duty of the Domiinion, T think not in the small way that T have outlined
t. - The County Councils are doing this work in Great RBritain, y

Atrievrrvean Kovcearion.—T doubt if & mere smattering of the subject, such as would
be tiaght in a public school, will hd of wueh benelit. A fow scholarships to the Guelph Agri-
uultur:ql Colleve, or some similar mstitution, oftered for competition among farmers’ sons—at
feast one seholaeship for cach electopal district embracing agricultural land——would, T think,
be of more lacting benefit, - Thus fnany who now despise © hook-farming” would be able to
see from results what practical sciertific farming ean do. |

Sotrs.- - There is adeliciendy offlime, in my opinion.  Plenty of limestone in vicinity, not
worked as vet, 1 ' . L '

ERRIGATION Ix necessary in mrmic:lsvs : along the river bottoms, however, the high water
m summer, cansed by melting snow En the mountains, moistens the low land sufficiently.  In
this district there is an abundance of water, o |

Traser. The timber trees are: Yellow pines dey lands: fir, damp and rocky lands;
poplar, semi-damp bds o cottonwaootl, alder, Black and silver birch, damp lands; black pine,
dev mountains . spruce, wet mountajus. S

Wiekbs. - We have plenty of Canadian thisaﬁl*a. which are on the inerease. What seems
ikely to prove a worse weed is t]xc}pm'(‘nnin] sow thistle, which is S[Jl’lliilding.bﬂ(lljf in this
neighbourhoud.  Other bad weeds are wild oats— one farmer (1) cultiv?tes them for hay—
false flax, wild turnip and wild buckiwhcut-. T | o

Noxwous ANipas axn ANivar Pests.- Complaints have been malde of coyotes killing
calves and foals on the mountains| Present bounty (%2) suflicient. Panthers seem to be.
beconting more abundant ; eause unknown. - o | i S

Lasps.— No Government Jand left worth taking up; no railway land.  Improved farms,
from =10 Pper acre up. - | : : _ |
Lasovin——Whites, 225 to 330 ) per month, zood men; Chinese, S5 to %325, summer
months ; Indians, 51 to 5150 per day. . Tndians in the preponderance’; sppply. about equal to -
the demand @ slight scarcity sometimes for a few weeks in harvest time. I |

A Farmers’ Tnstitute has lately imen organised in the district of Lillooet, which embraces
Nicola, of which Mr. . 8. Cleasby,'Coutlee, is president, and Mr. G. By Armstrong, Lower
Nicols, secretavy-treasurer.  This new departure has alveady shown good results, as will be
seen by the following remarks of the secretary in reference to a mecting lately beld :—

“Itas the wish of the people of this pare of the district that the Hon| C. L. Smith should
retuarn to onr valley,  His remarks on building up a herd and the vitriolic manner in which he
scoved the breeders of seruh eattle, especially sérub bulls, deased even thoge who are somewhat
careless, and T am satistied his lecturd has done a power of good, for aftery the mecting each
and every farmer present who was no‘; a member immediately joined the Institute, though, I

am sorry to say, the audienee was largdely made up of those engaged in other pursuits. I may

further say that vou came in for justworthy praise for your energy in helpi # 50 ably the good
canse of agricultore.” i T o
' : ' b
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Mr. David Dodding, lately from England, has entered into dairying and the raising and
curing of swine at Lower Nicola, with every prospect of success. Thus far, all the products of
- this useful animal have been imported, and since n large quantity is consumed throucrhout the

valley, it can casily be seen that the transportation chn.rges alone should, give & handsome
wrofit. e
1 The valley of the Nicola toward Spence’s Bridge is circumseribed, so that®
arable land is small.  There are some good places, however, notably that of Mr. Alex. Og
where, amongst other garden pmductq potatoes as good, if not the best in the worl Ny
raised, -

Mr. T, Ry Heardiman kindly furnishes the following information :—

As i matter of economice interest to the Provinee, T would like to inform the Department
of Agriculture of the following facts relative to certain tests made by myself within the past
three months connected with the cultivation of roots, cereals, vegetables, ete., on the above
property, situated in the valley of the Nicola, some 10 miles fmm bpencz,s B rldrre and at an
altitude of something over 1,400 feet above sea level. The first week in June last I com-
meneed breaking up “the "ruunrl for the purpose of conducting a series of small tests as a guide
to future work and to prove the quality of and adaptability to soil and climate of certain seeds,
especially tomatoes, celery, beets, ete., among the \'egetub]e&, alfalfa as a feed for cattle, horses,
ete.; and wheat as a cereal ; all put in a month to six weeks later than they should have been.
The result being highly satisfactory, T herewith append time of growth from seed in all cases.--
The tomatoes were sown from the sced in the natural soil, without preparation or artificial
help, 1o the first week of July last, and not transplanted, the test being purposely a crude one,
so that results should be rmu"od on the most indifferent basis. At the time of writing (Aug.
S1st), the average size of tomatoes in circumference is some 7 inches, some being over 9 inches,
in clusters of 5 in most cases ; and this is the outcome of a 7 weeks' growth ; and Iivmay say I
expect to ripen them, as they are already turning colour—no nursing whatm er. DBeets, roots
and vegetables tronemllv were o foregone conelusion as to success, and ha.ve both surpnsed and
:lelwhtv(] me.  Wheat.was equally satisfactory ; alfalfa eminently so; both of which were
pl'mte(] the third week in June on the highest part of the land, wmhoub the facilities of the
usual irrigation ; wheat being 5 feet 6 mcheq in the stalk." Indla.n corn, sown last week in
July, in some mwtancpﬁ, is 10 feet in height—a really prodtrrlous growth for British Columbia—
and the corn large in proportion. - some sunflower seed was also sown with remarkable results,
for the seed as puultt v feed. The growth was really astomishing ; some reaching a height of
0 feet, with flowers 13 inches in ditmeter—not measuring the petals. . The rapidity of nrrowth,
under drawhack of proper irrigation, is simply remarkable ; and bemrr my - first cultivation
here, under dithiculties and lateness of planting, speaks volumes for the fertlllt_} of the soil and
suitability of the elimate.  Next season T trust to make further tests for the cultivation of
tobaceo plant, fruit ete., and T trust the Department will find nmy e¢xperience, in every instance,
of value to the Provinee and this locality, and will, moreover, extend any rmsnnable assistance
to such developments, in the interest of those who may make this section their future place of
residence, and be an ﬂddltlonal source of wealth and revenue to our Province,

Retail prices of m*rhnal A\ necessaries for farmers at Nicola Lake, furnished by Mr. A. E.
Ilowse : : |

I'lnur, 2175 to 22 per H0-h, sn.t:k; beef, Se. to 10c. a h. ; hacon, 20c. to 22¢. a Ih hams,
20c, to 22¢.a Moo butter, 30c to 40c. a dh.; lard, 18c to 20c. a . ; toa, 40c. to (IOL. a lh.;
sugar, X6,50 per ](l(l s, overalls, 31 to X]. >U, shn‘tq, 1oc. to B1.50 each; hoots, 83 to 26 a
pair; ploughs, 812 to 225 harrows, 210 to 818; waggons, $85 to 2130 ; lnf rakes, 225 to
2350 hinders, 2190 to 82220 ; mowers, 220 to 265 bmder twine, 12c. to 14c per . ; sleighs,
S20 to 210 cutters, 325 to 350 ; buggies, 875 to ‘::~12 ; harness, %30 to $50; saddles, $15to
£40 5 nails, 6e. to 8c. per Th, ' -

Lower Thompson vaer Valley

—_———

Including Ashe 'uft Spences Bridge, L} tton arid ‘.’»avona

I group these all together mn.snm(,h ns they are all on the main line of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and heing under the same climatic and other conditions, the excellent report
of the Hon. C. T". (urn“ﬂ” ‘correspondent at Ashcroft, answers for the whole region.
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