
30/93. 

Enclosure. 

S i r : -

Referring to Mr. Pereira'a letter of the 9th January 

last reference No 87202, in which the opinion of this Department 

is asked with regard to certain questions arising in connection 

with the t i t l e to lands in the railway belt in the P r o v i n c e of 

Bri t i sh Columbia,-I have the honour to state as follows;- The 

recent decision of the Exchequer Court of Canada in the case of 

The Queen vs Demera appears to have settled, so far as that 

Court is concerned, the law upon both the questions submitted in 

the let ter referred to . I f the law is correctly interpreted 

by Judge Burbidge, i t follows;-

(a) that the date upon which the Provincial Government ceased, 

to be entitled to grant lands in the belt or to give entries 

therefor, would be the date of the f i n a l location of the l ine of 

the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway, i . e . , the date upon which the 

location was approved by the Governor in Council, and 

(b) that where entries were properly granted by the Provincial 

Government before that date the patents for the lands covered 

by such entries should be issued by the Government of the 

Province. 

From what I understand as to the views of the Minister 

of Justice upon these points, I assume that he w i l l not be 

The Secretary, 

Dept. of the Inter ior , 
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disposed to accept the judgment in this case as satisfactory, and 

I propose, therefore, with your c»urrence, to take the steps 

necessary to save our right of appeal to the Supreme Court, and 

upon the return of the Minister from Paris to go over the case 

with him and take his i n s t r u c t i o n with regard to going on with 

the appeal. 

S i r , 

Your obedient servant, 

Deputy Minister of Justice. 
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